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From Ross Dunn in hebron, west bank 




M3- 


TALKS on the future of He¬ 
bron reopened last night de¬ 
spite an attack , by an Israeli 
soldier in which he wounded 
six Arabs in an attempted 
New Year's Day massacre. He 
had wanted to stop the town's 
transfer to Palestinian.' self 
role. 

The shooting in Hebron's 
open air Arab market came as 
Israeli troops were preparing 
to withdraw frqmfonr fifths of 
tbetown. ; ' -» *•• 

Binyamin Netanyahu, the 
Israeli Prime Minuter, and 
Yassir Arafat the Palestinian 
Authority President, . were 
quick to denounce the shoot- 


fhat he had a history of mental 
problems- . . 

- .Israeli nmfitaiy offidakf 
were quick to .-point out doit. 
. toe'soldier was.not stationed 
in Hebron but was from; 
Ma’ale Adummim, a Jewish 
settlement near Jeroratem.- 
■The hisrp Of dfe'day was ah- 
Israeli .army officer, Lieuten¬ 
ant Avi'rBuskDa,- who dis¬ 
armed the Would-be Jailer. 
Friedman wastrying toretoad 
his weapon'-''-when he; was 
knocked down fay lieutenant 
Busk2a, who said that he saw 
the man open-fire and then try 
to : run into the markd. “I 
sttoied'. rirnnmg also arid 


ing;-'Talks--'between Mr Net- -knocked himlothe ground,’* 
anyahu and Mjf Arafat-had . he said. *lt all took only about 


stabBity that could induce the 
kind of attacks that we have 
seat today." . 

•: JFhr his part, Mr Arafat 
caQed cm die Israelis to "put an 
end to such acts and help 
protect the peace process". The 
Palestinian group Hamas said 
it would exact revenge. 

A.-White House, statement 
said that President Clinton 
was outraged and saddened 
by the shootings. The Presi¬ 
dent, spoke to Mr Arafat by 
telephone, tut not to Mr 
Netanyahu. "The President 
condemns this cowardly act. 
which was dearly designed to 
sake it more difficult to 
ocsidude an agreement on 
Israeli deployment from He¬ 
bron." toe statement said. 

. The gunman received no 
support for his action from 
Noam Amon, toe spokesman 








been expected to take pj^ce ten seconds." brun." toe statement said, 

before the shooting, but Dot 1 - DOrmg.his-intemtgatidn hy . The gunman received no 
nis Ross, theAntencanmedia- -the police yesterday. Fried- support for his action from 
tor, said that they would take man repeated the .slogan of Noam Amon, toe spokesman 
place ^Jater.toan Tfrurs-.'• Jewish SBttiersr^l^ron was for toe Hebron settlers, who 
day?. Isradi^aleairaan-talks _ andalways wiflbe." r said: "What happened here 

resumed at the fevdofofficials Mr Netanryahul expressed ; today is a terrible thing. We 

last night •""tobek and revubfoif!at the .Te^mAappcteiLT)m isiM 

The Israeli security forces ^inriderit and promised that it- our way ana we call upon 
responded to toe incident by woukJnotstopfoepeace.talks everybody not to do such 
damping a curfew on-most. ]- with the Palestinians. ^We are things and not to do any 
parts of Hebron. They qtriddy committed-to the speedy reso- damage' or any harm to any 
arrested Noam Friedman. 19.. •fatten of this agreement,'prop- . human beings." 
a soldier, who raked: Faflestfa-jerfy caoduded, and no crime Saeb ErekaL toe chief Pates- 
ian shopkeepers and their.' will stand in our way of doing' tinian negotiator, was not 
customers with gunfire from sor*:)iesaid. • satisfied. He said that the 400 

his M16 assault rifle.. He’added that now it was Jewish settlers who live and 
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Israeli Noam Friedman. 19, fires into Hebron’s open air market Below Lt Avi Buskila leaps on him as he tries to reload and drags him away 
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parts of Hebron. They quickly 
arrested Noam Friedman. 19,. 
a soldier, who raked: Palestin¬ 
ian shopkeepers and toeir.' 
customers with gunfire from 

his MJ6 assault nfle.. 

The gunman shouted 
“Abraham bought .the Gave of 
the Patriarchs for 400 shekels 
of silver — ho one will return 
ir as he was put into & police 
van after the attack. The Cave 
of toe Patriarchs is toe burial 
place of Abraham rod Sarah 
which, is sabred io MusEms 1 
and Jews. The young soldier 
also told the police last night 


Zimbabwe’s first 
cricket series win 

Zimbabwe beat England by 
five runs in Harare, giving 
. them a winning 2-0 lead in the 
force-match series after toeir 
ember victory in BulaWayo. 
Beating drums and a packed 
house greeted their first win 
in a cricket international se¬ 
ries as England, needing 41 
fmm six overs, lost a race 
against overs left-Page 21 

Chelsea thwart 
Liverpool 

Liverpool foiled to consoli¬ 
date to«r leadership °f toe FA 

Carling Premiership when 
they were beaten 1-0 by Chel¬ 
sea al Stamford Bridge. 
Roberto diMatteo, the Italy 

international, scored tire win- | 
ning goaL Secand-pfoced ; 
Arsenal dosed toe gap with a 
20 home vidmy over 
Middlesbrough - Pages 22,23 
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damage* Or any harm to any 
human beings." 

Saeb Erekat. the chief Pales- 
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even more urgent that the 
Hebron accord shcxdd be com-. 
ptetwL' "The agreement we 
have been labourii^ on for 
months has biten designed to 
prevent predsdy such-acts of 
violence;" be said *T have said 
repeatedly that undue delay in 
its conclusion and its imple¬ 
mentation creates a twilight 
period of uncertainty and tn- 


study in Hebron were “a 
timebomb which will explode 
in the faces of those who want 
peace" The attack showed 
“dial our insistence on ad¬ 
dressing toe concerns of toe 
(120,000) Palestinians rather 
than toe settlers is justified". 

Hebron mood, page 13 
L ead i ng article, page 17 
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Jobs for the girls in Blair 


By James Iammie, Poutical Reporter 


THE changing face of new 
Labour has been highlighted 
hy a comprehensive analysis 
predicting that one in four 
Labour MPX . after the next 
election will be women. 

If Tcniy Blair wins oflfoe he 
will be supported by a F^rlia- 
mentaiy Labour Party that is 
also ricroinated fay MPs who 
are framer; countaliors. jour¬ 
nalists and party officials. By 
contrast, fewer Labour MPs 
coming into Parliament wiD 
have a background in toe 
trade umms but many more 
will be privately educated. 

The findings emerge from a 
study - of candidates in 
Labouris 394 most winnable 
seats in the country. It 
presents toe most ddafled 
picture — two thirds more 
than a partial survey last 


summer — of what Labour 
would look like in govern¬ 
ment. In total, 91 of the 
candidates m the winnable 
seats are women, which would 
more than double the current 
number of 38 women Labour 
MPS. This would contrast 
strongly with the Tory 
backbenches, which are likely 
to see "their 17 women MPs 
depleted in the election. 

A 394-seat haul, giving Tony 
Blair a Commons majority of 
129, is much higher than even 
the most optimistic party strat¬ 
egists expect. But the women 
candidates are spread evenly 
across the range of safe and 
slightly less safe seats. So if 
Mr Blair secured only 350 
seats, with a Commons major¬ 
ity of just 41, toe proportion of 
women on toe Labour 


backbenches would remain 
broadly the same. The Labour 
ranks after the next election 
will also be fitter to govern 
than before. The study showed 
that sport is toe candidates’ 
favourite pastime, with some 
150 daiming to take regular 
exercise. By far the most 
popular recreation is football, 
with 60 saying they liked 
playing and watching it. 

the study — seen by The 
Times — was carried out by 
DPR Publishing Lid, a 
London-based firm, which 
used new computer software 
to analyse the results of brief 
questionnaires completed by 
each candidate. The New Lab¬ 
our Guide is to be published 
on five computer disks shortly. 
Of the 394 candidates in 
Continued on page 2. ctd 1 


£12m cold 
weather 
payments 

By Adrian Lee 

ONE million more cold wea¬ 
ther payments to elderly and 
needy people will be triggered 
by the end of the week, the 
Department of Social Security 
announced yesterday. 

The freeze has claimed six 
lives in Britain and is forecast 
to Iasi at least four more days, 
with temperatures expected to 
fall to -IOC (14F) in central 
areas of England last nighL 
The department said the new 
payment of ESSO per house¬ 
hold would bring this winter's 
loud to more than £12 million. 

Areas qualifying for the first 
time over toe new year includ¬ 
ed most of the Home Counties. 
Warwickshire, Newcastle. 
North Yorkshire, southwest 
Scotland, Essex. Cheshire. 
Gloucestershire and Derby- 
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shire. By the end of the week it 
is expected that most of Britain 
will qualify. 

The Daymen rs are triggered 
by seven consecutive days of 

temperatures averaging zero 
or bciow and are for people on 
income support including 
families with young children, 
pensioners and the disabled. 

Pond death, page 3 
Dr Stunaford, page 14 
Photograph, page 20 


Broken neck put woman in danger of dying for 45 years 



By Jeremy Laurance 
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT 

A WOMAN who discovered that her neck 
had been broken for 45 years has been 
told by doctors that a sudden jolt could 
have lolled her at any time. 

Joy Connor, 56, hopes to have an 
operation this month to repair toe break, 
which happened when she was II and fell 
from a hay bant. Doctors were astonished 
when an X-ray revealed the damage to toe 
odontoid peg that supports her skull The 
slightest bump could- have resulted in 
paralysis or death- 

Mrs Connor, who has had three 
children, run a market stall and helped 


build a house in the intervening years, 
suffered frequent pain in her head and 
neck, but doctors dismissed her com¬ 
plaints. Then, last year, toe tripped and 
fell, triggering new pains. Her doctor 
ordered an X-ray. and that brought the 
problem to light. Now surgeons at Derby 
Royal Infirmary plan to graft bone from 
her hip to repair the damage 

Mrs Connor, of Chaddesden. Derby, 
said: “All my life ! have never thought 
twice about lifting things or gening out 
and about I always knew there was 
something wrong, and at last 1 have been 
proved righL 1 am lucky to be alive." 

She said that she had had bad 
headaches when she was young and had 


refused to ao to school. “But no one 
believed me and I would get a good belt 
round the head for making things up. 
Once I passed out on the roundabouts m a 
local fair. Doctors said it was period 
pains, and later they said it was stress 
from bringing up children. One doctor 
even rried to give me Vallum for iL I got so 
fed up I just stopped mentioning ir." 

Alan Crockani, a consultant neurosur¬ 
geon at the National Hospitals for 
Neurology and Neurosurgery, London, 
said several hundred people a year 
suffered simitar injuries to their necks, 
often in car accidents, but he had never 
heard of such an injury remaining 
undiagnosed for so long. 
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Oxbridge alumni hope gifts will secure places for children 



.\11 Souls; places 
used to be reserved 


By John O'Learv 

EDUCATION EDITOR 

OXBRIDGE colleges are aiming 
under increasing pressure to admit 
the children of former students, 
some of whom expect a university 
place far their oflpsrmg in return for 
much-needed donations. 

Financial difficulties have forced 
the colleges io step up fundraising 
efforts in recent years, with direct- 
mail and telephone approaches to 
alumni. But the process has brought 
to the surface growing resentment 
among donors whose children are 
rejected. 

Entry io both the ancient universi¬ 
ties has become increasingly com¬ 
petitive. squeezing out families 


which have sent generations of 
children to the same college. Two- 
thirds of entrants have the maxi¬ 
mum A-level score and the 
proportion of students from inde¬ 
pendent schools has fallen. 

As the colleges prepared to inter¬ 
view this year's candidates, admis¬ 
sions tutors insisted that there was 
no question of places being “sold". 
But some admitted that disgruntled 
alumni were applying pressure to 
secure preferential treatment for 
their children. 

Michael Beioff. the President of 
Trinity College. Oxford, since last 
August, said he had already encoun¬ 
tered old members who “complain 
that there is no guaranteed place for 
their offspring'*. But selection on 


other than purely academic grounds 
would endanger Oxford's interna¬ 
tional reputation. 

Susan Stobbs, who chairs Cam¬ 
bridge's admissions forum, said the 
university had drawn up new 
guidelines for admissions tutors to 
ensure that competition was fair 
and open. Colleges were pleased to 
admit students with familiar 
names, but only on merit. 

Ms Stobbs said; "i have a feeling 
that there is probably more open 
discussion in colleges about issues 
to do with admissions because they 
are all running huge development 
campaigns. Suddenly they have 
been having a lot more contact with 
alumni and they have been getting 
some letters from people saying they 


are not giving money because their 
son hasn't got in." 

The issue came to a head at 
Cambridge when minutes of a 
meeting of science tutors at Pem¬ 
broke College included a proposal 
for parental links to be taken into 
account if candidates could not be 
separated academically. Dr Stephen 
Mo ns ell, who wrote the minute, 
said such an approach “in fact 
reflected our existing, but informal, 
bias, though we do not advertise ir. 

Although the meeting had no 
power to make policy and rejected a 
further proposal to check appli¬ 
cants' names against lists of former 
members, the discussion aroused 
fears that donors might exert im¬ 
proper influence in the selection 


process. Forty-three oF the 68 Ox¬ 
bridge colleges now have full-time 
development officers. 

Henry Drucker, who headed 
Oxford's fundraising campaign, 
said: “Pfiopledo raise the question of 
their children when they discuss a 
donation, but 1 was always able to 
tell them it was out of my hands 
because we never knew how the 
colleges made up their minds. It 
must be very tempting when it is the 
college trying to raise money, but I 
have no evidence of anyone 
succumbing." • 

In many American universities, 
Mr Drucker added, there was said 
to be a "president's list” of about a 
dozen places which could be allocat¬ 
ed to children of major donors. At 


Oxford and Cambridge, however, it 
would not be easy for the head of a 
college to guarantee a place because 
selection was in the hands of the 
academics, who wanted the best 

Mr Drucker said some major 
donors to Oxford bad seen their 
children’s applications rejected sub¬ 
sequently. "They did-not withdraw 
their gifts and they could not accuse 
us of breaking our word, but they 
dearly felt let down.” 

In earlier times, neither of the 
ancient universities hesitated to 
reserve places far donors* families. 
At Oxford, All Souls regularly 
reserved for “Founder’s Kin", and 
Eton had a dozen scholarships to 
• King's College each year because 
both were founded by Henry VJ. 


Labour’s women 
want to bring in 
Commons sense 

By James Land ale, political reporter 


TESS KING HAM, a young 
working mother with a media 
job. is typical of the new 
female Labour candidate. 

The 33-year-old has been an 
active party member since 
1082 but decided to stand for 
Parliament so that she can join 
a growing band of women 
MPs keen to change male- 
dominated Westminster. 

Mrs Kingham and many of 
her fellow women candidates 
tend ra identify themselves 
with Tony Blair's new Labour, 
in marked contrast to some of 
the older male MPs who make 
up much of the apposition 
backbenches. 

While they will undoubtedly 
make a priority of "female" 
issues such as education and 
health, few have grand visions 
of political change. They in¬ 
stead warn a woman's per¬ 
spective to be brought to bear 
on Parliament and govern¬ 
ment in general, together with 
a more commonsense and 
consensual approach to 
politics. 

Mrs Kingham has the 
heavy burden of trying to 
overturn a Tory majority of 


6.069 in Gloucester. The seat 
is known as Labour's Basildon 
because, if it falls on election 
night Labour will have effect¬ 
ively secured a Commons 
majority of one. 

Mrs Kingham. who has an 
18-month-old daughter, Rosa, 
with her husband Mark, was 
selected for the sear in Septem¬ 
ber 1995 without the aid of a 
women-only shortlist. She has 
worked as a press and media 
adviser for several overseas 
charities for the past twelve 
years and is currently working 
lor War on Want 

She had to think long and 
hard about the impact her 
candidacy would have on her 
family. “Parliament is very 
much geared to men with 
other jobs who do their poli¬ 
ticking in the evening," she 
said, “It is not geared to 
anybody who has any kind of 
a family life.” 

She said that women have a 
better understanding of what 
people care about, especially 
on education and the health 
service. “Women are more 
aware of the concerns of the 
people simply because we 


have families. We are the ones 
who take children to school, 
take them to the doctors. That 
means we have more of a grip 
on reality." 

Melanie Johnson, 41. who is 
standing in Welwyn & Hat¬ 
field. has been an Ofsled 
schools inspector for the past 
four years after being an NHS 
manager. She is also a magis¬ 
trate. She was selected by a 
women-only shortlist in 
March 1995 before the policy 
was banned and has a good 
chance of wiping out the 8.468 
majority of the sitting Conser¬ 
vative MP, David Evans. 

A classics and pliilasophy 
graduate of University College 
London, and Cambridge. 
Miss Johnson joined the Lab¬ 
our Party in 1978. She stood as 
a candidate for Cambridge in 
the 1994 Euro elections, and 
has been a Cambridgesliire 
county councillor for 16 years. 

Miss Johnson, who has 
three children with William, 
her partner of 18 years, said 
that the more women in 
Parliament the better. “A 
more mixed environment will 
have a civilising effect." 



Melanie Johnson, left is standing in Welwyn & Hatfield while Tess Kingham is hoping to take Gloucester 


Although she said women 
would of course have different 
opinions, there would be a 
common approach. "There 
would be a different style of 
working, more geared to re¬ 
sults than noise-making. 
Women would be more likely 
to use common sense and try 
and build a consensus." 

Jacqui Smith. 34. was select¬ 


ed from a women-only 
shortlist in May 1995 as 
Labour's candidate for the 
new seat of Redditch in the 
West Midlands. With a no¬ 
tional Tory majority of 3.287, 
the seat is a key winnable 
target for Labour. 

Married to Richard, a civil 
engineer, and with a three- 
year-old son. James, Mrs 


Smith studied politics, philos¬ 
ophy and economics at Oxford 
University after attending a 
comprehensive school in 
Malvern. 

After a ^hort stint working 
as a researcher for the Labour 
MP Terry Davis, she became 
a teacher and is at present 
head of economics and busi¬ 
ness studies at Haybridge 


High School in Hagley, 
Worcestershire. Although she 
is a member of the National - 
Union of Teachers, she has 
never wotted for a onion, She 
has been on Redditch Borough 
Council for six years. 

Mrs. Smith aid: “What is 
important is that a woman's 
perspective is put to all our 
pomes.” . ■ - • 


Links with trades unions cut in list of Blair candidates 



Anderson: delighted 
at gains of women 


Continued from page 1 

eluded in the study, 242 are sitting 

MPs who are likely to return to 

Parliament 

However, the study provides the 
first detailed profile of 152 new 
candidates who are likely to enter 
Parliament for the first time in 1997. 
They are revealed to be dramatically 
different in character and back¬ 
ground to their experienced counter¬ 
parts. Most strikingly, a third are 
women. Few come from the unions 
— only H have worked as union 
officials or researchers. This com¬ 
pares with 47 sitting MPs who once 
had union jobs. 

Only 60 of the new candidates are 


even members of a union, compared 
to 157 sitting MPs. At the same time, 
only three of the new candidates are 
former manual workers: two steel 
workers and a fitter. 

Twenty-one of the new candidates 
have worked either as national 
Labour party officials or as MPs* 
research assistants, 13 come from the 
media, 40 were educated at indepen¬ 
dent fee-paying schools, and 23 were 
educated at either Oxford or Cam¬ 
bridge Universities. 

But by far the most common 
experience is in local government — 
a massive 109 of the new candidates 
are or have been councillors. Includ¬ 
ing the sitting MPs, the new Labour 


party will have a total of 256 former 
councilors on its backbenches. 

The findings on women wfll be 
seen as proof that Labour’s contro¬ 
versial “women-only shortlists” poli¬ 
cy was effective in securing safe seats 
for women before it was outlawed by 
an industrial tribunal last January. 
Under the policy. Labour aimed to 
fill half of its winable and vacant 
seats with women candidates. 

Janet Anderson, the Shadow Min¬ 
ister for Women, said: “I am delight¬ 
ed. It vindicates what we have done 
to make sure that women are in 
winnable seats." She added that 
many constituencies which had been 
prevented from using women-only 


shortlists had nevertheless gone on 
to select women anyway. 

Mr Blur has yet to attract that 
many businessmen. Only 19 have 
worked as directors in the private 
sector and only 24 as managers, most 
of whom are MPs already. Some 26 
have worked as managers in the 
voluntary sector and 15 as managers 
in the health service. However, the 
party will include for the first time 
one fireman and one tan driver. 

Of the likely MPs, 265 are mar¬ 
ried, of whom 147 have difldren. 
Thirty-three are divorced and have 
not remarried, and five are separat¬ 
ed. The average age of the sitting 
MPs is 52. while for the new 


candidates it is 43. 

In replies to a questionnaire, most 
MPs and candidates understand¬ 
ably foiled to list their more bizarre 
pastimes in die study, but some were 
disarmingly frank. Michael 
Meacher, the former Labour minis¬ 
ter, reveals that he practices cosmolo¬ 
gy. Jim Cousins, MP for Newcastle 
upon Tyne Central likes "com¬ 
posting". Barbara Follett the candi¬ 
date for Stevenage and former style, 
guru, plays Scrabble on her days off 
Jack Straw, the Shadow Home 
Secretary, enjoys cooking puddings; 
while Andrew Dismore, 42, a candi¬ 
date for Hendon, likes studying 
“modem Greek history". . - 
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Straw to 
bide time 
on Lords 
reforms 

By Arthur Lkathley 

POLITICAL CORRES PON DENT 

LABOUR refused to commit 
itself yesterday to immediate 
reform of the House of Lords 
bur retained the righr to create 
hundreds of peers to overcome 
any Tory opposition to its 
plans. 

Jack Straw. Shadow Home 
Secretary, insisted that Lab¬ 
our remained committed to 
abolishing the right of most 
hereditary peers to sir and vote 
in the Lords. 

But he backed away from 
committing the party to re¬ 
form in the first year of a 
Labour government and ap¬ 
peared to be more conciliatory 
towards Tory hereditary 
peers, some of whom would 
continue to play an active role 
under Labour. 

Mr Straw made clear that 
some hereditary peers would 
escape Labour's proposals to 
abolish their right to sit and 
vote in the Hous«rof Lords. He 
died Viscount Whitelaw. the 
former Tory Home Secretary, 
as an example of a first- 
generation hereditary peer 
who would be entitled to 
continue in the Lords. 

He said that it had always 
been acknowledged that there 
were some hereditary peers 
who — but for the fact that 
they were hereditary—would 
be rhere in their own right as 
life peers. 

Although he said that re¬ 
form would be a high priority 
of an incoming Labour gov¬ 
ernment, he refused to offer a 
precise timetable. And he said 
that the possibility of creating 
700 Labour peers to get their 
legislation through "remained 
in the background”. 


Blair’s secret cheerleaders turn out 
to be wearing the wrong colours 


By Andrew Pierce 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

A SECRET plan by a Labour 
research body to recruit cap¬ 
tains of industry to act as 
cheerleaders for Tony Blair in 
the run-up to die election has 
come unstuck. 

Several of those targeted by- 
Labour to try to counter the 
impact of big business sup¬ 
porting John Major were as¬ 
tonished to have been lined up 
as possible recruits. 

Sir Clive Thompson, group 
chief executive of Remokil 
Initial, who was on the confi¬ 
dential list, was particularly 
bemused. He is a lifelong 
Conservative Party member. 

Professor Alan Watson, 
chairman of the public affairs 
company Bursron-Marstellar 
(Europe), is a Liberal Demo¬ 
crat. Far from endorsing Tony 
Blair, he will be assisting 
Paddy Ashdown’s election 
campaign. 

The list of potentially sym¬ 
pathetic businessmen was 
drawn up by Neal Lawson, 
who runs Nexus, a new Lab¬ 
our organisation set up to 
involve intellectuals and aca- 



Unlikely supporters: Sir Clive and MrBroughton 


demies in Labour polity dis¬ 
cussions. He detailed his pro¬ 
posals in a memorandum to 
Peter Mandelson. who is in 
charge of Labour's general 
election campaign. 

The Lawson memo, a copy 
of which has been passed to 
77ie Times, said that they had 
to push hard for business 
endorsements on tactical is¬ 
sues such as the minimum 
wage and Europe. "A realistic 
goal is to neutralise business 
influence on the election out¬ 
come. The means to achieve 
this could be a third party 


organisation led by business 
figures whose aim was to take 
the politics out of the relation', 
ship between government and 
private sector." he wrote. 

Mr Lawson, a leading fig¬ 
ure in the Labour co-ordinat¬ 
ing committee, even suggested 
the message of the group. He 
wrote: “Both parties have 
many good policies for busi¬ 
ness. We will work equally 
well with whoever wins the 
next election. We .will advise 
and comment on all the par¬ 
ties' policies but we will not 
publicly endorse either party." 


Mr Lawson, one of Labour's 
brightest young intellertuais. 
is aware of. the sensitivity of 
the issue. “Getting the right 
people to front this would need 
to be handled carefully and 
thoughtfully." 

Sir Clive said: "1 am always 
open to persuasion -by quality 
thinking. But I would be very 
surprised if l could be per¬ 
suaded by the Labour Party. I 
have been a member of the 
Conservative Party for years. I 
look forward to John Major 
winning the next election." 

Professor Watson said: “1 
am very surprised to be on this, 
list. Maybe the Labour Party 
has not realised but I am a 
long-standing member of the 
Libera] Democrats. Not only 
will l be helping with their 
general election campaign but 
I have been a parliamentary 
candidate in the past, f am 
unlikely, therefore, to want to 
help Tony Blair.". 

Martin Broughton, group ‘ 
chief executive of BAT Indus¬ 
tries. was also suitably unim¬ 
pressed after bang told that; 
he was on the list. A spokes¬ 
man for Mr Broughton said: - 
“No, thank you." . - 


Blunkett 
to scrap 
first test 
result 
tables 

By Arthur Leathley 
political 
correspondent 

LABOUR plans to aban¬ 
don national performance 
tables of test results for 
11-year-olds, and to high¬ 
light the issue a! the gener¬ 
al election. 

David Blunkett, the 
Shadow Education Secre¬ 
tary. is preparing to an¬ 
nounce that a Labour 
government would scrap 
the system under which the 
results of 14,500 primary 
schools in England are to 
be published nationally. 
The first results; due in 
March, are likely to come 
close to, or even during, a 
general election campaign 
and Mr Blunkett is expect¬ 
ed to denounce the scheme 
as a waste of taxpayers’ 
money. Instead. Labour 
plans to publish results 
locally for-English, mathe¬ 
matics and science, claim¬ 
ing' dial- national tables 
serve no ireful purpose to 
parents. 

Signs that Labour is 
preparing to shift its stance 
caused a dispute between 
Mr Blu$kgtt and Gillian 
Shephard, the Education 
Secretary, over the 
scheme's worth. Mrs 
Shephard sees the latest set 
of league tables as a valu¬ 
able weapon in improving 
standards in primary 
schools. She believes that 
die Tories could benefit 
politically from the two 
parties' difference in 
strategy. 

Mr Blunkett sard yester¬ 
day that he thougbr the 
£2 million cost of imple¬ 
menting the tables could be 
put to better use in improv¬ 
ing schools; "I am interest¬ 
ed in improving the 
standard of education in 
the neighbourhood schools 
to which 98 per cent of 
children go. We would 
need to be persuadrtJ by 
parents that information 
on how other schools many 
miles . away are. doing 
would be or value to them 
—or that the cost could not. 
be better spent helping, 
their school in a more 
direct way." 

. .Mrs Shephard said that 
the : tables would rimw 
which education authori¬ 
ties had the best record. 
"Just as. other publicly: 
funded services have to re 
accountable, so should 
schools." 

She said - that Labour 
“has recently tried to mask 
the appalling record of 
Labour education authori¬ 
ties by mouthing support 
for standards in. schools. 
But once again. David 
Blunkett has Let the cat out 
of the bag. nuking it dear 
Labour would deny par¬ 
ents wider information 
about primary school per¬ 
formance." 

■ Labour has said it would 
retain secondary school ta¬ 
bles, which have been pub¬ 
lished for five years, but -r 
like the Govermnept — 
aims to add more informa¬ 
tion about the “value add¬ 
ed" by schools to chHdroi’s 
performance. For 11 -year- 
olds, Labour is committed 
to telling parents about 
only their own children's 
performance in English, 
mathematics and science. 


Veteran Tory seen as stopgap for Scott seat 


By Andrew Pierce 

POUT]CAL CORRESPONDENT 


rnierget 
Sir Nk 


frontrunner to succeed Sir Nicholas 
Scott as MP for Kensington and 
Chelsea, one of the safest Tory seats in 
the country. Gerald Bowden, who 
held the Tory marginal of Dulwich 
from 1983 until he was defeated in 
1992. has entered the selection contest 
Nominations dose at 5pm for the 
seat which, with a notional majority of 
21,000. was regarded as a job for life 


until Sir Nicholas ended up face down 
in a gutter at the Conservative Party 
conference in October. 

Mr Bowden, 61. has impeccable 
local credentials. He is a member of 
the Chelsea Arts Club, as are many 
members of the association. His age. 
for from being a hindrance, would be 
regarded as an asset in the association, 
which was badly split by the deselec¬ 
tion of Sir Nicholas. 

Few of the 4.000 members would 
expect, or probably want him to serve - 
more than one term, by which time a 


younger, more ambitious, candidate ’ 
would be availabi&to fight the seat. 

There remains strung support for 
the candidacy of Sir John Wheeler. 56. 
the Northern Ireland Minister, whose 
London seat is disappearing In bounds 
ary changes- A dutch of younger 
frontrunners include Martin Howe, 
the Eurosceptic barrister, a nephew of 
LoTd Howe of Aberavoh. 

Edward Bickham, a former political 
adviser to Douglas Hurd, is the 
leading young Turk in- die pack. 
Jonathan HiU, a former political 


secretary to John Major, &_ 

thought to have,expressed an interest. 
V The leading women, contenders are 
Sarah Whitehoase, a lawyer. Who was 
nutoewip to take over from. Sir 
Patrick May hew in Tunbridge Wells. 
Joan Hanham, leader of Kensington 
and Chelsea ooundL has the support. 

Tocy councilcolleagues. 

The outsider ou ffcelisfof applicants 
. ^fork, the former Defezrcev 

Minister, who stood down at the last 
: election and has made little secret of. 
. the fius he has regretted-it"ever store.:' 
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A TEENAGER was strudron 
the head with an axe by 

gatecrashers who forced fljdr 

way into a New Years Eve 
3t a friends house. 

Detectives launched an al- 

toripted murder inquiry yes- 
lerday as Anthony Bridnwood, 
18 , fay in a neurological unit 
with his parents at his 
bedside. 

He has a 4m deep wound at 
the bade of his head and a 
fractured skull. It is believed 
that he ducked to avoid a Now 
which was aimed at his face. 
Police said that the party, on a 
naval housing estate in 
Cosham. Hampshire, was at¬ 
tended by a large number of 
juveniles, with no adults 
present to supervise. 

Mr Brickwood had been 
celebrating with Ms parents 
earlier in the evening. They 
next saw him lying in hos pi tal, 
where he recovered conscious¬ 
ness long enough to say~HeT 
to. Dad”. His family were, told 
diat the location of the injury 
would make immediate sur¬ 
gery too dangerous. 

His father. Paul Brickwood,. 
38, said: “He was with us 
earlier in the evening and with 
a group of friends we knmy. 
Later they all went on to a 
party at one of their homes.: 
Anthony was enjoying himself 
when a group of gatecrashers 
tried to barge their way m. 

“He was just ailed to toe 
door to help out when one of 
them pulled out an axe and. 
swung it at Anthony* face: 
Thank God he ducked and it 

Ecstasy 
blamed for 
death at 
first rave 

By Kathryn JGvrcwr 

A TEENAGER who collapsed 
and tfied on the dance floor at 
a New Year’s Eve“rave” party 
may have taken ffie^drug 
Ecstasy. •-< - 

Bilal Hussein Bhayat, IS, 
from Aston. Birmingham, col¬ 
lapsed just after lam among 
5.000 revellers at the Cardiff 
International Arena. As they 
continued to dance, unaware 
of the tragedy, Mr Bhayat was 
given first aid by St John 
Ambulance volunteers and 
taken to Cardiff Royal Tnfii ^ 
maiy by paramedics. He was 
pronounced dead an arrival. 

_ Last night. South Wales 
police said he was in posses¬ 
sion of an unknown taMet just 
before , his death. They said 
that Ecstasy was being offered 
tor sate at the event • 

Mr Bhayat had beat at toe 
£2750 ticket event for two 
hours. He had travelled to the 
arena, which has not hosted a 
rave before, with his older 
brother and three other teen¬ 
agers. A post-mortem exami¬ 
nation carried out by a Home 
Office pathologist failed to 
establish the exact cause of 
death, and the results of 
toxicology tests for drugs may 
not be known for three 
days. 

However, police believe Mr 
BhayafS death was drug- 
related. Detective Constable 
Tony Hinchey said: “We sus¬ 
pect the death is drug-related. 
We are interviewing the bay's 
brother and friends who ac¬ 
companied him to the rave.” 

police are also examining a 
possible link with contaminat¬ 
ed amphetamines bong of¬ 
fered at the rave. Drugs squad 
officers are concerned that a 
contaminated batch of the 
drug Speed could be circulat¬ 
ing in South Wales. 

It is the first time a rave has 
been held at the arena, usually 
a venue for touring artists. 
The focal authority granted a 
late licence until £tm with 
revellers being allow ed to 
dance for another four hours.. 


■ ’ Bv Kathryn Knjgbt v 
caught the bade of Ms heai" ■' 

v An ambulance crew found 

Mm on fee floor of the bouse 
ami took hfrri to thfc; Queen 
Alexandra Hospitalat 
Cosham. He was later trans-v . 
ferred to Southampton Gener¬ 
al Hospital. The doctors have' 
told us -that,AbthoEty has .a ; 
fractured skull and a 'fin-deep 
gash just above his hairline on 
the back of Iris nedt," said hn 
fathec. . ‘. : . V •> v ;• 

- “The doctors said ihey Wffl. 

. notqperarte asil istoo danger- ' 
ous. He became conscious fete •“ 
^ short while and recognised 
me. He said ‘HeDo Dad*: We 
are just. hoping : and praying 
tfaaithewfflbeaH right" 

, The injured teenag e r’s 
mother. Deborah* 3fc added: - 
“The doctors have arid they 
won’t be operating on him for 







/ Brickwood; 
Batins deep 


24 hours as there is a fragile 
vein running through the in¬ 
jured area, which means that 
any attempt to operate could 
be life-threatening. He’S drifi- 
„ ir$ in and out of conscious¬ 
ness. 

*• “At the moment, all 1 was! 
to do is be with my son. He has 
a little sister, Elizabeth, who is 
reily ten* and she’s absolutely 
devastated. Anthony had been 
so happy! He started wnric as a 
earjjajritsprayer only a few 
weeks ago. and was really 
enjoying it” . 

.Police recovered a hand axe 
..from the scene of the attack. 
Inspector Barry Jakeman. of 
Hampshire police, said: “The 
party was attended by a huge 
amount of juveniles. The fight 
started just after midnight. 

“It is evident that there was 
a Jot of drink at the party, and 
no adtrits present to supervise. 

. “As a . result it got out of 
hand and a young man suf- 
fcred voy serious head inju¬ 
ries: This was a very serious 
crime. What started out as an 
innocent party has tunied into 
an attempted murder 
inquiry.”’ 

. Last night four youths were 
helping police with inquiries. 
07\vo tootfiers aged 13 and 
14'were remanded into care 
yesterday by magistrates at 
North Shields, Tyne and 
Wear, accused of robbery and 
wounding a bus driver with 
intent to cause grievous bodDy 
barm. Their alleged victim, 
Munir Hashmi. 60, suffered 
serious head injuries. 


* ■* 
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The Prince of Wales and 
Prince Hairy shared their 
chairlift on Mount Gdtsrhna 
near Klostevs yesterday with 
Santa Palmrr-Tomkinso n. 26. 
left, and her sister Tara. 25t a 
part-time model and gossip 
columnist The Raimer- 
Tomkinsons and their par¬ 
ents. Charles and Patti, were 
among those with whom the 
Prince saw in the new year at 


Royal party heads for the slopes 


a private dinner party- at the 
ll-rootn Hotel Waserhot Also 
present were Mark Bolland. 
the Prince’s new adviser and 
former director of the Press 
Complaints Commission, and 
Tiggy Lcgge-Bomke. the as¬ 
sistant who often accompa¬ 
nies the young princes. A 


group out celebrating gath¬ 
ered under the Prince's balco¬ 
ny and sang their seasonal 
good wishes. Afterwards the 
royal party went to the moun¬ 
tain-top holiday home of a 
Canadian family where as 
midnight struck they watched 
a fireworks display against 


the backdrop of the Alps. The 
Prince and his 12-vcar-old son 
skied on Goischna above 
Klostcrs yesterday. Prince 
Harry wore height orange ski 
hoots and a ha&ehalf cap 
while his father stuck to his 
usual understated style in a 
maroon wool hat and dark 


blue skisuit Prince William 
has not joined the skiing trip, 
preferring to extend his 
Christmas holiday at San¬ 
dringham. His reluctance to 
join his father is said partly to 
stem from his dislike of the 
continental paparazzi who a re¬ 
present in large numbers and 
will he following every step of 
the royal party during the 
next week. 


Newlyweds refuse to let Man held over pensioner’s murder 
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By Nicholas Watt,.-chief Ireland correspondent 


A NEWLY married coupfe 
refused to allow the. fRA to 
ruin their wedding reception-' 
Mien terrorists abandoned a 
bomb in thegraundsof Belfast 
Castle on New Year's Eve. ’ 
Sam and Raren Thompson. 
who were just starting a 
ceilidh when 30 0 guests, were 
forced to evacuate the castle 
arid moved the party to a 
draughty hall next to the 
church where they had been 
married only hours before: ■ 
Less than half an hour after 
the bomb' alert, guests were 
dancing to music from a small 
cassette recorder in theball of 
the Trinity Reformed Presby¬ 
terian church at Mossley, 
north Belfast The couple flew 
off yesterday far their honey¬ 
moon an a Nfle cnnse. 

The security alert began at • 
9pm m New Year's Eve when 
staff at the castle in the north 
of the city noticed a white van 
abandoned on the main drive. 
As they alerted police, the IRA 
telephoned coded : bomb 
wanting to newsrooms in 
Belfast . saying that a 


“landmine" had been aban¬ 
doned in a van outside the 
casffel The terrorists, who may 
have been on their way to 
attack a police or Army base, 
raid they abandoned the 
bomb because of security pa¬ 
trols in the area. 

Sir Patrick Mayhew, the 
Northern Ireland Secretary, 
said the IRA were criminal 
gangsters sending a brutal 
new year message. He said: “It 
is a new year message which 
shows that the IRA have never 
tamed away from their twin 
strategy of terrorism and 
temptation. Terrorism and 
violence in order to get a 
political objective. Tempta¬ 
tion, through soft words, to 
tempt us into appeasing them. 
L reject that message with 
disgust and contempt" 

Army bomb disposal ex¬ 
perts yesterday carried out a 
controlled explosion on a 
plastic bin in the back of the 
van after examining the device 
for almost 16 hours. They 
worked slowly because of 
fears that the IRA may have 




Kami and Sam Thompson moved to church hall 


tried to entice them into the 
castle’ grounds towards a sec¬ 
ond bomb. Another wedding 
reception vent ahead at the 
castle last riigfiL 

Friends and relatives of 
Sam Thompson. 31. and his 
bride Karen, 27. spoke of the 
calm way in which they re¬ 
sponded to the alert Simon 
Thompson, the groom’s broth¬ 
er, who was an usher, said: 
**He was gutted when we had 
to leave the castle. But he 
joked that the Lord works in 
mysterious ways." 

Mr Thompson said they 
cheered up when one of the 
guests suggested continuing 
the party in the church hall. 
Friends and relatives rushed 
home to bring tea and biscuits 
to the hall where the bride 
started toe dancing wearing a 
green coat over her wedding 
dress in the freezing hall. At 
midnight a friend played Auld 
Lang Syne on his flute as 
everyone sang in the new year. 

Mr Thompson said: "We 
defied the IRA because we 
were determined not to allow 
them to disturb the wedding. 
God had derided to put Karen 
and Sam together and nothing 
was going to stop that (t was 
nice to finish the evening with 
such strong fellowship " 

The bride and groom, from 
BaBydare. Co Antrim, met 
through the church group in 
Mossley they have attended 
for the past 15 years. Sam. an 
architect, has designed an 
orphanage in Romania and 
regularly takes aid to East 
European countries. On one 
trip he was almost shot by 
Croatian gunmen who mis¬ 
took him for a gunrunner. 

The IRA. which fried to 
murder two police officers and 
a Unionist politician in a 
Belfast hospital just before 
Christmas, refrained from 
launching any attacks over the 
holiday. However, the Belfast 
Castle bomb showed that they 
are determined to step up their 
campaign in the new year. 


By Kathryn Knight 

A 25-YEAR-OLD man was arrested 
yesterday in connection with the murder 
of a 90-year-old man on New Year’s Eve. 

Wilf Mann, a retired cobbler who lived 
alone after the death of his wife five years 
ago, was tied up with cord and beaten 
about the head before he was strangled at 
his home in Lfshaw Moor. Co Durham. 

He was found dead on his living room 
floor by a council care worker and a 
neighbour who had called at his home on 
Tuesday morning. Police believe Mr 
Mann may have disturbed a thief. A man 
dressed in a distinctive turquoise jacket 


was seen running across Mr Mann's back 
garden shortly before bis body was 
discovered. 

Yesterday, hours after appealing to the 
public for information about Mr Mann s 
death, police said that a man aged 25 from 
the neighbouring Co Durham pit village 
of New Brancepeth was arrested on New 
Year’s Eve night. He was still in custody 
last night. 

The death of Mr Mann, who served in 
the Navy in the Second World War. has 
shocked the local community. Detective 
Superintendent David Grey said: "Every¬ 
one who went to the scene was appalled 
by what they' saw. Not just because of the 


time of year, but at the sight of a 90-year- 
old man, who dearly was no bother or 
harm lo anyone, to have finished his life 
in such a violent way." 

Mr Mann had two brothers, Leslie. S7. 
and Mark, 85. who lived in neighbouring 
villages. Both were still tou upset to talk 
about their brother’s death last night." 

A neighbour said: “After the death of 
Eva, his wife. Wilf spent a lot of lime 
taking walks alone. He would go and sit 
on the bench in the park and just quietly 
watch the world go by. Everyone knew 
him as he was the local cobbler but he was 
known by a lot of people as a decent man 
besides." 


Price Extra Sets at Boots 


When you choose the one 

t hour or overnight film 
processing services. 
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Cycling reveller dies in frozen pond 

fw, n . rlr saw an apparently new mountain bike the garden of an empty house in Sutton 

By Stewart Tendler . - rhe track on a Coldfield, West Midlands, yesterday. 




By Stewart Ten due* 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

c 

A NEW-YEAR reveller is believed to 
have fallen off his bkyde on his way 

1 home and fied after saggenng intome 

icy waters of a-pond. People who beard 
his cries thought he was jusf a meny 

E draak. At firMr police were puzzled awwd 

the identity of the man. even though ne 
had a dfatinctfve tattoo or his chest It 

• read:"Dirty deeds done dirt cheap." They 
taleridratifiedhim. 

The 2Sye»pol<t who has cot yet been 
named, is believed to be unemptoytd and 
is the father of a sttyearold boy. He 
lived'near Normantore west Yorkshire; 

and was fotmd at the edge of Pykm Pond 
in the town. , . . _ .. 

The body was discovered by David 
Dupbar, fiL as he walked his dog. He 
noticed ttyrie trades and marks and then 


saw an apparently new mountain bike 
tying in the snow beside the track on a 
hank eight feet above the water. 

Mr Dunbar said: “It looked to me as if 
this poor Moke has fallen off his bike 
twice; perhaps he had been_ celebrating 
the new year- The second line he had 
fallen down the bank towards the water. 
Then, in his confusion, as he tried to 
out, he had ended up in the wafer, which 
was frozen over." 

Yesterday a group of travHfers living 
in caravans a quarter of a mile from me 


man shouting- One man saii AX first I 
thought it was the dog^ but toen I 
realised it was a man shouting. It <udnl 
sound Eke he was in froubfe H went on 
for about 15 minutes. We just thought it 
was a new-year drunk.” 

□ Police were also trying to tden^r a 
young woman found battered to death m 


the garden of an empty house in Satton 
Coldfield, West Midlands, yesterday. 
The body was discovered by Valerie 
CounoUy. the wife of the viotrala nearby 
church, and the woman may have been 
killed on New Year's Eve or early on 
New Year's Day. 

The woman, aged in her 20s. had been 
battered about the head but no weapon 
was found. The woman’s dothing had 
been interfered with but it was not dear if 
she had been sexually assaulted. 

Mrs Connolly and her husband Daniel 
moved into their house on Saturday, 
after Mr ConnoSy was transferred from 
a parish in Portsmouth. Their new home 
is next door to the garden where the body 
was discovered. 

Mr Connolly said: “It’s very shocking, 
ray wife was obviously very upset It's 
normally the kind of welcome we would 
have wished for." 
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Missing persons: charity receives twice as many calls from runaways as last winter 


The missing girl 


Videotape convinces 
parents that their 
daughter is not dead 


By STEW \Kr fE.NOLER 

POLICE have enlisted the 
help nr the National Miss¬ 
ing Persons Helpline in 
their hunt for Kayleiah 
Ward, the nine-year-old 
airl from Chester who 
vanished shortly before 
Ohistmas 

As the charity began 
preparing posters yester¬ 
day its part of its appeal for 
help in tracing Kayleigh. 
Cheshire police asked the 
puhlic for more assistance 
in finding her. 

Kay lei gh. described as 
streetwise, vanished after 
201 'ng to buy chips for a 
neighbour on December 
IQ. She lived with her 
mother and two sisters in a 
hostel in Chester. 

She often spent time 
with travellers and tramps 
near her home. Police 
have contacted a number 
of travellers' camps in 
Nonh Wales and have 
also been In touch with 
Irish police. 


THE parents of a teenager 
v\ ho went missing more lhan a 
year ago are convinced that a 
grainy' videotape proves that 
their daughter is still alive. 

Ruth Wilson, a bright lt> 
jear-old. vanished on Monday 
November 27. IW5. leaving 
empty pill bottles at a local 
beauty spot near her comfort¬ 
able home at Betchworth. near 
Dorking. Surrey. There had 
been no sightings of her until, 
on the anniversary “f her 
disappearana:. a teenager 
entered a newsagents in 
Do:‘tine and asked for local 
newspapers. She was dis¬ 
tressed and became more 
emotional when told that one 
of the newspapers was sold 
out. Tire events were recorded 
by the shop's video cameras. 

The teenager was such a 
compelling figure that the 
newsagent contacted the an- 
ihoriries. Karen Wilson, a 
deputy head teacher, and her 
husband. Ian. a school depart¬ 
mental head, have pored oyer 
the video many time*-'. 

Initially they did not believe 
it was their daughter but have 
become convinced of the iden¬ 
tity. (t is the first glimmer of 
hope that the couple have 
allowed themselves since Ruth 
went missing. 

Their pain is constant. 
"Little things trigger it off." 


By Russell Jenkins 

Mr> Wilson said. “We cannot 
really go ahead until we know 
where Ruthie is. In the dark 
moments, you believe she 
can't possibly be alive. Other 
times you are convinced she is 
out there somewhere.” 

In Ruth's bedroom her 
books, clothes and electric 
guitar are as she left them. 
The sixth former, who was 
studying chemistry and biolo¬ 
gy A levels, gave no sign of a 
personal crisis. 

A taxi driver dropped her 
outside a public house at Box 
Hill. When she failed to re¬ 
turn. police# and volunteers 
searched l.OtXJ acres of rough 
parkland with dogs, helicop¬ 
ters and heat-seeking scan- 



Ruth Wilson: gave no 
sign of personal crisis 


tiers. Police discovered that 
she had visited a florist's and. 
two days after she went miss¬ 
ing. a bouquet was delivered 
to her parents. There was no 
card attached. 

Several days later police 
found three notes hidden 
under a bush in die Box Hill 
undergrowth. They amounted 
to farewells to her parents, her 
best friend and a boy she 
knew. Near by were empty 
packets of paracetamol tablets 
and a bottle Qf alcohol. 

Police continue with routine 
checks. The Wilsons are heart¬ 
ened by police assurances that 
if Ruth was dead her body 
would have turned up by now. 

However, it is rhe National 
Missing Persons Helpline 
charity and the Leatherhead 
police'upon whom die couple 
have come to rely. They have 
been superb.” Mr Wilson said. 
"We are in regular contact." 

Ruth's disappearance has 
been hard on her sister Jenny. 
14. On one occasion she 
collapsed into sobs in the 
bedroom she shared with her 
music-loving sister. “1 miss 
her so much." she told her 
mother. 

Between her own tears Mrs 
Wilson said: "We want to tell 
her. we love you so much. 
Just get in contact Ruthie. Let 
us know u here you are." 



Karen and Ian Wilson: “We cannot go ahead unri! we know where Ruthie is" 
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How artist creates 
teenage face of 
vanished child 


MORE AS STANDARD: 


By a Staff Reporter 
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SHE looks like a happy, 
slightly impish 14-year-old. 
with the first signs of maturity 
showing in her face. The 
impression is mistaken. 

The pitfure is an age- 
enhanced portrait of Loubna 
Benaissa, who went missing 
at the age of nine on August 5, 
1992. when she went to buy 
some yoghurt at the local 
store near her home in Brus¬ 
sels. The enhancement was 
created by the National Miss¬ 
ing Persons Helpline at the 
request of the Belgian police 
conducting the Dutroux in¬ 
quiry into a series of 
paedophile murders. 

The charily is the only 
organisation in Europe with 
the technology and skills to 
produce such a computer- 
aided portrait In the light of 
fresh information, police had 
reopened the files on 
Loubna's disappearance 
more than four years after she 
went missing. Now the pic¬ 
ture of how she would look 
today has been used for a 
renewed public appeal. 

The picture was painstak¬ 
ingly put together by Di 
Cullingion. the charity's "pro¬ 
gression artist", who also 
helped Gloucester police to 
identify - four of the victims in 
the Frederick West serial 
murder case. Recently she 
updated (he protrait of Ben 
Needham, the 21-month-old 
boy who disappeared from 
the Greek island of Kos on 
July 24. 1991. For the Belgian 



assignment, it took a week to 
create Loubna's portrait as a 
young teenager based on 
minute examination of the 
way her closest siblings, three 
older brothers and sisters, 
have aged. 

The artist said: "1 'was 
wohried that i might not be 
able to do Loubna's picture 
because it is so harrowing. 
When you get the photo¬ 
graphs. you cut off your 
emotions and get on with the 
job. After it was over, I 
breathed a sigh of relief." 

In general, the shape of the 
skull and the forehead re¬ 
mains the same while the 
nose, cheek bones and chin 
are more dynamic. The older 
Loubna's nose and neck are 
elongated, the lips slightly 
more pronounced and (he 
hair scraped back with fly¬ 
away strands. 

However the artist was 
careful not to lose the little girl 
totally. Chillingly, she says 
that if Loubna had been 
snatched by a paedophile 
ring, and prostituted, then she 
would not have been allowed 
to grow up. 

Ms Cullington was trained 
at the National Centre for the 
Missing and Exploited in 
Washington DC. She is one of 
a handful of artists around 
the world with the expertise to 
carry out such work. 

She said: "It is tike doing a 
complicated jigsaw puzzle. It 
is 50 percent ait work and 50 
per cent computer wizardry." 


The young Loubna. left and the enhanced picture 


line of 
hope that 
can bring 
families 
together 

By Russell Jenkins 


A TELEPHONE line set up id 
reassure families that missing 
sons and daughters are safe 
has been receiving twice as 
many calls over this Christ¬ 
mas and new year period as 
last winter. 

Most calls to Message 
Home, rhe confidential Free- 
call service run by the Nat¬ 
ional Missing Persons Help¬ 
line. are from boys of 15 and 
girls of 17. but the average aae 
is falling. The charity is also 
concerned at evidence that an 
increasing number of girls are 
being targeted by pimps to 
work as prostitutes. 

The line enables runaways 
to leave a reassuring message 
for their families without risk 
of giving themselves away. 
More than 250.000 people go 
missing from home each year, 
many of them over the festive 
period when family tensions 
bubble to the surface. 

The charity, which wel¬ 
comes donations, is based 
above a supermarket in south¬ 
east London, has 60 volun¬ 
teers, a handful of staff, and 
about 14.000 files on its com¬ 
puter database, It receives 
more than 80.000 telephone 
calls a year. The faces of about 
140 "young vulnerables" stare 
out of the charity’s adverts on 
the pages of The Big Issue 
magazine, on Carlton TV or on 
Body Shop vans. Two out of 
every three cases publicised in 
this way are resolved. 

The charity is negotiating 
with Railtrack to place posters 
at every major station. “These 
are often the first ports of call 
for runaways," Jane Pearson. 
Message Home's manager, 
said. "The worrying aspect is 
that the age of callers is going 
down every year." 

Recently Ms Pearson re¬ 
ceived a cal! from an 11-year- 
old who had left home that 
day and found herself fright¬ 
ened. alone and penniless. 
When the charity contacted 
the family, they found the 
mother in tears and the father 
roaming the streets desperate¬ 
ly searching for his daughter. 

The parents were persuaded 
not to call the police but to 
keep the telephone line open. 
After several lengthy conver¬ 
sations on the charity line, the 
child agreed ro ring her par¬ 
ents and return home. 

In another case, the charity 
helped a family whose daugh¬ 
ter ran away as a 15-year-old 
after her parents refused to 
allow her stay at an all-night 
party. They were reunited 
three years later. 

Ms Pearson said: "The par¬ 
ents burst into tears and set off 
the next morning to see her. As 
a teenager you think nobody 
loves you at home. Everything 
in your world has gone wrong. 
You tell them their parents are 
in floods of tears and then they 
burst into tears themselves. 
They say: ‘I thought nobody 
loved me,' 

"Christmas is a busy time. 
People are thinking of their 
families and those on the 
streets believe everyone else is 
going back to their families, ir 
is cold and miserable. They 
see everyone having fun with 
friends and family." 

There is concern among 
workers at an apparent in¬ 
crease in the numbers of girls 
under 16 being lured into 
prostitution in London. They 
are as young as 13 and 14. and 
most are runaways from care 
homes. 

One of the 140 cases termed 
"young vulnerable” is a naive. 
14-year-old Welsh girl who 
was picked up bfy a pimp and 
set up in a brothel in King's 
Crass. She is subjected m 
violence routinely to keep her 
in tine. Her calls to the 
helpline are heart-breaking. 

D National Missing Persons 
Helpline: 0500 700 700. 

□ Message Home: 0500 700 
740. 


Nurses’ confession may have 
been improperly obtained 


. Three years free; insurance? 
Thatil-betbe ■■ 

Daewoo.driver. 


By Stewart Ten dler 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

A CONFESSION alleged to 
have been made by ihe two 
British nurses accused uf mur¬ 
dering an Australian col¬ 
league in Saudi Arabia may 
have been improperly ob¬ 
tained. the senior Saudi law¬ 
yer defending them said 
yesterday. 

Salah Al-Hejailan said that 
he was aware of reports that 
Deborah Parry. 41. from the 
Midlands, was retracting her 
confession, which would have 
been made before three 
judges, but he had nn first¬ 
hand knowledge ol this. He 


said retracting a confession 
was unusual in Saudi Arabia. 

Mr Al-Hejailan said: "May¬ 
be someone said if you sign, 
you will just be deported — i 
have seen riraumstances like 
thar In die post. Or maybe an 
interpreter or translator gave 
that information." 

The lawyer plans to see Ms 
Parry and Lucille McLauch- 
lan. 31. from Dundee, on 
Saturday. Mr Al-Hejailan is 
also planning an appeal for 
clemency to the family of 
Yvonne Gifford, 55. He said 
the Gifford family held the key 
to the lives of the two women. 
“It is the family of a victim that 
declares a desire or declares 


forgiveness. If ihey declare 
forgiveness, a judge would not 
allow capital punishment, if 
they insist on capital punish¬ 
ment, a judge would consider 
it very seriously." 

Under Sharia — Islamic law 
— the family of a murder 
victim can demand a death 
penalty or they can ask for the 
payment of diah. or blood 
money. If they waive this latter 
right, a sentence of five years 
or less could be imposed. 

Mr Al-Hejailan said: “I 
think it would be quite devas¬ 
tating for the Western wo rid if 
an Australian family is seen to 
be _ asking for capital 
punishment." 
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wars 


COMPETITION toaieaiethe- 
dtmrate rcaerooasa^'-iriterB- 
ified yesterday wifei Q 5 )^- : - 
lion ■ plan • to-build- .Eurbbfr'sv 
longest ride at thelincbh-'• 
shire seaside. - ; ; 

. The Mlllenniuzzi'QjaistQr at' 
the Magical Worid <rff^ht^sy : 
Taand.' ai tagrildfoefis, roBar ' i 
Skegness, is intended tb.' fee / 
7,500ft long. The cnrrerit fedro- : : 
pean leader. is- the -lARSt' ride: - 
at Lightwafer Va0ey.. thenid' 
paii. near Ripoa,NorfBYQrk- 
shire, which takes mnrp. ftpi i 
six mimites. v , K i 7. 'J; 

More than. 100 . m fle£. ; - 
Masters have: Jbeen; ;.\buf)t 
worldwide in the, past yeaj* *' 
and such rides are a prime 1 
' weapon in hiring' njiQipns ofV, 
visitors to :sBritam’sr.~ theme 
parks! Blackpool . Reasare 


•.-ry ■ ::: 

ByDamWTWHTRWM^ 

7 Beachhad 7,4 nriffion vjjaiprs. 

m 1995^ ranVjhg « g h»h amreng 

•the' most“ pcanflar- 

aroosemeat^H^k^': .Aims. 

TcwerS, - Staffordshire, was 

N-twenq^aghtfc: with -•• three 

maikav : 

A.‘.The new anraiafon being 
Considered by -J Lincolnshire' 
.pffofoets:.wpiM ukinde' at 
oxefr ibcfr 7Etf™gh loops:-It 
rank the country*; 
^^^“---‘iwithiracks 
fe the beach 


wffl get 

^stiper tyfcwsJof the ?»a4L We 
td.'nndtethis 



:Bfericpnol Pleasure 
boasts Britain’s highest and 
- fastest rollercoaster, the Pepsi 
7 Max Big One. which climbs to 
235ft And plunges riders down 
again at fi&nph. 

. David Mercer, senior 
projects manager at the Plea- 
■. sure. Beach, raid: “Everyone 
wants to go for the longest, 
; biggest, fastest, tallest aKrac- 
tiaps,. but the longest ride 
could be baring. It depends on 
the attraction: A very short 
ride can be exciting. We have 
other-ideas in the pipeline." 

Later this year the resort 
wiD open the Ejector, which 
will give visitors the opportu¬ 
nity to descend 200 ft in free 
foil, strapped Into seats out¬ 
side a sled-tower- Neither 
Blackpool Pleasure Beach nor 
' Aton Towers, which recently 
opened the £10 million ski-tin 
style Nemesis ride, will rave 
any ducs to other rides they 
Arepfanning. '- ’ 

- However, it is understood 
that a ride dubbed Project 
2000 is being developed by a 
Swiss company that will com¬ 
bine the vertical free fall of the 
T 5 « 2 or tower mto a sprawl¬ 
ing. twisting rollercoaster, ft is 
believed that both .an Ameri¬ 
can and a British rite have 
-been earmarked for it. 

. : \*nus is a yory competitive 
-industry,” Mr Mercer said. 
'"Everybody is looking for a 
~ aw fhrilLbar only so much is 
jfoysjcaDy posrible.'’.: 


Sobering 
thought of 
lost hours 

Bv Nigel Hawkes . 

SCIENCE EDITOR ! . 

IF you have alreac^y forgotten 
whereycm were on New Year’s 
Eve you may feamsciled: to 
know why. Sdentists. at die 
Scripps Research Institute jrr 
La Jolla. 1 California,..have 
traced levels ofa^ircrtem fa the 
brain called o-Fos, ^dtich^ves 
a general index of how actfyS 
tite brain is at any time. • ••• 

In rats given-the equivalent 
of- four dnnks, they report in 
Molecular Psychiatry , levels 
of c-Fbs rosein several-parts of 
the hrain, partkuEariy titose 
involved in regulating emo -7 
tion and motivation, and pro¬ 
cessing sensory information. 

However, c-Fos levels fell in 
the region of tite brain called 
the hippocampus, and -re¬ 
mained depressed even when 
the aramals were exposed to,a 
novel environment, .which 
would normally Simulate hip- 
pocampal activity* : 

The hippocampuB - is. re¬ 
sponsible for fanning com¬ 
plex memories - and for 
orientation intime and spa&. 
Dr Andrey Ryabmin and y col- 
leagues conclude that it is the 
selective effect alcohol on 
the hippocampus' .that ac¬ 
counts far the kst hours 
during heavy drinking* 




BvNlGfiL Hawkes, science editor 


THE: Jewish priesthood has 
genetic ch a racteristics that 
may date, bade mrae than. 
34300 years, -scientists have 
founcL . ■*. ' 

- Accpnfing tothe account in 
The Bible, .date-'Jewish, priest-', 
hood wrfs established 3*300 
years ago, whh-the" ; app 6 int- 
- meat of the first -Israelite high 
priest . Ever: since, men who . 
can dairu descent through 
their fafliers have hdd special 
duties and. responsibilities in 
the- Jewish religion, as 
Cohahim. or Cohens. 
/Khowiedgevof thrir descent 
is bared largely in folk memo¬ 
ry, and in Reform Judaism 
their role has been : largely 
replacedby that of rabbis. A... 
new stiKly . 1 however, shows 
that Jewish men who describe 
themselves as Gohens do have 
-a distinct genetic inheritance 
that supports their chum. - 

Strikingly, that is true both 
of Ashkenazi and Sephardic 
-Jews, two communities that 
separated during the Diaspo¬ 
ra in the past thousand years. 
The implication , is that the . 
priestly caste was established 
before the separation, as the 
biblical sources claim. 

The studies, reported in 
Nature, were carried out by 


■scientists foam theTechnfon in 
: Haifo. University College 
London, and the University of 
Arizona. They took swabs 
from the inside of the cheek of 
Jewish mat in IsraeJ. North 
America and Britain, and 
using, a. technique for multi¬ 
plying the DNA in the swabs, 
studied genes oh the Y. chro¬ 
mosome. TTus - is the male 
chrontosome,^^ inherited large¬ 
ly imebanged from .father to 
son.' '' . 

- The team, led by E>r Kari 
Skpredd, bf the Tedmion (the 
IsraelLnstitotepfTechnok^y). 
studied .DNA- from 63 men 
wbo" described themselves as 
Cohens, and 120 cithers ,who 
were Jewish but riot Cohens. 

They found that a particular 
xharker cri.the Y dtromosome, 
called YAP+, was far less 
ccanmaa in the Cohens than in 
thelay Jews. Only 15 per cent 
of the Y chromosomes in the 
. Cohens carried tiiis particular 
marker, while 38.4 per cent of 
foy Jews did-The same distinc¬ 
tion was observed in Ashke- 
nari arid Sephardic Jews. 

- The finding' backs the claim 
, thatCtfoensoD indeed have ah 
ancestry throbgh. tifoir pater¬ 
nal line that is distinct from 
that of other Jews: - 


Hunger for medical advance 
eats into vital research funds 


By John Young - 

FOR the parents of a! child 
born with a serious pongenitaL 
illness, joy is tinged whh - 
tragedy. In the'etwning years 
such births will become in¬ 
creasingly rarer because of 
advances in nantaial surgciy7 
that allow . (Meets to be cor¬ 
rected in the foetus. - 
This surgery is stHl.ai a. 
relatively early stage but neo¬ 
natal scanning has enabled 
doctors to predict with some 
certainty the - health..of a;, 
newborn child and to treat 
conditions that would, until 


recently, have been fatal. Par-* 
ents of patients at the Evdina 
CMdren’s Hospital in central 
LondOo -^are probably only 
vaguely aware of the research 
carried out- at hospitals tike 
Gey’s and St Thomas which 
saves many young lives. 
Money tor research comes 
partly from the' Medical Re- 
search Council,- from large 
charities ’ such .. ; as the 
WdJcome Trust, and a host of 
smaller charities, as well as 
donations and bequests. But 
there is never enough- Profes¬ 
sor George Haycodk. profes¬ 
sor erf paediatrics, lists just 


The Evelina Appeal 

Tadi^adic^rpi^fflrdtTtpaiatote.'nieEyeljratatildren't- 

Hospital Appeal) for £ —. ' 


Or nfatte debir my visa / Access / iwa«erearo ww 



. i 11 rrr 11 1 1 : 

□ 

□ . 



;_/_... 







ADDRESS --- - " 


POSTCODE 


DAYTIME PHONE NP-----——-T 7 ”' 

Tomakeaainsnintci^c^tkmation^^iatdc^vwOlTWOS 

40 ^ w send this cuupoow* your dMmnffl to:. - 

IT* Evdina AppcJds Office. 

Hcoriette Rested House 

Guys Hospatel 
Si Tbootft Street. SEI9RT 
Reg. Charity No. 2SI9S3 

I would libf iny gj/f ©te. _ 

Care n. prpiprtw nf □ or ibe 
Appeal Ftawl O (dek as apprtVriJ^- 
□Tide here it you would Bar a reedpa.- 



some of-the current research 
programmes. In his ownspe- 
- daltty. dealing' with renal 
diseases. ^■- - investigation is 
being. -cAmed - out into 
haemolytic uraemia syn¬ 
drome, a kidney complaint 
caused by infection from the 
E-Coli 0157 bacterium, wbidi 
has. caused die-deaths of. 
elderly people in Scotland.. 

“Young and middle-aged 
-a diihs usiiafly recover but in 
children it causes kidney fail- 
wre'* Professor Haycock said. 
In . any one year between 20 
and 30 children die,. . . 

: Other projects indude Imig- 
: term . research- into the im* 
pjbyement of diabsis ted>- 
niques. The Guy's and St 
Thpiri«'- Hospital - Trust 
maintains the larged: paed¬ 
iatric kidney transplant unit 
' ^Btoaiiv- coi^ 
constant Study of ways of 
preventing rejection: 

• Other departments are 
studying^respiratory diseased 
bowel disorders, prenatal 
heart operations and the im- 
pfemtation of devices sndi as 
pacamakeis into yoiMM pa¬ 
tients. Research is also being 
conducted into new treat¬ 
ments for neurological dis¬ 
eases such as epilepsy and 
muscular dystrophy. - '• 

More controvereial is re- 
:searrit into theus« ofartificfol 
organs to replace human - tis- 
sues and advances in genetic 
engineering. "It may be quite, 
a long time off but 1 think it is 
going- to happen.” Professor. 
Haycock said. "For this and 
for aU our other research we 
notd more and.mqre money." 


Happiness 
is the key 
to quitting 
smoking 

By Jeremy Lwramce 

HEALTH CORKrSPOVDEVT 

MISERABLE people are more 
likely to smoke and find it 
harder 10 quit than those who 
are cheerful, scientists say. 

People who have made new 
year resolutions to slop smok¬ 
ing arc much more likdy 10 
fail if they are fueling down in 
the dumps. An American 
study of 269 smokers who 
warned to kick ihe habit found 
that wily 37 per cem of those 
with depression lasted a week 
without lighting up. compared 
with 56 per cent m those who 
were not depressed. 

The Harvard University re¬ 
searchers say in ihe Journal of 
Clinical psychology that treat¬ 
ment vrith nicotine patches is 
especially helpful for those 
who rely on cigarettes to boost 
their mood. People who want 
>0 stop smoking should first be 
screened for signs of depres¬ 
sion and offered nicotine re¬ 
placement, they say. 

Dr Martin Jarvis, reader in 
health psychology at Univer¬ 
sity College London, said sur¬ 
veys showed that more than 
half of those with depression 
smoked Dr Gay Sutherland, 
from the National Addiction 
Centre ar the Znstimte of 
Psychiatry in London, said 
that, depressed or not, people 
who succeed in quitting smok¬ 
ing for a month could look 
forward to less stress. “The 
problem is that most smokers 
never stay off agarenes long 
enough to realise this, because 
in the first weeks of quitting 
their stress levels go upu" 
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Nappy new year baby Erin and her mother Bereniece in hospital yesterday 


Baby Erin 
arrives on 
the stroke 
of twelve 

By a Si \ff RtPOKTr.K 


ERIN Elizabeth Scullion was 

claimed yesterday to be Brit¬ 
ain's first baby of 1997 after 
being bom as Big Ben struck 
midnight. 

Doctors stamped official 
birth documents for ihe 81b 
Soz girl with a delivery time of 
00 . 1)0 hours on fhe first day of 
ihe new year. Her father 

Resin said: "It doesn’t make 
her any more special — noth¬ 
ing could, she's gorgeous." 

Erin was bom by Caesar¬ 
ean section after her mother 
Bereniece. 24. was in labour 
for II hours at the Friar- 
age Hospital. Northallerton. 
North Yorkshire. Mrs Scul¬ 
lion was conscious through¬ 
out the delivery, which ended 
as the clock chimed for the 
twelfth lime. 

Mr Scullion said: “We had 
the radio on but no one was 
really paying much anentinn 
to iL Then jusi nn ihe twelfth 
'dong’, they flipped over to 
Trafalgar Square and we 
heard all the crowds singing 
Au Id Lflny Syne — and'the 
baby cried. It was a wonderful 
moment. The midwives and 
doctors have marked her 
birth card with all the noughts 
— 00.00 — that’s what time 
she was bom.” 

He said that mother and 
daughter — horn with a mop 
of strawberry blonde hair — 
were doing well. Erin is the 
first child for the couple, who 
are air traffic controllers at 
RAF Leeming in North York¬ 
shire. Mr Scullion. 25. also 
has a six-year-old son. Owen. 
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The Archers recover 
their lost past in 
Tokyo and Kentucky 

By Alexandra Frean. media correspondent 
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HUNDREDS of episodes of 
The Archers , thought to have 
been lost tower, haw been 
unearthed as far afield as Tok¬ 
yo. Kentucky and PontypooL 

The home-made recordings 
of the programme came to 
light after the BBC asked The 
Archers' four million listeners 
to help to trace vintage epi¬ 
sodes of the rural soap which 
the corporation had simply 
thrown away. 

Vanessa Whitburn, editor of 
The Archers, said she was 
overwhelmed at the response 
to the appeal, which was 
launched in November. 
“People seem to have secreted 
tapes in attics, cellars and 
suitcases. We guessed this 
might be the case but could 
not be surer she said. 

Ms Whitburn said that the 
corporation was particularly 
keen on older episodes from 
the serial's early days in the 
1050s and iQbrts. “There was 
one episode in the early 1960s 
when Walter Gabriel bought a 
baby elephant to the 


Amb ridge fete. I hope that 
somewhere, amongst all the 
treasures that people are send¬ 
ing in, this episode will come 
to light," she said. 

Paul Hickey, who first 
began listening to The Archers 
as a boy of ten in the 1960s. has 
collected over 150 hours, re¬ 
corded for him between 1935 to 
1989 when he worked for an 
American bank in Tokyo. 

His Archers tapes had made 
him an instant hit with British 
expatriate wives. “When you 
are abroad. The Archers is the 
aural equivalent of Mamnite. 
something quimessentially 
English and a welcome taste 
of home that you cant get 
any vhere else." he said. 

Listening to The Archers is a 
regular Sunday tea-time habit 
of Philip and Margaret Chase. 
a Birmingham couple who 
live in Lexington. Kentucky. 
The couple left Britain in 1972 
and have been sent tapes 
regularly by relatives. “It is 
one of those things that keeps 
you in touch with the old 


country.” Mr Chase. 49, an oil 
company executive, said. 

Reginald Watkins, a sheep 
fanner from PontypooL 
Gwent, has kept SO tapes of 
The Archers recorded over the 
past 15 years. His collection is 
unusual because it consists of 
edited highlights rather than 
entire programes. His tapes 
contain valuable scenes with 
older characters such as Wal¬ 
ter Gabriel and Mrs P. 

Tire Archers appeal resulted 
from the BBC's previous poli¬ 
cy of re-recording over old 
tapes. Between 1951 and 1989 
only episodes containing mo¬ 
mentous scenes such as births, 
marriages and deaths were 
kept. The introduction of digi¬ 
tal technology in the early 
1990s. which enables material 
to be stored in a fraction of the 
space occupied by old-fash¬ 
ioned tape reels, means that 
now ail episodes are kept 

The tapes provided by Ar¬ 
chers fans will be used to make 
a further compilation tape for 
sale by the BBC. 
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Sister act twins Karen and Sarah Steben, 2L of Montreal, whose Duo Trapeze act forms part of the Saltimbanco show by 

Solefl. The show, at the Royal Albert Hall until January 19. blends theatre, dance, acrobatics, music, costume and a dramatic light show 


The Eurostar 
January Sale. 


31 December — 13 January 


Ui'o 
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Travel 

(Tuesday’■Thursday. including Saturday away) 


Brussels was £59 now £49 


Lille 


was £57 now £49 


& 




Calais was £57 now £39 


Midweek Day Trips 

(Monday-Thursday, booking Id days in advance) 


Paris 


was £69 now £59 


Brussels was £59 now £49 


Lille 


was £49 now £39 
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Calais was £49 now £29 

Fares apply to tickets purchased 
31 December to 13 January inclusive. 
Travel must be taken by 26th March. 
Subject to terms and availability. 
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e ia r o star 


0345 30 30 30 

or see an appointed travel agent or railway station. 


By Joe Joseph 

THE spirit might be willing, 
but the flesh is stiD weak 
when it comes to not discrimi¬ 
nating against people with the 
sorts of accent you hear in 
gritty Alan Bleasdale dramas 
or from Benny at the late 
Crossroads moteL 

The Institute of Personnel 
and Development came to 
that insight after questioning 
recruitment specialists, who 
confessed that, yes. people 
with strong regional accents 
were often discriminated 
against at work or when 
applying for jobs. 

The basic gist is that if ytnr 
have a Liverpool. Glasgow or 
Birmingham accent and you 
are really keen to get that job. 
then learn sign language be¬ 
fore your interview. Those are 
the three accents that are seen 
as “negative” by some 
employers. 

But if you are a Glaswegian 
entrepreneur or personnel di¬ 
rector you get your own bade, 
because in Scotland an upper- 
dass English accent “positive¬ 
ly incites hostility”, according 
to the chief executive of one 
recruitment firm. 

Accent one London recruit¬ 
ment consultant told the insti¬ 
tute, “communicates back¬ 
ground. education and birth¬ 
place and frankly, some back¬ 
grounds are more marketable 
than others. I would advise 
anyone with a ‘redbrick’ or 
industrial accent to upgrade. 
Politicians and lawyers do it 
so why shouldn’t others?" 

Another consultant said: 
“Let's dice if — people with a 
S couse accent sound whiny 
and people with Brummie 
accents sound stupid.” 

A Dorset woman told the 
survey that she had no idea 
how strong the attitude to 
accents was until she moved 
to London: “As soon as I 
opened my mouth, people 


Parents’ 
toy story 
costs them 
£ 1,750 

By A Staff Reporter 

PARENTS spend an average 
of £1,750 on toys for their 
children up to the age of 14. 
research has shown. Five- 
year-olds receive the most at 
£200 each a year, falling to £14 
a year for those aged 12. 

A survey of EL800 youngsters 
for the toy manufacturer Lego 
found that the average family 
of 2.4 children spends £4.203 
on toys by the time their sons 
and daughters reach 14. Girls 
said that they paid more 
attention id the “aesthetic 
beauty“ of a toy, tending to 
prefer more realistic rather 
than artificial toys. 

The survey found that girls 
read for pleasure and listened 
to the radio or music more 
than boys, who .spent more 
time using a computer or 
playing sport. Swimming, cy. 
ding and football were die 
three most popular sports. 

Girls of all ages were found 
to read more than boys and to 
progress quickly from comics 
to magazines. The average age 
of girls reading the magazine 
fust 17 was 13. according to the 
survey. 



WorzeiGummidge: case 

for job discrimination? 

would be queuing up to do 
Worzd Gummidge imita¬ 
tions. A lot of people seem to 
think that if you spoke with a 
Dorset accent, you were thick 
and uneducated. Some would 
even slow down or speak 
louder when they were talk¬ 
ing to roe.” 

John Major is doing what 
he can to set tut example Jn 
his drive for a classless Brit¬ 
ain, in which all are judged on 
ability rather than accent; be 
has made Pari lament a refuge 
for anyone who feels discrimi¬ 
nated against because of how 
they speak. Major himself 
persists in saying “wunT-in¬ 
stead of “want", Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
calls us “prpple" instead of 
people, and John Prescott, the 
deputy leader of the Opposi¬ 
tion. speaks in cortiptac 
anagrams. 

Dianah Worman. the Insti¬ 
tute of Personnel and. Devel¬ 
opment's equal opportunities 
policy adviser, says: “Deci¬ 
sions about people’s suitabil¬ 
ity for jobs, promotion or 
training should only ever be 
based on merit and ability, 
not petty prejudice.” She's 
probably against sin. loo. ; 
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Employers admit 
they still lend an 
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A good 
book still 
beats its 
hi-tech 
rivals 


NpON has. emergeda' ’ ~ —77^—"— ... — . — — ' * — . 1 ~ 

"A" archaeological haitage that dates 
footed from witemsSauJ from the dawnirf.tiitteis being broken into 
i$M to the wst mdude.S* tiny pieces to be sold to unscrupulous 

***&. in linden. Dalya Alberge reports 


By Damian Whitworth 


come from museums, de-. 
strayed -during.the GolfWar 
/.and from .illegal digs at thou- 
■...sands of archaeological sites. 
■'" 1 Ptjlice say that dealers, include • 
*k|8 some on'the. BortobeUo 
'Road market in west London, 
/have been seen whh_objecfcs of 
\iuspidous origin. Bur proving 
. Act were .looted is difficult 
- £.abd the antiquities disappear 
.before inquiries even begin. 

■■ Treasures from the ancient 
cultures of Sumeria. Bahylcra 
:{arid Assyria; as. well-its the, 
•Classical and Hellenistic peri- 
ods. are being broken’ up Into 
Jess recognisable — and more 
^inarketable — pieces. ‘John 
JRussell, an American out his¬ 


torian andarchafiologisj frbin. they were not among objects 
Colombia ’ University.- said harked away and looted dur- 


fhai great antiquities were 
being lost for ever. “The 
heritage erf. Iraq is our heri- 
; tage- It goes back to tbedawn 
1 of time. This is a tragedy* 

In November, a lawyer act- 
tr® f far a potential buyer 
stowed . DrRusself ten .frag¬ 
ments arid asked whether they 
were.stolen. He/recognised 
than as alabaster carvings 
htra .the palace tejflt at Nine¬ 
veh by Setinachmh. king of 


The: carvings : : were intact 
when Dr.Russefl was last 
alkwredto-visitlraqml990,so 



Another smaH section sold to ^Western coDedor 


mg the Gulf War. The 1ft 
square fragments come from 
sculptures measuring up to 8fl 
square; Because they come 
from near the base, the rest 
must have been destroyed. 

br Russell said that previ¬ 
ously half a dozen such trea¬ 
sures might appear on the 
market in a year; “Here are 
ten all at once." On a previous 
occasion be was told three 
other stolen items from Nine¬ 
veh might have found their 
way to London and he alerted 
Scotland Yard. 

Economic sanctions against 
Iraq were exacerbating the 
.destruction. Dr Russell said. 
Starving Iraqis were driven to 
looting, the nation could not 
afford to guard the sites and 
officials did not have photo¬ 
graphs of objects to help to 
trade them down. Attempts by 
Unesco to photograph and 
catalogue Iraqi sites have been 
blocked by the UN Security 
Council'S sanctums com¬ 
mittee. ..y 

The situation is impossible 
to police: Iraq has 1.000 major 
archaeological sites, tens of 
thousands of minor ones and 
long land borders. Slipping 
out to Syria, Jordan and Iran 
whh a donkey or car conceal¬ 
ing priceless treasures is easy. 

British. American and Japa- 


A Nineveh figure photographed by Dr Russell as part of an Sft carving but now chipped out and stolen 


pese archaeologists have pub¬ 
lished lists of stolen works but 
they are barred from visiting 
the sites. Artists’ sketches can 
convey only' something of 
what the pieces look like. 

Philip Saunders of Trace. 
the magazine, which liaises 
with international police 
farces and the art world in 
tracing stolen works, said that 
sanctions barred him from 
reproducing photographs of 
missing Iraqi items , let alone 
visiting the sites. Beautiful 
Sumerian seals were among 
the treasures, he said. 

While an estimated 4,000 
hems are believed to have 
been looted during the Gulf 
War. it is impossible to know 
tow many other objects have 


disappeared. Mr Saunders 
said: “An amazing amount of 
material is coming on the 
market.” Every time news 
filtered out of a dealer with 
dubious objects, they disap¬ 
peared. He said that Trace 
was bring asked every few 
weeks to check items on its 
database but because of the 
lack of information coming 
from Iraq if was proving 
difficult. 

In March. Yale University 
Press will publish Dr Russell’s 
study From Nineveh to New 
York, a study of the Metropoli¬ 
tan Museum’s Assyrian collec¬ 
tion and the story of how he 
and a British Museum scholar 
authenticated an Assyrian 
stone carving in Canford 


School, Dorset, in 1094. It was 
sold for £7.7 million to a 
Japanese collection. Dr Rus¬ 
sell said yesterday that if such 
treasures could fetch those 
prices on the legal market, the 
financial incentives on the 
illegal marker would be 
strong. 

He called for collectors to be 
more vigilant in asking ques¬ 
tions about provenance. That 
was the only way to discour¬ 
age the trade. But he admined 
that when a seller insisted that 
a piece left the Middle East 
last century, there was link 
way of proving suspicions that 
it could not have been more 
than a few months. 

Mr Saunders said that there 
was such an insatiable appe¬ 


tite among collectors that loot¬ 
ers were not bothering to fake 
provenance. Items exchanged 
hands for four to six-figure 
sums. He wondered whether 
Iraqi customs officials were 
told to look out for heritage 
items. British Customs cer¬ 
tainly did not make such 
checks, he said, allowing 
items of sculpture into the 
country if those bringing them 
said they had been bought. 

Countering the argument 
that heritage objects can be 
preserved for the future if kept 
in the West, he said that not 
only were the objects them¬ 
selves being destroyed, but 
their historical value once they 
were removed from the origi¬ 
nal sites was lost. 
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Illegal traders in protected species to meet their nemesis 


ByNickNoteau. -. . 

ENVIRONMENT CORRESBONt>£NT 


MJS3S 


CUSTOMSofficers-arefet get. a 
powerful. weapon^ fe- the \ war. 
againstthe mititimfimorepcSindine- 
gtil trade in rareamnwks.l ;^;. 

British researritere devel¬ 
oped a scanner which. mufiaoies. 
candeteri^ifamsjjich^faamfbags, 
wallets ami cldtfrfcs jtfaufi:; from 
mternatkjuaBy.prmiected species. It 


1 The system, codenamri 
esisr is - the bramritifd v ; 


Hop-’•' 
Tvn 


. Dockerty, a computer expert at the 
..University of East Anglia in Nor¬ 
wich. The computerised device, 
whose development has been fund¬ 
ed by HM Customs and Excise. 

. w3T first be used to recognise snake 
_skms, mairfnng patterns, scale size 
. and.shapes, and other features 
atitfa a database of more than 100 
v 3pedtse pf ^snakes powered, by the 
CUavcntiorL. o?l the International 
J Trade isr-Endangered - Species 
i€IT£$k vriadvlias been signed by. 
;'^-0uti,M4htioDs. Trade in 
soine-species; such as the Siberian 


tiger. Is banned and in others 
requires licences. Separate Euro¬ 
pean Union regulations set quotas 
on the number of animal skins and 
parts that can be imported. 

The illegal trade in protected 
animals is the second biggest 
criminal trade in the wojld,. .after 
drugs. Customs officers routinely 
find fashion a ccessories and souve¬ 
nirs in tourists* luggage made from 
endangered species. Guy Clarke, a. 
. member of the CITES enfo r cement 
team at Heathrow, said: “Normal¬ 
ly they are brought through in 


ignorance. A lot of these items are 
openly on sale in South America 
and Africa. For local traders a sale 
is a side. What they fail to mention 
is that you need a permit to take it 
out of the country or that interna¬ 
tional trade is banned." 

One recent case involved two 
people intercepted at Heathrow 
from Karachi. Pakistan. Inside a 
large polystyrene box inside a 
rucksack were 60 lizards and 
legless lizards. However, the offi¬ 
cers identified many of the lizards 
as being protected species, and the 


"legless lizards" turned out to be 
endangered snakes covered by 
trade agreements. . 

Nemesis, which requires no spe¬ 
cialist knowlegde to operate, is 
about 95 per cent accurate and can 
spot rare species even when the 
skins have been dyed.- Birds’ eggs 
may soon be added to the system. 
“It might be possible to use it on 
tropical timber too." Dr Dockerty 
said. 

Charles Mackay. leader of the 
CITES enforcement team at Heath¬ 
row. said the system would work 


alongside one codenamed Green 
Parrot This allows officers to 
identify a live species that might be 
an illegal consignment 
“It can be asked to search for all 
white parrots with a crest and blue 
eye ring," Mr Mackay said. The 
system then displays images of 
likely birds on the screen, with latin 
names, common names and coun¬ 
tries of origin. The officer can zoom 
in on key features and view the 
animal from several directions. 
Green Parrot also covers reptiles, 
butterflies, corals and amphibians. 


THE appetite for a good book 
is undiminished, despite com¬ 
petition from computer media 
such as CD-Roms, research 
has found. 

An analysis by the Policy 
Studies Institute of reading 
habits found thai nearly half 
of those surveyed said that 
they were currently reading a 
book for pleasure, a propor¬ 
tion that has changed linle 
since 1989. 

Nearly 30 per cent of house¬ 
holds have a computer but 
only 7 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion has the multimedia ca¬ 
pacity necessary’ to run CD- 
Roms. the computer rival to 
books. Indeed, dipping into a 
book remains so widespread u 
pastime it even outstrips gar¬ 
dening and do-it-yourself. 

Of those who do have CD- 
Roms. 69 per cent use it for 
work and 50 per cent for 
game-playing, but only 24 per 
cent for reference and 22 per 
cent for education. 

“New media are still no 
march for the book and new 
technology has not yet made 
any impaa on people's read - 
ing habits." Rachel Dunlop, a 
research fellow'ai the institute, 
said. Bui she added that the 
picture might change as books 
become more expensive and 
CD-Roms cheaper. 

Book buying has increased 
slightly, as 30 per cent of those 
surveyed had bought 16 or 
more books in 1995 compared 
with 28 per cent in 1989. The 
biggest boom has been in 
crime and thriller books, 
which in 1995 accounted for 18 
per cent of books bought, up 
by 4 per cent on 1994. 

The collapse ofthe Net Book 
Agreement was followed by 
heavily discounted bestsellers, 
but did not appear to have had 
a long-term eflecr on sales. 
However, the one group that 
was failing to follow the trend 
was men, whh more than 30 
per cent saying they had not 
read a book for pleasure in the 
past five years, compared with 
20 per cent of women. 

In all. J9 per cent of those 
surveyed had bought an 
audiobook bur multimedia 
and audiobook users were 
heavy readers of books too. 


Leading article, page 17 



r 

Interest Free 

<b 


Credit 


Set payment opium 2 belotr 


rr 





tj 

A 






HI 


63 £935 



The Ultimate Multimedia deal! 


1 P120 Home Ofliee 1 


Quick Specification Check 
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KitKat 

4 Finger x 8 pack 
£1-69 

BUY 2 GET 
80 POINTS 



Squee 2 y Ketchup 
114kg 
£171 

BUY 1 GET 
50 POINTS 


; *. ^cy .. Sainsburys 

■''^ Milk/Plain Chocolate 
Digestives400g 

W&’&aM j] »¥ 

BUY ANY 2 

;4^i getsopoints 


PG Tips 160s • 

£2*95 

BUY 2 GET 
150 POINTS 


sp»^! 


H 




Sainsburys 
Liquid Cleaner 
900ml 
£149 

BUY1GET 
50 POINTS 



KP Skips x 10 pack 
£1-59 

BUY 2 GET 
100POINTS 


-•' v - -1 , I jr-. ‘fV P* 

"\^J± : } $ A. - g 



Cqj^e200g- 

£3-49 

BUY 3 GET 
300POINTS 





BUY 2 GET 
100 POINTS 






: Golden Vender 

Crisps/Wotsirs x 10 pack 
£3*59 

BUY ANY 2 

(JET •• 

160 POINTS 




K£:-f£ 

F V:- Zback 


M 



■ V 



Wagon Wheels 
x 6 pack 
73p 

BUY 2 GET 
40 POINTS 
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Caiisberg Lager 
4x440mlpacfe 
£3-35 

BUY 1 GET 
50 POINTS 


rsv»»*js- 


Heinz Weight i | 

Watchers Soups 295g yt 

37p <5 Vegetable 

1 i DahA 
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VV W 
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• 4x440mlpack : - 
’ £3-39 

BUY 2 GET 
200POINTS 


; BITTER 


iVNsauR^.s.j 



- W5v?vrV 







Tango6x330ml pack 
All Vaneties ■ 




100 POINTS 





jl? 7 . > 

. s«s;at“-si;A- : ••• •_. V; 


’/■'•U- /,'jy >* 'y ■ - . . - ■' ' • 

£1-99 

BUY2GET 

100POINTS 


Heinz Weight 
Watchers 

Baked Beans420g 
33p 

BUY 2 GET 
25 POINTS 


50Afr3ciSJ5tf 


■Atrv Si 


Heinz Weight 
Watchers 
Spaghetti400g 
33p 

BUY 2 GET 
25 POINTS 


Strong T>ry Cider 



Kronenbomg 
4x440ml pack 
£3-99 

BUY 2 GET 
200POINTS 




Tblo x4/x 5 pack 

69p-75p 

BUY ANY 2 
GET 

40 POINTS 


Wall’s Too Good 
To Be True750ml 
£199 

BUY ANY 2 
GET 

100 POINTS 


Sainsburys Frozen 
Floret Mix lkg - 
£1-99 

BUY 1 GET 
75 POINTS 



Sainsbuzyk 
Marinades 275g 
£1-39 

I BUYANY2 
GET 

150 POINTS 





WeightWatchers 
Malted Danish 
Bread 4O0g , : 
63p 

BUYl GET 
20 POINTS 


Watchers Frozoi 


295g-.i20g 
£1-29-£1-99 


100TOINTS 



BUY^2GET 

100POINTS 


OFFERS AVAILABLE UNTIL 11TH JANUARY. ALSO AVAILABLE AT SAINSBURY'S SAVACENTRES. MERCHANDISE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. SOME LINES ARE AVAILABLE AT LARGER 
BRANCHES ONLY. THE LAW DOES NOT PERMIT THE SALE OF ALCOHOL TO PERSONS UNDER THE AGE OF 18. ALCOHOL IS NOT AVAILABLE AT OUR BALLYMENA STORE. 

visit oun web site atj http://www.j-sainsbury.co.uk 
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novon 


Novon 

Automatic E3 1.2kg 

£1-69 PH 

BUY ANY 2 ggt 

■.■■get M 

125POINTS M 
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tttt 
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Faiiy Liquid 500ml 

72p 

BUY ANY 2 
GET 

40 POINTS 


£289 



mmm 


‘ ^k>usse600rnl 
k* • £1*75 •"•="•• 

BUY ANY 2 
t GET 
100 POINTS 



VJ>- • 


Timotci Shampoo/ 
Conditioner200ml 
£1-39 

BUY1GET 
50 POINTS 


TtMOTEl v? 


f'SCXMTHJCK 

\ »Mi ,ur. I.IU-U-: 
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Sainsburys 

Shower Gel 250ml 
99p 

BUY ANY 2 
tpt 

75 POINTS 


Sainsburys 
Extra Thick Kitchen 
Towel 2 roll 
£1-32 

BUY 1 GET 
35 POINTS 


; 


Muin/Wuni -' 






ISOml £fc69 r£l-89 

BUYANY2 


lOOPOINrS 


■ .■utv-ru 


Jiiiu l iris pi: 


Sainsburys Extra Reward Points 

are here to stay. You 11 jrnd them on 


Salon Selectives 
Shampoo/ 

C onditioner 400ml 

£1-99 

BUY ANY 2 GET 
100 POINTS 


fmi'eu \ 


BUY 1 GET 


[lliillj 


f . '<■' X 



an 


amazing number of selected 


. items and you’ll be bappy to know 

^ ^ J 


Silvikrin 

Hairspray 300ml 
£1*79 

BUY ANY 2 
GET 

125 POINTS 


’ INTENSIVE 

•i i.M> LOTION 



?A: ,.'S9p-'v : ;; 


wmm 


U*T»>y 


^lpussebxb? 


Enigmas w 
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that you can continue collecting 
Reward Points throughout January 


Sainsburys 

Intensive 

Hand Lotion 200ml 
£1-49 

BUY 1 GET 
50 POINTS 


Aquafresh Pump 
Toothpaste 100ml 
£1-89 

BUY ANY 2 
GET 

100 POINTS 







^^:1;BUY1GET 

Ae®tYnv!TC 


buyiget 


and beyond. We’d like you to make 


it your New Years resolution to 
sbop at Sainsbury s. 
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Radox 

ShowerfVesh 250ml 
£1-89 

BUY ANY 2 
GET 

100 POINTS 
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Pure 




86p;.: •: . 

BUY 2 GET 

SOPOINTS L 





Utterly fcutceifylkg 
£2-09 

BUYIGET 
60 POINTS 






BUYIGET w : 
100 POINTS £ 


• irtiSW -i 

Dove 2 x lOOg pack =v r ^T 3r 

£1-57 *£? 

BUY ANY 2 

GET Cream Baf 

100 POINTS 


i f •: j-.; Birds Eye Frozen 

Sliced Roast Pork in 
• -'2 Gravy 227g 

P' ' £1*79 

^ BUYIGET 

50 POINTS 





pork Farms; 



I>iSnishUnsmoked, j.yV.ynr’ 
Rindless Back Bacon 




BUYIGET 








Sainsburys 
- Earn “ S & 

I 100 BUYIGET 
La» 100 POINTS 


> 1 t> rti 




l\C" .Ti ll ( ,uTl 


tiiietex40pack 


130 POINTS 





Sainsbury s Low Fat Sainsbuiy s Diet 

Fruit Fools 113g : f Yogurts 8 xl25g pack 

48p p| L £2-09 

,BUY.ANY2. BUYIGET 

GET m'W'm 50 POINTS 
50 POINTS 



Now with even more 
point to it. 
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Two Republicans 
throw lifeline to 
embattled Gingrich 


From Ian Broeme in Washington 


NEWT GINGRICH received 
an unexpected boost yesterday 
in his fight to win re-election 
as Speaker of the US House of 
Representatives despite his 
admission of ethics violations. 

Two Republicans on the 
ethics sub-committee who in¬ 
vestigated Mr Gingrich de¬ 
clared that they wilt still vote 
for him. They also vowed to 
oppose any attempts to cen¬ 
sure Mr Gingrich that would 
preclude him from holding the 
Speaker's chair. 

This news was offset by an 
announcement from the ethics 
cumminee that it would not 
begin its deliberations on a 
punishment for Mr Gingrich 
until next Wednesday, one day 
after the full House is sup¬ 
posed to vote for a new 
Speaker. Nor will the agony 
be over quickly: the committee 
anticipates taking two weeks, 
with public hearings and no 
final action by the foil House 
on punishment until January 
21. the day after President 
Clinton's inauguration for his 
second term. 

Mr Gingrich had already 
declared that he would stand 
for re-election, even if the 
committee was still pondering 
his fate. The 227 House Re¬ 
publicans are left in the awk¬ 
ward position of voting for 
him without knowing all the 


facts. This puts a strain on the 
loyalty’ many feel towards him 
for leading their capture of the 
House in IW after 40 years in 
the minority. 

So for IS Republicans have 
been quoted as uneasy about 
having to vote before his 
punishment is known and 
many more have been pres¬ 
sured by editorials in their 
local newspapers to abandon 
Mr Gingrich for abusing the 
public trust. 

Only one back-bencher, 
Michael Forbes of Long Is¬ 
land, has stated flatly that he 
will not vote for Mr Gingrich. 
But if 20 Republicans were to 
abstain they would provoke a 
disaster for the party by 
allowing the Democrats to 
elect their leader, Richard 
Gephardt, as Speabrr. ft is a 
powerful position and second 
only to the Vice-President in 
the line of succession to the 
presidency. 

In an effort to avoid further 
slippage, a letter was foxed to 
all House Republicans from 
their two colleagues on the 
ethics committee who said 
their support for Mr Gingrich 
was solid. Porter Goss, of 
Florida, and Steve Schiff. of 
New Mexico, wrote: “We 
know of no reason now, nor do 
we foresee any in the normal 
course of events, why Newt 


New UN chief to 
coax America 
over $1.3bn debt 

From James Bone in new york 


THE first task facing Kofi 
Annan, who took office yester¬ 
day as Secretary-Genera] of 
the United Nations, will be to 
repair the organisation's frac¬ 
tured relations with America. 

High on Mr Annan’s agen¬ 
da is a trip to Washington — 
likely to be bis first official 
visit — to discuss a suggested 
“grand bargain" that would 
offer UN reform in echange 
for America paying its $13 
billion (£7S0 million) debt to 
the organisation. 

President Clinton has in¬ 
vited the new UN chief to visit 
the White House before Inau¬ 
guration Day on January 20. 
and Jesse Helms, the veteran 
conservative senator, has sug¬ 
gested that he meet members 
of his powerful Senate For¬ 
eign Relations Committee, 
which decides US funding. 

In his inaugural address to 
the UN General Assembly. 
Mr Annan said (hat he would 
seek agreement of UN mem¬ 
ber states on how to “reposi¬ 
tion" the organisation for the 
next century. "Kofi is not 
planning revolutions." one 
aide cautioned. “He is going 
to be scaling back and seeking 
consensus." 

Mr Annan will be helped in 
his relations with the Ameri¬ 
cans by the perception that he 



Annan: scaling back 


was installed at America’s 
behest after Washington used 
its veto power in the Security 
Council to oust the Egyptian 
incumbent, Boutros Boutros 
Ghali. 

As the former bead of die 
UN peacekeeping department 
during the traumatic missions 
in Somalia and Bosnia. Mr 
Annan also enjoys the confi¬ 
dence of the new US Secretary 
of State, Madeleine Albright, 
who spent the Iasi four years 
as Washington's Ambassador 
at the UN. 

The Clinton Administration 
is expected to propose in its 
forthcoming budget recom¬ 
mendations to Congress that 
the United States pay off its 
UN debt in installments. The 
proposal will face resistance 
in the Republican-controlled 
Congress, however, where 
key legislators are insisting 
on further proof that the UN 
mil streamline its operations. 

In an olive branch to Mr 
Annan, Mr Helms wrote in a 
letter. "If you choose to be an 
agent of real and deep-seated 
change, you will find many 
supporters and even allies 
here in the US Congress." 

Speaking on his last day in 
office. Dr Boutros Ghali la¬ 
mented that he had been 
unable to solve the organ¬ 
isation's longstanding finan¬ 
cial crisis, which largely stems 
from the American arrears. 
He added that he had tried to 
maintain a "minimum of 
independence" — a dear dig 
at the United States. 

□ Tokyo’s turn: Japan joined 
the UN Security Council, 
along with four other coun¬ 
tries, and assumed the rotat¬ 
ing presidency for a one- 
month stint Costa Rica, 
Japan, Kenya, Portugal and 
Sweden were elected by the 
Genera) Assembly on October 
21 to sit on the Security 
Council for two years as non- 
permanent members. IAGP) 


US presidency gains 
new powers of veto 


By Ian Bkodie 


FEW changes have been 
awaited with more anticipa¬ 
tion in Washington than the 
new veto power given to the 
President under a law that 
came into effect yesterday. 

The new authority, known 
as the line-item veto, enables 
President Clinton and his 
successors to strike specific 
spending or tax measures 
from legislation without kill¬ 
ing a whole Bill. 

The aim is to go after the so- 
called "pork barrel" projects 
that members of Congress slip 
into spending Bills to benefit 
their own constituencies. 
Another target will be the 
special tax breaks for firms or 
industries that lawmakers at¬ 
tach to Bills as favours to 
lobbyists or big campaign 
contributors. 

Ronald Reagan started 
pleading for a line-item veto 15 


years ago. but although 
popular with voters. Mr Rea¬ 
gan's idea only- became a 
reality when Republicans won 
control of both the House and 
Senate two years ago and 
passed the line-item veto 
under their Contract with 
America. 

The Democratic Mr Clinton 
signed the Bill as pan of his 
drive towards a balanced bud¬ 
get saying that it would 
comhar “speriaKnferesr boon¬ 
doggles, tax loopholes and 
pure pork". 

The Bill has already been 
challenged as unconstitutional 
in lawsuits that are wending 
their way through the courts. 

Another new law inspired 
by the Republicans that came 
into effect yesterday will cut off 
welfare benefits to an estimat¬ 
ed 100.000 unemployed drug 
addicts and alcoholics. 


Gingrich would be ineligible 
to serve as Speaker." In other 
words, the pair think that 
censuring Mr Gingrich would 
be unwarranted and will opt 
instead for the lesser penalty 
of a reprimand, which would 
not require him to step down 
as Speaker. They could not 
guarantee, of course, that the 
eight other committee mem¬ 
bers — five Democrats and 
three Republicans — will feel 
the same way. The letter was 
greeted by Democrats as evi¬ 
dence of Mr Gingrich's crum¬ 
bling support. 

For all his troubles, no 
challenger to Mr Gingrich has 
emerged within the Republi¬ 
can ranks, a testament to his 
skill at building coalitions 
within the party. But if his 
chances of re-election become 
more precarious. Republicans 
may be forced to appoint a 
caretaker Speaker to fill in 
until his case is settled. 

Mr Gingrich's problems 
stem from his televised college 
course, a scarcely disguised 
attempt to recruit new party 
members. He has admitted 
failing to ensure that he com¬ 
plied with laws barring use of 
tax-exempt charitable dona¬ 
tions to-pay for a partisan 
project and to misleading Con¬ 
gress about his connection to 
the funds. 


Hashimoto 
attacks role 
of media in 
lima siege 

By Gabrielia Gamin i 

FN LIMA AND 

Our Foreign staff 

JAPAN’S Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto yester¬ 
day criticised the media for 
making direct contact with 
rebels holding 81 hostages at 
the Japanese Ambassador’s 
residence in Lima. Peru. 

"It has provided the guerril¬ 
las with a propaganda oppor¬ 
tunity." Mr Hashimoto told 
reporters. “I think it may 
harden the Peruvian Govern¬ 
ment." 

A score of photographers 
were admitted to the hostage 
compound on Tuesday. They 
talked to rebel leader Nestor 
Cerpa Cartolini and some 
captives, including Japan's 
Ambassador Morihisa Aoki. 

Mr Aoki said he "must 
deeply apologise to the Japa¬ 
nese people and the Japanese 
Government for the situation 
because this occupation is 
caused by my lack of virtue." 
according to an interview 
broadcast on Japanese tele¬ 
vision. 

The hostages were seized by 
a Tupac Amaru "suicide 
squad" at a party on Decem¬ 
ber 17. Those that remain are 
largely key military figures 
and top police officials. 

Red Cross workers kept up 
their supply of food and water 
to the besieged residence, and 
delivered smoked salmon, 
turkeys, and cakes to "cele¬ 
brate" the new year. But the 
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Nestor Ceipa. left the rebel leader who still bolds SI hostages, including Morihisa Aoki, the Japanese Ambassador, 


hostages must have spent the 
first hours of 1997 wondering 
whether they would ever gel 
ouL President Fujimori an¬ 
nounced he was running out 
of patience and did not rule 
out the use of force to end the 
stand off. "To rule out the use 
of force 1 want to see the 
terrorists putting down then- 
arms and releasing the hos¬ 
tages first" he said yesterday. 

The rebels say they will not 
budge from their main de¬ 


mand for the release of hun¬ 
dreds of imprisoned guer¬ 
rillas serving life sentences in 
remote, high-security prisons. 

“We came into the Japanese 
Ambassador's home with the 
intention of getting our com¬ 
rades out of inhuman prisons 
and will not be leaving until 
this happens. We are ready to 
hold out for weeks." Senor 
Cerpa. told the cameramen 
on Tuesday. 

His "army" of young guer¬ 


rillas dressed in battle fa¬ 
tigues and all wearing red 
and white bandanas across 
their faces—some are wo men 
no oWer than 18—showed off 
their arson of weapons to 
photographers. Television 
pictures showed that sofas 
and dining tables inside the 
Japanese Ambassador’s home 
have been (tiled up as-shields 
against the windows. 

"It looks like the rebels are 
now ready to get tough and 


have in their tends all the 
people who have been their 
traditional enemies;" said a 
Western diplomat, 

"It becomes harder and 
harder to envisage an end 
without bloodshed,” he 
added 

Security and government 
officials say they expect a 
drawn out stand-off that could 
lost for weeks, but are also 
drawing up plans for mflitaiy 
intervention. 
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accuses 


clue to 
terror 

- From Adam Sac?:--, 

IN PARK - • 

THE office of IPreadorf 
Chirac was' embarrassed 
' yesterday -iy. 4fat fedo* 
sore that ft had thrown 
away an - envelope that r 

could have faelpedixm^ 
gator s tb tradt down fr- 
taffle terrorists operating 
in France. • vr'. 

The envdope, wladi 
contained a letter fromibe 
Algerian Armed- Islamic: 
Group; was thrown into a 
wastepaperfain and rat* , 
not be found, according to 
Le Monde newspaper. As. 
a result, detectives are' 
nnsare how the letter arri¬ 
ved at the Elysfce JPalace 
shortly before Christinas 
and are unable to trace 
the people who sent it 
In the two-page letter; 
the group threatened to 
“destioyyonr ooimby” on- 
less die Freneh Govern-, 
meat cat aD links with fbe 
Algerian redone of Presi- : 
dent ZeronaL 
It also impBcidy admit¬ 
ted responsibility for the 
explosion-that killed four 
people on die Paris Metro. 
on December 3. 

□ Ajaccio: Suspected 
guerrillas bombed a pub¬ 
lic works office in south¬ 
eastern Corsica yesterday, 
the police said. Nobody 
was hurt (Renter) 


From Reuter in Johannesburg 


PR ESIDE NT MANDELA’S 
Government is losing its grip; 


are’heading fy huge dfe 

; pointraent vF. W.de Klerk, 


i drifting downstream, appar- 
entiyrudderless, is constantly 
compounded,’* lie stud in his 
.message for 199?. 

Mr de Klerk is the leader of 
j ifewhite^dommated National: 
r -Party.' which invented apart- 
r hadjfod then scrapped it with 
anapologyto the fivenfoonc 
blacfci majority four decades 
j: hater. He listed as the Govern¬ 
ments worst faults “the bun* 
j gling of foreign. affairs and, 
above all. the surging crime 
wave”. 

President Mandela, howev¬ 
er, gave a sharply contrasting 
assessment in his new year 
message. “Adnossdie land, the 
; impact of reconstruction and 
development is beginning to 
be felt,? he said. “In short, we 
l have laid solid foundations: 
the challenge far 1997 is to 
build on them. Ety keeping our 
sights on the long term.weean. 
manage the ebbs and flows of 
die present,'* ■ 

Mr de Klerk claimed that 
I: South- Africans would soon 
experience enormous disap- 
j pojntment at unfulfilled prora- 
i ises on education, health and 


-development. and that this 
; •would haimrthc Government. 
rThe expectations aroused by 
Resident Mandela and the 

ANClAfrkaa National Coh- 

- gress] are enormous. Before 
' long, die disappointment will 
take on foe same proportions." 

The former Presideni. who 
: was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize with Mr Mandela in 
; 1993 jfor tfacir rales m South 
Africa's : transition, led his 
partybui of the national unity, 
ooahticnri government last 
May. saymg that foe country 

had grown up enough to 
handle “fearless criticism" 

. from a robust parliamentary 
opposition: 

. . In tins role his catalogue of 
woes .included The ailing cur¬ 
rency, which has lost 30 per 
cent of its value against the 
da&ar in less than a year. 

He also cited the continued 
drain of “brainpower and 
experience" of white emi¬ 
grants, driven out by an ailing 
economy and one of the high¬ 
est violent crime rates — 52 
murders every day — in the 
world. 

President Mandela’s mess¬ 
age was that pro g res s had. 
been made in redressing the 
skewed devdopment which 
saw the while minority domi¬ 
nating blacks for 350 years. 

“We can take pride in the 


fact that millions of people 
haw gained access to water, 
electricity and healthcare: that 
a national education system 
that will afford quality educa¬ 
tion is taking shape: that land 
reform and our housing pro¬ 
grammes are now firmly an 
track. - he said. 

Business Day newspaper, 
the country's leading financial 
daily, meanwhile said that 
people were now more realis¬ 
tic than in the heady days alter 
the 1994 elections. 

“Wish-lists have given way 
to die realisation that not 
everything can be solved 
because we are democratic 
and popular and, even if it 
could, we do not have the 
money to do so.** it said in an 
editorial comment- “Expecta¬ 
tions, both in government and 
among the people, are being 
scaled down." 

□ Open prison: Tourists yes¬ 
terday panned their video 
cameras through the bars of 
Mr Mandela^ former jail cell, 
where he spent IS of his 27 
years in prison, as South 
Africa threw open Robben 
Island prison to the public¬ 
ise island was formally trans¬ 
ferred at midnight on Tuesday 
from the Prisons Service to the 
Arts and Culture Department, 
which has declared h a 



Runners in the annual ZOOOm Great Wall race struggle against strong winds in 
temperatures of -25C (-13F) yesterday. Only 30 of the Z000 entrants competed 








Secret British bases plan revealed 


SECRET negotiations to set up British 
military bases in Australia in the event of 
UK defence forces vacating or bring 
“forced out? of Singapore and Malaysia, 
have been revealed in 1966 Cabinet 
documents that were released yesterday 
under Australia’s 30-year rule. ‘ 

The records show that the conservative 
Government of Harold Holt came under 
pressure from London to accommodate 
British forces. But senior ministers in 
Canberra were worried that the Labour 
Government of Harold Wilson would use 
such a guarantee as an excuse to 
withdraw from Asia altogether. 

At a 'meeting of the Cabinet's foreign 
affairs and defence committee, Australian 
officials expressed concern that the Brit¬ 
ish might want to get out of Singapore 
and Malaysia after 1970. One particular 


From Roger Maynard in Sydney 

minute recorded ministers arguing: 
“Britain appeared to hope for an eventual 
solution where countries on the Asian 
mainland would be neutral and non- 
aligned. and where non-Asian powers 
would withdraw to offshore bases, eg in 
The Philippines and Australia." But 
Canberra rejected this strategy as “wholly 
unrealistic” because it would abandon 
South-East Asia to “communist aggres¬ 
sion". which was regarded as being 
orchestrated by China. 

A frank exchange between Denis 
Healey, the Defence Secretary, and 
Cabinet ministers in Canberra early in 
1966 offered an insight into Australia’s 
strategic thinking, which drove the desire 
to keep British forces in Asia. During the 
meeting, ministers gave a warning that “a 
withdrawal by the British from Singapore 


might lead to an American withdrawal 
from the mainland of Asia" and also 
emphasised the importance of Britain in 
containing China. Mr Healey is reported 
to have openly acknowledged British 
forces were positioned to help to check 
“Chinese communist expansion". 

Australia’s relations with Asia were not 
restricted to military maners. yesterday’s 
publication of Cabinet documents re¬ 
vealed. It also emerged that the country’s 
“white Australia” immigration policy was 
relaxed in name only, as the Government 
continued to discriminate against Asians 
weD into the early 1970s. A Cabinet 
meeting noted that the relaxation of 
immigration policy “should not be the 
means of giving rise to new admissions of 
non-Europeans (Asians) in large 
numbers". 


Peking 
ushers in 
1997 with 
praises 
for Deng 

B> Oik FOREir.N Stafi 

CHINA ushered in 1997 with 
a paean in senior leader Deng 
Xiaoping. 

The state television broad¬ 
cast yesterday (he first episode 
of a documentary praising the 
political patriarch, a man 
whose pragmatic policies 
turned a backward Stalinist 
stale into an economic power¬ 
house and helped to regain 
capitalist Hong Kong from 
Britain. 

The programme, to be 
shown over 12 days, sets the 
lone for a crucial Communist 
Party congress due this year, 
largely by defining Mr 
Deng’s legacy to the present 
party leadership. Chinese and 
Western political analysts 
said. “This is an extremely 
important year for the Com¬ 
munist Pariy with the recov¬ 
ery of Hong Kong and the 
holding of the fifteenth party 
congress," a Western diplo¬ 
mat said. 

"China's leaders are re¬ 
minding people that Deng 
was instrumental in regain¬ 
ing Hong Kong and they are 
using him to define their own 
policies at the congress and in 
the post-Deng era." 

Mr Deng. 92. has not been 
sera in public in nearly three 
years. At his last appearance 
he looked frail and unsteady. 
The documentary showed a 
vigorous leader, larger than 
life and portrayed against a 
background of golden clouds. 

He was seen inspecting 
factories while wearing a 
hard hat, shaking hands with 
children and receiving gifts of 
poppies in Paris in the 1970s. 

Hong Kong's South China 
Morning Post reported yes¬ 
terday that Mr Deng has 
experienced spells of uncon¬ 
sciousness almost every week 
since early last year. It said 
that he was placed in inten¬ 
sive care last Monday night 
when he again briefly became 
unconscious and his nurses 
were unable to waken him for 
supper at his home in central 
Peking. 

However, the independent 
Ming Pao. also in Hong 
Kong, quoted a Xinhua news 
agency official as saying that 
reports that Mr Deng had 
been admined to the hospital 
in a critical state were 
unfounded. 
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Thousands 
join protest 
in Belgrade 

Belgrade: At least a quarter of 
a million people staged a huge 
new year rally here to demand 
democracy in Serbia, blowing 
whistles and ringing alarm 
docks in an ear-splitting re¬ 
buff to President Milosevic. 

The Socialist leader only 
hours before had ignored six 
weeks of opposition street 
protests against electoral 
fraud in his new year's mess¬ 
age to federal Serbian-led 
Yugoslavia, saying 1996 had 
been a very good year. West¬ 
ern sources said Mr Milosevic 
had also snubbed a group of 
EU diplomats. (Reuter) 

Sack for lm 

Tehran: Iranian employers 
have been told to fire a million 
foreign workers, mostly Af¬ 
ghan refugees, by Saturday, 
because they are illegal aliens. 
The unemployment rate is 11 
per cent. (Reuter) 

Kashmir deaths 

Srinagar: Thirteen people, in¬ 
cluding a bank manager, were 
killed and 29 others injured in 
overnight dashes in the north¬ 
ern Indian state of Kashmir, 
police said. Troops killed four 
Muslim rebels. (A FP) 

Gambia poll call 

Banjul; President Jammeh of 
The Gambia has urged voters 
to ensure a big turnout for 
today's pariiamentaTy elec¬ 
tions finalising the transition 
from military rule in the small 
West African state. (Reuter) 

Muslims to die 

Paris Algerian courts sen¬ 
tenced 15 Muslims to death for 
“belonging to armed terrorist 
groups", foe APS official Alge¬ 
rian news agency reported. 
Three of the men were tried in 
foeir absence. (Reuter) 

Skydive survival 

Sydney: Two Australian sky- 
divers survived a 1,600ft fall 
after colliding in mid-air as 
hundreds watched at foe nat¬ 
ional skydiving champion¬ 
ships in Corowa. 335 miles 
from Sydney. (Reuter) 
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The January Safe is normally when retaflos dear our stock which hasn't 
sold during the year. WeD, Allied Carpets have now turned this completely 
cm its head! We've taken our best selling carpets and drastically cut the 
prices to C 9.99 per 0.84 m* (£11.94 nr). So we are simply selling the best 
carpets at the best prices ever. YouH also find hundreds of other great 
savings in-store. Ifs a whole new idea - don't miss out on it. It all adds up 
to January Sales never being foe same again. 
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Byzantium’s ‘last 
frontier’ explored 
by British experts 
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From Andrew Finkelin Istanbul 





DEPLOYING technology first 
used to study Hadrian’s Wall, 
archaeologists are trying to 
unravel the secrets of Europe's 
other great defensive struc¬ 
ture. the Long Wall built by 
the Emperor Anasrasius dur¬ 
ing the sixth century’ AD. 

The 50-mile wad once cut 
the Thracian peninsula in two 
and was referred to by Gibbon 
in his Decline and Fall as the 
Roman Empire's "last fron¬ 
tier” It was intended as the 
ultimate line of defence be¬ 
tween a world inhabited by 
Goths and Bulgars and the 
hinterland of Constantinople, 
capital of the Eastern Empire. 

James Crow, of Newcastle 
University, who spent two 
decades studying Hadrian's 
Wall, is now wrestling with 
the suggestion that the Thra¬ 
cian wall was not only pan of 
a much more complex defen¬ 
sive structure than previously 
thought, but that it was de¬ 
fending something even more 
precious than territory': the 


water supplies for what was at 
the time not only Europe's 
largest city but also the largest 
dry west of Pricing. 

This season’s survey, led 
jointly by Alcssandra Ricci, of 
Ankara's Bilkent University, 
has revealed a remarkable 
network of underground wat¬ 
er channels as well as previ¬ 
ously undocumented aque¬ 
ducts which are more than 
100 ft high and span entire 
valley's. These were all part of 
a supply system that covered a 
distance of 150 miles and was 
far more elaborate than that of 
Rome itself. As an engineering 
fear, the system must be 
red oned one of the wonders 
of the early medieval world. 

One of the most important 
accomplishments of the New¬ 
castle-Bilkent prefect may be 
to rescue so important an 
historical terrain from obscu¬ 
rity'. if the Long Wall has 
remained largely unexamined 
until now that is because it 
was inside what was. up to the 


end of the Cold War, a 
military tone (along Turkey's 
border with Bulgaria) every 
bit as sensitive as it was at the 
rime of its building. 

One of the few scholars to 
have visited the walls in recent 
times was Feridun Dirim- 
tekifl, the director in the 1950s 
of the St Sofia Museum in 
Istanbul, who as a retired 
Turkish army officer was able 
to secure permission to ex¬ 
plore a restricted area. 

The present survey has been 
more exacting in pioneering 
methods very different from 
those normally associated 
with trench archaeology. 
Much of the work so far has 
been done not with spades but 
with electronic theodolites that 
download co-ordinates into 
laptop computers. Software 
developed at Newcastle then 
reconstructs the wall as com¬ 
puterised graphics. 

What is revealed is a defen¬ 
sive system complete with 
towers and fortresses that ex- 
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Much of Constantinople's water-supply network still exists, including the Kursunlugerme aqueduct “a monumental display of imperial nrighf" 


tends as a single continuous 
structure from the Black Sea 
to the Sea of Marmara. In 
front of the outer face of the 
wall there were ditches and 
defensive earthworks that in 
places still survive. 

The archaeologists are also 
making novel use of low-orbit¬ 
ing satellites to plor the exact 


dimensions of their finds via a 
Ground Positioning System 
similar to. but more sophisti¬ 
cated than, the navigational 
equipment on a yacht That 
has enabled them to calculate 
the exact incline of the aque¬ 
ducts and to hypothesise that 
the water collected in the 
Istranca Mountains ran right 


into the Vaiens aqueduct that 
still stands in the centre of 
what is now (stanbuL 
Like any expensive defence 
project the wall had its critics. 
The Emperor Justinian’s offi¬ 
cial historian, Procopius, criti¬ 
cised the wall as an 
acknowledgment of the fear of 
invasion rather than a strate- 
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gic answer to h. Gibbon, too. 
described the Long Wall as a 
misguided attempt to emulate 
the imperial glories of Rome. 
This is not a view entirely 
shared by Mr Crow who de¬ 
scribes the Long Wall as a 
piece of “military hardware" 
with a respectable shelf-life of 
nearly 150 years. The wall 

could not have _ 

been so useless 
given that the ( Wxl 
rival Hippo , 

drome factions CM 

of Greens and 
Blues joined TCVecl 

forces to repair it 
after the earth- COR! 

quake of AD 558. , r 

By the mid-sev- U0i£ 

enth century, 
however, the SySt 

exist of manning 
and maintaining - 
the wall, coupled with the 
effect of new siege equipment 
wielded by invaders, made the 
. Long Wall obsolete. 

it has to be remembered 
that Hadrian’S Wall itself is 
now thought to have been 
built more as a means of 
surveillance and control than 
as a deterrent against invar 
sion. On the'other hand, the 
dimensions of Anastasius’s 
wall show that it was built to 
stop an army. 

The battlements were 10ft 
thick in places and the highest 
towers more than 30ft Jiigh. 
Although it could note be 
defended along its- entire 
length, those who patrolled it 
— the estimate is about 4,000 
men — could gain enough 
timefor an army to be brought 
forward from the city 40 miles 
away. • 

The Long Wall has to be 
looked at with another of-the 
survey's import antrfinds. After 
two years of hunting in a 
different part of the country. 


C What has 
been 

revealed is a 
complete 
defensive 
system 5 


the Newcastle-BQkent team . Ricci says. 
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Indian readers won 
by scant coverage 


wo" '• 


have discovered what they' 
confidently believe are the 
remains of the Hexamilion. a 
smaller wall in ancient Cher¬ 
sonese. or what is now the 
Gallipoli peninsula. An army 
trying to invade Asia Minor 
would either head for the 
Bosphorus Strait or cut south 
to the Hellespont Either way. 

_ a wall stood in 

its path. This 
it has makes better 

sense if one con- 
Jll riders that the 

. foundations of 

XI is & the Chersonese 

Wall go back to 
liete the fifth century 

. BC and the tine 

LSIVe it defines was 

defended in this 
m J century by the 

~ British during 
the allied occu¬ 
pation of Istanbul at tire end of 
the First World War. The 
Ottomans, too, in 1912 built a 
version — and no more suc¬ 
cessful — of a Maginot Line 
that ran through Catalea. a 
few miles closer to Istanbul 
than the Anastasian Wall. 

An equally impressive if 
more puzzling find has been 
that of an hydraulic network 
on the "wrong side"-of the 
wall. Although Dirimtekin 
noted the aqueduct at Kur- 
suoiugeane outside the north¬ 
ern section erf the wall, his 
description left Signora Ricci 
unprepared for the sight of a 
monumental display of imper¬ 
ial might It is dad in marble 
and the keystone rs decorated 
with a chnsmon —r a cross 
within a laurel — a symbol of 
the newly adopted state reli¬ 
gion, Christianity. ■ 

“So important a structure 
leads you to realise that there 
was no sharp division between 
the military and psychological 
assertion of empire," Signora 
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From Christopher Thomas in delhi '" v - 


INDlA’S news-stands are sud¬ 
denly crammed with glossy 
magazines adorned with-half-' 
dressed women and articles 
about sex. The latest arrival is 
an Indian edition at Cosmo¬ 
politan, the cover of which 
pants with the very un-Indian 
headline: “What men want in 
women today." 

The arrival of Casmopoli 
tan reflects a shift in Indian 
taste and tolerance:, no longer 
are people satisfied with mag¬ 
azines such as Femina, which 
are obsessed with fashion, 
make-up and social sophisti¬ 
cation rather than seic Hie 
cover of Cosmopolitan's* first 
Indian edition barges into the., 
marker with a scantily-dad 
girl above the headline: "The ■ 
greatest sexual turn-on.” - 

From Shobha 06. the best- 
selling author whose occruo- 
ating navels romp throughthe -. 
sex lives of Indian upper 
classes, we learn about .“A 
smart woman’s guide ta stay¬ 
ing on .top". -This- drivel is 
startling stuff for Indian reach 
ere-.So is an explicit arride 
about being noisy in bed—“gd 
ahead, purr, moan. be rann-- 
chy". And there is this offer¬ 
ing: "How to make him wish 
die night would never end.” 

The closest Indians have 
previously come to reading 
such material is in well- 


thumbed copies of foreign 
girlie magazines smuggled 
into the country, and sold : 
under the counter.' • 

Femina and its ffle. mention 
sex only in the broadest terms, 
and never the mechanics , of ft. 

The traditional place for that 
kind of discussion is in the 
multitude of sex advice clinks, 
usually run by quacks. 

The more liberal attitude 
can be. traced to four years , 
ago, when the Government 
fdt compelled to run frank ^ 
advertisements on state-run 
television about Aids. . 

These public-interest com¬ 
mercials. were withdrawn 
afterprotests, but they made it 
possible for magazines such as 
Femina to get away with 
totides about orgasms with¬ 
out bringing die . censors . ' 
through, the door. - . 
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WSUM women wept and 

- prayed at the hospital beds of 
men- loved ones, wounded: in 
yssterdayls attempted massar. 
-?re of. Palestinians by'. an 
Israeli soldier. The. sobbing 
women readied the hospftalm 
Heb ron through ^ streets 

- strewn with stones and-bum- 

mgbarricades;.--'.:. 

Qne of those keeping vied 
was Fbusia Atrasfc, whose 
twin sons were among the 
victims. Akram and Abdel-. 
Karim, aged 16, were selling 
vegetables in the Arab market 
when Noam FHednah, started 
firing at them. - 
The pair suffered gunshot 
wounds in their legs and feeL 
In hospital, they suffered their 
pam in silence while staff and 
reporters crowded round 
them. But their mother could 
not remain silent - 
Asked if Yassir Arafat*. the 
Presidan of the Bales tinlan 
Authority,- should - agree to - 
sign a Hebron accord with, die 
Israelis, 'Mrs- Atrasii sakiz. 
‘‘No. no, no. We must infuse 
this agreement* ■ 

She said that allthe Jewish 
settlers in Hebron, about 400 
in number, should be removed 
from the town. "It's a big - 
mistake to let the Jewish 
settlers be in the rity," she. 
said. . 

Mrs Atrash said .this time, 
she would not be satisfied with 
platitudes . from, the Israeli 
Government Ten members of; 
her dan had bom among the 
29 Muslim worshipperckEtled 


From Ross Dunn 
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ish settler, in Hebron in 1994. 
Then, die said, the Israeli, 
authorities said that Goldstein 
was crazy. - ■ 

“We are waiting for them to 
say this incident is also crazy,” 


die saidL Mrs Abash , said it 
.b ade no difference 
. Friedman came from outside 
cTfdaroa *:'■ . ~ ... • • 

- “Thereis jjo difference." she 
smi“All the scMters think the" 
same.".- 

.. "She noted that both 
-Goldstein and Friedman had 
-put an their army- uniforms 
: before attacking Patestiniahs. 

. Fathers.-also vented their 
'emotions over tiie shootings. 
."Haw . wifi. this a gr ee ment 
protect oSTsaid.Taffi Jaber, 
whosaiattluY-bedsxde of hS. 
Son. Hamoud. 3L who.was in 
- a critical but-staWe condition. 

‘ TMr Taber. 8i said he felt 
more secure when he lived 
under ^ttsh ridcin Patesthie _ 
tbah .be did:under brads 
-znShaz^acatpatioa. 
ish dkfirt hurt ns.“ he raid. 

Majdf Mohtesb, said .he 
feared the Jewish settierr’ 
hatred of Arabs wits being 
passed fromfatherto son. ; 

The head of'/a ram-govem- 
njrat organisation said- foai 
another Pales tinian bey bad. 

been • irqnred afterthe 
shooting. 

-“The kids of: foe setders 
pushed and beat -him.” he 
said “iiis.feoe.and his legs are 
marked.”- 

V Mustafa Natsh&thaMayor 


Mr “Natshe yeterday met 
Yitzhak Mordediai. the Israeli 
Defence Minister, who offered 
medical treatment for the 
wounded and promised a 
swift end to the curlew im¬ 
posed on Hebron after the 
atottik. ■ . 

A spokesman in Jordan for 
tile militantIsfamic group 
Hamas said the attack proved 
the futility. ofArabJewish co¬ 
existence. “The crime commit¬ 
ted today is what Hamas has 
warned about... of the impos¬ 
sibility of oo-ejdstence between 
the Zionist occupation and the 
Palestinian people," the 
spokesman said. 

□ Beirut; fighting between 
Muslim guerrillas and Israeli 
- forces 1 and their militia allies 
: in southern Lebanon killed 255 . 
people in 1996, including 27 
Israeli troops. 

The soldiers' deaths make 
up the highest annual Israeli 
death toll on the fast active 
AraWsraeli frontline in more 
than a decade. . 

In J99S. 175 people died in 
southern Lebanon violence, 
including 23 Israeli soldiers. A 
year earlier, 21 Israelis were 
among 201 people lolled 
there. (Reuter) 


SuuKyiin 
defiant plea 
for pressure 
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Rangoon:. ’Attng Stm. 

• Kj%1heB p r < perepw|Aniio^. 
racy leader, predicted pip. 
grass toward- democracy in 
1997 and nrgaJ the world! to 
step op pressure ontite junta. 

. At a defiant New Ydft 
Ere, news? conference she 
dedared; “Inpofitks. iTsvrry 
difficult to say when some¬ 
thing is going to happen. 
Who worn} ,'ltrtwe.'.: thought 
tfaat.in]9S9,ffiepofiticalmap i 
of Eastern Enn^c ’ vwdld~. 
change so qmdilyr" 

Explosions. which lolled 
fire people and injured 17, 
and a series of stndenl pro-, 
tests earlier in’ DecOBbcr. 
have mashed-Burma's most 
important unrest since the 
198Spro-demba^*yimrismg. 

Daw Smi Kyi , denied 
allegations ~ by - the junta, 
winch hasruledBonna since •“ 
1962, of fomenting unrest "I 
donrtbdieremarousnigfbe .•? 
masses just tocreate a sitm- 
tion that will be favpraMe for 
our organisation. “ she said. 
“We want the land, of change I 
that comes hccanse people 
understand the need fin a 
change and are committed: to 
make 


i.' V* I^om Reuterin SINGAPORE 


: _V ’ “—V **ri! ■>*<’ J • - i , 

SWGAjPCMRB’S feipie Minis-, 
ier^Gph Gbnk Tcrig, said has 
posificHii antl tfae. country's 
stability couJd be questioned if 
:his party'fared badly in to-' 
dayselatian, evea'tiwugh it 
is asazred of ctrcttmued control 
of .theGovernment; 
rlhe xuUng Tfeqpfas Action. 
PSrty (PAf^ is guarauteed a 
majority after the election 
. because 47 c^fhepariiansstfs 
83 seats are pot. bang tautest--' 


'But on the hustings for tiie-' 
remaining.36.seats, Mr Goh 
said strong support in the 
contested areas' was. crucial to' 
his GorertunenfS crecUbaity. 

, Mr Goh^ssad that if he did 
niot do well, foreigners would 
conclude his' position had 
weakraed.' “They would say, 
who vitiff be tire 'hocr Prime 
Minfeter:^. wotrid"I-be dial: 

, fcsoged jnteriwllhr within the 
PAP, wouldlbechallehged by 
. others outside the PAP? So 
they wbuld speculate as to the 
stabilhy ofSii^aponE.” ' 

1 The PAP bits been in power 
since independence in 196S 
and faced no'opposition; MEs: 
until. 1981. In tire outgoing 


parliament; opposition parties 
hdd just four seats. . 

The ejection has seen the 
introduction of additional 
multi-member constituencies. 
A victory iii a multi-member 
constituency could sharply in¬ 
crease- opposition represen¬ 
tation in parliament. •. 

1 dine such constituency, 
where theraceis believed to be 
dose, is Cheng San, with five 
seats at stake. The PAP has 
launched anall-outassault on 
.one Worifers' Party candidate 
in the constituency. Tang Li¬ 
ang Hang. PAP leaders have 
accused Mr Tang of harbour¬ 
ing communal Chinese and 
anti-Christian views in a soci¬ 
ety that witnessed racial riots 
in the 1960s. 

In a speech on Tuesday. Mr 
Gch made it clear tiiat sup- 
portkig the opposition , could 
rebound on voters. He said tire 
PAP would monitor results 
from every voting ward to 
pinpoint the precincts that 
-supported the opposition and 
the level of that support. This 
information would determine 
which areas received priority 
for housing upgrading. - 


to creator of Frankenstein 


From Richard Owen 
IN ROME 


MARY SHELLEY, whose fife 
in Italy has been, overshad¬ 
owed by the enduring fame of - 
Percy Bysshe Shdky, her 
husband, is to be commemo¬ 
rated in a new mnsemn at 
Lend, on the Gulf ofSpeia. 

The town oouncfl has. been 


overlooking the sea to her 
i mrmtv ry and -local feminists 
want to give it a Gothic 
atmosphere, reminiscent of 
her -book, fhwteetei. t?r 
the Modem Prometheus. 



MaryShrifley: neglected 


of Baihsbeba Abse, daughter 
of Leo Abse. the MP, and 
niece of the poet Danny Abse. 
who is curator of the Keats- 
Shefley Honse in Rome. She 
is leaving the city after bring 1 
. ing about a remarkable re¬ 
naissance at the. house over 
the past six years, turning a 
loss into a “healthy profit*. 

But the hoosci whkh ishea 
to the . Spanish Steps and 
presaved much as it was in 
the 1820s, is devoted to the 
mate Romantic poets. *TTus 
year marks the bicentenary of 
Mary Shelleys birth.” she 
saidLTWe have limited spapft 
so lam delighted that Lend is 
to honour roer"- 

Mary SbeBey published 
Frankenstew rn 1818 wdren 
she was. 21 told, had. been 
married .to Shrfley for two 


years. After teavefling to Ven¬ 
ice; -Naples and Rome, the 
couple lived in.-Pisa. In 1822 
...they moved to San Terenzo, 

' -near Lena, with’ Byron and 
■ other members of a tempestn- 
ous rirde of Romantic poets 
and hangers-on. 

Tbe SheBeys used (o tew 
visftors arriving by sea to lock 
out for the Cara Magni. “foe 
. . white, house vrifo ardhe^".' 
Mary SfieB^wsretfere whai 
she heard that her husband 

had been drowned in the gulf. 

His body was burnt an a pyre 
on tte beach at nearby 
Vfaregefo, where it bad been 
wmH m up. His ashes were 
then interred at the JPirotestant 
Cau&ay. ~m Rome, near^the 
grave of Keats, who died in 
the previous year. • 

Carte Sanguined, author of 


In Search of Mary Shelley, 
befieies Mary , has been un¬ 
justly neglected. “I suggest 
that few people actually read 
the Romantic poets any more 

. whereas Frankenstein has 
become part of our collective 
frerita^shesaid.*Theprod- 
act of Mary Shdtey^S imagi¬ 
nation stfll stands as a symbol 

of 'foe lechndogy modern 
man has? created.” 

Aftdr.5hdtey*s death. Mary 
returned to Kentish Town 
arid surrived Km by nearly 30 
years. She subsequently wrote 
that the death of “my divine 
SbeHey’’ had ended an unhap¬ 
py period at Lena, hut Lu ci a 
Sofaro, head of tonrism for La 
Speaa and “The Gulf of the 
poets* insisted that Lena 
was & suitably romantic site 
for a modem memorial to 
Mary Shelley and her 

achievements. 

The Casa Magni is now a 
hotel but Signora Solaro said 
that foe 12 tiH»ntiuy castle on 
the headland above would 
make a suitably atmospheric 
museum- “We want to create a 

literary park and castle which 

will enshrine the imagination 
of a great writer and her 
extraordinary circle of 
friends,” Signora Solaro said. 
The museum organisers hope 
to display Mary’s kttexs, 
manuscripts, and other docu¬ 
ments ratatihg to her novels, 
which also included The Last 
Man and Valperga .. . 


s* OVERSEAS NEWS 13 


orHebran, said Palestinians 
: had been expecting an attack 
for some time. "There has 
been provocation by settlers 
' and many right-wingers have 
come in Hereon for dernon- 
stranon&'lt was only a matter 
af.timeT.he added. 

’ Mr Naishe said Friedman 
had intended to destroy .-the' 
proposed Hebron accord. “But 
we must oat allow this goal to 
be realised,” he added. “We 
-must learn a lesson from this 
so that it wffl nor happen 
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Portillo 
to assess 
Falklands 
garrison 


Michael Bivvov 
Diplomatic Epitor 
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Israeli troops attending to one of the Palestinians who was wounded in the Arab marketplace in Hebron 
yesterday by another uniformed soldier. Noam Friedman, who opened fire on civilians 


MICHAEL PORTILLO, the 
Defence Secretary, arrived 
yesterday in Port Stanley at 
the start of a four-day visit 
intended to underline Britain v 
commitment in the Falkland* 
and !□ look at the future of the 
2.000-strong military garrison 
there. 

His visit comes os Britain 
and the Falklands are negoti¬ 
ating the costs of running the 
base, and two weeks before a 
controversial visit to the Ar¬ 
gentinian graveyard by the 
families of soldiers killed dur¬ 
ing the I9S2 Falklands conflict. 

Mr Portillo arrived from 
Chile, where he spent three 
days in talks with President 
Frei and the Defence Ministry 
and visited a joint British- 
Chilean artillery factory’. In 
the Falklands he will meet the 
Governor. Richard Ralph, 
and visit the three armed 
service leaders ar the Mourn 
Pleasant base. He will also lay 
a wreath in San Carlos for 
British soldiers killed in 1982. 

Mr Portillo is likely to make 
much of the Conservatives' 
commitment to the islands' 
sovereignly , and may contrast 
his remarks with those made 
during a recent visit by Tony 
Lloyd.' Labour foreign affairs 
spokesman, who spoke of the 
need for closer relations be¬ 
tween the islands and Argenti¬ 
na. causing unease among 
same Falklanders. 

Mr Portillo is expected to 
underline the Government's 
rejection of a recent proposal 
by President Menem of Argen¬ 
tina that his country should 
share sovereignty over the 
Falklands with Britain. The 
Foreign Office brushed aside 
the remarks before Christmas, 
saying: “We are not prepared 
to discuss any change over the 
Falklands." 
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Dr Thomas Stuttaford 

on the dangers of diving 
into freezing water, the 
differences between flu 
and a heavy cold, why 
you should avoid 
snuggling up to your pet 
bird, and the hazards of 
the local hair salon 

waters 


bring on 

reflex 





hrisimus and new year swim¬ 
mers have hud more publicity 
than usual this tear a.s in many 
seaside low n.< the} had JO 
plough through the snow before plunging 
into ncar-freezina water. 

Even when a person is expecting it 
Midden inmier'iiiv) in cold water has a 
very marked influence on both the 
respiratory system and the circulation. 
Even going under a cold shower produces 
a sharp indrawing of the breath, and 

similar changes affect the _ 

cardin-vascular s\ stem. Plung¬ 
ing the limb of a patient with 
angina into cold water while 
carrying out an ECC tracing 
produces the characteristic 
dianaes of coronary anerial 
disease. Mid-winter Serpen¬ 
tine bathers shiiuld either be 
certain that they are free of 
heart disease, or leave charity 
fundraising to somebody else. 

Many swimmers pant be¬ 
fore they dive into cold water 
in the belief that by _____ 

hyperventilating they will be 
able to hold their breath longer once in the 
river. The practice is nut without hazard 
as it tends to slow the heart to the point 
where the swimmer may lapse into 
unconsciousness, and later" death, if not 
rapidly revived. The slowing of the heart 
is induced by changes in the carbon 
dioxide blood levels, which arc associated 
with hyperventilation. 

Sudden immersion when someone is 
not expecting it can be even more 
devastating and is one of the common 
causes of dry drowning. Dry drowning is 
the condition in which it is found that 
people who have been recovered from the 
water have no excess fluid in their lungs 
even though their immersion was fatal. 
The late Dr Gavin Thurston, who was for 
many years the coroner fur central 


‘People 
survive 
long 
periods 
in cold 
water’ 


London, said the majority of the people 
whose inquest he conducted after they had 
died from falling in the Thames had no 
water in their lungs. Death in these cases 
of sudden drowning is a result of the 
sudden cooling which acts as a shock to 
the heart and precipitates ventricular 
fibrillation, a disordered rhythm of the 
heart w hich is incompatable with life. 

Despite the tragic deaths of William 
and Jill Willis, the Essex dog lovers who 
gave their lives in an attempt to save their 

"_ labrador, people can survive 

surprisingly long periods in 
very cold water and are some- 
rimes revived when all signs of 
life are apparently absent. 
These survivors owe their 
iivesfo the mammalian diving 
reflex. 

The diving reflex, which is 
better exhibited by animals 
mure accustomed to swim¬ 
ming in icy water, involves the 
redirection of the oxygenated 
blood away from the limbs 
______ and the gastrointestinal tract 

" to the essential organs such as 

the heart and brain. Patients, who have 
been in cold water for an hour or two and 
have had rectal temperatures of below 
2t»C. have survived unscathed. 

The nearer the water is to freezing, the 
more likely ii is the reflex will be induced. 
Fornmatcly the body’s tissues also need 
less oxygen to survive when they are 
thoroughly chilled, which gives rescuers a 
better chance of resuscitating the victims 
than they would have had had the 
accident happened in a warmer climate. 
The diving reflex is more efficient in 
children than in adults, as is exemplified 
by the case a year or two ago of a toddler 
who was swept a mile or two down the 
river in Norfolk before being spotted 
drifting in the water. He was’ rescued, 
resuscitated and made a full recovery". 



Mid-winter Serpentine bathers should either be certain that they are free of heart disease, or leave charity fundraising to others 


Feathered 
friends can 
make you ill 

AT bedrime H-> earmold 
Megan Bryant of 
Cheltenham spurns a 
teddy bear and cuddles up to 
her parrot. 

The medical jury is still 
out on whether sharing a 
bedroom, let alone a bed. 
with a caged bird predisposes 
one to lung cancer. Early 
surveys suggested a link 
between this rumour and 
bird fanciers who had a cage 
in their bedroom, but 
recent American studies have 
cast doubts on this. 

Psittacosis, however, 
remains a potential hazard to 
anyone looking after pet 
binds, whether they are of the 
parrot family, pigeons or 
even chickens. And the closer 
the contact with the bird 
the more likely the person is 
to become infected. The 
responsible organism is 
Chlamydia psinaci and 
infection follows inhalation 
of small dried dusty 
particles of the birds' 
droppings: blood tests on 
people who look after such 
birds show that many 
fanciers have had sub-dinical 
infections. Patients who 
become infected with 
psittacosis may develop 
an atypical pneomonia, with 
a high temperature, joint 
pains and flu-tike symptoms: 
conversely they may have 
few chest signs despite other 
signs of a generalised 
infection which in these cases 
is often coupled with an 
enlarged liver and spleen. A 
long course of an 
appropriate antibiotic would 
clear the infection. 


The treatment of the patient who has 
suffered hypothermia from near drown¬ 
ing is complex but the must important 
problem is to keep him or her alive in the 
first half hour after the rescue, for this is 
the rime at which the majority of deaths 
occur. Deaths at ihe scene of the rescue 
usually happen because of ventricular 
fibrillation. 

Patients sometimes recover conscious¬ 
ness at the scene of the accident only to die 
later as a result of the damage caused by 
the low blood levels of oxygen which had 
been circulating. In hospital respiratory 
support, constant ECG monitoring with 
dcfibrillarion when needed, the correction 
of the acidosis and abnormalities in the 
blood electrolytes, and adequate blood 
oxygenation are all needed. 

The low blood oxygen levels the patient 
suffered may have caused irreversible 
brain damage and sometimes those who 
have been submerged for any length of 
rime may also sustain damage to the 
nerve supply of the blood vessels leading 
to the limbs and in consequence may have 
residual muscle wasting and subsequent 
limb contractors. 


The unhappy 
returns of flu 



T here is srill doubt that 
the present outbreak of 
upper respiratory tract 
infections is the start of a 
genuine flu epidemic, or mere¬ 
ly part of the usual seasonal 
increase in viral infections. At 
Christmas time there is more 
party-going, shops are crowd¬ 
ed and this year people have 
become cold and damp 
because of the freezing wea¬ 
ther. The holiday period has 
provided the ideal environ¬ 
ment for viruses to spread and 
to infect hosts whose resis¬ 
tance has been lowered. 

So far as the patient is 
concerned the difference be¬ 
tween flu and a heavy cold is 
one of degree, and its symp- 
toms therefore are subject ro 
interpretation by the sufferer. 
Some people are convinced 
that they never catch a cold, 
but always flu. Other suffer¬ 
ers, more emotionally robust 
and brought up in the iradi- 
rion of grin and bear it may 
haw a headache, muscle 
pains, backache, shivering, a 
dry cough and high tempera¬ 
ture — the typical symptoms of 
flu — and yet protest that they 
only have a cold. This stiff 
upper lip approach to winter 
infamuns is potentially dan¬ 
gerous both to colleagues, who 
would rather not catch them, 
and to the patient. 

Flu should always be 
nursed at home. In an uncom¬ 
plicated case no more than a 
high fluid intake, aspirin for 
the adults, paracetamol for 
children, cough mixture, rest 
and warmth are needed. But if 
there is any sign that die 
patient has pneumonia (in¬ 
creasing breathlessness, a 


blue tinge to their complexion, 
or bloodstained spit) or other 
signs of secondary infection a 
doctor should be called imm¬ 
ediately. If a flu victim belongs 
to one of the high risk groups 
— the very young, the over-65s 
or those with chronic lung, 
heart, diabetes or kidney con¬ 
ditions — medical advice 
should also be sought Patients 
taking immuno-suppressant 
drugs, including steriods. or 
who have malignancies will 
need skilled attention. 

T here are three types of 
influenza virus. A, B 
and C. The C virus is 
the mildest and often causes 
symptoms which are no worse 
than a cold. The current virus 
emptying hospitals of nurses 
while filling them with cases of 
pneumonia is of the A variety. 
Influenza A is less stable than 
B and usually causes more 
severe symptoms. The nature 
of influenza A regularly un¬ 
dergoes shifts, major changes 
in the virus, or drifts, minor 
changes. After a shift the 
immunity of the population to 
the new^tyle virus is low and 
a severe epidemic may follow. 
The latest figures suggest that 
the incidents of flu are still well 
below the 4 per 100.000 of the 
population needed before an 
epidemic can be declared. The 
situation can. however, 
change rapidly. In the late 
Sixties a flu epidemic suddenly 
erupted over the Christmas 
period; the flu virus like the 
other respiratory viruses 
spread by droplet infection, 
can soon infect a community 
enjoying the social life of the 
winter holiday. 

NICK CORNISH 


Hot and bothered 


LIFE under the hooded dry¬ 
ers in a hairdressing salon 
has long been the subject of 
cartoonists but only recently 
has anyone investigated its 
effect on the cerebral circula¬ 
tion in elderly women. 

The interest of the staff of 
the Accident and Emergency 
Department at Stockport In¬ 
firmary was aroused when 
ten women were admitted 
over a ten-month period 
after collapsing in local sa¬ 
lons. The doctors asked 20 
local salons to report when 
women fainted under a dry¬ 
er. Four said that they had 
such cases once or twice a 
year. Typically the woman 
feels sweaty, sick and faint, 
before losing consciousness. 
Recovery is uneventful. 

The result oF the research 
is reported in the British 
Journo/ of Clinical Pracrice. 
Older doctors will remem¬ 
ber that similar trouble used 
to be experienced by barbers 
when they shaved elderly 
men with a cut-throat razor. 
The collapse was attributed 
to the way the head had been 
awkwardly thrust forward, 
or backward, while shaving 
with the result that the 
position of the neck had 
restricted the blood flow 
through thickened arteries. 


The Stockport doctors also 
suggested rhai the nervous 
control of the circulation in 
elderly women may be rela¬ 
tively inefficient and may 
react slowly to the environ¬ 
ment under the hairdryer, 
and thar the spot in the neck 
which controls blood pres¬ 
sure may conversely be 
hypersensitive. 



The perils of the dryer 



Coughs and sneezes are still likely to spread diseases 


Pioneer of 
Parkinson’s 
drug dies 

THE )00.0<30 people in Brit¬ 
ain who suffer from Parkin¬ 
son's disease should be giving 
thanks For the life of Dr 
Walther Birkmaycr. the Aus¬ 
trian doctor whose work led to 
the introduction of the 
Levodopa drugs for the treat¬ 
ment of the disease. Dr 
Birkmayer died this week. 

The Levodopa drugs are 
stilt the treatment of choice in 
most cases of established Par¬ 
kinson's disease once it has 
become severe enough to in¬ 
terfere with normal life either 
at home or in the office. 


Levodopa helps such symp¬ 
toms as rigidity. loss of bal¬ 
ance and other postural 
problems, slowness of move¬ 
ment and even the character¬ 
istic slow tremor. 

At the time of their intro¬ 
duction the Levodopa drugs 
seemed miraculous: so great 
was their improvement on 
anything that had been used 
before; but they do have 
limitations and sometimes be¬ 
come less effective as the 
disease progresses. They can 
also be less useful in die very 
elderly. Levodopa drugs all 
have side effects; other drugs 
are increasingly being found 
which can minimise these but 
as in all medicine, a balance 
has to be struck between the 
benefits of the drugs and the 
disability occasioned by Us 
side effects. 
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to tfcie centenary year of Draculd’s pablication, Daniel 
Farson reflectsonthe strange relationship between his great- 


L ows of Dracula have two 

reasons to celebrate-in. 

IW. Not onty does^ the 

novel’s cemenaiy fall tWs 
year, but h is also -the-^ 150th 
anniversary of the birth of Bram 

Stoker, the least-known auto of 

<me of the best-known books ever 
wntten. 

The more I have karnt about 
Srenj-the greater my compassion 
for the man who- was my great-- 
unde — the brother of my grandfa¬ 
ther, Tom. Hefo-wbrehipping 
others, married to a cold’beauty 
who had been engaged to Oscar. 
Wilde, Stoker spent a lifetime in the 
wings, taken for granted by those 
he applauded so loyalty, especially 
the actor Sir Henry Irving,- who 
devoured his Life. Dying in 1012.. 
broke and broken, he had no 
inkling that he had created one of 
the myths erf the 20th century, 
which has grown into an industry. 

When I was a boy . I 
read a yellow-bound 
first edition of Draada, ■ 
the title in scarlet letters, 
inscribed by Bram Stak- ; 
er to my grandfather. I 
was so absorbed on top ■ 
of a bus that thesmfling 
conductress warned me 
I might have night- . 
mares. She may nert / 
have read die novel but - 
she knew all about it ... 

Everyone knows of 
Dracula , few of Stpken. *. 
let me share same fam¬ 
ily secrets. The question 
invariably asked is: how 
did Stoker, aootherwise ’ Sir Hex 
indifferent author of 17 
books, gain the inspiration; for his 
single masterpiece? Why Was he 
fascinated by vampires? - 
His interest Jn the “un-dead" 
began at an early age during a 
childhood illness which amfined - 
him to his room for the first-seven 
years of his life. His mother, 
Charlotte, told him bedtime stories 
of the cholera epidemic that 
reached Ireland in 1834 where she 
lived withber parents in SligaHer 
family barricaded themselves in¬ 
side their fianigated home while 
neighbours were carried away and' 
looters robbed the empty houses. 1 
My grandmother. l£&id Stoker, 
rememberedCharfottfc^s a fbrira- 
dable woman wbosaw dte hand erf 
a looter Teadbin&^&ttighJa! skp-V 


hour .r became a lover of Wah- 
Whatman." He wrote him a long 
letter, never posted, which was 
dose to a declaration of mutual 


stairs cm the gala first nights. 
Afterwards, Bram and Irving en¬ 
tertained in their private Beefsteak 
Room at the back of the theatre. It 


sympathy for everyduM the poet, • was here that he ma Arminius 
stood for,-, including the spedal Vambery, a Hungarian fay birth 


mfipoabeiweeainen. 

RjIlcmihg'Ms. father Abraham. 


and one of those remarkable adten- 
fuTers in the Great Game who 


after whom he was named. Aramdisguised themselves as dervishes 

Anf ai wi TmaC.. f — — -•—» . _ ___ t. j •_ , - 


entered the Irish Civil Servkeand 
relieved die tedium by writing a 
horns: serai for the Shamrock 
with & character called the Phan¬ 
tom Head. The. crucial .turning- 
point came witii his job as : unpaid, 
dramatic critic for the Dublin 
DaHyMaUaadbkeruxnmtervrith 
Henry Irving. Theaaor was nine 
years older and Bram. with his 
curious need to find a boro, reacted 
like-, a towwtruck giri at their 
meeting. 

Reviewing Irvings Hamlet, : 
Stoker wrote: “In his fits of passion 
there Es a realism that no one but a 



Sir Hemy Irvin& feff. and his "vidittf Bram Stoker 


genius can ever effect* flattered. 
Irving .invited him to dinner atlas 
hold and recited Hood’s melodra¬ 
matic poem The Dream of Eugene 
Aram with such mesmeric power 
that Stoker Was dose id hysterical 
collapse- Irving staggered into his 
bedroom and energed with a 
&goedfphe«ograph for “My dear 
friend Stoker. God Bless You! God 
Bless. YouI Henry Irving. Dublin, 
Decembers, 1876“ 


I home wfaile those moments erf our from ait earfy Baedeker guide and 

ried away and'■ mutual- emotion,’’ wrote an exhibition of photographs in 
Qptyhouses.-'-- -- I.' Bram years later, “be too London. The rest was his 
lEipd Stoker; £ JL- had., found a. frond and imagination. 

a forim-.. knew&Sfaal hadlooked into soul! '. •: .When the novel was published in 
witfiehand crf .Hrnntfiathbttf beganafriendship- I897.the reception wasmixed. The 
affbgfra! dcp-~ sts-profouh&its das&sts lasting as~:Daily Mail hailed has “this word, 


to spry out the land in Central Asia. 
It was Vambety who urfd Stoker of 
die vampiric legends so rife in 
. Transylvania. 

: How dSd Stoker create the char¬ 
acter of Count Dracula? Christo¬ 
pher . Lee. arguably the finest 
. Dracula of all identifies the char¬ 
acter's fascination: “He is a super¬ 
man with an erotic apeal to women, 
who firid him totally alluring. He is 
everything people would like to be. 
Men are attracted because of the 
irrestistible power, he wields. For 
women, there is the complete 
abandonment to the power of a 
man." living, of course, 
was such a superman 
for Stoker, and Lee be¬ 
lieves that he provided 
Stoker with the inspira¬ 
tion fix’ his extraordi- 
nary hero. 

Stoker opened bis 
novel in Bistritz. Tran¬ 
sylvania. with the rivet¬ 
ing scene in which 
Jonathan Harker is 
warned by the landlady 
of the Golden Krone not 
to leave, as it is Walpur- 
- gisNachl when “all the 
evil things in the world 
haw full sway". 

Stoker ' When I visited Bist¬ 
ritz. i was woken by the 
sound of hammering and looked 
onto a courtyard to see a carpenter 
.assembling a coffin. The Borgo 
Pass was just as Bram described it, 
mists and alb “The road was cut 
through the pine woods that 
seemed - in the darkness to he 
closing -.down upon us, great 
masses of greyness. produced a 
peculiarly weird and solemn ef¬ 
fect” What makes this so remark¬ 
able is that Bram never set foot in 
Transylvania. All he gleaned came 
from ait early Baedeker guide and 
an exhibition of photographs in - 
London. The rest was his 
ima g ination. 

: When the novel was published in 


light on one ofithe last terribie^ canbefaetw^twomen." 
days. Seizing an-axe, : .she hacked it -v "When frying boughrthe Lyceum 
off with one tremendous bfow. She. Theatre twp years Jater. he tde- 


was24. 

. His unexplained duhlhoad \ffl- 
ness miraculously cured, Bramhad 
grown into a huge, red-bearded 
athlete by-.the time.he entered- 
Trinity CoUege, DubIin. Ifever « 
man had conflicting personalities it 
was Bram. He had thecoiz^e to 
leap into the Thames to save a 
drowning matv&r which be*re-~ 
ceived the Royal Humane Society’s 
medal for gallantry. • r. . . . ■/; 

. He was, also Acutety sensittye, 
championing Waft Whitman, who 
was condemned by the - Trinity 
college hearties as “morally offen¬ 
sive". Reading his poems under a 
tree, Bram recorded:. “From that 


: graphed Bram asking himtobehis 
-acting manager. Beam accepted 
without hesitation, resigning- from 
the .secure, drudgery erf the Civil 
Service. Five days Ware joining 
Trvtog jn Brimingham. on Decem¬ 
ber 4, 4878,-. Bram married ray 
great-aunt; Florence Bakoroe, a 
-beauty as chilly as marble with, 
whom Oscar Wilde had previously 
been iri.Iove,' Bram, with his 
reverence for the fair sex, placed 
her on a pedestal where die was 
happy te> stay out trf reach. .' 

.The handsome, red-bearded. 
Stoker became a familiar figure as 
he welcomed the greatest pecple of 
the time at. the top of die Lyceum 


powerful and horrible story", but 
the Atheneum was scornfril:- “ft 
reads like a mere series of gro¬ 
tesquely incredible events." His 
mother was the most sagacious: 
“My dear, it is splendid. No book 
sjnoe : Mrs SheUey*s Frankenstein 
has come nearyaurs in originality 
or terror. Inns terrible excitement it 
should make a widespread reput¬ 
ation and much money for you." 
Prophetic words — but though be 
wrote another ten books, he re¬ 
ceived neither fame nor fortune in 
his lifetime. The first printing was 
. only 3,000 copies, and there were 
no reprints. It was the film starring 
Bela Lugosi that brought success 
and countless subsequent editions. 
• Bram continued to work for 
Irving, with the bonus that their 


real-life Dracula 
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Irresistible allure: the actor Christopher Lee, above, believes Drarula to be an erotic superman, fulfilling the fantasies of both men and women 


American tours introduced him to 
his idol, Walt Whitman, but Irving 
was hopeless at business and 
Stoker unable to control him. The 
Fates take pleasure in changing 
sides and after so much glory it was 
time to pay. Irving fell after the 
opening night of Richard III and 
Bernard Shaw's review hinted at 
drunkenness. Bram had to put up 
the notice he dreaded — “The 
management regrets..." 

Money was needed desperately 
and every setback meant strain for 
Stoker. As the actress Ellen Terry 
noted: “For yean Irving has accept¬ 
ed favours, obligations through 
Bram Striker. Never will he ac¬ 
knowledge them himself." Now 
Irving betrayed him by accepting 


an offer from another company. 
Always a gambler, Irving lost and 
found it impossible to admit his 
mistake. He used Stoker badly, yet 
I came across an envelope with a 
message scrawled in Irving's seis- 
mographic hand which was indeci¬ 
pherable except for “You above all 
men whom I hold dear." 

Stoker accompanied Irving on 
his farewell tour of the provinces. 
After a performance in Bradford. 
Irving did something unusual be¬ 
tween two men who met each other 
daily. He held out his hand: 
“Muffle up your throat, old chap. 
Take care of yourself. God bless 
you!" An hour later. Stoker was 
summoned from his lodgings to 
find Irving dead on the floor, his 


valet in tears beside him. After 
carrying his body upstairs, duty 
called as it had for 24 years and he 
sent out telegrams to inform the 
world. 

A year later Bram suffered a 
slight stroke, which left him with a 
limp and damaged his eyesight 
Two million pounds had passed 
through his hands when he man¬ 
aged the Lyceum, but now he was 
broke. He became increasingly 
eccentric taking my mother to a 
royal procession when she was 13 
be startled the crowd by handing 
round oranges from a paper bag. 

At the end of his life, in 1912. 
Bram retume to Cruden Bay’, north 
of Aberdeen, where he wrote so 
much of Dracula. He could nor 


afford a hole! but rented a cottage. 
He must have thought himself a 
failure. Never had he received the 
recognition he deserved - not even 
a degree from his old college in 
Dublin, which honoured Irving 
and even Vambety. 

I should like to imagine that as 
he limped across Cruden sands 
with his stout walking-stick, he 
remembered Count Dracula's 
snarling cry as he funis on his 
pursuers in Piccadilly: "You think 
you have left me without a place to 
rest, but 1 have more. My revenge 
is just begun. 1 spread it over the 
centuries and time is on my side.” 

With the arrival of Dracula';, 
centenary, this should be Stoker's 
year as well. 
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Kathryn Knight prepares for a hot date 

How I set my 
world on fire 


AFTER months erf worrying 
over my single status, my 
flatmates recently came up 
withasototioreTbefriendofa 
friend, he was to be the 
answer to my prayers. 

■ He was a stockbroker (de¬ 
cent wage packet), who en¬ 
joyed foe theatre (suggestion 
of cultural leanings). He had 
daric hair 7 and green eyes: 
“You’ll love him,” they prom¬ 
ised. Initially dubious, I be¬ 
came first' interested, then 
unashamedly orated. 

. The blind date and I had 
'arranged dinner d deux on a 
Friday night I saw myself 
Wafting a dgarefle with prac¬ 
tised mystique and pouting 
seductively over my salad. 
Friday, arrived, and I was 
bandy able to contain myself 
We were to meet at a bar 
before going on to dinner. 

■. The inauspicious sign that 
launch ed the evening should 
have served as a warning of 
wane to come. At 7 pm, I 
glided casually towards the 
Times newsdesk to take my 
leave. A brief chat about my 
evening ascertained that the 
entire desk had a rendezvous 
at the very same bar at the 
very t?™ time. With 25 
minutes left until showtime, 
there was no alternative but to 
try to intercept my man. • 

A frantic combmation of 
I cud, tube and legwork ddiv- 
, cred me to the bar at 735pm. 
The exertion had reduced my 
xarefrilty combed hair to a 
forlorn and sweaty shadow of 
[ts former glory, and Sashed 
my checks scarlet with effort 
Vainly trying to regain ray 
composure, i realised, with 
horror that it would be efifft- 



Cary Grant lights up romance — the Hollywood way 


cult to frogmarch my date 
away as l didn't actually 
know what he looked like. 

Twenty minutes Later, I was 
saved by a dark-hairtd, 
green-eyed vision striding my 
way. There was no time for 
courtesies. Before you could 
say, “Mine’s a gin and tonic"! 
had whisked him away to- 
- wards a cosy French brasse¬ 
rie. babbling about bosses 
and workmates and “seen 
enough of them all week". 

THfNGS were looking up. 
The lighting was as planned, 
die food was good. More to 
the point, - he was looking 
good. By die main course 1 
was imagining myself in 
yards of bridal chiffon — 
when a single movement 
brought an end to the dream. 

I had casualty extracted a 
cigarette from die packet and 
was about to strike an elegant 
match when the box foil on 
the floor. As 1 bent to rescue it 


my head made contact with 
the candle on the table. 

The soft flame flickered 
over my hair and transformed 
it into something not unlike 
Towering Inferno. 

“Christ, “ shrieked the date, 
banging his hand against my 
forehead in an attempt to put 
me out Unsure whether I 
was bald and/or chargrilled, 
1 made a dash to the ladies for 
a hasty restoration job. How 
do you re-enter a room with 
any dignity under such cir¬ 
cumstances? 1 took the steps 
m as casual a fashion as I 
could muster. But it seemed 
the man of my dreams had 
undergone a strange change 
of heart. Muttering some- 
tiling along the lines of “al¬ 
ready involved, it'd be great to 
meet up as friends," be called 
for the bill within minutes — 
and -we exited into the cold 
London night and separate 
taxis. I haven’t heard from 
him since. 
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Great lives 
well told 

Magnus Linklater on the best 


four biographies of last year 


S hall we see greamess 
in 19977 Not just a 
man ur woman of the 
year, but someone memora¬ 
ble enough to stand the test 
of time, to qualify*, let's say. 
fora biography. written ten. 
1U0 or even 4130 years after 
their death. The thought is 
prompted, not by the con¬ 
troversy over the Today 
award, but by the an¬ 
nouncement this coming 
M< mday of the winner of the 
Whitbread Biography of the 
Year. Tile shortlist runs 
from a life of Thomas Cran- 
mer (died 155b) to Samuel 
Beckett (died 1939), via 
Queen Caroline (1S21) and 
George Eliot (ISSU). "Hiis 
disparate collection 
emerged from a far longer 
list of 65 books, all pub¬ 
lished in I99ix and. as one of 
the exhausted judges who 
took part in a three-month 
reading marathon. I can 
testify to one thing at least: 
there is no such Thing as a 
short biography. 

There is also no such 
thing as an easy test of what 
constitutes a great life. In 
each book that caught the 
attention of the judges, it 
was the skill and insight of 
tiie biographer that proved 
at least as important as the 
significance of the subject. 
No one would claim that 
Caroline of Brunswick and 
the scandals that marked 
her turbulent marriage tn 
George IV could be weighed 
on the same scale of history 
as the achievements of 
Archbishop Cranmer. who 
helped to forge the Refor¬ 
mation and was _ 

martyred for bis 
faith. Nor can One C 

one guarantee ' 

that future eener- ™ 

ations will judge thre 

Krapp's Last „ 

Tape with the 1111 L 

same measure of b(k 

enthusiasm as we _ 

now accord The w 

Mill on the Floss. ' 

But in each case the author 
has wrought something of 
moment from the various 
lives, turning biography 
into history'. 

This is as if should be. 
Our views of the past have 
always been deeply influ¬ 
enced by the chroniclers of 
famous people. Emerson 
once wrote: 'There is prop¬ 
erly no history: only biogra¬ 
phy.” and Disraeli, his exact 
contemporary, felt the 
same. “Read no history; no¬ 
thing hut biography, for 
that is life without theory," 
he wrote. Boswell's Life of 
Johnson . Lockhart's of Wal¬ 
ter Scon. Lynon Sirachey s 
Eminent Victorians, or 
more recently. Michael Hal- 
royd on Strachey himself, or 
Richard Ellman on Oscar 
Wilde, have all presented a 
picture whose definition is 
so sharp that it has formed 
the opinion of a generation, 
while telling us more of the 
social history of the period 
than any number of histori¬ 
cal textbooks. 

What emerges may not be 
entirely objective, because 
no good biographer is ever 
fully detached fmm his sub¬ 
ject. The process of delving 
deep into the passionate 
nature of a human being is 
ultimately more rewarding 
than the prerise circum¬ 
stance of his birth, death, 
marriage or doctoral thesis. 
and attempting to maintain 
the halance between both 
rarely succeeds. “How on 
earth does one explain mad- 


One quality 
runs 
through 
all these 
books 
— courage 


ness and love in sober prose 
with dates attached?" cried 
Virginia W'oolF in despair as 
she attempted to complete 
her life of Roger Fry. How is 
biography even possible, 
she'went on to ask. How is 
one to know- that the really 
significant events in a per¬ 
son's life have not gone 
uowrirten and unrecorded? 

The answer is that one 
cannot. And sometimes the 
evidence to go on is so slight 
that it is like reconstructing 
a tyrannosaurus from a 
single fossilised daw. Diar- 
maid McCullough, in the 
introduction to his life of 
Cranmer. says that in more 
than 300 letters of Cran- 
mer's which survive, there 
is only one mention of his 
wife and children. Yet by 
the end. what reaches us 
across 400 years is the hu¬ 
man dimension of the sub¬ 
ject. the frailty of a man con¬ 
fronted with the terror of 
martyrdom and his courage 
ar the moment of death. 

Defiance would be a more 
appropriate way of describ¬ 
ing the quality that emerges 
from Flora Fraser's biogra¬ 
phy of Queen Caroline, 
whose story parallels that of 
our own dear Princess of 
Wales so closely that one 
has to pinch oneself occa¬ 
sionally to remember that 
one is reading about the 
early l«rh century rather 
than something from Nigel 
Dempster's gossip column. 
A life of relentless royal 
bickering is redeemed by 
the sheer resilience of a wo¬ 
man thrown into a loveless 

_ marriage and 

subjected to end- 
jality less humiliation 

by an Estat¬ 
es lishment intent 

Liah on destroying 

ipcp her - 

icsc Nothing could 

iks be further from 

the deeply serious 
and troubled life 
of George Eliot, 
whom Rosemary Ashton 
describes as the most un¬ 
conventional woman of the 
Victorian age. Despite the 
fact that she had rejected 
her religion and was living 
in sin. "her natural feeling 
was a longing to agree as 
far as possible". Assailed by 
guilt, and miserable when 
rejected by conventional so¬ 
ciety. she was nevertheless 
unable to ignore the driving 
forces of her own nature. 
She became, as Professor 
Ashton puts it. an “internal 
' exile"; just as Samuel Beck¬ 
ett for most of his life, was 
an exile of another kind, 
straddling the cultures of 
France and his native Ire¬ 
land. never quite a part of 
either, yet always his own 
man. James Kjicrwlson re¬ 
counts how Beckett joined 
the resistance as much be¬ 
cause of his disgust for Nazi 
anti-Semitism as any patri¬ 
otic feelings towards his 
adopted country. 

Looking back on the 
books we chose. I realise 
that one quality runs 
through all four. It is cour¬ 
age — not just the courage to 
confront physical danger, 
but to defy convention, to 
stick to personal beliefs, to 
remain true to one's nature, 
to ignore the easy route Df 
conformity. Whether these 
alone amount to greatness 1 
doubt. But at a time when 
principle in public life is all 
too often sacrificed in the 
interests of popularity, they 
make a pretty good start. 


With peace a still distant dream, Paul Bew analyses the Unionist endgame in this Parliament 


W ill the Ulster Unionists has¬ 
ten the downfall of the John 
Major Government? There 
are some Ulster Unionist MPs — 
notably John Taylor, the deputy 
leaden and Ken Maginnis, the Fer¬ 
managh and S Tyrone MP — who 
give the impression of being keen to 
do just that. Sour personal relations 
with leading members of the Govern¬ 
ment play a key role here but, more 
important, is the feeling that the 
Unionists should gain as much credit 
as possible with an incoming Blair 
government. Tony Biair. after all, has 
done much to reduce Unionist appre¬ 
hension of a Labour victory. 

On the eve of the 1992 general 
election, polls showed a widespread 
and intense fear of a Labour govern¬ 
ment within the Unionist community 
in Northern Ireland. These fears are 
neither as widespread nor intense 
today. The reason is dear enough. In 
February 1992. Neil Kinnock went to 
die Irish Embassy in London to 
confirm his parly's commitment to 
Irish unity "in the longer term". 

Not surprisingly, the Labour ap¬ 
proach excited and pleased re¬ 
publicans. Jim Gibney. the Sinn Fein 
spokesman, asked Mr Kinnock. if 
elected to Dawning Street, to "honour 
the letter and spirit of your policy on 
Ireland. We are willing to help you 
unite our country: don't falter in the 
face of such a historic demand." 

It emerged later that a radical 


Dancing to the 
Orange flute 


Labour policy’ review had derided to 
offer Dublin power, as opposed to the 
current high level of consultation, in 
Northern Ireland. 

The signals being sent five years 
later are rather different. This is 
partly a tribute to the modernising 
spirit of new Labour but it is. above 
all. a tribute to the change in political 
discourse effected by the Downing 
Street declaration of December 1993 
and the framework documents of 
1995. Unionists dislike many aspects 
of these documents — signed by the 
British and Irish Governments — but 
one thing is clear: they rule out a role 
for Britain as a persuader for Irish 
unity. They also lay great emphasis 
on the need for the agreement of the 
local parties. New Labour’s absolute¬ 
ly wholehearted embrace of the 
Downing Street declaration logically 
implies the end of a policy which even 
hints that Labour might be a per¬ 
suader for Irish unity. 

So. the argument runs, why should 


David Trimble’s nine Ulster 
Unionist MPs not make common 
cause with Labour in the lobbies? In 
fact, it is not likely to happen. There 
are still despite everything, warm 
ties between some senior Tories and 
Ulster Unionists. Two of Mr Trim¬ 
ble's parliamentary colleagues. Sir 
James Mdyneaux and Willie Ross, 
were elected in 1970 as Conservative 
and Unionist MPS. Both are emotion¬ 
ally pro-Tory; it is difficult to see them 
bringing down the Government The 
very size of Labour's poll lead coun¬ 
sels the Ulster Unionists to wait far a 
moment which is likely to bring 
about a Government with a smaller 
majority. The more that John Hume 
and Gerry Adams call for an early 
election, the more Unionists are likely 
to stay their hand. They no longer 
expect significant policy movements 
by this Government either to their 
advantage or disadvantage; but there 
is at the margins a certain amount of 
business to be done. 


Mr Trimble, the Ulster Unionist 
leader, has a lot riding on the next 
Westminster election. The Forum el¬ 
ection results in Northern Ireland in 
May 1995. which left his party with 30 
seats against the Paisleyvte Demo¬ 
cratic Unionist Party's 24 seats, was 
not a great personal triumph. The 
growing inter-communal bitterness 
in the province since the end of the 
IRA ceasefire may be working to die 
CUP'S advantage. Mr Trimble wflL 
however, still hope to gain at least one 
seat. His recent deal with Sir James 
Goldsmith should be seen partly in 
this context Goldsmith's financial 
generosity should, at least assist a 
better presentation of the Ulster 
Unionist case in the next few months. 
Nevertheless, it has left a legacy of 
irritation within Mr Trimble's own 
party; even intense Euro-sceptics 
complain about lack of consultation. 
Mr Trimble'S honeymoon as leader is 
definitely over. Yet it is worth noting 
that for all his reputation as an errat¬ 


ic hardliner, he has skilfully not fore¬ 
closed absolutely on the possibility of 
a negotiated settlement of the Ulster 
crisis. 

But of course, much here depends 
on the dialectic of republican-loyalist 
violence and — while there are clearly 
restraining forces at work on both 
sides — the omens here are not good. 
Mr Adams seems to be determined to 
avoid any form of republican split at 
any price, even though the balance of 
forces within the republican move¬ 
ment no longer sustains the strategy 
embodied m the 1994-95 peace pro¬ 
cess. More importantly, Mr Adams 
may have missed the moment for the 
one decisive move which coujd have 
transformed the situation. This is not 
the acceptance of the principle that 
majority consent in Northern Ireland 
is required before there can be Irish 
unity — that was always asking the 
republican movement for too much — 
but a republican acceptance that war 
would no longer be waged against 
this principle. 

In more optimistic times a few 
months ago. Dr Marjorie Mowlem. 
Labour’s spokeswoman ion Northern 
Ireland, in an effort to assist the peace 
process, argued that the status quo 
“was not an option". It is beginning to 
look as if the status quo — direct rule 
with a green tinge — is the only 
option. 

• Professor Paul Be w is Parnell Fellow ai 
Magdalene College. Cambridge. 


Too late for the Comeback Kid? 


John Major’s 
performance 
has improved. 

But it may not be 
enough to win 


T here is a case to be made for 
John Major. I am one of 
those commentators who 
has been a disillusioned sup¬ 
porter of his. 1 wanted him to become 
Prime Minister after, but only after. 
Margaret Thatcher had been reject¬ 
ed. I became disillusioned by the er¬ 
rors of his first three years in gov¬ 
ernment, particularly by the loss of 
control of public expenditure, by the 
mishandling of the recession, by the 
commitment to an unsustainable rate 
for sterling in the exchange-rate me¬ 
chanism, by the signing of the Maas¬ 
tricht treaty and its brutal whipping 
through a reluctant Parliament, By 
1993 I had come to regard him as a 
disappointing Prime Minister. 

The case for Mr Major now rests 
on the past three years. They have 
seen a period of economic recovery, 
better control of expenditure and a 
Cabinet shift on Europe. If one rules 
a line at January I 1994, and judges 
him as Prime Minister on his per¬ 
formance after that his record unde¬ 
niably looks much better. “Yes. we 
made a mess of it. Now we’re gening 
it right” may not be much of an 
election slogan, but it would have 
some credibility. 

If one thinks that his performance 
was acceptable in the first three years 
and excellent in the next three — and 
many Conservatives do think that —- 
there will be no problem in voting for 
him at rhe general election. If one 
thinks that his performance was dis¬ 
appointing in his first three years, bur 
acceptable in the second three, there 
is still evidence of a learning cune. 
Prime Ministers have to be trained 
on the job. We now have an ex¬ 
perienced Prime Minister, whom 
everyone acknowledges to be an hon¬ 
est and likeable man. Why should the 
electors switch to Tony Blair, who 
will also learn by making mistakes, 
some of which could well be as 
serious as those Mr Major made in 
1991 and 1992? 

In the election campaign. Mr 
Major will need to persuade the elec¬ 
torate that this learning curve can 
continue upwards. If voters think he 
will be a successful Prime Minister in 
the future, they may vote to re-elect 
him, whichever view they take of his 
past performance. Three election is¬ 
sues are already prominent in the 



I 
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public mind. The first, which could 
be an insuperable obstacle however 
well Mr Major campaigns, is that it 
is “time for a change". Many 
Conservative voters themselves ac¬ 
cept the force of this argument After 
four Parliaments and 18 years, it 
would be good for democracy to have 
a Labour government. 

This argument is reinforced by the 
fact that no one under 40 has now 
voted in a general election which ac¬ 
tually produced a Labour govern¬ 
ment. The Wilson and Callaghan 
governments left a sour taste in the 
mouth, but not in the mouths of those 
who were children when Mrs 
Thatcher became Prime Minister. 

One aspect of this argument will 
not swing many votes, but it is 
worrying. 1 do not think that Mr 
Blair could survive defeat I think 
that old Labour would turn on him, 
his people and his ideas. That would 
mean a Labour Party split in 2002. or 
a Labour government that would tty 
to undo most of the sensible things 
that have been done since 1979. Yet 
people will not be voting for the 
benefit of prosperity. If voters consid¬ 
er that the leadership of Mr Major 
and the policies of the Conservative 
Party will be best for themselves and 
for the country in the last years of tile 
1990's, they will give the Conserva¬ 
tives another turn in office. 
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The other two well-defined, or at 
least well-discussed, issues are the 
economy and Europe. I do not rec¬ 
ognise the description of the economy 
as it is given by either party. There 
was nothing exceptional about the 
British economy in 1996. but things 
have been going reasonably well, as 
they usually do at this stage of a 
cyclical recovery. Subject to the 
American recovery, which had 
started earlier and has gone on 
longer, this British recovery may 
have two or three years to run. It is at 
about the same stage as the recovery 
of the late 1980s was in 1987. That 
helped the Conservatives to the 
election of that year. The 1980s re¬ 
covery peaked in 1989 and the reces¬ 
sion started in 1990. 

The Conservatives have not discov¬ 
ered a magic mushroom which 
would transform a cyclical recovery 
into steady non-inflationary growth. 
Interest rates will have to rise, and 
the sooner the better. Kenneth Clarke 
is not the greatest Chancellor since 


Neville Chamberlain, or William 
Gladstone or the younger PitL He is a 
solidly responsible performer with 
remarkably little reforming zeal — a 
sound but uninspired Chancellor. On 
the other hand, tine Labour descrip¬ 
tion of Britain’s recent economic per¬ 
formance is wholly incredible. At this 
stage of the cycle, at least, Britain has 
one of the best economic perfor¬ 
mances in Europe, which one would 
not exchange for the German, 
French. Italian or Spanish perfor¬ 
mances, with their high costs, high 
taxes and high unemployment 

Europe really does illustrate the 
learning curve of Prime Ministers. 
Mrs Thatcher herself, tough-minded 
as she was. took time to recognise the 
realities of Europe. Mr Major came 
into office after Mrs Thatcher had 
been turned out. on the European 
issue, and believed that an under¬ 
standing with Germany could tala: 
Britain to the heart of Europe. It did 
no such thing. Mr Blair does not have 
as many Euro-illusions as Gordon 
Brown, but a Labour government 
would probably be a softer option for 
the European federalists, as Klaus 
Kinkel expects. My own view is that 
Mr Blair would become more realis¬ 
tic about Europe within months, but 
those would be dangerous months, 
just as Mr Major's first months were. 

So for, the case for Mr Major looks 


reasonably solid. Whatever view one 
takes of his early performance, he is 
now an experienced and prudent 
Prime Minister, if no visionary. The 
time-fbr-a-change argument is partly 
for the benefit of posterity; wftat the 
electorate wants is another five years 
of jobs and prosperity. The economy 
is improving. The Conservatives are 
the party of national interest rather 
than appeasement on European is¬ 
sues. There is quite a good fit between 
these arguments and the current 
views of the electorate. On lop of this, 
Mr Major’s image had become an as¬ 
set Other Prime Ministers have had 
brighter plumage, but he has a genu¬ 
ine affinity with the British elector. 

There seem to be three problems. 
Two are the big soda! services, health 
and education. Both are under¬ 
funded, health to the point of break¬ 
down. The reluctance of the electorate 
to pay more taxes means that there is 
no money to fund them more ade¬ 
quately. ■ 

At some point the logic of this will 
probably force politicians to move to 
plural funding, expanding the pri¬ 
vate sector in both health and edu¬ 
cation, through charitable support, 
insurance, and personal contribut¬ 
ions. More than half of all taxpayers 
could afford to contribute more to¬ 
wards the services as they use them, 
and a plurally funded system could 
provide the better services that people 
demand. No one wants underpaid 
professors or over-sized classes. No 
one wants to die on a trolley in a 
hospital corridor. 


B ritish politics is notyet ready 
for the privatisation of 
health and education which 
may become inevitable in 
the first decade of the next century; 
the Conservatives are not foolish 
enough to propose something still so 
unacceptable. The public may believe 
that Labour can solve the conundrum 
of more money for health and edu¬ 
cation without raising taxes. They 
know the Conservatives cannot 
Hie final challenge to Mr Major's 
electoral prospect is Mr Blair- He has 
done what Richard Nixon achieved 
with liis southern strategy. He has 
created a new coalition; he has 
managed to hold on to old labour 
while attracting “progressive” people 
of all parties and none. Even 25 years 
ago, polls showed that a coalition of 
the progressive centre would have a 
large majority. David Owen came 
dose to achieving that in the 1980s. 
But his liberal base was too narrow, 
and perhaps too goofy. 

Tony Blair has the solid Labour 
base, which is at least twee as large, 
and he has certainly captured the 
floating progressives. The new Lab¬ 
our coalition of the progressive centre 
may well have a natural majority, 
whatever John Major now does. 


More ritz 
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The Sultan of Brunei and his wives: favouring St Moritz 


THE PRINCE of Wales may have 
chosen Kiosrcrs with Tiggy and 
Tara again ihis year. Roger Moore 
may remain loyal to Gstaad — but 
the Sultan of Brunei favours Si 
Moritz as his winter playground. 
The world's richest man has jusi 
rented the farmer Shah of Iran's 
old villa in the glitzy resort, where 
real fur and designer salopettes are 
de rigueur. The head of the tiny but 
fabulously rich petroleum king¬ 
dom is spending a phenomenal 
sum refurbishing the villa which 
was built at ihe beginning of the 
century and bought by the Shah of 
Iran. Reza Pahlavi. fo 1967. 

Hardly your average chalet, the 


19-room mountain retreat was rent¬ 
ed by the Iralian media magnate 
Silvio Berlusconi for 11 years. Urs 
Schwarzenbach. the Swiss finan¬ 
cier, a friend of the Sultan, later 
bought the property for 19 million 
francs (about £8 million}. 

Both the Sultan's wives have in¬ 
spected the premises and given it 
their approval and Schwarzenbach 
has now let the house for an undis¬ 
closed price to the 50-year-old head 
of state who plans to make it 
another of his lavish holiday 
homes. Expect to see the Sultan and 
his sultanas swooping down the 
slopes in matching his. hers and 
hers ski outfits. 


• The Ealing-based record com¬ 
pany Black Hat Records is proudly 
publicising a new album by a 
group called Loser. This would 
seem to be an apposite title. The 
information volunteered is that 
one member's previous musical 
experience extends to his once 
having been hired to mime with 
Donny Osmond on a European 
tour and that another member of 
the band's musical background 
embraces only "watching Top of 
the Pops". 

Snowed under 

SOUNDS of Mrs Mop revving up 
her vacuum cleaner backs rage ar 
Sadler's Wells (now based at the 
Peacock Theatre! in preparation for 
the arrival of Slava Polunin's Snow- 
show later this month. The high 
point of Polunin's surreal perform¬ 
ance is an artificial snow storm that 
leaves the audience knee-deep in 
thousands of tiny scraps of paper. 
Everyone agrees the effect is magi¬ 
cal. except of course the unfortu¬ 
nate who spends three hours 
sweeping out the stalls daily. 

Game for it 

PUNDITS will be playing a new 
board gam® this year. General 


Election, invented by Bryan Green 
— a gentleman whose regular occu¬ 
pation is making drystone walls — 
is about to be launched. Players 
move backwards and forwards un¬ 
til the first player past the post is 
declared Prime Minister. 

Square 46 reads: "You have to 
sack your glitz and gloss over mid¬ 
way through the campaign", a ref¬ 
erence ro the turbulent egos in 
political advertising. Square 25 
reads: "The tabloid press prints 
revelations and allegations about 
the private lives of other party lead- 
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ers. Move other party leaders back 
two spaces." Green has sent a com¬ 
plimentary ropy to John Major, 
who wrote back sa>ting he hoped to 
avoid the “snakes" in the game. 


Girl talk 


“Portillo? Sounds a bit too 
Argentinian Jbrcomforf 


ON THE eve of the first anniversa¬ 
ry of Francois Mitterrand's death, 
a new biography suggests that he 
was true to himself to the last The 
journalist Jean-Marc Ben a mo u 
was present at Mitterrand's last 
supper with family and friends on 
New Year's Eve 1995, eight days be¬ 
fore the President died. Was the 
great man concerned about Euro¬ 
pean Union or unemployment in 
France? Not quite. His conversa¬ 
tion. Benamou reports, turned 
largely on Julia Roberts and a din¬ 
ner he had once had with her. 


"That was a big ambition," Mitter¬ 
rand said. “And by the way. those 
legs in Pretty Woman: they were 
certainly her legs, weren’t they?" 

King fang 

A MONSTER truffle was sacri¬ 
ficed at a special New Year's Eve 
dinner in Hong Kong for 120 gour¬ 
mets. The 2Qaz Italian fungus was 
bought for HK$40,000 (about 
L3.000) by a local hotel, outbidding 
chefs in Milan. New York, Paris 
and Tokyo. “It is wonderful to find 
this, it is like a dinosaur egg from 
Jurassic Park." said Mario Cara¬ 
mel la. chef at the Grand Stanford 
Harbour View Hotel. “Santa Claus 
brought me this truffle because I 
have been a good chef.” 

• Paul McCartnqt is not the only 
rock legend to receive high honour. 
The craggy-faced rock-star Johnny 
Halfyday. who has been booming 
out songs for more than three de¬ 
cades. has been nominated for 
France's highest civilian award: 
the Legion cTHonneur. 

Old King Soul 

THE HORDES of wailing teen¬ 
agers may have deserted ten but 
for the American actor David Soul, 



David Souk mellowed 

blond half of television^ original 
cop duo Stars kv and Hutch . the 
show must go on. These days, fray¬ 
ing slightly at the edges, a mel¬ 
lowed Hutch plies the London 
. party, circuit, where he often gives 
impromptu piano performances of 
hits such as Don't Give. Up On Us 
and Silver Lady: Now 53, Soul is 
taking to the road again to promote 
his nexr album, due out in Febro 
ary. Twenfy years on, his'fans may 
wave pension books instead of cig¬ 
arette lighters, but Soul is philo¬ 
sophical-: a bout- his waning 
celebrity. “Celebrity is like ice 
cream,** hesays. “It melts." 
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Fbr a dreadful instant in Hebroh-yestenlay 
Noam Fhedraan. the off-duty Israeli aa*-. 
scri^ who emptied the magazine of his 
rnachinegun. into the awMed 
stood as symbol for all the tensions and 
hatreds that form the. backdrop to the' 
protracted renegotiation of Israel’s promised - 
withdrawal from most of this West Bank 
city. The ensuing panic was not confined to 
Friedman's Palestinian targets, seven of 
whom were wounded, Before he was 
overpowered, the immediate reaction of 
police and soldiers .guarding the ’hearty' 
Jewish enclave in the city's heart, wind! has 
been recently been targeted by petrol- 
bombers. was to open fire in the mistaken 
belief that this was a Palestinian attack. • 
This could all too easily have, escalated 
into a repeat of September's dreadful’ gun • 
battles in Jerusalem. The speed with which 
calm was restored, thanks. to improved co- ; 
operation between the Israeli milit ary, and 
the Palestinian police, is encouraging proof 
that both sides, have learnt from that .disaster 
— and that the lesson has been absorbed not 
only by those charged .with keeping order, ’ 
but by their political masters. - 
Just as Yassir Arafat was quiek- to tele¬ 
phone Binyamin Netanyahu .early ! last 
month, to condemn the murder of a woman 
and her son at the Beit Hsettlemmt, so Mr - 
Netanyahu immediately contacted Mr Ara¬ 
fat, and followed through by sternly and 
publicly insisting that, no act of violence 
would stand in the way of a HebrbndeaL V 
Better still, Mr- Netanyahu who; for 

months has appeared to be in no hurry to • 
agree fresh tarns for a redeployment dial he 
used bitterly to oppose — is now insistent 
that delay can only "provoke and create 
conditions’'for tins sort of atrocity. 

Friedman's attempt to abort the Hebron 
deal by violence may thus have the opposdte 
effect spurring the two sides to affinal - 
negotiating effort. But if is a reminder to Mi* 


Netanyahn of tfe forces he has to control 
within, his own abroad governing coalition. 
Last week, a group, of radical rabbi*? called 
.on' Israeli soldiers • to disobey orders to 
withdraw from HebrorLOne of these. Rabbi 
. EBraer WaWmann, tuns a religious school 
•foryoutbs serving in titearmy. 

To a deeply rehgfeff: young conscript sudi 
as Friedman, their words may have inspired 
his crime: inflammatory edicts issued under 
-the cover of rdigioashould be as offensive to 
a faw-abiding coyntiy as the bombs , of 
Palestinian terrorists^ Friedman has been 
deiumnced even by the- militant Jewish 
Caandl afSettiements, which opposes 
further withdrawals from the biblical lands 
of ancient Israel; but his act is an outgrowth 
of their uniting of religious Judaism with 
te r ritor i al irredenfisra. Mr Netanyahu won 
a democraticmandatelast May to place 
greater stress cat Israeli security as he 
proceeds to' iraplement ~ tire Oslo peace 
process He was not elected to put it 
permanently on tee; yet he will make little, 
headway' without confronting both the 
exfrente religious right and those in Likud 
wire adhere to the party's long-held doctrine 
that the primordial biblical, lands cannot 
and must not be traded lor peace. 

This Ire seems increasingly to recognise, 
as he prepares to outflank opposition within 
his Cabinet to the Hehran redeployment by 
direct resort to tire Knesset Mr Arafat would 
be unwise to complicate his course by insis¬ 
ting, on written guarantees and timetables 
for Jhe neaa step, Israeli troop withdrawals 
' from villages and rural areas of tire West 
Sank. Ah American note spelling out the 
T^lig^tiohsTtf botii sides should suffice. Mr 
Netanyahu would prefer to move directly to 
"final stage” talks; that too deserves serious 
Palestinian consideration. With extremists 
on both sides so ready to sabotage each 
small step, itinaywen be wiser 10 proceed on 
all fronts at the same time. - . 


TRUMAN AND MARSHALL 
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What now? 

A set of dramatic derisions taken in '19# ' regarded,four decades iateri by thecollapse 
confirmed tire onset of tire War-5^-. -the SorietOTinre.- - 
them came tire transformatkiri^ : Compared , with tiie boldness shown in 

States into an internationalist siipbrpowar., . 19^; tire response of Western nations to the 
Two men in particular offered fhe leadershijr .f findcrftlte Cold War has been puny.That has 
necessary to znofaflise a great. naliam^Cw.V^ire^particp^ pf the CEriton Admin- 

March lX; l&ffiTmoan :-ao$d 

before a Itep^BcanHed. C^pngress ‘£nid Ifcoi^^ 

appealed for m2irtaiy:-aid for Greece and '' use ■ international relations for short-term 
Turkey. He went beyond that .request to -. ’ eroxremicartd trade advantage. Nato,mean- 
argue: “I believe that itnmst be-- ' ■■■ \Tritifeis blundering towards a 

the polity of the United States to " ; .hasty _ and ill-concei ved 

support free peoples whip are - • oqrension. 

resisting attempted subjugation ' 1 George Bush perceived the 

by armed minorities or ‘[by ^ • need for a New World Order 

outside pressures." - after tire Gulf War but never 


Two months earlier. Truman 
had bravely appointed. General George C. 
Marshall, a man whose popularity , and 
prestige far outranked his own, .as Secretary 
of State. On June 5,1947, Marshall used a 
Commencement Address at Harvard 


. quite managed to explain ex- 

actiy «foat this ought to be or to entail. 
Uncertainty has deepened since he left the 
While House. For BUI Clinton and most 
Democrats, foreign policy now represents a 
vastremployment promotion exercise. The 


University to outline a EuropeairRecovery .' mconsistendes in Bob Dole’s approach to 
'Tt,;, frrr ‘ pTtMTiAt fflipcfinns m Hip. InsT nresidenfial 


Programme. This unprecedented’plan for 
generous economic assistance would save a 
contiiamt and bear Marshafl^ name. '" 
The intellectual reasoning behind Wash- 
■ ington’s new strategy was contained in a 
justly celebrated anonymous article in the 
journal Foreign Affairs that same year. It- 
came from the pen.of George Kerman, a 
senior State Department cffirial^Totalitar-, 
ianism could, he argued,, be checked and 
then defeated by “long-term, patient but firm 
and vigilant containment". The institutional 
consequences were recognised in the cre- 


extenial questions in the last presidential 
campaign reflected a wider, and disturbing, 
"breakdown of consensus in Republican 
ranks. This would matter, less if others, 
notably in Europe, were capable of extend- 
mg-fhsfr horizons to meet the.new chal¬ 
lenges. In reality,- the grand language of 
federalism and integration masks ah intro¬ 
spection, bordering on insularity, and a 
frequent preference for protectionism. ’ 

: Fifty years ago there was an obvious 
threat that permitted Truman and Marshall 
to.reconstruct American foreign policy. But 


consequeucra wac -- ------ ~sr- r . ? 

ationby the US Congress of the Department there was also the political will to ignore the 
of Defence, the National Security Council dectoraBtyexpedient Circumstances maybe 

. .. __1 _ _ A UAfh AiffrtnAanr- bart thia nPtvl fftr 


and the Central Intelligence Agency. With 
the birth of Nato two yrars later, all the. 
essential elements that would guide the 
democracies throujgb the Cold War had been 

. - »_-n_ctimunTn 1017 nrac 

put m 


different today; but the need for intelligent, 
principled American leadership is no less 
pressing. If MrCKntori wishes to give proof 
of lhatmhis second term, a rethink of Nam's 
expansion would his best starting point 


BROUGHT TO BOOK 


Computers can never replace the.pleasure of the printed page 

"A mad book is the best of friends, the same J . ^Trollope's opinion foar of aB ihe J 

t^^‘ffi^^ofehasthislWi,book has the chief need is that it bereadabfe^ 
Sy commonplace beet inscribed over finitew^speakmg.potwUy fig- 

public libraries or written on. the flyleaves of uratively. Ifa book cannot be stuffedI m a 

nresentation volumes. And ; how gleefully . pocket or left beside a bed, it can hardly 
futurologists pronounced; rt dead,' claim to be readable,, however hrapid rts 
swept away by the forward march of the prose/ You cannot scroll a 

SSiter Md die replaoement of books by . RdMfefl on a warm beach 

Martin coinedthe. works leaves you forever in suspen^Nor 

CD-Koro-Marcm *. «rv. . however a can you bury your head in a computensed 

155; Jfi Rousseau on the Underground iMgat fear- 


that parole are buying notebooks, and .m mg that mams naiurei 

IS iSdSn for tiMsferring the written.word terminated by aavwd piling on at Holbom. 
mefeauon tortran^i^s advocates argue that com- 

-AtaKf half tiwse activated so that a la 2 y reader ran simply 

ama ^ order them to turn the page. Baihara Cart* 

proportion barely changed m the last sk S«H rn.Rom-ances can be drawn by tele- 

sssaasssaga,- ,»}«s5aa- 

of British households now own a craipu^» , combine to produce a work 

only a fraction- have _ :^“^ P f s S y pleasing as its 

capacity to run CD-Roms. Of tb<Ke thatdid, • nourishing. No ja 2 zy illustra- 

most used it for work and bafffor playmg oti ^ plastic CD-Rom cover can 
gan.es a quarter ured ro-Ko^for ■ P^^T NoTcan spluttering at a 

aaciSfs.'sssssaBuasK - - 


Curbing directors’ 
right to silence 

From Mr A. S . Minns 

Sir, Mr Piers Ashworth. QC. in whai 
strikes me us an attack on the right of 
us all to remain silent when accused 
(tetter. December 27). believes that 
those who trade with the benefit of 
limited liability should be stripped of 

the common-law privilege against 
self-incrimination. He argues that 
because a company is an "artificial 
body” created by statute a director 
should not expect the same human 
rights as everyone else. 

May i remind Mr Ashworth that 
the principal fiduciary duties on a 
director to behave with prohiry are 
imposed by the common law. Since 
directors face the obligations, it is not 
illogical that they should also receive 
the protection of the common law. 

Mr Ashworth exempts from his 
woukf-bc Orwellian regime those 
business people who risk all their 
assets — as "most professionals are 
(rightly) compelled io do". However, 
professionals (including those in his 
own profession) take but insurance 
cover for such risks and thereby keep 
their personal assets protected. 

Those who are frightened that their 
insurance cover will not suffice com¬ 
monly put their personal assets into 
family trusts or transfer them to their 
spouses. In the case of the inter¬ 
national accountancy' firms, they’ may 
try to transfer their businesses to off¬ 
shore limited liability partnerships. 

Requiring people to talk in police 
cells has a wholly unedifying track 
record where it has been practised. 
The UK consistently loses human- 
rights cases before the European 
courts. It will be a tragedy if the 
protection of our basic human rights 
is abandoned by our judiciary and 
senior lawyers and has to be left to 
Europe to enforce. 

1 remain. Sir. yours faithfully, 
ANTHONY MINNS (Chairman). 
MM & K limited (financial advisors), 
1 Bengal Court. Binchin Lane. ECZ. 
December 3a 


Academy cash crisis 

From Mr Nicholas A. H. Stacey 

Sir, Companies have for tong been ex¬ 
horted to elect non-executive directors 
to their boards. The proved advantage 
of sudi "outsiders" is their indepen¬ 
dence and . wealth of experience gath-. 
'ered- dsewhere. 

The symbiosis of these two qualities 
gives non-executives a wide perspec¬ 
tive; their effectiveness, if well chosen, 
can be seminal. One may ask why 
such a good example of the corporate 
world in minglmg Insiders with 
outsiders in the beard room has not 
been Mowed more closely by pro¬ 
fessional associations. 

The recently surfaced sad confusion 
about money at the Royal Academy of 
Arts — running into deficit and failing 
10 publish annual accounts for over a 
decade (letters, December 13, 23) — 
could have been avoided had the Aca¬ 
demicians - recruited among their 
members two or three aolleagues with 
commercial experience. 

Some professional bodies, such as 
accountants and lawyers, have mem¬ 
bers with considerable business ex¬ 
perience on their governing bodies: 
but I guess, numerous professional 
societies, associations and institutions 
in the arts arid sciences are devoid of 
what many now consider as necessary 
commercial nous for running an or¬ 
ganisation. The remedy is at hand. 

Yours sincerely. 

NICHOLAS A H. STACEY. 

Reform Club, Pall Mall. SW1. 


Millennium challenge 

From Mr and Mrs Ian Hall 

Sir. We are struck by the contrast be¬ 
tween the Tokyo International Forum 
(Arts. December 30) and the feeble 
attempts to produce a building in the 
UK to mark the millennium. Why 
does the Millennium Commission 
persist with the polluted site near 
London, the preparation costs of 
which must equal those of the 
buildings themselves. Who can blame 
the private sector for its reluctance to 
back such a project? 

Plenty of sites exist north of Watford 
for a design to challenge that of Tok¬ 
yo. and plenty of entrepreneurs to 
fond it The UK has some of the best 
architects and engineers in the world. 
They would welcome the challenge. 

May we propose a new year's 
resolution for the commission? To 
grasp the nettle and start again. 

Yours faithfully, 

LOIS HALL 
UN HALL 
(Architects (retired)). 

The Cottage, Lower Snowden, 
Bumhill Green. South Staffordshire, 


The Tunes and Iran 

From Mr Mohammad Safaei 

Sir, Reading your report and leading 
article (December 16) on US prepara¬ 
tions for militaty strikes against Iran, 
I cannot help feeling that The Times is 
intent on creating tension in the 
Persian Gulf region. 

May I reiterate what has been 
declared on numerous occasions.'that 
Iran condemns all terrorist actions, 
regardless of the motive, .time, place 
and the victims involved. • 

' During the last year. The Times has 
reported a number of accusations 
against Iran — for instance on the 
explosion in Jeddah and the crash of a 


Moral excellence in Catholic schools 


From the Reverend 
Leo Chamberlain, QSB. 

Headmaster of Amplefortk College 

Sir. William Rues Megg's friendly 
article of December 2k "Religious 
schools against the world" flutters. 
December 30). pursues important 
questions. But the dividing line be- 
tween Ampiefonh. as a Catholic 
school, and others is noL as he 
suggests, simply mer the teaching of 
morality based cm religion as against 
a moral relativism, important though 
that is. 

An education in faith and \irttss is 
about the whole of life and death 
Catholic schools attempt this \isicr. 
for all. not just as an option for 2 few. 
Ampiefonh College, where the monas¬ 
tic communin' and the lay teaching 
staff co-operate at every level, is the 
work of Ampiefonh Abbey , a living 
community of Faith. This cannot be 
compared with the provision of a 
chaplain, or with arrangements to 
take children out to Mass, as refugees 
from their secular environment. 

There is a unity of aim and loyalty 
among our parents which surprises 
those who meet it for the firs: time. 
Our pupils come from ail over the 
country and from abroad. More than 
75 per cent of them are in the category 
known dismissrvely today as "distant 
boarders". Their parents sacrifice a 
great deal; they understand that 
religious faith to-day must in an 
adult, be a free and personal decision. 
Bui they understand, too. ;h 2 t such 
decisions do not come out of thin air. 

All believers, including our young, 
need the support of communities of 
faith. This is ever more so today; soeiai 
attitudes towards religious faith are 
very different from forty years ago. 
Thts gives a particular point both 10 
ecumenical endeavour, to which we 


are committed, and to our educational 
effort. 

There is no contradiction between 
religion and academic exellcnce. Theo¬ 
logy should be taught to the same 
i»tte«ectoal level as other subjects, and 
with a priority in the timetable. At 
many schools’and especially in the 

ever-crowded GCSE years, it is aban¬ 
doned. 

Catholic schools must look to the 
highest academic standards: students 
need the best examination results they 
car. eel. In Catholic schools with a 
wide" ranee of ability, the ablest do 
brilliantly and others frequently do 
better than they ever imagined pos¬ 
sible. 

Yours etc. 

LEO CHAMBERLAIN. 

Headmaster. 

Ampiefonh College, York. 

December 30. 

From Mr R. H. A. Brodhurst 

Sir. I had the considerable privilege of 
teaching at Ampleforth from I9S5 to 
IW. As an Anglican my initiai pre¬ 
conceptions and doubts were swept 
aside by the faith of the whole com¬ 
munity" both Abbey and school. Their 
holistic approach is surely at the hean 
of all the best schools.' both main¬ 
tained and independent. Catholic and 
Anglican. 

Education‘which concentrates on 
exam-passing is no education. All 
schools should prepare their pupils for 
fife by giving them a firm foundation 
based on religious morality. To fail to 
do so is to fail to educate our charges. 

Yours sincerely. 

R. H. A. BRODHURST, 

The Mill. Stanford Dingley. 

Reading. Berkshire. 

December 30. 


The Prince’s trusts 

From Lord Mason of Barnsley 

Sir, There is no doubt that the Prince 
of Wales does not get the recognition 
he deserves for the outstanding work 
of his trusts ("With a little help from 
His Royal Highness" December 27). 

One of these, the Prince's Youth 
Business Trust (PYBT). takes young 
persons off the dole and launches 
them in their own businesses, helping 
them to fulfil their ambitions and 
support the local economy. 

"As chairman of the PYBT in South 
Yorkshire for the last ten years, l am 
folly aware of its value. This area has 
been ravaged by the closures of steel 
plants and pits, and there are many 
unemployed with bright business 
ideas who need help. 

My board of volunteers, meeting in 
Barnsley, Doncaster. Rotherham and 
Sheffield, launches about 14 new 
entrepreneurs from the dole queues 
each month, about 150 each year. After 


they have taken a business training 
course and prepared a business plan 
the board then considers financing 
their enterprise. Over the last ten 
years in South Yorkshire we have 
reduced the unemployment figures by 
about 1.200. as well as pumping over 
£2 million into the area. 

We are just one example among 37 
regions, all based on a vast volunteer 
army of board members and business 
advisors, one 10 every business we 
launch. Her Majesty’s Government 
and the banks give some financial 
assistance, but most of the money 
which keeps the PYBT in being is 
again raised by. volunteers. 

1 doubt if HRH ever realised at the 
inception of this scheme that after ten 
years over 6,000 men and women 
would be engaged in this marvellous 
enterprise of national endeavour to 
help our disadvantaged young people. 

Yours sincerely. 

MASON of BARNSLEY. 

House of Lords. 


Scots identity 

From Mr Ian Mitchell 

Sir. Your readers south of the Watford 
Ga p may feel you neglected one aspect 
of the "important truth about the 
stateless nation" in your leading art¬ 
icle of December 27. “Scots wha hae": 
namely the anti-English manner in 
which Scots are perceived to be "ex¬ 
pressing their identity with new confi¬ 
dence". 

There are many of us living north of 
the Border who, disillusioned by the 
boorish behaviour regularly dis¬ 
played by all sides at Westminster, 
share your view that the establish¬ 
ment of yet another such durus in 
Edinburgh would be an undesirable 
extravagance. 

We are. nevertheless, driven to 
more determined expression of our 
identity by a tendency that manifests 
itself widely in the south of England, 
and frequently in your own pages: the 
use of the terms "England" or 
"English" when what is meant is 
“Britain" and “British". 

I was bom in south-west Scotland of 
parents whose origins lie in Aberdeen¬ 
shire and Skye, and first set foot on 
English soil aL die age of 16 la visit to 
the Festival of Britain). 

1 am content to be British, but 
simply cannot be English. In my ex¬ 
perience. this is a "concept easily 
grasped by anyone I meet on the 
Continent, but beyond the under¬ 
standing of many English people. 

A little less ignorance and arro¬ 
gance in the deep South would take 
the edge off what is seen as aggression 
in the North. Provincialism is still pro¬ 
vincialism, even when it originates in 
and around foe capital dtv. 

Yours faithfully. 

IAN MITCHELL 
76 South Mains Road, 

Mflngavfe- Glasgow. 

December 31. 


Talking proper 

From Mrs Helen Evans 

Sir. It was interesting to read fit's 
good to talk — properly". Business. 
December 30) that BT, in a new initia¬ 
tive with MCI of America called 
“TalkWorks". is to spend tens of 
mfifions of pounds to tackle (he 
alleged inability of British people to 
hold proper conversations. 

May I suggest that if this initiative 
is to have any effect, h will need 10 be 
spearheaded' by someone who can 
talk properly — grammatically speak¬ 
ing — himself or herself. Bring in a 
television newsreader and engage a 
professor of English language as 
series adviser. And forget Bob Has¬ 
kins, the cockney actor who used to 
feature in foe BT advertisements. 

Let’s hope that Mr John Turner of 
TalkWorks was misquoted when he 
said: “By encouraging communica¬ 
tion we will grow the telecommunica¬ 
tions market", ff not, perhaps Talk- 
Works should replace him with a 
person who recognises that we grow 
roses but increase markets. 

Yours faithfully. 

HELEN EVANS. 

Burton Mill Lodge, 

Burt ret Mill. Pctworth. West Sussex. 


Dej& vu 

From Mr Eric Smith 

Sir. In his essay today on predictable 
journalism. Matthew Parris pru¬ 
dently forbore to mention his in¬ 
evitable articles describing — and. of 
course, paying for — his annua] 
holiday. 

Yours sincerely, 

ERIC SMITH', 

20 Sunni ngdale Road, 

Sahash, Cornwall. 

December 30. 


TWA plane. These have since been ex¬ 
posed as unsound by foe extxution, in 
Saudi Arabia, of those responsible for 
the bombing in Jeddah (all Saudi citi¬ 
zens), and foe growing belief foal a 
technical fault caused the TWA crash. 

The Times purports to deplore all 
acts of terrorism, bat does not criticise 
the terrorist members of an Iranian 
opposition group taking refuge in 
Europe, the MKO/NCR. This is in 
spite of the fact foal these terrorists 
openly admit, in their official news¬ 
papers, to foe killing of thousands of 
Iranian people, including 2S MPs, 
several Cabinet ministers, a prime 
minister, a president, and several 
high-ranking judges, such as the head 
of the Supreme Court. 


What is more, your Magazine IJune 
22; see also Mr Safaei ;S letter. Maga¬ 
zine, June 29) printed an interview 
with foe leader of this group, which 
has opened offices in various Euro¬ 
pean rities to raise funds to finance its 
terrorist activities, in and outside Iran. 

Yours faithfully, 

MOHAMMAD SAFAEI 
(Deputy Head of Mission), 

Embassy of foe Islamic Republic 
of Iran, 

16 Prince's Gate, SW7. 

December 16. 


Letters for publication may 
be faxed to 017F7S2 5046. 


Slang as origin of 
the gift of tongues 

From Mr Peter Siockill 

Sir. Jesse Jackson does a disservice to 
African Americans by condemning 
black American English or Ebonics 
(report. December 2-i), African Ameri¬ 
cans nave their own musical culture, 
from blues to rap. Now they can be 
seen as having their own language. 
They have enriched music and now 
they' are enriching language. 

Language is central to a people's 
notion" of "self-worth. The vociferous 
campaigning by members of the 
Welsh Language Society is an indica¬ 
tion of how language is perceived as a 
stepping-sTonc io nationhood. 

Why shouldnl African /ynerican 
slang be seen as an incipient new 
language? Perhaps "slanguage" is a 
necessary precursor ro a new lan¬ 
guage, just as Afrikaans originated as 
an informal version of Durch. Pidgin 
English and Creole are valid lan¬ 
guages in their own right, giving 
racial groups a sense of dignity. 

English is a hybrid language, 
drawing upon the cultures of people 
who have come to these islands. 
American English has been enriched 
by Spanish-speaking and Irish 
people, among many others. People 
from Africa settled in America, albeit 
unwillingly, long before foe waves of 
19th-century European immigration. 

Yours sincerely. 

PETER STOCKJLL 
t> Brunner House, 

Langridpe Crescent. 

Berwick Hills. Middlesbrough. 
December 27. 


Britain’s diverse faiths 

From Mr Anil Sa\jani 

Sir. Mr Karim Chowdhury (letter. De¬ 
cember 30) on the one hand suggests 
that tolerance means "respecting the 
rights of others to practise their ways" 
and on the other hand congratulates 
foe outrageous behaviour of a teacher 
who reduced children performing in a 
school carol concert to tears. 

What enrages me is the insistence of 
some Muslims to be “obstinate" in 
pursuing practices which are offen¬ 
sive to the majority of people in 
countries where they are in a minor¬ 
ity. Where they are in a majority, in 
countries sudi as Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan, the appalling intolerance 
and persecution of non-Muslim mi¬ 
norities by’ the State does not prompt 
criticism or invite pleas for respecting 
foe rights of others from foe likes of 
Mr Chowdhury. 

Con nasi this to foe tolerance shown 
by Hindus, both here and in India — a 
country which has bem over back¬ 
wards and even modified its constitu¬ 
tion ro accommodate the special reli¬ 
gious and legal requirements of foe 
Muslim tradition. 

Yours etc. 

anilsavjani. 

38 Moriey Crescent West, 

Stan more, Middlesex. 

December 30. 

From Mr R■ K. Holland 

Sir. Mr Chcrwdhuiy is 10 be congratu¬ 
lated on his proud, understated com¬ 
ments on "comaminarion" and "prac¬ 
tices of falsehood and lies" in defence 
of his faith. 

He has surely shown himself to be a 
true believer and can be seen to be 
upholding Islam's modern image in 
its regard for other Taiths and the 
world in general. God Bless Us. Every 
One! 

Yours sincerely’, 

R. K. HOLLAND, 

17 Hobart Road. 

Dewsbury, West Yorkshire. 

December 30. 


Yesterday’s men 

From Mr Robert Eller by 

Sir, Your leader Yesterday, "A hard 
day’s knight", credited Nowhere Man 
and Tomorrow Never Knows to Sir 
Paul McCartney. Both songs came 
from the pen of John Lrnnon, as Even 
Your Mother Should Know. 

All My Loving. 

ROBERT ELLERBY. 

27 Manor Road. 

Henley-on Thames, Oxfordshire. 
January 1. 


Mayan prediction 

From Dr Georges Ware 

Sir. My wife has just telephoned me to 
say that foe world is to end on 
December 23 in foe year 2012 
"How do you know?". 1 asked, 
“Hath God spoken?" “Not necessa¬ 
rily " she replied, “but it's in The 
Times today". 

Yours faithfully, 

GEORGES WARE. 

85 Cranbrook Road. Redland, Bristol. 
December 23. 


Fully furnished 

From MrJ. M. C. Clark-Maxell 

Sir. Let us hope that Mr Evelegh's 
confusion about mensa [letter. Janu¬ 
ary 1) is not widespread. How many 
old maids may have been disappoint¬ 
ed merely because, when asked to con¬ 
jugate, they declined? 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN C LARK-MAXWELL 
The Mead House. Church Road, 
Swallowfield, Berkshire. 

January 1. 
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NEWS 

The Princess Royal will attend 
the Thoroughbred Breeders' 
Association Annual Awards 
Dinner at the Churchill Inter¬ 
Continental. London Wl, on 
Tuesday. January 7. 

Birthdays today 

Mr David Bailey, photogra¬ 
pher. 59; Mr N.H. Baring, 
chairman. Commercial Union 
Assurance, 63; Sir Richard 
Baytiss, former Physician to 
the Queen. 80: Mr Leopold 
Brook, former chairman. Si¬ 
mon Engineering. 85: Mr 
Christopher Campbell, chair¬ 
man. British Shipbuilding. 61; 
the Duke of Devonshire, KG. 
77: Professor Sir Kingsley 
Dunham, FRS, geologist. 87; 
Mr Waiter Harrison, former 
MP. 76; Miss Hilary Heil- 
bron. QC. 4& Sir Michad 
Hirst, former MP, 51: Mr 
Doug McAvuy, trade unionist, 
58: Mr Piers Merchant. MP. 
46,- Sir Bruce Parrullo. gover¬ 
nor, Bank of Scotland. 59: Sir 
Charles Reece, former group 
research and technology direc¬ 
tor. IC1, 70; Mr Edmund de 
Rothschild, former chairman. 
N.M. Rothschild and Sons. SI: 
the Earl of St Germans. 5b; Air 
Marshal Sir Ernest Sidey. S4: 
Sir Keith Thomas. President. 
British Academy, 64: Sir 
Michael Tippett OM. CH, 
composer, 92; Dame Rachel 
Waterhouse, former chair¬ 
man, Consumers' Association. 
74: Sir Andrew Wood, diplo¬ 
mat. 57; the Right Rev Kenn¬ 
eth Woollcombe, former 
Bishop of Oxford. 73. 

Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Thomas Yalden. 
poet. Oxford. 1669: James 
Wolfe, general and conqueror 
of Quebec. Westerham. Kent. 
1727: Gilbert Murray, scholar. 
Sydney. New South Wales. 
1866: Count Folke Bemadottc. 
UN mediator, Stockholm. 
IS95: Isaac Asimov, science 
fiction writer, ftrtrovichi in the 
Smolensk district of Russia 
1920. 

DEATHS. Ovid, poet Tomi. 
on the Black Sea. AD17: 
Johann Kaspar Lavater. 
physiognomist and poet. Zu¬ 
rich, 1801; Sir George Biddeil 
Airy- Astronomer Royal 1836- 
81. Alnwick. Northumberland. 
1892: Friedrich Wilhelm IV. 
King of Prussia. 1861; Leon 
Philippe Teisserenc de Sort, 
meteorologist. Cannes. 1913; 
Sir Edward Tyler, anthropolo¬ 
gist, Wellington. Somerset 
1917; Eleanor'Rathbone. social 
reformer, London. 1946: Edna 
May. actress. 1948; Princess 
Alice Countess of Athlone. 
1981. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds became 
the first president of the Royal 
Academy, which opened this 
day. 1769. 

The Soviets launched Luna l, 
the first unmanned space 
rocket to pass dose to the 
Moon. 1959. 

Sixty six people were killed 
when a barrier collapsed at 
Ibrox Park football ground. 
Glasgow. 1971. 

Alan Beresford 
Cook 

A manorial service far Alan 
Beresford Cook. Surmasier of Si 
Paul's School 1952-64. will he held 
in the Chapel ai Si foul's School, 
Lonsdale Road. Barnes, at ft30pm 
on Thursday. January 16. 1997. 
Former pupils and colleagues are 
(tricorne. 


marriages 

Captain the Hon A.P. Pcry 
and Miss S.E. Wartnaby 
The engagement is announced 
between Captain Adrian Pery. The 
Light Dragoons, son of the Eari 
arw Countess of Limerick, of West 
Hoaihly. Sussex, and Suzanne, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Refer 
Wannaby, or Leek Wootion. 

Warwickshire 

Mr R-G. Ring 
a nd Miss CK. Brand 
The engagement is announced 
between Gordon, second son of Mr 
and Mrs Brian Ring, of 
Bloomsbury, and Charlotte, elder 
daughter of Mr Michael and the 
Hon Mrs Brand, of Little Venice. 
London. 

MrS.W.N. Fraser 
ami Miss H.K. Maephenon 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, son of Major and 
Mrs Peter Fraser, of Baughurst 
Hampshire, and Hannah, 
daughter of Mr Colin Macpher- 
soru'of Ashbury. Oxfordshire, and 
Mrs Mary Macpherson. of South 
Cemvy. Gloucestershire. 

Mr C.H. Lydiard-WDson 
and MissT.E. Lnmlcy-Frank 
The engagement is announced 
between Chrisiopher. elder son of 
Mr and Mrs J.H. Lydiard-Wilson, 
of HolkweJI. Nordiampionshire. 
and Tessa, rider daughter of Mr 
Anthony Lumley-Frank and Mrs 
Caroline Lumley-Frank, of 
London. 

Mr RA. Martin 
and Miss D.G.M. JarroJd 
The engagement is announced 
between Richard, son of the (ale 
Mr Dennis Martin and of Mrs 
Cherry' Martin, of Stapfegrove. 
Taunton, and Michelle, younger 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Richard 
Jamild. of Cringlefurd, Norwich. 

Mr C.P. Moore 
and Miss CP. Dolan 
The engagement is announced 
between Charles, son of Professor 
and Mrs Peter G. Moore, of 
Sevenooks. Kent and Christine; 
daughter of Mr and Mrs WiUiam 
K_ Dolan, of New Canaan. 
ConnectkuL 
Mr R.W. Palmer 
and Miss NJA. Kopanski 
The engagement is announced 
between Rupert youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Michael Palmer, of 
Welles bourne. Warwickshire, and 
Nicola, youngest daughter of 
Lieutenant Colonel and Mrs 
Tadzik Kopanski. erf Admington. 
Warwickshire. 

Mr D.H. SprMeB 
and Miss SJ. Ley-W&son 
The engagement is announced 
between David, son of Mr and 
Mrs Peter Spriddell. of Moor Park. 
Middlesex, and Sasha, daughter or 
Mr and Mrs Christopher Ley- 
Wflson. of East Grfnstead. West 
Sussex. 


Latest wills 

Maria Bdak of Radlett. Hert¬ 
fordshire. left £922,930 net 
Isabel Alderson. of Harro¬ 
gate; North Yorkshire, left 
£656.100 net. 

She left UJ500 to Yorkshire Cancer 
Research Campaign and to Cancer 
Relief MacMillan Fund. 

James Kay Harsh urgh. of 
Ilkiey. West Yorkshire left 
£916,877 net 

He left £5.000 to rhe RNli. 

William Stanier, of Lyme 
Green, Macclesfield. Chesh¬ 
ire. left £635,143. 







Bob Palmer with some of his water buffalo; demand for their milk and cheese has outstripped supply 


WATER buffalo descended from ani¬ 
mals that once roamed the plains of 
India are grazing English fields in a bold 
dairy fanning venture that has already 
created one prize-winning cheese (Mich¬ 
ael Hornsby writes). 

Bob Palmer and his wife Nicola began 
importing the cattle from Romania and 
Italy five years ago after buying a 114- 
acre farm at Idlicote in Warwickshire. 
They started with 12 animals and now 
have a herd of 130. 

Although the Palmers have sold some 
of their stock to other farm, theirs is still 
the only commercial water buffalo herd 
in Britain, with mi annual milk output of 


Buffalo roam on 
English fields 

over200.000 litres. The couple previous¬ 
ly kept Jersey cows on a smallholding 
but were hampered by the cost of having 
to lease milk quota. 

“The great attraction of buffalo is that 
they are not covered by the European 
Union's quota system." Mr Palmer said. 
"The only limits on how much milk you 
can produce are the capacity of your 
cows and the number of customers 


willing to buy it At the moment we 
cannot meet demand." Mr Palmer 
began by processing his own milk to 
produce mozzarella cheese, the main 
reason why buffalo are so prized in Italy. 
He has now contracted out cheese- 
making to two dairies. 

One of them makes yoghurt and 
mozzarella. The other has produced a 
hard cheese that woa a gold medal as the 
best new product of 1996 in the British 
Cheese Awards. "We are also exploring 
die market for buffalo meat" Mr Palmer 
said. “It is low in. cholesterol and 
saturated and no buffalo in the 
world has ever been affected by BSE." 


School boxing fights back from ropes 


By David Charter 

EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT 

A NEW year campaign to 
revive boxing in schools is 
seeking to recruit boys and 
girls aged right to 13. It aims 
to rescue the sport from termi¬ 
nal decline: 

The Kids Gloves Scheme 
wiU market boxing as a fun 
activity but the Schools Ama¬ 
teur Boxing Association’s four- 
year plan also aims to 
encourage pupils to take up 
the sport competitively. 

Sponsors are being sought 
to send schools a playground 
game which teaches basic 
boxing skills. It involves one 
child defending a small rirde 
against another trying to 


touch Ms shirt or cap. Boxing 
has virtually disappeared 
from schools in recent years. 
In the 1950s more than 51X000 
took part in national school- 
bay boxing championships 
compared with 1,500 in the 
1990s. But die campaign’s 
promoters believe John Ma¬ 
jor’s support for youth sport 
will help them. Ian Sproat the 
Sports Minister, has also spo¬ 
ken up for boxing. 

Promotional material for 
the campaign will market 
amateur boxing as a safe 
sport It will contrast the one 
death in recent years, of a 15- 
year-old in 1987, with "over 
400 fatalities” in the swim¬ 
ming pooL The proposals 
conclude: "Unquestionably, to 


force anyone into boxing 
would be wrong, but to take 
that opportunity away from 
any individual would be 
equally and morally wrong." 

However, the campaign will 
face determined o pp o si tion 
from the British Medial Asso¬ 
ciation. which wants a total 
ban on boxing. A spokeswom¬ 
an for the BMA said: "You 
would have to expect that this 
would be encouraging people 
to take up boxing as a contact 
sport We would be very 
worried about that This 
seems to be flying in the face of 
most people realising that 
boxing does cause brain 
damage.” 

However, the boxing au¬ 
thorities believe a mini-ver- 


Icy weather 


Edith Eileen Paotiin, of Copse 
Mead, Woodley, Reading, 
Berkshire, left E1J10.4S4 net 
Roy Charles Parish, of Soli¬ 
hull. West Midlands, left 
E625J539 net 

John Thome Scott of Upton 
Warren, nr Bromsgrove. Her¬ 
eford and Worcester, left 
£591,694 net. 

Eugenie Beatrice Kropacsy. of 
Lymington. Hampshire, left 
£828.703 net 


By Norman Hammond 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

CORRESPONDENT 

NEANDERTHAL Man died 
out in Europe because modem 
humans were more technical¬ 
ly and socially efficient ac¬ 
cording to a leading British 
scholar. Far from being extin¬ 
guished in bloody warfare. 
Neanderthals expired quietly, 
pushed to the economic mar¬ 
gins. and unable to resist 
drastic climatic changes. 

First appearing more titan a 
quarter of a million years ago. 
Homo sapiens neanderthal- 
ensis is thought to be the direct 
descendant of earlier homi- 
nids including Boxgrove Man. 
Named after an 1856 discovery 
in western Germany, the 
European Neanderthals de¬ 
veloped powerful bodies 
adapted to a cold dimale, and 
also stone tools made from 
flakes: whether they had fully 
human speech is still a matter 


of scholarly dispute. What is 
undisputed is that having 
survived successfully until less 
than 40.000 years ago. the 
Neanderthals died out within 
a few millennia. “Why did a 
whole population across an 
entire continent disappear?” 
asks Dr Paul Mellais. sug¬ 
gesting that a complex rela- 



Neanderthal man; unable 
to adapt to changing times 


tionsMp with new arrivals 
was the cause. 

Just prior to the Neander¬ 
thal decline. Homo sapiens 
sapiens, our own subspecies, 
first appeared in Europe and 
rapidly cotonised the entire 
continent as far west as Spain. 
Entering from the Near East 
around 43,000 years ago. the 
movement was complete by 
39,000 years ago. 

Neanderthafeis survived 
the influx, however, and then- 
stone tools at this period show 
the influence of technological 
innovations brought \yy the 
newcomers. The “Aurigna- 
dan" tool Jot of modem 
humans was based on long 
flint blades, which were then 
worked into many different 
cutting, scraping and piercing 
implements, and which were 
also used to make a wide 
range of bone, antler and 
wood tools and hunting 
weapons. 

The distribution of Aurigna- 


Replica Endeavour 
sets sail for berth 
in Cook exhibition 


By John Shaw 


don of boxing could become 
as successful as other chil¬ 
dren's versions of popular 
sports such as Mini-rugby, 
Kwik-cricket and Short- 
tennis. 

They have devised Tigjle- 
box, a game for eight to 12- 
year-olds, where one child 
stands in a small circle wear¬ 
ing a cap; with a larger circle 
marking a no-go area around 
him or her. 

The aim of the game is to 
"touch the defender on the 
traditional target areas, that 
is. the front of foe T-shirt or on 
the Tigglebox cap", according 
to the instructions. Points are 
awarded to the defender for 
every parry and the attacker 
for successful touches. 


A REPLICA of Captain James 
Cook's ship rhe- Endeavour is 
preparing for the final leg of 
an histone vqyage from Aus¬ 
tralia to Britain. 

The 397-tonne vessel is due 
to reach London an March 28 
after a IKday voyage from 
Fremantle, Western Australia. 
The vessel is at present in 
South Africa where the crew 
spent Christmas. She leaves. 
Capetown on January 13. 

The Endeavour wiU be foe 
centrepiece of an exhibition at 
the National Maritime Muse¬ 
um, Greenwich,..when she 
readies Britain. It will be 
devoted to Cook's first great 
voyage of exploration and 
discovery in the Padfic which 
began in August 1768 and 
lasted three years. 

His craft was a three-mast¬ 
ed collier buBt at Whitby, 
North Yorkshire, in 1765. Sol¬ 
idly c o nstr u cted, flat-bottomed ^ 
and with ample storage in the 
hull, foe was slow but sturdy 
and the ideal vessel for his 
expedition. The aim of the 
voyage was to observe the 
passage erf. Venus ova* foe disk 
of the San from Tahiti and 
then to search for a "Great 
Southern Continent” beyond 
Tahiti. 

Hie Endeavour was the first 
ship to determine longitude 
. accurate^ at sea, using recent¬ 
ly published nautical tables 
and lunar sights. She was also 
foe first ship to make such a 
king voyage without losing a 
man to scurvy. . 

Cook reached New Zealand 
in 1770. He charted the north 
and sooth islands completely 
before continuing west and 
sighting the coast of Australia. 
He anchored in Botany Bay! 
His charts are so accurate they 
can still be used today. 

It was the first of three 
voyages to foe Pacific which 
ended in his death when he 
was stabbed by natives on 
Hawaii in February 1779. 

The main differences be¬ 
tween the original vessel and 
the replica are in the timber 
and metal fittings and the use 
of man-made materials an the 
masts, rigging and the sails: 


dan sites documents the rapid 
expansion of modem humans. 
Dr Mellars said, but in south¬ 
western France ft is dear that 
Neanderthal groups contin¬ 
ued to^tist side by side with 
them for up to bJDOO years. 
This could have been due to 
low population densities, so 
that there was no immediate 
competition for resources, or 
to the targeting of different 
foo d sourc es: modem humans 
exploited reindeer herds 
heavily, while Neanderthals 
hunted a wide range of 
animals. 

A drastic climatic change 
around 35,000 years ago, with 
temperatures dropping up to 
8C over less than 100 years, 
reduced die Neanderthals’ re¬ 
sources and thrust them into 
direct competition with mod¬ 
em humans. 

Neanderthal society may 
have become fragme n ted. Eft 
Mellars believes: This gross 
disruption of economy and 


Instead of foe traditional elm. 
oak or spruce, tire hull is built 
mainly of jarrah. : a native 
Australian hardwood. But the 
vessel was built to the same 
specification as tire original, 
using {flans held at the 
museuot The Endeavour will 
be open to . the public from 
March 28 to April 13 before 
beginning a tour of 14 British 
ports and sailing on to France. 
Canada and the United States. 

Six young British sailors are 
an the ship. Anna Rothweil, J8, 
of Ilfracombe, Devon, Jeremy 
Channonu 21, of Fbole, Dorset, 
and Alison 0*NdH, 27, of 
Shrewsbury, sailed from Aus¬ 
tralia to South Africa. 

Karl Johnson. IS. from 
'Whitby, Cahtm Bennett, 23, 
from Edinburgh and Andrew 
Webb. 28. of Harwich. Essex 
are an the Capetown to 
London leg. They are among 
, sailors from several nations 
taking berths to support the 56 
professional crewmen han¬ 
dling the ship. People with 
sailing experience can accom¬ 
pany individual legs of the 
voyage round Britain by ap¬ 
plying direct to the museum. 




P*1 ^ 


Hie replica Endeavour 
TraDt to original plans 


society could have left small 
isolated populations, at much 
higher risk of local extinction 
from disease, resource failure 
and a diminished breeding 
group." 

At the same time, modern . 
humans would have had a 
much more efficient network 
of communication to facilitate 
survival, especially with their 
use of speech; even though 
Neanderthal burial rituals 
and tools point to a developed 
ability to transmit ideas, it is; 
doubtful if-they hadthe phys¬ 
iological ability to speak in tire 
same way. 

The sudden appearance .of 
cave ait in western Europe at 
sites with Aurignadan tools, 
with painted caves such as the 
recently-discovered Grotte 
Chauvet dating bade some 
30.000 years indicates a much - 
more complex symbolic sys¬ 
tem. Dr Meflara betieves. This 
In turn would make coopera- - 
tion of groups in pursuit of a 


common good, such.as large, 
herds of animals, easier. 

There d oes not seem to have 
been any interbreeding with 
modern humans: foe nation 
that our' ancestors out- 
competed foe Neanderthal 
males for women as well as 
food must be discarded. In¬ 
stead, Dr Mellars believes. 
. that foe Neanderthals were hit - 
by a ’Triple whammy" erf- 
deteriorating climate and re¬ 
sources, an expanding-and 
culturally more efficient immi¬ 
grant population of modern 
humans, and foe fragraeniar 
tion of their own society under 
the strain.. , 

“There was a vast change in 
a very short time," he said, 
"and modern humans had foe * 
' a b ili tie s 'to mate culture tri¬ 
umph over nature." Thrir tool 
kit was more flexible and 
effiq'ent as were their social 
interactions, and tiny. may 
even, have been better physi¬ 
cally adapted to the cold. 
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My 9001. poise Urn Laid. As 
tong «s I Use I 6hall poise 
lb* Lori; I shall sing psalms 
to ni God all ary life loan. 

BIRTHS 


rPIHEU. • See Bom. 

HOODLESS - On 29th 
December 1996 tn the Royal 
Free Hospital, to 
Christopher and Kba (ade 
Joseph) a daughter, a sister 
fox P i inc ase Amba. 

HUNT - On Christmas Ere, to 
Olivia (ate FenneU) and 
Martin, a daughter. 
Geo {-gemma (Georgia) 
Charlotte Olivia. 


DEATHS 


BARTON - Nancy PendrUL 
Peacefully tn Newbury an 
29th December 1996. Mach 
loved mother and 
grandma (her. Private 
cremation. Thanksgiving 
Service at All Saints Church. 
Nort h Cant. Cast Yorkshire 
at 230 pm on Friday 17th 
January 1997. Family 
nomas only. 

BEATTIE - On 27 th December 
1996 at Alexander Court 
Sorting Home, Sheffield, 
attar a Lang Dimas, De. Hay 
Hamilton Beattie, mneb 
loved mile of the late 
Profes s o r CP. Beattie of the 
University of Sheffield. 
Funeral on Tuesday 14th 
January at 3.30 pm at 
Hatcllffe Wood 

Crematorium. Sheffield. No 
flowers by requast. All 
enquiries to Wood Fractal 
Service let CO lid) 2661244. 

BOBKW - Malcolm Georgs on 
28th December 1996. 

the late Hedge Bendon, 




of Ottvia, T. 
great-grandfather of Harry. 
Funeral Service at Putney 
Vale Cemetery, Kingston 
Bond, SWlSma Monday 6th 
January 1997 at 12J5 pm. 
Family flowers only but 
donations may be ymSr <o 
The Boynl Manwtew Hospital 
Charity. London. All 
enquiries to IS. Kenyon tefc 
€012T» 937-07E7. 


DEATHS 


COSTELLO - Gabriel Joseph 
Inigo (London Howth and 
(hhnyl on DnsMba 24th 
1996, peacefully at bis 
London home. Ready loved 
younger son of Banorla 
(Non]) and the late Liam 
Mac Goisdcala, Newcastle 
Galway. Deeply r egetted by 
Vivien and bis daughters 
Aha and Enter, hh mo th er 
non I, sister iomar and 

brother flTIl Tl ml Maofllnfa. 
slster-ln-law Gappy, 
nep h ew * Dcrmot, Kail, Lam 
and Justin, relatives and 
friend* Memorial S ervice at 
St Mary's Church. Barnes, 
London. SW23 at 230 pm on 
6th lannary 1997. House 
prime. Special Hass at The 
Abbey, Calviy on 11th 
January at 12 noon. 


GATES - On 27th December 
Pauline Florence, with JeSus. 
Beloved wife of the bn Paul 
Gates and noth loved 
mother of Barney, Bridget. 
DasiailB, Robert, Angela and 
Cherry- Funeral Service at 
Ledbury Baptist Church, 
Ledbury, on Monday 6th 
January 1997 at 12 noon. 
Family flowers only. 
Donations U desired to 
CAKE, 63 Romney Street, 
London SW3P 3 BP. Bnqniriu 
to Hawcuit Funeral 
Directors. Ledbury, tek 
(01531) 632084. 


LAWmCE - BonaJd Gem of 
Norwich on December 20th. 
Husband of Beryl, father of 
Barclay and ti ttu^in h e of 
GeiL Funeral took place 
December 27th In Nacwich. 
Donations, if dofllnd, to 
Ahbetmer's Pf es ase Society 
do G-W- Gooch. F/D. 
Kimberley Street. Norwich 
NB2 2Bf- 


TICKETS FOR SALE FOR SALE 


FLATSHARE 


LEGAL NOTICES 


MARSH - Edna (trie Murphy) 
aged 62, In the Oncology 
Department at the City 
Hospital, Nottingham. 
Beloved wife of BUI, dearly 
loved mother of Susan. 
Jeffrey. Richar d and J ill; 

at Holly Lodge School. 
Liverpool; Deputy Bead of 
the Braadgaie School, 


23 id hi Malden. Essex. After 
a lung is««w at The 

Geographical Magaxlae 
1967-198L Married to Molly 
for 40 very happy years, : 
until her death three years 
ago. Mach loved father of j 
Jeremy, Ticta. Metre. Joanna, 
Belinda and very special ; 
g randfa t he r. Funeral at An ' 
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Xrri cme- «K A MuLlWlne « t Cm- 
; nee limited (the -OmpamO 
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Blackbame House, 

Liverpool. Enquiries to 
William Roberts, Funeral 
ntiecuus. Telephone 01949- 
842401. 


TAB-Oa 27 th December 1996 
fa the Cromwell Hospital, 
Lee Men IAy Tan aged 70, 
daughter of uw late B o oy 
Chin Tan. Fo nrtal on 4th 
January 1997 at 11 am at 
West ChapcL Golden Green 
Crematorium. Family 
nowars cutty. Donations if 
desired to Imperial Cancer 
Beiee i c fa Fund, PO Box 123, 
Linc ol n's Ian Bekb, London 
WCZA SMC. 


Monday 6Ur January at 
12JO pa. Flowers or 
to The MS Society 
c/o A-G- Smith Funeral 
Service, 7 Spiral Road. 
Maldon. tefc (01621) 
854293. 
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LCAJISE - L Gerald. - 

Remembering this his rOR RAT P 
birthday. My beloved. 16 WK&aLB 
years on. in my been tame 


SERVICES 


home on 29th December, r*-- , iiig r^r^^-n 

much loved husband of oissa 715909 
Sense Oieartoa at Putney ————-— 

▼ale Crematorium on —*—***** 

wanted 

Donations if desired to - -r r — ■■ - : 

Shelter or the Kathaml Ann 

Collect Ion Fund. All Mate ctMTs, in 
enmdrios to Ashton husnl rs—n to pttc* 

Services of 140 Alesandru aaS3Sfi3BSBJg 

nrc i9€Ob Clothes, 

SW19 7JY (0181-946 1051), ram. pevefanetfe 


LBM8 - John Koel Claude, on 
December 22nd 1996. 
Deafly loved husband of 
Grtseida. FeacefaUy In 
Ipswich Hospital 2 day* 
after his 84 lb birthday. So 
funeral by hb own raqimeL 


WALKS! - Ob December 21st 
1996 peacefully after a | 
short illness SUIroe Love 
aged 67. much lowed mUa at 
the fate James Dl and mother 
of Sarah. Donald and Both. 
Funeral Service Monday 
January 6th 130 pm at Holy 
innocents Church, 
Kingsbury, London. Family 
flowers only but duMdat 
fa x the Bins Cross may be 
earn to Animal Hocjrftal, 1 
Hugh Street. Victoria. 
London SW1V 1QQ. 
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Have an uplifting 
New Year. 
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Cambridge Water PLC 
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GENERAL SFR IAN RICHES 


General Sir Ian Ricbcs. 

kcrdscx^ 

- CommandanT General ' 
Royal Marines, 1959-62. 
died on Decembers 

aged 88. He was born on 7 

September 27,1908. 

I an Riches was awarded. 
his DSO-for his contribu¬ 
tion to attacks against the 
left flank of Marshal 
Kesselnng's defences south of 
the Pd Valley during the final 
phase of the Second World 
War in Italy. 

In the winter of 194+45 

Riches's fo rma non 43 COETI- 
mando, Royal Marines, had 
just come front harassing the 
30,000 men of the German 
XXI. Mountain Corps among 
the freezing highlands of Yu¬ 
goslavia. When a British pres¬ 
ence ceased to be welcome to 
Tito'S Communist partisans, 
43 Commando Was ejected 
and subsequently redeployed 
to the wet and bleak marshes 
around Lake Conxrnachio near * 
the Italian coast just north of 
Ravenna. With other com¬ 
mando units,' Riches and his 
mm fought a tetter and. diffi¬ 
cult battle throughout April 2 
and 3, 1945, with little natural 
cover to help their advances 
across minefields towards 
well-prepared German pos¬ 
itions. 

In this action, far his desper¬ 
ate courage in single-handedly 
storming German machine- 
gun positions, the Royal Ma¬ 
rines' tenth Victoria Cross was': 
posthumously awarded to Col-' 
onel Thomas Hunter of 43 
Commando, the only Marine 
VC of the Second World "War.'.. 
The oty'ective of drawing Kes- 
selring's reserves away from a 
thrust elsewhere .was.- 
achieved. , 

Ian Hurry Riches-was conn- 
missioned into the Royal Ma- • 
lines in 1927. After tr aining he 
joined the battleship Queen 
Elizabeth, flagship of die 
Mediterranean fleet, .where 
smart guards of honbur and 
crisp ceremoruatdiaracterised 
the daily routines 1 
In 1935. haring specialised 
in signals, he was signals 
officer of the ’ mbbOe naval 
base' deployed to Alexandria 
during the Abyssinian crisis... 
At this time he alsbquaiffied . 



as an interpreter m-Fteoch 
and Spanish. 

By me. outbreak of the war. 
Riches had been promoted to 
captain and had been selected 
for the junior .war staff course. 
at Camberley staff college. On 
completion, he was. appointed 
brigade majeir of die newly 
formed I0l Royal Marines 
Brigade which in September 
1940 wto.; involved,.in the 
abortive;' attepjpt vy gain a 
West African. foothold for de 
Qaulie at Dakar.. 

’• Having graduated from the 
senior ...staff', course' at 
Camberky, Riches - served 
from. .1942 -in' a Series of ; - 


headquarters appointments 
with ffie Royal Marine Divi¬ 
sion and at me Admiralty until 
late 1944, when he was dis- 
patched to take corninand of 
43 Ccrmrnandomthe Balkans. 
. After the war he command¬ 
ed the Signal School and then 
42 Commando based at Mal¬ 
ta. On April 28, 1948, four 
hours after the order to move, 
his-ponunando was on its wtty 
to Haifa in Palatine to assist 
in ffte evacuation of troops 
during the closing stages of the 
British Mandate. 

Hus was the month of the 
infamous masssacre of Arabs 
•to:the village of Dir Yassin. 


Terrorism by the Irgun group, 
including attacks on British 
traces and police, was now 
adding to the well-judged pol¬ 
itical pressure on Britain exer¬ 
cised worldwide but 
particularly in America ■— 
leading to the acceleration of a 
messy and dangerous with¬ 
drawal process . 42 Comman¬ 
do ended up as part of the 
Middle East strategic reserve 
to the Canal Zone. 

After a short spell in Malta, 
Riches and 42 Commando 
were sent to Hong Kong in the 
local defence and internal 
security retie. Relieved in 1950, 
he was employed in increas¬ 


ingly significant operational 
and staff posts, including com¬ 
mand of 3 Commando Bri¬ 
gade in the Canal Zone and 
Malta, until promoted major- 
general in charge uf Ports¬ 
mouth Group Royal Marines 
in 1957: 

In February 1959 he was 
promoted lieutenant-general 
and appointed Commandant 
General Royal Marines. At the 
Suez invasion of 195b. helicop¬ 
ter-borne assaults aver the 
beach had been used for the 
first rime, and with great 
success. This operational con¬ 
cept was further developed 
during Riches’s lime as Com¬ 
mandant General. The light 
fleet carriers Bulwark and 
Albion were convened and 
dedicated to die Commando 
role and much of the argu¬ 
ment revolved around how - to 
maintain a Commando's 
physical fitness and military 
efficiency when embarked and 
deployed abroad. 

Riches was adamant thax 
there should be provision for 
permanent shore-based ac¬ 
commodation and training ar¬ 
eas and that two Commandos 
should be available to be 
rotated through the operation¬ 
al and training cycle. His 
representations bore fruit 
when 40 Commando and the 
Brigade HQ were moved to 
Singapore to be available to be 
embarked in whichever air¬ 
craft carrier was deployed 
East of Suez. In July 1Q6I. 
when Iraq [setting the pattern 
for the future) made its first 
move against Kuwait, the 
threat of aggression saw the 
Bulwark with 42 Commando 
and 16 Whirlwind helicopters 
spearheading the British de¬ 
terrent forces in exactly the 
manner envisaged by Riches 
and his staff. 

Ian Riches was noted for his 
probity, generosity and kind¬ 
ness. Appointed KCB in I960, 
he was promoted general to 
1961 and retired in 1962 to 
retirement Riches was a re¬ 
gional director of civil defence 
and representative colonel 
commandant of the Royal 
Marines until 1968. 

He is survived by his wife 
Winifred, daughter of Admiral 
Sir Geoffrey Layton, and by 
their two sons. 


LORD GREY OF CODNOR 


Charles CornwaJJ-Legh, 
CBE. 5th Baron Grey of 
Cod nor, died on 

Decem ber 23 aged 93. He 

was born on February 10. 

1903. 

THE circumstances attending 
the arrival seven years ago of 
Lord Grey of Cotinor in the 
House of Lords must nave left 
even those ir. :he Labour Party 
who wish to undermine the 
hereditary element feeling 
that the Half had r.ul been told 
them. For it was achieved by 
means :ha: would ha\e to be 
considered quaint and eccen¬ 
tric even by the occasionally 
haphazard ways, of the Upper 
House. In 19*9 Charles Corn¬ 
wall-Leeh took his place on the 
red benches as the successor to 
the 4:h Baron, a nephew of 
one of his ancestresses, who 
had died in !4%. at which 
time the barony had drifted 
into abeyance. 

Charles Lesh Shu Warn 
Corn wall- Leg h was the son of 
Charies ComwaH-Lesh. who 
died in :934. His father was 
6th ir. descant from the 16th 
and last Baron of Burford (so 
styled, though he never re¬ 
ceived a summons iu Parlia¬ 
ment. tits i6th Baron being 
hintse.'f ib:h ir. descent from 
Richard. King of the Romans. 
Earl of Cornwall and Pro¬ 
vence. and Count of Poitou). 
His mother was Geraldine 
Shuldham. the daughter of an 
.Army officer. 

In his early days he was 
educated a: Kino's School. 
Bruton, ana Hertford College. 
Oxford. He served as a flight 
lieutenant in the Auxiliary' Air 
Force and the RAF and was a 
recipient of the Air Efficiency 
Award. Otherwise he occu¬ 
pied himself wiih county af¬ 
fairs in Knursford. Cheshire, 
where he was a landowner 
and farmer. 

On paper this looked im¬ 
pressive: he was High Sheriff 
of Cheshire in 1939. and 
served as a JP from 1938 to 
1974. He was a Deputy Lieu¬ 
tenant from 1949. a county 
councillor. J949-77. He was 
chairman of the new Cheshire 
County Goundl. 1974-76, and 
of ihe Cheshire Police Author¬ 
ity, 1957-74. He was appointed 
OBE to 1971 and advanced to 
CBE in 1977. 



The reality of the situation 
was, however, rather differ¬ 
ent. His home. High Legh 
Hall, with 100 acres of land, 
was compulsorily purchased 
by the Army ai the beginning 
of the war. though by a deft 
clause he inserted, he was able 
to repurchase it — at the same 
price. £2LUXX) — in 1962. An 
earnest genealogist, his life¬ 
long ambition was to pursue 
his father's quest to prove his 
right la the ancient barony uf 
Grey of Cfldmv. In order to 
pay the bills of the College of 
Arms over a number of years, 
he sold land for housing, and 
dabbled to a number of busi¬ 
nesses with questionable 
success. 

His lather made the first 
claim in 192b. just before new 
rules were introduced to curb 
such claims. In future any 
claimant who was not a child 
of the last holder of the title 
had to represent at least "one 
third of the dignity" and the 
beginning of the abeyance had 
to date from within 100 years. 
The Greys of Codnor bad been 
in abeyance since 14%. and 
Comwall-Legh’s father was 
one of 12 co-heirs. Neverthe¬ 
less. in 1928 the barony was 
declared to be an ancient 
barony in fee in abeyance, and 


Cornwall-Lesh one of the co¬ 
heirs. 

Following his father's death. 
Charles Coraw all-Legh pre¬ 
sented further petitions and 
undertook the custly genea¬ 
logical research into the lines 
uf the other co-heirs, until he 
eventually proved his right in 
J9S9. 

The Greys were an ancient 
family, their first proven an¬ 
cestor being Henry de Grey, 
seated at the Manor of Thur¬ 
rock in 1199. The Greys of 
Gxinor descended from his 
second son Richard, whose 
grandson. Henry de Grey of 
Codnor. was summoned to 
Parliament in 1299. Six gener¬ 
ations later the barony fell into 
abeyance, and being inherit¬ 
able through the female line, 
was vested'in his three aunts. 
Elizabeth. Lady Zouche. Elea¬ 
nor Newport and Lucy Lady 
LenrhaU. It was front Lucy 
iwho left two daughters) that 
the 5th Lord Grey of Codnor 
descended. 

He married in 1930 Dorothy 
Whitson Scon Iwho died in 
1993) and they had one son. 
Richard, a county man like his 
father and a former member 
of the British ski team, who 
succeeds to the barony, and 
two daughters. 


JACK PERRY 



■ - Jadi Perry, pioneer of 
- British-Catinese trade, • 

,• died onDecemher 12 
aged 81. He was born on. 

: _ March 31 , 1915 . 

JACK PERRY belonged to that 
-generation of East End Jews 
whose, entrepreneurial drive 
has contributed much to Brit¬ 
ain^ econ omy- He was bam 
and .broughtrup in the East- 
End of London at. a-time of 
struggle and political strife. 
He was in-Cable Street when 
Oswald Mosleys Wackshirts' 
were faced down by the local . 
community., arid His politics 
always reflected the .left-wing 


influences of his youth. 

He was a chronic asthmatic 
from childhood, and his 31- 
health denied him both a 
regular education and war¬ 
time service, like many East 
Enriers, he entered the rag 
trade, and that, would have 
probably remained his life¬ 
time calling but for an interest 
in East-West trade which led 
him to attend the Moscow 
Economic Conference in 1952 

There 'he established espe¬ 
cially good links with the 
Chinese delegation. For the 
next 40 years he devoted his 
life to improving trade and 
political and cultural links 
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with China. He helped to 
found, the 48 Group for com¬ 
panies trading with China and 
he launched his own com¬ 
pany, London Export, to pro¬ 
mote that same endeavour. 

He made more titan seventy 
visits to China and was instru¬ 
mental in helping the Chinese 
Government to build new 
relationships with organ¬ 
isations across Western 
Europe. When the first trade 
offices of the Chinese authori¬ 
ties opened in Berlin, Perry 
made weekly visits there to 
exchange views and report 
developments to the Chinese 
oorrunereial staff and to assist 
their efforts to create links 
with Western European com¬ 
panies. . 

In 1954 the conference to end 
the war in IndoChina and 
bring peace and independence 
to a united Vietnam was held 
in Geneva, to which Premier 
Chou En-lai led the Chinese 
delegation. In the conference's 
early stages. Perry was re¬ 
quested by the Chinese delega¬ 
tion to be present in order to 
assist to the negotiations then 
taking place for opening up 
trade relations between Brit¬ 
ain and China. 

At the end of the conference. 
diplomatic relations between 
Britain and China were re¬ 
sumed. Legations were 
opened to both capitals and 
the first Chinese trade mission 
from the People's Republic 
arrived to Britain in 1954. 
PerTy was involved to assist- 
tog tire delegation during iis 
visit. 

In 1933 he made a visit to 
China together with the repre¬ 
sentatives of 15 companies 
who together formed an infor¬ 
mal British delegation. They 
signed a trade arrangement 
worth £30 million, which en¬ 
couraged other Western dele¬ 
gations to follow suit. It was 
this visit which Jed to the 
formation in 1954 of the 48 
Group of British Traders with 
China. Pfcny became its vice- 
chairman. 

In 1986 Ferry was honoured 
by toe University of Interna¬ 
tional Business and Econom¬ 
ics in Picking. becoming a 
visiting professor there and 
subsequently spending long 
periods lecturing Chinese stu¬ 
dents. , . 

He was also a fine bridge 
player, frequently playing 
with the British international 
Ralph Swimer, with whom he 
maintained friendly relations 
through shared tailoring con¬ 
nections from fteir youth. On 
a number of occasions he took 
bridge teams to China for 
exhibition matches. 

Jack Perry was married to 
Doris Shaer, generally known 
as Kate, for 46 years. She died 
to 1985. ’He is survived by 
three sons and two daughters. 


MURIEL MONKHOUSE 


Murid Monkhousc. 
OBE. Red Cross worker 
and ballet lover, died on 
December 4 aged 86. She 
was born on February 22, 
1910. 

IN HER own quiet way, 
Muriel Monkhouse led a dou¬ 
ble life in the worlds of ballet 
and humanitarian service. By 
day she was an invaluable 
officer of the British Red Cross 
Society; the evenings might 
well find her cooking supper 
for the likes of Margot Fon¬ 
teyn or Rudolf Nureyev. She 
went under two names, tore 
haling her first baptismal 
name of Leonora, she used 
only her second one, Muriel, 
for official purposes, but pre¬ 
ferred the nickname Tiny, by 
which she was always known 
in the dance world. 

Ballet came first into her 
life. She had neither the phy¬ 
sique nor the co-ordination to 
become a professional dancer, 
but her love of The art was 
such that she faithfully took 
class for many years. Bom in 
Hampstead, she was ten when 
her father's work as an actu¬ 
ary took the family to Cape 
Town, and it was in Helen 
Webb's ballet rnidio there 
during the mid-1930s that she 
met the dancer Maude Lloyd, 
a South African who had 
temporarily returned after 
moving to London and becom¬ 
ing a leading member of Ballet 
Rambert. 

Much of an age and with 
similar tastes, the wo women 
became friends. On moving 
bade to London. Tiny took 
dass at the Rambtn School 
and with the choreographer 
Antony Tudor; the latter, a 
good friend but an exigent 
taskmaster, trusted her know¬ 


ledge enough to let her stand 
in occasionally for him as a 
teacher. When Maude Lloyd 
married the writer Nigel Gos¬ 
ling. she was a bridesmaid 
and became godmother to 
their son Nicholas. 

to June 1940. as the German 
army marched on Paris. Gos¬ 
ling volunteered for work with 
the new foreign relations de¬ 
partment of the Red Cross and 
St John War Organisation. On 
his first day he found so many 
inquiries waiting from refu¬ 
gees separated from their fam¬ 
ilies tliai he went home at 
lunchtimeand enlisted Muriel 
Monkhouse’s help because 
she could type and speak 
French. Thirty thousand in¬ 
quiries arrived in the first 
three months atone. Thus 
began a task that lasted more 
than five decades. 

Throughout the war she 
worked m the French depart¬ 


ment, later dealing with Hun¬ 
garian. Yugoslav and Austri¬ 
an families too. During the 
Blitz, with no rime for her to 
get home to Hampstead in the 
evening before the bombing 
began, the Goslings, living in 
Kensington, invited her to 
move in with them, and she 
remained there ever after, 
becoming “like family”. In 
1949 she took over running the 
Red Cross Tracing Depart¬ 
ment, where her sensitivity, 
patience and skill in inquiries 
reunited many thousands of 
families separated by war. 

Besides an immense corres¬ 
pondence, she visited the Red 
Cross societies in Russia, Po¬ 
land, Czechoslovakia. 
Germany. France and The 
Netherlands; Jaier conflicts 
and disasters extended her 
work to Biafra, Pakistan, 
Cyprus and the Lebanon. 
When the number of inquiries 
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began to lessen Irhere are still 
2,000 a year), she started a 
campaign to find former refu¬ 
gees whose experience had left 
them too alarmed to seek the 
help they needed. 

Her devotion to her work 
was recognised in 1977 by her 
appointment as OBE: charac¬ 
teristically. she insisted on 
regarding this as a tribute to 
the department rather than to 
her personally. However, she 
could not similarly shrug off 
two further distinctions. In 
1979, when she officially re¬ 
tired (although she continued 
to work voluntarily for two 
days a week), she was given 
the Society's Badge of Honour 
for Distinguished Service and 
honorary life membership. 
Even more notably, in 1994 an 
annual Muriel Monkhouse 
Award was instituted, award¬ 
ed Hi mark the exceptional 
personal and professional 
qualities of a volunteer in the 
welfare service nf any UK Red 
Cross branch. 

In spite of her heavy profes¬ 
sional load, Muriel Monk- 
house remained intimately 
involved with haliet and art: 
attending performances and 
helping to entertain the guests 
who visited or stayed at the 
Goslings' home, where paint¬ 
ers. writers, directors, chore¬ 
ographers and dancers from 
England and abroad were 
constantly coming and going, 
and where Rudolf Nureyev 
had his London quarters in 
the basement. Her reticent 
manner would haw made her 
almost unnoticeable had she 
not spent so much care on 
ensuring both ihe comfort and 
the feeding of all who came. 

She did nor marry, but she 
never lacked for a true family 
life. 


TRAPPED AND STARVED 

TALE OF RUSSIAN DISASTER 
How at least J5.000 Russian troop* were 
trapped near Lake Kianta. heW there for 10 
days, and then practical!* annihilated as a 
fighting force by Finnish forces inferior in 
number and equipment is described by a 
special correspondent of British United Press 
at Rovaniemj. 

The terrain near the westernmost of the two 
northern arms of Lake Kianta forms a natural 
trap into Which two Russian regiments 
blundered early in December. In normal 
weather they mighr have fought their tray free, 
but the Finns, helped by the intense cokl and 
snow, managed to encircle them and cut off 
[heir supplies. 

Day after day the Finns made no move tu do 
anything but hold them there. Day by day the 
bitter cold from which there was no shelter 
and the dwindling food supplies brought the 
Russians' resistance lower and lower. The cold 
froze their finger tips until they could scarcely 
puD a trigger. 

After 10 days the Finns attacked. For three 
days the Russians held out. but on the fourth 
all* was over and thousands of Russians lay 
dead. Of those alive, many were hardly strong 
enough to stand. 

According io military reconstructions of the 
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By attacking Finland early in the Second 
World War ihe Russians got u great deal more 
than they bargained for. The vrar was short¬ 
lived but the heroic resistance put up by the 
Finns revealed serious deficiencies in the 
Soviet fighting .forces. 

Campaign which led up io the disaster, two 
regimetiLv with a total uf about S.OOO men. 
reached Lake Kianta- A third regiment which 
tried to skin the lake in the south was defeated 
at Siwmussalmi early in December. 

The fourth regiment was apparently kept in 
reserve berown Lake Kianta and the frontier. 
These an? rhe troops which, with stragglers 
who managed to escape from Lake Ktanta. 
were reported yesterday to be retreating 
towards the border in the vicinity of 
Juniusranta, on the northernmost comer of 
the lake, pursued by the Finns, who are said to 
have crossed the border -at one point. 


A violent attack by the Russian forces in the 
Taipale sector oi the Karelian JdhmuS cm 
Sunday was repulsed, after intensive artillery 
fire, states the Finnish communique last night 
(quoted bv British United Press). North of 
Suumussalmi, where the Russians suffered a 
heavy defeat two days ago, Finnish troops are 
still in pursuit. A Russian attack in the 
direction of llomanrsi. north of Lake Ladoga, 
has also been repulsed. 

The communique alleges that the Russian 
aircraft dropped iwu bombs on the River 
Pasyig. inside Norwegian territory, on Sun- 
day. At Jea9 22 persons arc believed to have 
been killed in air raids in south and central 
Finland on Sunday and six Russian machines 
arc believed m haw been brought down. 

Turku (Abol was bom ted yesterday, it is 
stated, but no details are known. A message 
from Svanvik on the Norwegian border states 
ihit! rumours that the pon nf Petsamo had 
been recaptured by the Finns are regarded 
there as in the highest degree improbable. 
Several Russian tanks and armuured-cars 
arrived at Salmijarvi from the north yesterday 
and proceeded southwards, in an orderly 
fashion. 

The Finnish Legation in London slated 
yesterday that no confirmation had been 
received of Ihe recapture of Petsamo, 










THE TIMES TODAY 


THURSDAY JANUARY 21997 


NEWS • • • 

Market shooting fails to halt talks 

■ Talks on the future of Hebron reopened last night despite an 
attack by an Israeli soldier in which he wounded six Arabs in 
an attempted New Year's Day massacre. He had wanted to 
stop the town’s transfer to Palestinian self rule. 

The shooting in Hebron’s open air Arab market came as 
Israeli troops were preparing to withdraw from four fifths of 
the town.Pages 1,13 

Jobs for the Labour girls 

■ The changing face of new Labour has been highlighted by a 

comprehensive analysis predicting that one in four Labour 
MPs after the next election will be women. If Tony Blair wins 
office he will be supported by a Parliamentary Labour Party 
that is also dominated by MPs who are former councillors, 
journalists and party officials - Pages L 2 


Cold payments 

One million more cold weather 
payments io elderly and needy 
people will be triggered by the 
end of the week, the Government 
announced.Page 1 

Parents’ footsteps 

Oxbridge colleges are coming 
under increasing pressure to 
admit the children of former stu¬ 
dents. some of whom expect a 
university place for their 
offpsring in return for much- 
necdcd donations Page 2 

Party axe attack 

A teenager was struck on the 
head with an axe by gatecrashers 
who forced their way into a New 
Year's Eve party at a friend’s 
house on a naval housing estate 
in Cosham. Hampshire.—Page 3 

Wedding day bomb 

A newly married couple refused 
to allow die IRA to ruin their 
wedding reception when terror¬ 
ists abandoned a bomb in the 
grounds of Belfast Castle on New 
Year’s Eve- -Page 3 

Missing girl clue 

The parents of a teenager who left 
home a year ago are convinced 
that a videotape proves that their 
daughter is alive-Page 4 

Seaside thrills 

Competition to create the ulti¬ 
mate rollercoaster intensified 
with a £15 million plan to build 
Europe's longest ride at the Lin¬ 
colnshire seaside-Page 5 


Archers recovered 

Hundreds of episodes of The Ar¬ 
chers. thought to have been lost 
forever, have been unearthed as 
far afield as Tokyo, Kentucky and 
Pontypool-Page 6 

Looted treasures 

London has emerged as a centre 
of an illegal trade in archaeologi¬ 
cal treasures looted from Iraq. 
Items smuggled to the West in¬ 
clude art from ancient 
Mesopotamia-Page 7 

Presidential veto 

Few changes have been awaited 
with more anticipation in Wash¬ 
ington than the new veto power 
given to the President —Page 10 

De Klerk attack 

President Mandela’s Govern¬ 
ment is losing its grip, and the 
people of South Africa are head¬ 
ing for a huge disappointment, 
said F. W. de Klerk, the former 
President.Page II 

Frontier secret 

Archaeologists are trying to un¬ 
ravel the secrets of Europe's great 
defensive structure, the Long 
Wall in Thrace built by the Em¬ 
peror Anastasius during die sixth 
century AD__ Page 12 

Shelley museum 

Mary Shelley, whose life in Italy 
has been overshadowed by the 
enduring fame of Percy Bysshe 
Shelley, her husband, is to be 
commemorated in a new muse¬ 
um at Lend.—.Page 13 


Woman lived 45 years with broken neck 

■ A woman who discovered she had been living with a broken 
neck for 45 years has been told by doctors that a sudden jolt 
could have killed her at any time. Joy Connor, 56, will have an 
operation to mend the break which happened when she fell 
from a barn at 11. Doctors were amazed when an x-ray revealed 
damage to the peg on which the skull sits. Page 1 










Swans were left high and dry yesterday when the Thames froze over at Pangbourne, Berkshire, for the first time in many years. Page 1 
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Lost windfalls: Some savers with 
the Halifax building sodety could 
lose out on share bonuses worth 
£1,000 when the sodety becomes a 
bank because of administrative 
errors... -Page 40 

Tougher times: The next govern¬ 
ment is likely to be farced to raise 
tax and interest rates, says an eco¬ 
nomic think-tank.Page 40 

Hard work: Fraudsters come in all 
shapes and sizes but they have one 
thing in common — a phobia about 
taking holidays in case their mis¬ 
deeds come to light.-Page 37 

Rich pay-backs: In our continuing 
look at the new breed of self-made 
millionaires, Frank le Due meets 
the growing band of businessmen 
who risked their homes in manage¬ 
ment buy-outs.. Page 3S 
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Cricket England suffered a hu¬ 
miliating defeat on a faster scoring 
rate in the second one-day interna¬ 
tional against Zimbabwe- Page 21 

Football: Liverpool, die FA Carling 
Premiership leaders, lost ground 
when they were beaten 1-0 by Chel¬ 
sea at Stamford Bridge— Page 22 
Tennis: Tim Henman opened a 
critical year by securing a place in 
the quarter-finals of the Qatar 
Open in Dubai. He beat Tamer El 
Sawy, of Egypt, 6-3 6-2 —Page 25 

Weather The undersoil heating at 
Cardiff Arms Park, was unable to 
cope, leading to the late cancella¬ 
tion of the tour match between the 
United States and Emerging Wales 
The all-weather race meeting at 
Southwell was the only one to 
survive_Pages 2S. 27 



Movie magic: Geoff Brown reviews 
tire week’s cinema releases and 
gives the prize to the Australian 
film. Shine _ Page 29 

Rock on: For armchair film fens 
the best video release of the week is 
The Rock, an all-action show in 
which Sean Connery and Nicolas 
Cage try to save a besieged 
Alcatraz.-Page 30 

Civilised pleasure: On Day Four of 
If These Walk Could Speak, Mich¬ 
ael Henderson picks the Frick art 
collection in New York— Page 31 
Boyz will be boys: To end their 
year. Boyzone filled Dublin's show- 
ground with screaming girls and 
treated them to a slavishly re¬ 
hearsed sequence of dance routines 
in which the music was largely 
incidental__Page 31 


IN THE TIMES 

■ FEATURES 
Robert Lindsay on 
his latest project 
Goodbye My Love, 

a drama-documentary 
about euthanasia .* 

■ POP 

Times writers predict 
the top faces and 
sounds for 1997 


Preview: The camera follows a car¬ 
ibou .calf as it treks 6,000 miles 
across Canada. Incredible Jour 
neys (BBC2, 8pm). Review: Peter 
Barnard on a sumptuous adapta¬ 
tion of George Eliot-Page 39 
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Winter warnings: Dr Thomas Stut- 
taford on the dangers of diving into 
icy waters; the symptoms of colds 
and flu; risks of Irving with birds 
and why elderly women may feint 

under foedryer-.Page M 

Great-uncle Dracuftr. In the cente¬ 
nary year of Draada's publication, 
Daniel Farson reflects on the 
strange relationship btfween Bram 
Stoker and the actor-manager Sir 

Henry Irving-Page 15 

Hot stuff: Haw Kathryn Knight set 
her world on fire the night she went 
on a Mind date_Page 15 


Universal appeal: John Gribbon. 
reviews Before the Beginning, the 
Astr o nomer Royal'S exploration of 
the infinite; Ian McIntyre assesses 
foe surprisingly diverse appeal of 
Ibsen_Pages 32.33 


Hum sweet home: The number of 
holidays Britons take at home is 
expected to increase with a growth 
in “soft adventure’’-Page 28 
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North Korea’s actions suggest thai 
the regime may indeed be nervous¬ 
ly seeking to enter the community 
of dvflised nations. The agreement 
to meet jointly with Washington 
and Seoul seems to support the 
Administration’s hopes that careful 
diplomacy could encourage peace - 
— The New York Times 


A shot at peace 

Friedman’S attempt to abort foe 
Hebron deal by violence may have 
the opposite effect, spurring foe two 
sides to a final effort It is a remind¬ 
er to Mr Netanyahu of foe forces he 
has to control-Page 17 

Tinman and Marshall 

Fifty years ago there was an obvi¬ 
ous threat that permitted Truman 
and Marshall to reconstruct Amer¬ 
ican foreign policy. The need for 
intelligent, principled leadership is 
no less pressing_Page 17 

Brought to book 

If a book cannot be stuffed in a 
pocket or left beside a bed, it can 
hardly daim to be readable; how¬ 
ever limpid its prose-Page 17 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

The last three years of John Ma¬ 
jor’s premiership have seen a per¬ 
iod of economic recovery, better 
control of expenditure and a Cabi¬ 
net shift on Europe. If one judges 
him as Prime Minister on his per¬ 
formance after January 11994. his 
record undeniably looks much 
better_ a -Page 16 

MAGNUS UNKLATER 

As one of foe exhausted judges who 
took part in a three-month reading 
marathon to choose the Whitbread 
Biography of the Year, I can testify 
to one thing: there is no such tiling 

as a short biography-Page 16 

PAULBEW 

Why should David Trimble's nine 
Ulster Unionist MPs not make 
common cause with Labour in foe 
lobbies? It is not likely to happen. 
There are still, despite everything, 
warm ties between Tories and Ul¬ 
ster Unionists -Page 16 
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General Sir lan Riches, Royal 
Marines; Lord Grey of Codnor. 
Jack Perry, trade pioneer: Murid 
Monkhouse, ballet teacher Page 19 


Right to sficnoe; moral excellence in 
Catholic schools: slang: Prince’S 
trusts; feifo in Britain; millennium; 
The Times and Iran - Page 17 



THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,366 



ACROSS 

I Butcher animal and bird in 
America (8). 

5 Prior to remain, with warning (6). 

8 Dead linguist? (10). 

9 Piece of verse William Brown has 
by heart (4). 

10 Vchide for a wide range of views 
(113). 

11 Provide skeleton at university, 
and make improper charge (5-2). 

13 Sore pafch of skin a hindrance for 
ornamental headdress (7). 

15 Get blade mark after taking a dip 
here? (7). 

18 Sicilian, say. executed for defama¬ 
tion (7). 

21 Change of fife-style for Alt Souls, 
say? (14). 

Solution to Poole No 20365 
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Latest Road and Weather conditions 
UK Weather- AH regions 0330444 910 
UK Roads - AD regions 0330 401410 
WdeMlS 0330 401 740 

M2S and Lb* Road* 0330 401 747 

NmondMaorwap 0330401 748 

ComhmalBnpt 0330401910 

Channel crossing 0330401388 

Mcrortoj to Headbtn* 

& Gnmfc afe-pora 0330 407 505 

Weather by Fax dltiKSSa 

Obl 0330 fe Bu n ed ty iiaa iwrabw li Pin iw faa 
WfcsGouny 410334 Scotland 410 340 

VIMet 410335 Ntrsbfld 410341 

Mxtenb 410 330 London 410 342 

EsrAmfa 414337 MmondSandfcn 
MWk 410 330 vsteiher 

4*4 339 ^ 410397 

Metfas Mar i n e 


410341 
410 342 


World City Weather 

153 d es ti n ations world wide 
0 dnrfefBCVt 

by Ptionadbl 0330 411210 

by Fax (index page) 0330 410333 


Uatoriag 

Europe Country by Country 
European M com 
French Motorways 
Seaport Wot uutjui 
Disneyland farts 
LeStetde 


0330 401 885 
0330 401 880 
0330 401 887 
0336 401 882 
0336 401 409 
0330 401 895 


AA\ Car reports by fax 


22 Move slowly towards centre of 
church (4). 

23 Conform to the rules, as those 
who serve do? (33,4). 

24 In a state, no end flushed (6). 

25 Sort of boy said to be in trousers 
&)■ 

DOWN 

1 Set the ball rolling (43). 

2 One who lakes excessive interest 
in. say. single nurse (43). 

3 Merit severe treatment under 
deputy head (7V 

4 Clinch half-open sort of knife (7). 

5 Promise bringing change for both 
later? (9). 

b Justifiable arrest made by police¬ 
woman? (43). 

7 Pity about martyr (accepted saint) 
0). 

12 Total not checked (9). 

14 People here were relieved to hear 
woman's story (9). 

16 Absence of bird on lake is not 
significant (7). 

17 Spectator's greeting heard (7). 

18 Unethical lawyer, more wary 
when framing a good person (7). 

19 I’ve reformed in desire to succeed 

(V- 

20 Lists polluted resorts (7). 

Times Two Crossword, page 40 


now and uled ear reports ftea 
theAA menu at 195 art 0330 410 399 
DqI from tout fat Inndsre. 
you nay h»e n> it* to pod recent mode 


Cdb are teamed at 45p par mrajes drop rate. 
SOp per noun a *3 ode- ifcnev 

l HVB^tESf SLOWEST 

Yaserdav Highest dxy temp: Soutpon. Mersey- 
aoe. *C (3SF1; tonest On max: High tfyoorabe. 
BudgnrtwnStee. 3C (27F); Wghes* nH8 
Jersey. 038**. highest sunsfanK Tree. Inner 
Hebrdas. 6 Ihr 
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SUPPORT HECYOJNQ 
Recyctod paper rrs*i; up 
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□ General: England and Wales 
will be mainly dry, with some sunny 
spells and perhaps a few snow 
showers in eastern and southern 
England. Northern England will be 
cloudier with sleet or snow at times, 
tt wiO be very cold again. 

Scotland and Northern Ireland 
will be cloudy with outbreaks of 
rain, sleet or snow; it may turn more 
showery later in northern Scotland. 
It wiU still be quite cold. 

□ London, S E England, E 
Anglia, Central S England, 
Channel Ides, S W England: 

cloudy at times, some bright spells 
but also scattered snow showers. 
Wind northeasterly, mostly mod¬ 
erate. Very cold, Max OC (32F). 

□ E Midlands, W Midlands, S 
Wales: mainly dry, some bright or 
sunny intervals. Wind northeasterly, 
mostly tight. Very cold. Max OC 
(32F). 

□ E England, N Wales, N W 


England, Lake District, Isle of 
Man, Central N E ng lan d, N E 
England: mostly cloudy, some 
showery rain, sleet or snow. Wind 
mainly northeasterly, light Cold. 
Max 1C-2C (34F- 36F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & 
Dundee, Aberdeen, S W Scot¬ 
land, Glasgow, Central High¬ 
lands, Argyll, N Ireland: rather 
cloudy with rain, sleet and snow at 
times, the snow mainly on hiBs 
later. Wind north or northeast, light 
to moderate. Cold, Max 2C-3C 
(36F-37F). 

□ Moray Firth, N E Scotland, N 
W Scotland, Orkney, Shetland: 

Rain, steet and snow clearing to 
leave bright spells and showers. 
Wind mainly northeasterly, mod¬ 
erate or fresh. Rather cold. Max 4C 
(39F). 

□ Outlook for tomorrow and 
Saturday: steet and snow in north 
at first, and later in east. Cold. 
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We were just not up to it/ Lloyd laments after Zimbabwe secure victory in series 

One-day shambles shames England 


From Simon Wilde m Harare . . 


HARARE (England won toss): 
Zimbabwe beat England by 
five runs on revised target 

A NEW year, but the same old 
eodHip. England were on top 
in this match for seven of its 
eight hours but, as so often is 
the case, when the hour that 
really mattered came around, 
they were found hopelessly 
wanting. In feet their perfor¬ 
mance in the final hour, 
during which they needed just 
74 runs from the last 14 overs, 
with seven wickets standing, 
to win this second one-day 
Internationa] was spineless 
even by comparison with 
some of their other recent 
disasters. 

What made this capitulation 
ail the more painful was the 
fact that this was England’s 
chance to show that they are 
indeed superior to Zunbafcwe, 
over whom they claimed a 
moral victory in the recent 
drawn Test series, ft was then: 
chance to “murder” them. But 
there was only one team 
murdered yesterday and it 
was not Zimbabwe but Eng-, 
land, and they were done to 
death by their awn hand. . 

It was embarrassing to 
watch and is embarrassing to; 
contemplate. Some of therms- : 
takes England made as they 
pursued a revtsed target of 185 
in 42 overs was so base that it 


John Woodcock _ 
Australia humbled 


beggars belief that these are 
players who are supposed to 
know the limited overs game 
inside out Their team selec¬ 
tion was wrong, their shot 
selection was wrong, their 
playing mathematics were 
wrong. 

No less hurtful are the facts 
surrounding the result It 
means that England are toe 
first team to lose a limited 
overs series to Zimbabwe (svho 
are new 2-0 up in toe three- 
match series); that they have 
lost four times in five one-day 
matches to the “weakest” Test 
nation in the world; and that 
they have lost the last II one- 
day internationals they have 
played against Test nations 
away from home. 

Needless to say, the late 
change in fortunes met with 
the raucous delight of a capac¬ 
ity holiday crowd at toe 
Harare Sports Club who had 
been subdued for most of the 
afternoon as first Stewart, 
with 41 from 37 balls, and then 
Crawtey, with 73 from 109. put 
England in the driving seat 
But the crowd’s enthusiasm 
ensured that Zimbabwe never 
quite gave up. As David Lloyd, , 
toe England coach, conceded: 
“Their players were commit¬ 
ted and up for the game ... 
more up for it than ours. The 
game was therefor the taking 
but we were just not up Id if” 

England paid* heavy price 
for leaving out a sixth bats¬ 


man to accoramodale a second 
- all-rounder. As was always 
going to be the case, this left 
them with a surfeit of bowlers 
and, as it happened. Gough, 
who took four tor 43. MuUally 
and Croft bowled well enough 
that Zimbabwe were dis¬ 
missed made their SO overs 
foc200. although it could have 
been a lot less. At one point 
Zimbabwe were 38 for four, 
toe ~ casualties * including 
Campbell and Houston. 

It was then that Zimbabwe 
first showed their combative 
nature. Andy Flower scored 63 
from 114 balls and Streak a 
streaky 43 not out Atherton, 
the England captain, later 
paid tributeto the resourceful¬ 
ness of these “bits and pieces 
: cricketers*. 

If only England had players 
worthy ofbemg damned with 
such faint praise. Without 
Thorpe in toe side; Irani came 
in at Nofr and White at No 7 
and af a delicate stage of toe 
game they woe unable to 
work tbe ball around in the 
way Thorpe might have done. 
Nor were England helped by 
toe rash approach taken ny 
knight who started toe in¬ 
nings by tying tb hit every- 
. thing ami thrwhimseKoff his 
' feet* to the ball from -Brandes 
that had him caught in the 
.covers, -' r . 

Stewart and Crawley batted 
beautifully, timing the hall 
wefl and finding toe gaps 
between Zimbabwe’s razor- 
.'jharp fielders. This pair put 
on 66 in ten., overs for toe 
second wicket and although 
Whittall removed Stewart and 
Hussain. Crawley and Ather¬ 
ton kept the sane moving 
steadily. 

Atherton himself identified 
as one of the turning points of 
the match his own dismissal, 
which left England 137 for four 
and needing 48 runs from the 
last eight overs. He pulled' a 
ball from Strang, wbo was in 
die early stages of an out¬ 
standing spell of bowling, to 
deep mid on. 

It was brave captaincy to 
bowt a leg spinner at this 
crucial stage of the game but 
Strang did not let Campbell. 
down. He proved so hard to 
get away that when England 
were looking to some at six 
runs an over his. last three 
overs cost two, three and four 
runs respectively. In frustra¬ 
tion first Crawley and then 
Irani were faialty'drawn into 
going down toe pitch to him 
and being stumped. 

By the time Irani was out 
the situation had already be¬ 
came desperate for England. 
From the last two w»s 19 
were still needed and White 
was England's only teal hope 
of getting them, but be was 
promptly adjudged leg before 
to Streak though toe bail 
looked to be going down the 
teg ride. The task bf scoring 16 
from toe last over, from 
Rennie, proved comfortably 
beyond Croft and Gough. 

England's innings was re- 
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England’s desperation is evident as Irani is stranj»dL Atherton haid earlier been dismayed to be caught 


duced by right overs because 
of a shower that began after 
Zimbabwe had finished bat¬ 
ting. Under a new system of 
calculating revised targets. 
'England were set a stiffer task 
than previous sides batting 
second would have faced, 
though this only seems right 
as balling second in such 
circumstances used virtually 
to guarantee victory. 

The consequence was. 
though, that while England's 
innings was reduced by eight 
overs their target dropped by 
only 15 runs and the impres¬ 
sion it gave many onlookers 
was that they were being hard 
done by. Indeed, on average 
they actually scored their runs 
faster than Zimbabwe so, al¬ 
though this was in some ways 
a famfliar tale of failure, at 
least they have begun the year 
by . finding a new way of 
losing. 


. ■/. 

on the boundary, the moment which be; 


l_ • t 

began the slide towards defeat 


SCOREBOARD FROM HARARE 


England »on boss 

ZIMBABWE 

GWRwrercHussambGough „ 4 
(l&nin, 10 balls. 1 tout) 

A C WaSer b MutaSy...0 

(4nvn.SbaBs) 

■ADR Campbell c Stewart 

b Gougti... 14 

t37rrtn. 17 bate. 2 tours) 

D L Hougtton c Croft b Mirfafty . .5 
(limn, 9 bate. 1 lots) 
fA Rower c Stewart b MuSafly . .. 63 
(173mm, 114 bate 4 lours) 

C N sons few b Craft . ... 32 

[64min, SO taste, 4 tours) 

G JWhteaD run «4 (Hussam) ... 14 

(3ltnin, 26 bate 1 so) 

P A Strang c AShedvv b Croft . . 1 

(Sow. 6 bafts) 

H H Streak not out . 43 

fBimir, 53 bate 4 lours) 

E A Brandes c Atherton b Gough 0 
(2mm. 2 tafc) 

J A Renrae b Gough--- ... 0 

[2mm. 3 bate) 

Extras (is 11, w 10, nb 3).-. 24 

Total (4&S oven. 208mln) .. . 200 

fall or wickets.- i-2(GWRt»woi. 
2-14 (Campbell 7). 3-26 (Campbaft 9). 
4-38 (A Flower 7). $-9? (A Fkww 20t. 
6-125 (A Flower 34). 7-126 [A Bower 
34). 8-200 (Streak 43). 9-200 (Sneak 43). 


BOWUNG: MuCaBy 9-1-29-3 iw 2; 3 
tons. 60-15-2. 21-6-0. 2-0-9-11 
Gough 86-1-43-4 (w 4: 5 lajrs 5-1- 
n-a 341-22-0. 05-00-2), savannod 
6-0-30-0 (nb 3. w 4; 3 lours' one 
speJQ.WMe 10-1-394/3 lours. 7-122- 
0. 3-0-17-0); Croft 10-2-33-2 (2 tours' 
one spefl): Irani 60-15-0 (> sac cm 
Spel) 

Scots after 15 ovsra: 66-4 


N V Kmgrt c Houghton b Brandes 0 
(10mm. 10 bate 

tA J Stewart c A Ftowerb Whittall 41 
<51 min. 37 bafts. 6 fouis) 

J P Crawfey St A Bovver b Strang 73 
(i40mn, 109 balls. 1 su. A louts) 

N Hussain tow bWhiOaB . . 7 

(44nw>. 18 bats) 

•M A Atherton c WtrttaS b Strang 25 
(38nwi. 39 bate. 1 ioitf) 

R C Irani ss A Bower b Strang . .. 5 
[24mm. 19 bate) 

C White few b Streak .4 

i 17mn. 6 bate) 

I Croft not out . IQ 

(15rnn. 12 bate. 1 lourj 
D Gough not out .. .2 

(6mm. 2 bate) 

Ejttra3(b2,to5.w5) 12 


C E Vi &r#erA^MC anc a D MdCafty c&d 
nerba: 

FALL OF V/ICKETS' 1-1 (Siewart 0). 
2-67 Ciz.'&ri 23). 3-95 (C/awtey 42). 
s-'.i? ;Zts *:e,- S8|. 5-167 iiar.i 4». 
6-165 Vihee 4). 7-t6i* tCioit J) 

BOWLING: Brandes 6-2-25-1 <? so. 2 
tours on* spe TI Rertnle 60-260 ‘yi ' 

« toJTS. C-2-ie-O. 1-u-BCi. Streak 60- 
41-1 -ft Z 2 tojfs. 60-260 30-161). 
WhitteU 60-30-2 w 1 2 tours ore- 
spe-i Evans 2-0-60 r.t i cne spell)- 
Strang 9-0-24-3 to»= tfnUt. G W 
Hewer 4-0-23-C >2 toms c «a sp*>D) 

Score afiar 15 overs: 7;-2 
ZrAabivt: /.-on or> sronnr; 'sie [Englarid 
sa: 185 -jns. ctl <2 e«i* ati« 45 
mmutes *ec to ra-m 
Match awards: P A Strang and J P 
OfA-.e.' li'udicroT 3 A Grtpewi 
Umpires : G Evans anc I D Fjafcnroori 
Reserve umpne: R 5 tinm 
Belerw: HanL-narc Stngh i.-ndia) 
Cne-day senes beta*;: firs! mter- 
naacnal: iriab« by f*o r.ic»jeis 

;15. E'jtowarr:.) Thtra inter- 
najronsi::emtorrue .Harare) 


How do you feel 
about your 
phone bill? 


Total (7 tvkts. 42 overs. 1 75 /twt) . 179 | O C?*%3 tx 5t’ Frrvjai: 


Latest debacle strengthens reformers’ hand 



F our years ago, in die 
Australian country 
town of Albmy, 1 saw 
England, as favourites for the 
World Cop, unthinkably beat¬ 
en by Zimbabwe: There were 
about 5,000 in attendance for 
this initial International be-, 
tween the countries and ft was 
one of those sporting occa¬ 
sions flat provoke a 
proprietorial “I was titert* 
reaction from ew ______ 

nyooe present aD 

of whom are per- c ToU 

fectiy certain that 

its like will not be ulSU 

seen again. 

.We aB know U5 

better now and - — 

the commemora¬ 
tive scorecard has lost its 
novelty value. Zi m ba b we may 
still have trouble winning 
against any of cricket's other 
leading players, but it appears 
that they etui beat England for 
a pastime. Their victmy 
yesterdaywas their fourth m 
fircone-day games and. of the 
many emotions that the result. 


produced around British fire¬ 
sides. sbodi will surety* have 
rated pretty low. 


Tour has 
dismayed 
us all’ 


Deration, the fadings that 
followers of England on tonr 

have come to know too wdl as 
one disfiforionment has fol¬ 
lowed another — bat nobody 
can serroosty be shocked. 

The time for shock would 
be when, orprob- 
ably it England 
. Ln C performed over- 

seas with the con- 
9 Vpd sistently high 

quality of which 
,11* they, and theu: 

111 loyalty ltm^suf- 

* • faring supporters, 

still believe themselves capa¬ 
ble. The sad truth is toat 
England travel no better than 
those notorious homfrbfrds, 
India.Thke them away frt»n 
their own territoiy and they 
are a poor side, especially m 
finutedovers cricket, 
perhaps ft might now be 

cathartic if one or two of those 


Alan Lee, watching from afar, identifies 
frailties in temperament and technique 
contributing to growing litany of failure 


most dosety involved admit¬ 
ted as much and began to 
address the business of reed- 
tying the matter without the 
additional handicap of a pub¬ 
lic befieving them other blind 
or oomplacenL For the best 
thing that can be said about 
this latest tour is that it stfil 
has two months to run in 
search of an improvement 
Best to own up to the fart that, 
thus far. it has been an 
undignified dismay to us aH 
It can be misguided and 
gratuitously offensive to criti¬ 
cise a touring team from a far- 
off armchair, for even the 
foreshortening virtues of the 
television cameras cannot 
dose the distance in holes 
and. consequently, under¬ 
standing of conditions. Many 
is the time that I have been 


overseas as England strug¬ 
gled against unkind adversity 
and sympathised with the 
players' resentment of the 
uninformed outrage from 
home, the ludicrous cries of 
“drop the tot of them". 
Yesterday, though, it was 
not essential to be m Harare 
to recognise why England 
lost. Their eleventh successive 
overseas one-day defeat 
against Test rations, was a 
famfliar tale. There was slop- 
piness, articulated by the un¬ 
acceptable number of wides 
and nohalis; a frailty of 
temppament technique and 
intelligence in a run-chase 
that these players would re¬ 
gard as undemanding on a 
Sunday afternoon; and a tacti¬ 
cal approach that lacked clar¬ 
ity and assertiveness. 


It was like watching a their < 
ghoulish rerun of one of dous 
England’s defeats in the last sheer 
World Cup, nine months ago. breed 
The players have changed the rn 
since then, probably too anythi 
much, and there is a new man five- F 
installed as coach; but noth- the mi 
ing has been learnt no dis- intern, 
cemible advances made. more 

There is a common fallacy than a 
expressed about England and Tim 

oreday cricket __ 

The suggestion is 

that if ought to be ‘Nrihodv 
strong in this J 

country because call be 
so much of if is 

played. Quite the shocked’ 
opposite is true ——1-— ^^ 
and Sir fan Mae- 

Laurin. the watching chair- must 
man of the England and ever, fl 
Wales Cricket Board (ECBk contin 
should need no further rein- gerof 
forcement of his views that the Zimba 
county game needs an urgent in the 
revamp- table c 

England's cricketers battle consol 
through about 25 limited- yestert 
overs games a summer for thaL 


their counties and learn pre¬ 
cious little from them. Their 
sheer volume and monotony 
breed an air of wing through 
the motions and discourage 
anything dynamic or inven¬ 
tive- Hence, when ft comes (o 
the more pressurised one-da)' 
international, it is approached 
more with a sense of duty 
than a sense of occasion. 

Tim Lamh, the ECB chief 
_ executive accom¬ 
panying his chair- 
nriv man in Harare. 

J knows that re 

[}P form is essential. 

but. depressingty. 
CpA* says that nothing 

^ is likely before 

2000. Something 
must be done sooner, how¬ 
ever, for. if the present trends 
continue, England are in dan¬ 
ger of utter humiliation. Only 
Zimbabwe were below them 
in the une-day international 
table of 19%: England can be 
consoled only that the match 
yesterday did not count in 
thaL 
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Robertson continues to be disruptive neighbour 


Hibernian.0 

Heart of Midlothian .4 


By Kevin McCarra 


HOW odd it is that an entire 
football dub can be persecuted 
by one small footballer. John 
Robertson, who injured his 
back and had to be replaced at 
the interval, did the full mea¬ 
sure of damage in a reduced 
appearance, opening the scor¬ 
ing with the 25th goal against 
Hibernian of his career. This 
would eventually be a caper 
for Heart of Midlothian and it 
was Robertson who paved the 
way for that rout. 

Hibernian had actually 
been the more enterprising 
team until the forward's nim¬ 
ble finish, in the 32nd minute, 
and having found themselves 
running out of luck they were 
soon to be short of a player. 
Miiien committed two 
weighty' fouls on Hamilton in 


the First half and was booked 
for each of them, so earning a 
dismissal after 3S minutes. 

Jim Duffy. who was ap¬ 
pointed manager of Hiberni¬ 
an on Monday, may have 
been kept awake by exaspera¬ 
tion. After an hour. Ian Cam¬ 
eron should have brought the 
scores level at 1-1 but. follow¬ 
ing an exchange of passes with 
Wright, he attempted to loft 
his finish and struck the bar. 

Hearts, nonetheless, proved 
themselves the better balanced 
side. Even in the early pan of 
the match, when they were 
rarely able to attack, defend¬ 
ers such as Ritchie stifled 
opponents with an authority 
Hibernian could never equal. 
The experienced McPherson 
returned as part of a three 
centre-back formation that en¬ 
sured Hearts could wait calm¬ 
ly for their opportunities. 

’ As early as the tenth minute, 
there had. all the same, been a 
hint of the incisiveness which 


would later cut so severely into 
Hibernian’s self-respect. 
Hamilton, a former player of 
Duffy’s at Dundee who would 
go on to score twice on his 
debut in an Edinburgh derby, 
had headed wide from a cross 
by Murie. another man facing 
Hibernian for the first minute. 


When Murie again pulled 
the ball back, in the 32nd 
minute, he was rewarded with 
a craftsman's finish by Robert¬ 
son. The forward was tum¬ 
bling as he struck a hooked 
shon but it soil ran true into 
the comer of the neL Hiberni¬ 
an, shorn of dynamism once 


McGinlay, who had struck the 
post earlier in the afternoon, 
had to be dragged back from 
midfield to fill Miilen's pos¬ 
ition. then found themselves 
providing target practice 
for the rest of the Hearts 
players. 

After b2 minutes, Hamilton 


forced Colin Cameron's cross 
home at ihe near post and 
Hearts grew increasingly ac¬ 
complished at finding the net. 
Leighton, die Hibernian goal¬ 
keeper. provided inadvertent 
assistance, attempting to clear 
and only kicking the bail 
against Hamilton. McCann 


was then left to stroke a shot 
from 25 yards into the unat¬ 
tended goal. 

Three minutes from the end. 
Hamilton showed panache to 
round off the scoring, lashing 
a drive past Leighton at the 
near post after Cameron hnd 
shrewdly picked him out Jim 


Jefferies, the Hearts manager, 
noted that his team could have 
claimed seven goals, but he 
was also full of gentlemanly 
acknowledgement of Hiberni¬ 
an’s slight superiority before 
the interval. 

The Easter Road supporters 
may find kindness from an an 
enemy hard to tolerate. By the 
closing stages of this game, 
despondency had fermented 
into bitterness and some could 
be heard complaining about 
Duffy, even though the man¬ 
ager has not been in his post 
long enough either to hinder 
Hibernian or help them. 

He has, though, had suffi¬ 
cient time to discover how 
hard his new job win be. 

HIBERNIAN (4-4-Zi J L&gttun — VI M2*r. 
G Hunter. A WtoY G Lews — K Harper 
I mo R iMiuns a2.TTC’. P MolnUy. B 
■SramisuO C JacAson. 7<9. ICarraon — O 
Jackson, h Wnghi ,*a> G Donate. 74) 
HEART OF WDLOTWAN (3-5-2) G 
Roussel — PWw C McPfers^n. P F4crr« 
— D Mure. C Carman. <3 Mao.ay S 
Fulton. G Naysmsfc — J ferjEun. J 
RbDertsor (aud N fA^jrr. «j. 

Referee: K Dark- 


Nine plus nine will add up to sheer delight for Rangers 


LIKE the chorus in a pop song, there 
is a maddening phrase that Scottish 
football cannot get out of its head 
(Kevin McCarra writes). This evening, 
at Ibrox. it will be doubled. Should 
Rangers make it nine in a row. they 
are likely to win nine in a row. If 
Walter Smith’s side stretch to nine 
their unbeaten run against Celtic they 
will almost certainly go on to claim a 
ninth successive championship. 

Old Firm managers tend to look 
glumly upon the extravagant claims 
made for this Fixture but. this year, it is 
far more difficult to deny the signifi¬ 
cance. “People have said the results of 


these matches will decide the title,” 
Smith observed. “We have won the 
first two and if we could win again it 
would give us a psychological edge.” 

There would be tangible benefits, 
too, in the 14-point lead that victory 
would confer, with Celtic’s two games 
in hand offering only feeble compen¬ 
sation. “This is probably going to be 
the most important match against 
Celtic that we wfl] face this season.” 
Smith acknowledged. His team are 
swept into h with the impetus of 
fitness and form. Only Gordon Durie 
and Stuart McCall are injured and a 
settled side has been producing its best 


form of the season. Rangers’s great 
rivals have been far more mercurial 
and even in the 4-2 defeat of Dunferm¬ 
line Athletic on Saturday, the goals 
conceded may have been more note¬ 
worthy than those that were scored. At 
Ibrox tonight. Celtic need greater 
efficiency and patience. 

“We can’t go in there like crazed 
Indians,” Tommy Burns, their man¬ 
ager said “The most important thing 
in Old Firm games, as in life; is 
composure. We have been caught out 
against Rangers by pushing up too far 
when we’ve been trying to get a goal 
back. We must learn from that." 


Celtic have always found it difficult 
to be defensive, but they are Likely to 
strengthen their midfield on this 
occasion and leave Pierre van 
Hooijdonk, the forward, as a substi¬ 
tute. Bums, however, has only been 
able to set out a broad strategy, since 
doubts remain over the availability of 
Andreas Thom, Jackie McNamara 
and Peter Grant 

Whatever the composition of the 
team, however, the players will recog¬ 
nise that they face their last chance to 
prevent Rangers from matching Celt¬ 
ic's record of nine consecutive champi¬ 
onships. 


FOOTBALL: LIVERPOOL'S SLACKNESS ALLOWS ITALIAN TO EMPHASISE RETURN TO FORM WITH DECISIVE GOAL 

Di Matteo drives Chelsea forward 


Le Saux guides 
Blackburn to 


Chelsea.1 

Liverpool-0 

By Brian Gianyille 


ASKED whether he thought 
Chelsea could win the FA 
Carling Premiership. Mark 
Hughes, their Wales striker, 
replied as Chou En-lai did 
when asked what he thought 
were the consequences of the 
French Revolution: "It's too 
early to say." 

Certainly Chelsea deserved, 
as Gianfranco Zola, their daz¬ 
zling little Sardinian, said, 
their victory' at Stamford 
Bridge yesterday — a victory 
that assuaged any lingering 
bitterness aboui the 5-1 defeat 
they suffered at Anfidd. 

True, Liverpool in some 
sense committed suidde. The 
goal Chelsea scored was. from 
Liverpool's point of view, a 
ghastly gift. After 44 minutes 
Thomas inexplicably rolled 
the ball not to one of his own 
team, but to Roberto Di 
Matteo. The Italy internation¬ 
al midfield player ran grate¬ 
fully on and beat David James 
with a low shot that gave him 
no ghost of a chance." 

Midway through the second 
half, Chelsea's defence, usual¬ 
ly so reliable yesterday, was 
split by a through-ball from 
Patrik Berger, the Czech Re¬ 
public international, who had 
only just come on. Collymore 
had only G rod us to beat, but 
he pulled his shot wide. 

"When you get one or two 
chances.” Roy Evans, the 
Liverpool manager, said, 
“you’ve got to stick them away. 
We didn’t do that today." 

Ruud GuliiL ihe Chelsea 
player-manager, was delight¬ 
ed not only with Di Matteo’s 
goal but with the Italian's 
overall performance. He con¬ 
ceded that Di Matteo had. 
earlier in the season, gone 
through a poor patch, attribut¬ 
ing it largely to his exertions in 
ihe European championship. 

A couple of weeks' training, 
Gullit said, had done the trick. 
"1 think sometimes you have 
to protect the player from 
himself. Give him the right 
boost to come back again." 

After 34 minutes Zola got 
away on the right, finishing 
with a powerful shot that 
James was delighted to beat 
down. It came after a double 
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Fowler goes past the diving Grodas with Clarke, left, and Leboeut the Chelsea defenders, looking on yesterday. Photograph: Julian Herbert 


save at the other end by 
Grodas from Robbie Fowler. 
But this was not Fowler’s day. 
He was clearly still impeded 
by his ankle injury and it was 
remarkable that Evans did not 
bring on Berger earlier to 
substitute Fowler, rather than 
Mark Wright. 

Hughes is twice the player 
when he has Zola beside him. 
“He’s a very good player," 
Hughes said. “There's some¬ 
thing missing if 1 couldn’t play 
with a player like Zola." 

Hughes was a threat to 
Liverpool throughout. After 17 
minutes Zola’s back-heel set 
him up for a low shot that 
James saved. Four minutes 
from half-time Hughes went 
past two defenders for a shot 
that James parried. Next, the 


goalkeeper was dealing re¬ 
sourcefully with a fiercely 
struck shot from Di Matteo. 

Liverpool's tactics remain a 
mystery. They pass the ball 
around with almost arrogant 
ease and precision — Thom¬ 
as’s error being the exception 
char proves the rule. But the 
end product tends to be Lack¬ 
ing. And the use made of John 
Barnes is mysteriously 
unproductive. 

True, we shall never again 
see the Barnes who scored that 
wonderful goal in Rio against 
Brazil, nor the Barnes who. in 
the Azteca Stadium in the 1986 
World Cup. tormented Argen¬ 
tina's right-flank defence in a 
glorious quarter of an hour. 
But that surely, is no reason 
to employ him, possibly at his 


own instigation, as a kind of 
quarterback, almost as though 
he has to have his visa 
renewed to go deep into enemy 
territory. 

When, on rare occasions, he 
did there was trouble for 
Chelsea. In the second half 
Barnes popped up at the far 
post to meet a left-wing cross 
by Bjomebye and force a save 
by Grodas. Twice, he pro¬ 
duced inspired passes for 
Collymore. 

"A sloppy goal." Evans 
admitted. "But it’s having the 
courage of your convictions 
and Michael Thomas played a 
bad ball. He'll admit that, but 
again, he could have had a 
shout." Evans, plainly, was 
referring to Liverpool’s pen¬ 
chant for passing. 


“The thing is," Hughes said, 
“when playing a team like 
Liverpool, you have to accept 
they’re going to get a lot of the 
possession. We were quite 
prepared to let them have a lot 
of the possession, providing 
they weren't creating 
anything." 

Hughes was unlucky not to 
double the lead soon after 
ColIymore’S expensive miss. 
Zola found Dennis Wise, who 
had just come on as a substi¬ 
tute, Wise served Hughes and 
the Welshman, skilfully mak¬ 
ing space for himself, ham¬ 
mered a right-foot shot that 
James did wonderfully well to 
turn onto the crossbar. 

Gullit left himself out of this 
game, well though he has 
recently been playing. His 


ambitions, he said, now lie 
elsewhere. “If you are a coach 
you can see things better from 
outside, so slowly, slowly, I 
don’t want to play ail the 
games any more. Itn already 
34 years old. so 1 can’t go 
ahead for a long time,” 

Besides, he said, he knew 
Leboeuf was fit again and was 
delighted with the way he 
played. 

As for the Chelsea team: 
"It's like a rough diamond. We 
have to work on it ail the time 
to get the right shape.” 

CH&SEA F Grodas — S Claftaa, F 

Lefcoeul. M Dutvny — D Petrosal, C 
Burin, R Di Matteo. E Newton. S Mnto 
isub- D Wftw. 73nn| — G Zota. M Hughes 
LIVERPOOL 13-5-2) D James - P Babb, 
M Wright. N Ruddock (sub DMaCao, 35] — 
M Thomas. J UcAtoyi. S McManaman. J 
Barnes. SI — S Coriytnora. R 

Powtei 

flefeiwt S Lodge 


first away win 


Everton.0 

Blackburn Rovers .2 


By David Mad pock 


NEW year, new leaf, it seems, 
for Blackburn. Rovers. The 
first day of 1997 brought to an 
end their depressing sequence 
which had lasted for five 
months, A stylish victory over 
Everton was their first away 
from home in foe FA Carling 
Premiership this season. 

Not such a happy turn of the 
year for the home ride, 
though. They entered the holi¬ 
day period intent on joining 
the championship scramble. 
They left 1996 with mid-table 
obscurity in prospect 

So what has happened to 
rum things round for a ride 
that looked doomed for relega¬ 
tion? Well, Tony Parkes took 
over as caretaker-manager 
from the hapless Ray Harford 
and Graeme Le Saux returned 
from a year-long injury. 

Can any footballer have 
welcomed the arrival of the 
new year more than Le Saux? 
While most of the players 
seemed to have their joints 
frozen by the lip-cracking cold, 
the Blackburn full bade, for 
whom 1996 brought a shat¬ 
tered ankle and shattered 
dreams, displayed the form 
which made him an interna¬ 
tional regular, and which has 
helped to restore Blackburn’s 
fortunes. 

Their passing has a crisp 
inciriveness about it now and 
they look a quality side with 
real menace. They were much 
too good for a depressed 
Everton in the first half, 
reducing them to a state of 
nervous exhaustion as neat, 
intelligent football brought 
two delightfully crafted goals. 

Le Saux was involved in 
everything. Buzzing down the 
left, he exposed Everton*s de¬ 
fences on this Hank and as 
early as the eighth minute, be 
fed the industrious and im¬ 
pressive Wilcox who crossed 
accurately. Pity then, that 
Gallacher’s header showed 
none of the same precision., 

Le Saux, though, carved but 
another opportunity after 19 
minutes and this rime Tim 


Sherwood accepted it grateful¬ 
ly. Bohimen found Le Saux 
who chipped cleverly for 
Gallacher to pul his captain 
clear inside the penalty area 
with a delicate header. Sher¬ 
wood did the rest, providing 
an emphatic finish to a fluid 
move. 

Blackburn^ dominance at 
the opening period begged two 
questions. How did they ewer 
get into such a mess ar the foot 
of the table? And how did 
Everton ever make people 
think they were serious 
championship candidates? 

Only Duncan Ferguson 
railed against the dominance 
of the visitors, but even though 
he tried manfully he was 
limited to one opportunity, 
and then Colin Hendry tack¬ 
led back superbly to block the 
shot 

Blackburn, were creating 
chances almost at wifi, and the 
second goal came after 33 
minutes. It was another deli¬ 
rious move, Sherwood and 
Gallacher combining to allow 
Sutton a clinical left-foot finish 
from inside the penalty area. 

Le Saux, aided and abetted 
by the impressive Sutton and 
the industrious McKinlay. 
provides a muscular presence 
which Blackburn lacked earli¬ 
er in the season. With it has 
come the ability to win the ball 
and launch those nimble 
counterattacks to which 
Everton had little answer. 

Everton, with just one point 
to show for their holiday 
endeavours, have injury wor¬ 
ries. Parkinson missed the 
game as did Short and 
Unsworth, but this did not 
spore them from being booed 
off ai half-time. 

They enlivened their sup¬ 
porters briefly when Speed 
forced Flowers into an agile 
save. But for Blackburn. Sut¬ 
ton twice forced saves from 
Southall, as did Bohiraan with 
a crisp side-foot that the Welsh 
international did well to turn 
around his left-hand post 

EVERTON fw.21; N Souths* — M 
Hctttger. 6 Bared. D Watson. T Riebn — A 
Kanchtfctas [Butr. A Urnpor, TOtw). J 
EfctaroS, G Speed. N Barmby (Si*: M 
Ranch, 46} — G Stuart, 0 FemuBon. 
BLACKBURN ROVERS (4-5-1) . T FtoWtrs 
—J Kama, H Bora. C Hendry . G Lb Sa«— 
K GaMadwr, T Sherwood, W McKinlay. L 
BoNron. J Wilcox — C Sutton . • • 

Referee: G Baiber 
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Campbell profits from West 
Ham's lack of precision 


West Ham United.0 

Nottingham Forest.1 


By Keith Pike 


A NEW year brings renewed 
hope for Nottingham Forest, 
whose second win in four 
matches under the temporary 
guidance of Stuart Pearce 
lifted them above the inactive 
Southampton and off the bot¬ 
tom of the FA Carlins Pre¬ 
miership for the first time 
since December 9. History 
suggests that Forest will still 
go down, but they are giving 
themselves a fighting chance. 

Forest had no need of Pearce 
at his most inspirational. A 
calm, measured performance 
from the player-manager and 
his colleagues on a tricky 
Upton Park surface was all 
that was required to see off a 
West Ham side whose own 
display bore all the hallmarks 
of a reant in desperate trouble. 
"That was the worst I’ve ever 
seen them play." one lady 
suggested as she left the 
ground, and she was old 
enough to have seen an awful 
lot of games. 

West Ham lacked guile, 
style and, most crucially, pre¬ 
cision in their passing. If they 
gave the hall away once, they 
did so a hundred limes, leav¬ 
ing Crosslcy, the Forest goal¬ 
keeper. more in danger of 


catching hypothermia than 
shots or crosses. 

The worst of those many 
mistakes derided the match, in 
the 39th minute. Cooper's 
punt forward from halfway 
should haw been routinely 
dealt with, but West Ham’s 
foreign policy betrayed them 
as Mikiosko. the Czech goal¬ 
keeper. and Rieper. the Dan¬ 
ish central defender, got their 
wires crossed. They left the 
ball for each other and Kevin 
Campbell nipped in to stick 
out his right leg and lift the 
ball over Mikiosko from ten 
yards. 

Campbell's goal, his sixth of 
another injury-plagued sea¬ 
son, secured Forest's first 
away win since the opening 
day, when the former Arsenal 
forward scored all three in 
their resounding triumph over 
Coventry City. Rieper. in par¬ 
ticular, will be pleased to see 
ihe back of them — he was 
sent off for a professional foul 
in West Ham’s 2-0 win at the 
City Ground in September. 

Forest have now taken sev¬ 
en paints out or 12 under 
Pearce and if thQ' maintain 
that form they would finish 
the season with 51 points, 
twelve more than was needed 
to stay up last season. “The 
lads are doing U for Stuart." 
Peter Edwards, the assistant 
coach, said. “They are in fine 
spirits and enjoy working 


under him as he settles into 
the job." 

Forest's victory was threat¬ 
ened only once, when 
Porfirio’s glancing header 
from Pons's chipped pass 
drifted a foot wide of 
Crossley’s right-hand post, 
and West Ham could count 
themselves lucky that they did 
not leave the field to a thrash¬ 
ing as well as ihe chorus of 
derision from iheir support¬ 
ers. Hughes cleared off the 
line from Campbell. Dicks 
and Bilic blocked goal bound 
efforts from Haaland ai point- 
blank range, and, at the death. 
Gemmiil blazed over an open 
goal after another blunder by 
Rieper. 

“I take some of the blame." 
Harry Redknapp, the West 
Ham manager said. "I tried to 
change things around and it 
didn’t work, but if you give 
away goals like that what "can 
you do? You dunt see them in 
Sunday morning football." 
But you do in the Nationwide 
League and that is where West 
Ham will be heading with 
many more displays like this. 

WEST HAM UNITED L MiUoste 

— S Bi&e M J Dicks — M Eowsn 

(sub S Poa?. D Wawiroon. I 

a«Hp tsufc R L an paw. 511 M Hugtws — 
H PotSno — M N«uc1( !4UD SJQnea.6*1. F 
Raduciou 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST (3uM-3j M 
OoMtey — S EBatfwfldc rsus D Pwi<i5. 
ZOi S Cn-tte. S ftswee — D L*®c. AI 
Haeland. C Coopc*. I YVoan -- N Gough — 
0 Saurtdere. K Crrebrfi S Gamtnfl. 
W] 

BatowKPOurtot 


Hull draw much cheer 
from holiday period 


Hartlepool United.1 

Hull City.1 


By Ivo Tennant 


FOR Hull City, whose ground 
is up For sale and whose 
chairman. Martin Fish, is 
accorded much the same 
abuse as is the chief executive 
of Brighton and Hove Albion, 
tiiis has been an unexpectedly 
successful Christmas and new 
year. They have gained two 
victories and a draw from 
their three matches over the 
holiday period — and it 
should have been even better 
than that. 

For an hour on a snow- 
covered pitch, Hull were de¬ 
servedly in the lead. Peacock's 
free kick was headed in by 
Joyce, Terry Dolan’s captain, 
who. having cost £30.000 
from Burnley, has been one of 
his more inspired acquisi¬ 
tions. The conditions.^ of 
course, did not enable either 
team lo construct a decent 
passing game, but then, in the 
Nationwide League third di¬ 
vision, that is not always 
necessary. 

Hartlepool United, mean¬ 
while. have appointed Mick 
Tair as their player-manager 
after the best pair of two 
months on trial. That is quite 
long enough for anybody to 
endure, particularly at a dub 
that will never attract individ¬ 


uals who are not either keenly 
ambitious or have seen better 
days. He left himself on the 
substitutes’ bench here, even 
though his ream lacked arty 
semblance of direction until 
they equalised. 15 minutes 
from the end. 

The other salient moment 
occurred after just six min¬ 
utes. when Darby, who has 
scored 16 goals (his season, 
was taken off on a stretcher 
with knee ligament trouble 
that could keep him out of the 
game for a fortnight DonceL 
an experienced Spaniard who 
is learning English at Hull 
University, replaced him. but 
tacked the same expertise in 
front of Hartlepool's goal. 

The Hartlepool equaliser, 
(hough, was fortuitous. 
Beech's speculative shot was 
deflected so wickedly and 
inadvertently by Howard, his 
colleague, that Davison had 
no chance of reaching it 
whatsoever. This was the kind 
of goal that everybody needs 
when they begin in manage¬ 
ment tf Tail is to survive in 
the game like Dolan, who is 
tire fifth longest-serving man¬ 
ager in the league, he will 
need quite a few more. 

HARTLEPOOL UNTIED |4-AOl- » O'Cen- 
nor — G Lea. D toan I SteGuchn. S 
McAufey — C Gega u Be*±i, M Coopw K 
Htstaj — J Aflcrv SHcwort. 

MULL CITY (5-3-2): A Djwion A 
LaMhorpe. G B«h, T Sren. I Wright M 
Gtcjnm — W Joyce, K Gflbai A Mason — 
0 Darby (sub fiDorcei Qmuj.RPeaaocX. 
RefersK U Horws 


Old acquaintances are forgot 
in Nelson’s victory salute 
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Torquay United.2 

Brighton .. 1 

By David Powell 

GARRY NELSON, who. for 
two seasons, was Brighton 
and Hove Albion's lop scorer, 
struck an 87th-minute winner 
for Torquay United at Plain 
Moor yesterday, to provide a 
victory that Torquay deserved 
on the strength of rheir second- 
half performance. Thus the 
new year, which had begun 
with promise for Brighton, the 
Nationwide League's bottom 
club, when they loufc. the lead, 
offered no change in fortune 
for them. 

Brighton’s disappointment 
was all the harder to bear for 
the goal being a soft one. 
Nelson roiling the ball inio an 
unguarded net from .20 yards: 
so little pace was there on the 
shot that it looked, briefly, as 
though Peter Smith, the Brigh¬ 
ton right back, might manage 
a goal line clearance. On a 
warmer day, when more sup- 
ple hamstrings are an aid to 
sprinting, or when a softer 
pitch would have held no fear 
for. sliding in. Smith might 
have made it 

This game, though, was 
played in. sub-zero tempera¬ 
tures, surviving the weather 
while, 20 miles away. Exeter 
City’s match against Barnet 


was called off. After looking 
uncertain with their balance 
for 15 minutes or so, once the 
players acquainted themselves 
with the hard surface there 
could be no argument with the 
decision to play. “The pitch 
was hard, but there were ho 
rucks in it and it was play¬ 
able,” Kevin Hodges, the Tor¬ 
quay head coach, said. 

For the first two. months of 
the campaign Torquay, the 
bottom dub last season, 
looked likely to mount a 
promotion challenge. How¬ 
ever, since the sale of Paul 
Baker to Scarborough, goals 
have been in short supply and 
it was a rare-treat for home 
supporters when Scott Stamps 
equalised from 25 yards. 

“Obviously it has been 
haunting us." Hodges said of 
Baker's departure, but added: 
‘It was our of our control. If we 
had forced him to stay, we 
would have had a discontent¬ 
ed player on our hands." 
However, this. victory has 
elevated Torquay back, into 
eighth place and promotion 
once again is on their minds. 

Stamps’s goal .came almost 
immediately after Phil An¬ 
drews had given Brighton a 
34th-minute lead. Andrews 
headed in from a cross by Paul 
McDonald. After the interval, 
Brighton hardly ..ventured put 
of their own half. •• 

“I felt they should have done 


more than they did," Nelson 
said. “They seemed to sff back, 
and. in their, situation;, they 
should do more than .that” 
Certainly, Brighton iseemed 
more interested in safeguard¬ 
ing a point than chaffing three. 

Since Steve Gritt took over 
as manager, there has beenno 
distinguishable improvement: 
one wctoiy and two defeats itt 
five third d{visum matches. 
“In the second half we put 
ourselves under pressure,” 
Gritt said,.“We have got lo try 
and be more positive.” 

Nelson gave a full celebra¬ 
tion when his goal went in, 
showing ho compassion for 
his farmer dub. "When you 
score a goal, you always, have 
that feeling." Nelson* said. 
That's what you are in profes¬ 
sional footbalL" 

Just when Brighton thought 
that their day could not get 
any worse, it did. The hot 
showers' ‘in their - dressing- 
room would not work. “They 
are in our showers at the 
moment,” Nelson said nearly 
an hour after the game, “bat I 
think, the hot wafer has run 
.out."' . .... 
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FOOTBALL: RETURN OF ROBSON TO THICK OF ACTION FAILS TO PREVENT ARSENAL SEALING POINTS AT HIGHBURY 


rings in the new in classic style 


Arsenal_____^ 2 

Middlesbrough_0 

By Rob Hughes 

POOTKAU. CORRESPONDENT 

ARSENAL maintained tight 
oroer at the top of the FA 
Carling Premiership, and ’ 
MiiMlesbrough at the bottom. 

a ™~ a result that har<fly 
seems to change — whenever, 

ft seems, this fixture is pby«L 

It was im before foe 
Second World War, when 
Middlesbrough last came to 
t he c apital and sorted out 
Arfonal: yesterday, thw agh 
Bergkamp's classic first goal 
and Wright’s acceptance at a 
gift-horse to poach the200fo 
league goal of his career, 
hist ory ^was never going to be 

There was, however, a small 
piece of Premiership history, 
the reappearance of Bryan 
Robson from management, 
into an emergency'svreeper 
role on the field. It was : 
Robson’s first game for more 
than a year and. just ten days 
before his fortieth birthday,' 
makes him one of the oldest 
men of the playing fields since 
the Premiership was formed." 

Competitive - as :ever* a 
streak of malira in ins boots, 
Robson played in defiance erf 
“nay old sciatica". And •- id 
playing out of position; in 
gening to foe pitch of the 
battle, his ability to bridge the 




so long out of full training, 
study says something abbor 
his pedigree — or about mil- 
lionaire-player standards. 

Poor Robson. Why should 
he subject himself to a game at 
Highbury where foe referee; 
Mike Reed, was obliged to 
take six names for blatant 
kicks at fellow professionals, 
and in the 89th minute to send - 
off John Hartspn, foe-fourth 
Arsenal professional to be 
shown the red card tn eight 
games. 

“It's not good, fifty per cent," 
Arsene Wenger, the Arsenal - 
manager, said. “But I cannot 
condemn ray players when the 
first three —. Bould, Adams 
and Wright — woe unde¬ 
served red cards for under? 
standabfe reactions^ But it - 
says in foe re&reeis report that 
Hartscm was seat off for foul 1 
and abusive language; and irs 
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Wright sealsthe game for Arsenal with the 200th league goal of his career, as he drips the ball over Walsh, foe Middlesbrough goalkeeper. Photograph: Hugh Rout! edge 


stupid to speak to foe referee.* 
Stupid, because itomc in the 
S9th minute and baxdy half a • 
minute after Hartson had 
beenshown, the yeUow card 
for reacting to bring hustled 
unfairly byJRohson. His anger 
nmy have had something to do 
with foe fact that foe referee 
wre quick, to pmish evei y p u e 
bar Robson and Wright, 
whi^. reputations seemingly 
dulled his appetite for 
authority. 

Yet, out of attitudes as bitter 
as . the new year wind,, came 
exquisite opportunism. Mid¬ 
dlesbrough'had withstood IS- 
xnmides erf Arsenal attack 
when foeir first defensive er~ ' 


tor invited Bergkamp to show 
his' balaiKe, his technique, his 
timing. Keown had driven the 
ball high into the box, Vickers 
did not get great distance with 
his header and Emerson, chal¬ 
lenged by'Vkara, could only 
deflect tite ball towards 
Btergkamp. 

Then we saw what has 
taken the Dutchman a second 
season in . this country to 
deliver: on the edge of the 
area, his body perfectly posi¬ 
tioned over the ball, he strode 
it so deanly. so precisely cm 
foe vqlky that it entered the 
net beyond the right hand of 
Walsh before the goalkeeper 
really suspected the danger. 


One wonders how many for¬ 
eigners coming to our league 
will be allowed such a time of 
faith, such patience before 
they blossom. 

Speaking of foreign imports 
passing through. Emerson, 
one of nine players who 
started the match in gloves, 
was fitful in the extreme. 
There were touches of his 
class, back-heels that thrilled; 
there were examples of his 
force; and there were long 
periods when he seemed to be 
at Highbury m body, but 
somewhere else, perhaps Bar¬ 
celona or Rio de Janeiro in 
mind. His manager Robson 
would not have it “1 thought 


Emerson was one of our better 
players,” he insisted. “I have 
no worries about the foreign 
lads at all.” 

And from a relative new¬ 
comer to an habitual poacher. 
Just before half-time, when 
Bergkamp crossed high from 
the left. Bede, played out erf 
position as a wing back and 
attempting to do a defender's 
duty*, misheaded the ball in a 
loop towards his own gral. 
Wright looked ecstatic just to 
get foe chance and. at his ease, 
flicked the ball from six yards 
past the stranded goalkeeper. 

Two goals, h could have 
been at least double that and 
Middlesbrough had only one 


forlorn riposte. In foe 77fo 
minute. RavaneJli. made cap¬ 
tain presumably to quieten his 
criticisms of the way Middles¬ 
brough works, won a penalty’ 
for himself. There was contact 
between him and Adams, but 
foe Italian exaggerated it with 
his belly-flop to foe turf. He 
was quickly up to take foe 
penalty’ and. with foe cries of 
“cheat! cheat 1 " ringing in his 
ears, Ravanelli lifted his shot 
against the crossbar. 

Robson was left cursing 
Middlesbrough'S injuries, be¬ 
moaning his side's penchant 
for “shooting ourselves in the 
foot". But he still trusts the 
foreigners. Arsenal, still think¬ 


ing themsehes persecuted by 
referees, are now without the 
suspended Wright for die FA 
Cup tie at home to Sunderland 
on Saturday and with Garde 
added to foe injuries of Dixon. 
Seaman and Plait They had 
taken Bergkamp off as a 
precaution "because of a tight 
hamstring, replacing him 
with Hartson. A mistake as it 
turned our because of the 
latter's indiscretion. 

ARSENAL I3-S-2) J Li*,c ~ 1.1 K«wn t 
Adarrc. S Boutt— Pf&lyjr. r GuiX- isuL 
S Montw. T 6 nwi|. P Vena, p Moray. iwb 
P S tew. 80/. N Wn'citian — l Wngro. 0 
Boiqkamp (sub J HartSC^ 65) 
MIDDLESBROUGH [35-1-11 <3 Walsh - 
N CoK B Robson. S VcJeta — C bddte. P 
Mus'oo EmBiMjn.CBlacsmwj MBer+ — 
Jonnhoicub CHignefl 80/ —F Havant*’ 
Retefee. M Reed. 
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Newcastle’s 
challenge 
backed up 
by striking 
evidence 

Newcastle United.3 

Leeds United.0 

Bv Petlr Ball 


j WITH Shearer and Ferdinand 
in this mood, discount 
Newtasife United at your 
peril. They shared all three 
goals yesterday to take foeir 
Total in the FA Carling Pre¬ 
miership in 25 this season as 
Newcastle began IW in the 
J way that they had ended 19Ut> 
— with a home win. 

Yet. until (he final quarter, 
the champagne fool ball of foe 
7-1 \ ictory against Tottenham 
Hotspur had not carried over 
into the new year. Instead. 
Newcastle were in danger of 
suffering a collective hangover 
[ until pad goals in the last H 
I minutes put daylight between 
j the teams. 

) “It was always in the melt¬ 
ing-pot until the second goal.” 
j Kevin Keegan, the Newcastle 
manascr. said. “Three was 
about right at the end of the 
| day. but most of those chances 
; came in the last J5 or 21) 
minutes." 

Indeed, until then the 
N.'cw’CiSife performance was 
best described as workman¬ 
like and that might not do 
justice to Leeds United, who 
had been suggesting that they 
could claim an equaliser until 
foe hectic finale. 

As Leeds discovered, when 
, you have got Shearer, with 
Ferdinand as a more than able 
accomplice, almost anything 
is possible. “I thought foe two 
of them were absolutely su¬ 
perb, they have got the two 
best strikers in the game." 
George Graham, the Leeds 
manager, said. "Of course 
Newcastle are still in ii Jibe 
championship racej, they have 
mo many class players to be 
written off." 

Leeds had brought back 
Wefocrall in provide extra 
security against Ferdinand 
and Shearer’s power and 
Radebe was appointed to 
man-mark Beardsley. Those 
plans broke down in five 


Dublin slips In as Aldridge sinks Albion before flotation 


Coventry City ——........ 2 

Sunderland-- 2 

By Richard Hobson 

ITWaS football, but not as we 
know ft. On a frozen surface; 
players slid their way through 
90 minutes, increasingly re¬ 
sembling a troupe of amateur 
dancers attempting desperate¬ 
ly to main their balance on a 
freshly waxed ballroom floor.' 

Even the most elegant balle¬ 
rina would have required the 
turning drde elite Ark Royal 
to remain upright and, al¬ 
though the pitch survived two 
inspections, the second yester¬ 
day morning, it could not have 
been given clearance with' 
much to spare. 

During the farce, Coventry 
City equalised twice with 
headed goals from set pieces 
and survived the final 50 
minutes with ten men after foe 
dismissal of Dion Dublin. 
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Dublin; seat off after goal 

They had chances to fori * 
fifth successive victory, but, 
contrary to foe general expec¬ 
tation during foe interval, the 
second half went not only 
goalless but also without any 
incident of significance. Safety 

was paramdunt 

Within the first exchanges, 
if became dear foat this could 
be no normal contest A high 
pass to John Sriako zipped off 
a frozen lump to dude Jura In 
cricket parianiSi ii was foe 
perfect flipper. Then, Lionel 
Perez, the Sunderland goal¬ 
keeper, fell, on: has back - at¬ 
tempting his first clearance. 

Gordon Strachm foe Cov¬ 
entry manager.-admitted foat 
hewould not have conducted a 
training session on the sur¬ 
face. Peter Bad, his Sunder¬ 
land counterpart, said: 
“NormaDy we try ro play the 
ball from foebadCibut Thad to 
change ourtacfics so that we 


just got-the ball forward as 
~ eariy«s possible:". 

The direct approach of Sun¬ 
derland was rewarded in the 
sixth minute,. owing every¬ 
thing to alert work from Jpfm 
Muffin and Michael Bridges, 
. the forwards -Who have a 
combined -age of just 39. 
. Mullin demonstrated* sure 
touch in pushing baric a centre 
'from David Kdly to the 
path of Bridges, \tfoose foot 
beat Steve Ogrizovk: from 16 
yards. ‘ . 

The response, however, was 
. as swift -as it was emphatic. 
Dublin met a corner by Gary 
: McAllisterjwwerfiilly to leave 
Perez pondering the wisdom 
of remaining on his line with 
the ball tracing-the six-yard 
line. 

Clearly Perez was culpable, 
biit less so than was Liam 

- Daish, - eight minutes later, 

- when his nnstimed tackle 
.. upended Mullin, who was 

relishing his first start of the 
season. Steve Agnew convert- 
-ed the penalty, before Daish 
redeemed, himself, still before 
the half-hour, by heading in 
another centre from Mc¬ 
Allister. ’ 

. YeL far afloffoe goals, there 
seemed a subdued atmo¬ 
sphere before: Dublin's send¬ 
ing-off. It stemmed from a 
tackle with Bridges and, as foe 
ball trickled - out Of play, they 
,. appeared to struggle with, each 
...other as they attempted to 
regain foeir tooting. Dublin, 
in full view of Graham Poll 
the rdfer^ airmri a kick in the 
direction of foe youngster. He 
had to go, foe fourth occasion 
this season in-which a Coven¬ 
try player has been shown the 
red card. Bridges survived 
with a booking. 

Strachan said: “In 'these 
conditions, as long as you get 
the ball in the opposition 
penalty box, there is the possi¬ 
bility sonfebody could slip-" 
Strachan said-that he would 
not lake disaplinary action 
against Dublin, who will al¬ 
most certainly receive a ban of 
three matches from foe .Foot¬ 
ball Association- “Sometimes 
a child, knows it has done 
wrong without the need to 
smack its bottom.” be ex¬ 
plained, graphically. “In this 
case. I am not tall enough id 
reach Dion'S bottom anyway." 
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West Bromwich Albion .1 
Tranmere Rovers___2 

- BrR ussell Kemfson 

WEST Bromwich Albion, the 
Nationwide League first divi¬ 
sion dub. joins foe big league 
tonwrrow, when it is due to be 
floated on the Alternative In¬ 
vestment . Market At The 
Hawthorns yesterday, Albion 
fobwed that they remain dis¬ 
tinctly little league in playing 
terras. 

The game was at least 
played, for which Albion must 
take credit, but their vibrant 
six-match unbeaten run disap¬ 
peared against a Tranmere 
Rovers ride that had not won 
since late November. They 
also ignored John Aldridge, 
the Tfrmroere player-manag¬ 
er, where nobody should — in 


and around the penalty area. 
Even at 3S, his finishing rivals 
the best, and he scored twice 
with a flourish. 

Two hundred Albion sup¬ 
porters had risen early, 
shrugged off the traditional 
hangovers and helped to dear 
the pitch covers of snow. 
Some people will do anything 
fora free ticket Yet the surface 
was just about playable, with 
red touchlines and an orange 
ball, even if the performers 
often slithered into each other. 

Many of them might have 
felt an urge to leave early, such 
was foe bitter climate, yet 
Coyne, foe Tranmere goal¬ 
keeper. will not have been mo 
pleased by the nature of his 
departure in the 34th minute 
— if he remembers anything 
about it 

He had already been clat¬ 
tered by Psschisolido and 


received three minutes* worth 
of treatment before Raven flew 
into him when wildly chal¬ 
lenging for a cross. Coyne lay 
prostrate and. after another 
three minutes’ dose of salts, 
was taken from foe field on a 
stretcher. 


Full results and 
tables . Page 24 


Higgins. 35. the centre back, 
donned foe jersey, wjfo 
Tranmere having no replace¬ 
ment goalkeeper among foeir 
substitutes. It hardly mat¬ 
tered. Albion's initial zest long 
having petered out, and he 
was barely threatened in foe 
remainder of the half. 

Albion had gone ahead in 
the fourth minute when Bur¬ 


gess lashed the ball in for his 
first goal of foe season, after a 
frantic scramble in the six- 
yard area. Coyne tried to 
grasp the ball back, but it had 
already crossed foe line. 
Tranmere equalised 13 min¬ 
utes later, when Aldridge vol¬ 
leyed home as if in foe bloom 
of youth, sweetly and precisely 
from Thomas’s cross. 

Even with Taylor brought 
on at half-time, Albion still 
threatened Higgins only spo¬ 
radically. He was also well 
protected by his defence, in 
which Stevens and McGreal 
were outstanding. McGreal’s 
last-ditch tackle on Hunt, after 
Thomas's back pass error, was 
magnificem in foe conditions 
— hard, dean and fair. 

Tranmere grew in confi¬ 
dence, edging forward cleverly 
and with purpose. With six 
minutes remaining. Branch 


and Mahon, foe substitutes, 
combined nicely lo fashion foe 
winner. Branch first skipped 
across the ice, then Mahon, 
and die resultant cross was 
fumed in by the pivoting 
Aldridge. It was his sixteenth 
goal of foe season. 

Try as they might, Albion 
were gone. They even suffered 
the sight of Higgins making a 
flying save to deny Pes- 
chisolido in the final minute. It 
was sickening for the support¬ 
ers. too. The earfy-moming 
efforts of so many had all been 
in vain. 

WEST BROMWICH ALBION QS-Si P 
CiiChlOTi — 0 5ww« nbti P T.v.fcr 
■i&mri), P Rjvtn J uaiby — ? h and i 
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Bolton fail to provide 
home entertainment 


Charlton level up after 
excellent groundwork 


Bolton Wanderers-2 

Bradford City— -1 

By Mark Hochunson 

THE groundstaff wore given a round 
of applause before the match for their 
efforts' in clearing the pitch and 
terraces of snow. It might have been a 
good idea, in hindsight, if someone 
had locked away their shovels. 

Bolton Wanderers won and consoli¬ 
dated their position at the top of the 
Nationwide League first division, but 
their piay was fragmented and did 
little lo thaw the chill of Burndea 
Park. The ride is still basically foe one 
that was relegated last season and 
more accomplished opponents than 
Bradford City would have exploited 
old weaknesses. Passes were often 
overfait there was a lack of width and 
Blake and McGinlay, the strikers, are 
strong and direct without a lot else to 
colour their game 

Had Bradford traversed the Pen- 
nines In a more enterprising frame of 
mind, they might have secured a 
higher premium. Instead, they, tried to 
smother play and it was only the 
introduction of Kjwo/nya and Shutt 
foe substitutes, that inspired a brief 
attacking fluny. The first half was 
dour in the extreme, with Bolton 
repeatedly losing possession before 
attacks could property form. At least 
foe interval allowed supporters fo 
keep warm as they pelted Lofty the 
Lion, the Bolton mascot with 
snovfoall& 

U took Bolton more than an hour to 
find a way through foe fog of 
Bradford players. The baft fell to Lee, 
unmarked in the penalty area, and he 


side-footed it past Schwarzer. After 
more erratic and hurried Bolton 
attacking, Lee crossed lo Sellars, who 
placed the ball beneath Schwarzer, 
who mistimed his dive to an almost 
comic degree. Bradford now ran at 
Bolton and found them vulnerable. 
Liburd reached foe byline and pulled 
the hall back for Shutt to head home 
with just six minutes remaining. 

Cfrris Karoara, foe Bradford man¬ 
ager. conceded afterwards that his 
game-plan might have been awry. 
“We came to frustrate them and we 
did that for die first hall" he said. “I 
think f did my lads an injustice 
because, when we went at them m foe 
Iasi 20 minutes, we created plenty of 
chances. If we'd have had another five 
minutes, we might have got a draw." 

Bolton, who have lost just three 
times in 27 league games, were 
surprisingly nervous, especially in 
defence, where players were some¬ 
times overelaborate. Colin Todd, the 
Bolton manager, placed a win in the 
context of die festive programme. “All 
right we haven't fired on all cylinders 
today, but I have just congratulated 
the lads on taking ten points from the 
past four games," he said. 

As supporters left foe ground to 
make foeir way home through snow- 
covered streets, they were warned to 
“trim it easy, we don't warn anyone to 
fall down". Bolton had done just the 
same and there will be other days, 1 
wanner ones, when gaining points , 
can be married to entertainment 

BOLTON WANDERSS ((-4-2) Q Wart — C BcKpson 
(Sutr A fad* SOnMj, C Fanaouafc G Taggart. B amB^— 

F Grow tmSr D Leo 61). J Snenfen. P Fon&en. 5 
Safest — J McGmtav. N Bfc&e 
BRADFORD CfTY 04-1-1)- M Schrfarae* - A O’Bnwi 
fafc: A KJworma, 73). N Mctm J Drever — R UxjtI. D 
HffrtttW, 0 Canons Jsub- S Pinto, BO), L Dutfury. » 
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Charlton Athletic 
Ipswich Town — 


By Pat Gibson 

WHERE there is a will, there is a way. 
Charlton Athletic proved it twice in one 
freezing afternoon at The Valley. First 
by managing ro get this game played a r 
all, then by salvaging a point alter 
Ipswich Town had threatened to make 
a mockery' of all their efforts. 

The most outstanding performance 
was that of Colin Powell, the 
groundsman, and his staff. While so 
many of their colleagues up and down 
foe country had been confounded by 
the new year freeze, they showed what 
could be achieved by the use of covers 
stretching across ihe whole of the 
playing area and hot-air blowers, 
borrowed, presumably, from West¬ 
minster during foe parliamenlary 
recess. 

Not even Mark Halsey, the Hert¬ 
fordshire referee who allowed foe 
Swindon Town v Grimsby Town game 
to go ahead on Saturday and then 
suffered foe embarrassment of having 
to abandon ii after half an hour, had 
any qualms about foe surface. It was 
soft at foe start and, although it was 
freezing up towards the end, it re¬ 
mained perfectly' playable. 

Not that Charlton were all foat 
grateful at half-time. "We had worked 
so hard ID get foe game on and halfway 
through the first half 1 was wishing we 
could call it off." Alan Curbishley, their 
manager, said. "We were just not at foe 
races and didn't get to grips with either 
Ipswich or the conditions." 

He was right. It was like playing on 
an artificial pilch and Ipswich were 


much more adept at that particular 
game, with Scowcroft and Mason 
bringing fine saves from Penerson, 
deputising for the injured Salmon, in 
Ihe Charlton goal before they look ihe 
lead two minutes before half-time with 
a penalty. 

It came about when Sunner was 
unceremoniously bundled off the ball 
as he moved smartly on 10 Scourroft's 
flick. Penerson has been to Ipswich 
ihree rimes on loan, but all his inside 
knowledge was to no avail as Tanner 
drove the penalty low to his right. 

To make matters worse for Charlton, 
who had not been aw arded a penally 
aU season, they had nvo appeals of 
their own turned down; hut that cut 
linlc ice with Curbishley, who had 
some harsh words for them in the 
dressing-room. "They came back for 
the second half a little bit more 
determined," he said, “they had to. 
They could noi have played as badly as 
foey did in foe first" 

Ipswich did. not play as well, either. 
Perhaps it was because Thomsen, the 
Denmark international, who was hav¬ 
ing his first game for three months 
after a hernia operation, was feeling 
foe pace in midfield; perhaps it was - 
hecause they thought that foey could 
sit on their lead; but they paid the price 
in the 77th minute, when Robson 
equalised with a crisp shot into the far 
corner. Charlton might even have won 
foe game three minutes later when 
KinseUa foundered a 25-yard drive 
against foe crossbar. 

CHARITON ATHLETIC M-4-?) A f+vetvjn — S &ewn 
tsub. K Jfnei.. 45mn|. P Chappie, K Scon. A Bortov. — 
S Neman «utr K Looe. 7a. U ftiracto, B 0 Cow* J 
Rot-mson itub u ftetaon, 221 — D Wtye. - usfcum 
IPSWICH TOWN ft Whrfu - G UhfcnbecK A 
Tanner,JCimly.UTaicm—OSowiar.C 
thomsw, P Mason — j ScotmcA R 
M**oo: M Halsey. 


Ferdinand: deserved goal 

minutes, although Radebe 
could do nothing to prevent 
Beardsley from hitting over 
one of his precise corners. 

Radebe, however, might 
wonder how Ferdinand was 
able in head dowm and Shear¬ 
er was unmarked to hick a 
volley into foe comer of the 
net. “He's foe best in die 
world, and that's why I paid 
£15 million for him." Keegan 
said. “That first goal was 
Typical, it's not a fluke, 
he does it all ihe time in 
training." 

Tile goal should have sei 
NewcaMle on tlteir way, but. 
instead, the game stayed eight, 
partly because Radebe did an 
excellent job in marking 
Beardsley and partly because, 
with Ginola injured and Gil¬ 
lespie surprisingly omitted. 
Newcastle had no width, most 
of their attacks going straight 
through the middle io founder 
on the trio of Leeds centra? 
defenders. 

When the second half 
began, Hislup, who, until 
then, had been in most danger 
from his own defenders — 
ftacnck iwia* playing poor 
back-passes and Lee passing 
straight across goal tn Rush — 
found Leeds beginning io at¬ 
tack with more purpose. The 
chances that Rush would once 
have snapped up now went 
begging, however, and finally 
Neweasrle assumed control. 

The turning-point came 
when Shearer, who had just 
been booked for a late chall¬ 
enge on Wefocrall. was 
brought down as he ivent 
round Mariyn. Newcastle 
claimed the penalty: a free 
kick just outside the penalty 
area and a red card looked the 
most convincing verdict but 
Paul Dansnn, the referee, gave 
nothing, to Newcastle’s dis¬ 
gust They responded by rais¬ 
ing their game. 

First Shearer .scored from 
another corner, with foe help 
of Palmer's wicked deflection, 
and then Ferdinand got foe 
goal that he deserved from 
Lee’S cross. 

NEWCASTLE UNITED £ h,=Jmj 

— S Maistr. o Feacocti. P Afcen. J 
Bveekxd — l Oart 0 Barty. ft Lee — p 
BcordrJcy — A S hfeaiw. L Ferdinand 
LEEDS UNITED (3-1-4-2) N Mariyn — C 
Ppima. D Wemerau. P Bfeeslev—L fteott* 

— G kefly tn*- AGmy. earrunj. M 

L Btwyet. A Dm 90 — j r[ am r 
W allace. 76). & Deane 
fifltefB«PDansoa 
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ROWING 


No time for messing 
about in boats for 
gifted all-rounder 

John Hopkins meets Sarah Winckless, a woman with sporting 
pedigree whose sights are set on the Sydney Olympic Games 


W hen you are tall and 
strong and have a 
fiercely competitive na¬ 
ture aJlied with an eye 
for a ball, then compering at 
different sports is not unusual. Few. 
though, compete so successfully at 
so many different sports as Sarah 
Winckless. the president of the 
Cambridge University Women's 
Boat Club. 

Before this academic year 
Winckless had gained bb Blues 
since she arrived as a fresher at 
Fitzwilliam College in 1993 to read 
natural sciences. Her Blues came 
from competing in athletics for three 
years — in which she threw the 
discus, shot and hammer — rowing 
for two and netball for one, as well 
as basketball (which counts only as 
a half-Blue). This year she has the 
potential to gain further honours by 
representing the university again at 
rawing and athletics, “lam tempted 
to add basketball to the list again 
this year, but the Varsity match is 
six weeks before the Boat Race." 
Winckless said. “I am not sure that 
is a good thing." 

Winckless. who has changed her 
course to land economy, was intro- 
ducal to sport by her father when 
she was young and. though she 
could run hist, it soon became 
obvious that field events were her 
strongest suit "She had such good 
long levers." Bob Winckless ex¬ 
plained of her daughter. While at 
Tiffin Girls School, in Kingston, and 
later at Millfieid. she played county 
netball and threw the discus for an 
England under-30 team. 

It was when she went up to 
Cambridge that she started to row 
seriously?If ever there was a natural 
progression of events, this was one. 
Her father had been president of the 


Boat Club in 1969 when he was at 
Fitzwilliam and her stepfather is 
Mike Hart, an Olympic silver 
medal-winner in 1976 and world 
championship medal-winner in 
1977. who had rowed for Cambridge 
in the early Seventies. 

Winckless puts herself through up 
to seven sessions on the water each 
week and as many again in the gym 
in pursuit of her aim to lead 
Cambridge to victory in the wom¬ 
en’s Boat Race. She is in the process 
of selecting her best crew for the 
event, rowed at Henley on March 
23. the Sunday before the men’s 
race. "We won by five lengths in 
1995. by 1*4 lengths this yean 1 want 
to mice sure we win again." 
Winckless, who will row No 5 or 
No 7, said. When she comes down 
from Cambridge this year, she 
hopes to find a job that can be fined 
around her rowing. Her long-term 
aim is to represent Great Britain in 
the Sydney Olympics in 2000. 

"It is not uncommon for people to 
represent the university at two 
sports, such as rugby and cricket 
and sometimes multiple sports." 
Winckless said, "but very few do 
rowing and anything else. It takes 
up so much time and finding time is 
what is difficult. You do not have 
much time for coffee with friends." 

I don't wish to offend anyone by 
saying this. but. as more women 
have gone up to university, so the 
standard has risen and the number 
of women competing in sports has 
broadened, too." Alan Malcolm, 
who was director of physical educa¬ 
tion at Cambridge in all but name 
for 30 years, said. "Not many people 
represent the university at more 
than two sports. I think of Dennis 
Silk, who played rugby and cricket 
and Rugby fives. Quite a lot of 


people do things like rackets, squash 
and real tennis and fives, say, which 
are related sports, but it is very rare 
to do as much as Sarah does." 

Winckless is unable to join the 
Hawks Club — because it is for male 
athletes who have won Blues or half- 
Blues. The irony is that she. perhaps 
the most supremely-qualified per¬ 
son at the university to be a member 
of the Ospreys Club, the women’s 
equivalent of the Hawks, chooses 
not to be one. “It’s something to do 
with being on a student grant and 
needing to write a cheque for £25." 
she said, smiling. “It’ll happen 
before I leave, but it’s the sort of 
thing that will be more beneficial to 
me after I have left to stay in touch 
with people than it is now." 

T o squeeze as much into a 
day as Winckless does calls 
for impressive use of her 
rime. She first demonstrat¬ 
ed this ability as a teenager when 
she would do her geography while 
travelling across London on her way 
to discus training with her coach. 
Her work did not suffer. She got ten 
As at GCSE and won a scholarship 
to Millfield. No less impressive was 
her 2:1 in the land economy exams 
that she took last year while also 
competing in trials for the British 
women's rowing squad for the 
world championships. 

Winckless is self-effacing, describ¬ 
ing herself as being just like anyone 
else. Yet the fact that she patently is 
not tends to bring on feelings of 
inadequacy in one who talks to her 
for any length of time. Just as that 
feeling was settling on me. 1 noticed 
that, in describing the tasks of a 
rawing eight in my notebook, she 
had written technique as rechique. 
There is hope for the rest of us yet. 



Winckless aims to maintain the Cambridge dominance of the women's Boat Race at Henley 


BRIEF. | 

Yorkshire 
proposes 
change to 
committee 

YORKSHIRE county cricket 
dub could abandon its long¬ 
standing tradition of electing 
committee men as representa¬ 
tives of districts. Members at 
the annual meeting in Leeds 
on March S will vote on a 
resolution that would create 
an administration of 12 elected 
on a "first past rite pest" basis. 

A two-thirds majority would 
mean the gradual phasing out 
of the central, west, south and 
north areas that at present 
elect three representatives 
each. Chris Hassell, the chief 
executive, said: “They are act¬ 
ing in this instance cm behalf 
of the members and it is not 
necessarily the case that all 
committee men support the 
proposed change." 

Ter gat triumphs 

Athletics: Paul Tergal, of Ke¬ 
nya, the silver medal-winner 
in rite 10,000 metres at the 
Olympic Games in Atlanta, 
strode to victory in.tile Sao 
Silvestre 15-kiIomare road 
race in Sao Paulo for the 
second year running. Tergat 
broke away from Joseph 
Kimani. his compatriot, 1,500 
metres from the finish to win 
in 43min SOsec. 

Peterka soars 

Ski jumping: Primoz Peterka, 
of Slovenia, stretched his lead 
in rite World Cup at Gar- 
misch-Partenkirchen yester¬ 
day. . Peterka, 17. produced 
jumps of 117_5 and 118.0 metres 
to put him dear of the 1155 
metres achieved by Dieter 
Thoma, of Germany, and 
Takanobu Okabe, of Japan. . 

Satehell signs 

Table tepnis: Darlington have 
become the favourites to win 
rite British League premier 
division after acquiring Kevin 
Satchel]. 32, the England 
coach. • 





SAILING 


Dumont gybes into trouble 

By Edward Gorman, sailing correspondent 


THE string of disasters being 
visited on the Vendee Globe 
single-handed non-s.top 
round-the-world fleet continue 
unabated. This weekend 
another competitor looks in 
danger of having to make a 
stop after his boom was 
smashed in a Chinese gybe. 

Eric Dumont, of France, 
whose boat. Cafe Legal Le 
Gout, is the former Engages 
Superior, was holding sixth 
place, roughly 2.600 miles 
behind the leader, when he hit 
trouble yesterday. 

Dumont, who is several 
hundred miles south of Ho¬ 
bart. reported: “On an unfor¬ 
tunate gybe, the boom guy 


broke, the boom preventer 
broke and the boom crashed 
over. It is now in two pieces." 

Dumont, who has never 
attempted a circumnavigation 
before but has completed 25 
Atlantic crossings, is also hav¬ 
ing lo helm by hand. "Because 
of the proximity of rite magnet- 
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ic pole, the compasses are 
fluctuating wiidy and rotating 
through 360 degrees." he said. 
“The boat is going crazy and 
she cant hold a course. I have 
helmed all day under jib and 
mizzen, but I'm tired and a 
new low-pressure system is on 
the way." 

Meanwhile, in the BT Glob¬ 
al Challenge, three more 
yachts. Pause To Remember, 
Nuclear Electric and Ocean 
Rover, finished at Wellington 
yesterday in seventh, eighth 
and ninth places for the sec¬ 
ond leg. respectively. This 
leaves a farther four boats still 
raring, plus the dismasted 
Concert. 


Safe on terra firma to greet the new year 


N ew Year’s Eve did not 
start off too welL The 
calm seas and sun¬ 
shine of the previous two days 
had given way to the taffend 
of hurricane Fergus and our 
estimated time of arrival at 
the Chatham Islands was 
beginning to look optimistic 
The skies had gone back to 
Southern Ocean grey and the 
seas were being whipped up 
into some sizeable waves. 
What is more, after 1.300 
miles of trouble-free motor¬ 
ing. the engine died only eight 
miles from land. 

Being at the wheel at the 
time; the sudden silence was 
disconcerting. The short time 
that it took Chris Tibbs, 
Concerts skipper, to locate 
and fix the problem seemed 
like an age. Our boat which 
was dismasted on this second 
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Manchester Owed v Asian WU 
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Lucy Duncan, on Concert, makes a difficult landfall in the 
Chatham Islands just in time for a seasonal celebration 


leg of the BT Global Chall¬ 
enge two weeks ago. feels 
vulnerable enough when the 
engine is running, but even 
worse in silence. 

Despite all this, we made 
the islands on New Year's Eve 
and were making plans for a 
celebration to remember as 
we motored into Waitangi 
Bay, although all we could see 
though the mist and driving 
rain were a few ramshackle 
huts and the odd rusty con¬ 
tainer. It looked like a disused 
railway siding. 

Unfortunately, the bay was 
not as sheltered as we would 
have liked. We managed to 
get some lines onto the jetty. 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

ATLANTA: Heritage Bcrtfc Howard 27 
SouHtem24 

MIAMI: Orange Bowl: Nebraska 41 Vronta 

Tech 21 

EL PASO, Texas: Sun Bonvt Stanford 38 
Mictvjar Siaie 0 


bat we could not get the boat 
much closer than ten feet 
Although we could get ashore. 
it was not safe to leave the 
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ATHLETICS 


SAO PAULO. Brasil: St Srtestor Corrida 
t15 Hlometres) Men: 1. P Tergal {Karri 
43nw> SOsec. Z J Kmart (Ken) 44 23: V 
Cordero <Br| 45 00 Women 1. R Machado 
(Br) 5Z3Z 2. M del Carmen Das (Me*) 
53 - i3.3. E Kipiaga Kan) S3 - 38 
ROAD RUNNING: Newcasdo. UorptrtH 1° 
Newcastle (14 1 ntesl 1. M Hudapnh 
(Morpedii ihr 10mm covec. 2. M Prt* 
(SLndertand) 1 tO-09 3. A Stephen* 
(Morpeth. 1 11 16 Teems: 1. Mcrpeth 11. 
2 Morpeth B 43: 3. Sunderland 56 
Veteran: A Dufy (Bohon) 112 33 Women; 
1 J Shields (Sheffield) 122 44. 2. S 


J6pis. 2. Goafanh 30.3. Morpeln 56 Hyde 
Park: New Year s Day lOtan: 1. V Gamer 
(Aldershot! Zimin 34**:. 2. W Otfjjrough 
(Thames Hae Hourmsi 31-50; 3. H 
Jcnes (Ranetaph) 32:36. 4. 1Ai Gn9twood 
lEafing. Southed and Mdd1«e»l i’^lO.5. R 
Kinctosiey (Serpennrre) 32.44. 6. T soBnn 
(Inveia East Kenfl 34-24 Teams: North 
London Veteran over 45: F Thomason 
(Met RaiMav) 37-58 Over-50: C (fetral 
(North London) 3922 Over-55: M Thomp¬ 
son (Oxford Otyi 39S6 Over-60; N 
SJewarr-Ttwn (South Wesl Vets) 4354. 
Women: 1. S Eierticy (BircnttekJ) 3S-15: 2. 
M Bradley iOverran) 36.-02. 3. C Home 
(Crawley) 3509 Team: West 4 Hamers. 
Veteran: J Waste* INortfi London/ 38-48 
OrrMS: M FTame. (West 4 Hamers) 41-09 
Over-50: P flukes (Handycioas Jogpersj 
49tfi Over-60: P jenes (ltlordl 44:52 
Poote: Broadstone Ouarter Marathon (6 5 
mfes'c i P Drake (Bournemouth! 33-43:2. 
R Bergstrand (Mandate) 3407. 3 L Austin 
tBoumemoumt 35 17 Teams, i. Boume- 
mouin 8 2. Poote Humeri 40: 3. Egdon 
Heath 53 Veteran: R Mcroan (Dorset 
Doddiers) 36 08 Women: 1. P Gaflyn 
iDoiset DadtSers) 42.35: 2. C two (Poc*i 
ftrrmersi 4322 3 J LuJon (Poota AC! 
4509 Teems. 1. Poote Runners 14: 2. 
Donut Dodders 27 i PorVe Rumars B 45 
Rochdale: New Year's Day Sun: I. J 
Bootfnotid (Sale) 16 32.2 L 9iaw (Middie- 
•onl 1706.3 Afiute lEastChesHre) 17 52. 
veteran evar so-. A Carro* iBasi Chosrtrei 

18 01 Women: I K Draira (Spenbonought 

19 44; £ G Cook (Rochdate) 20 18: f J 
Ciahon tMtddieionj 21J7 Mountain Adv 
Nos Oaten 5knr 1, A Jorws {Cardifl. 
hoktert 1446. 2 , p Rirjiattfc [Seianscal 
14 31- 3 H Fktorts TEmdgend) 15:11 
Women: 1 A Ua* (Tikvmon. holdorl 16 50 
2 C Moran (Newport! 1706. 3. S Boytjn 
(Derdrtf) 1724 Weston-super- Mare: 
Hargover S mOes: J W O'DannoH 
(Eidelottj; 30:59. 2. F Tayltr (Taunton) 


2. 8 Larabetr ifinyair 38"l I. J. fi Barter 
(AW Vaiteyi J9W. 

CRICKET ~ 


CYCUNG 


CYCLO-CROSS: Notts and 
110 S wees) 1. J Taylor (Gwtf) 47miftl 
2. S KrighT (Hawsovren) al 133ec. 3, G 
HarttMcH (Shockfedq ft imtn 44sec. 


FOOTBALL 


FAI HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE- Pnemter 
tflvtsion: Bray 1 Home Farm a 


ICE HOCKEY 


NATIONAL LEAGUE (FMj. Buftalo 6 Ntew 
Jersey 5: Tampa Bay 4 New York Ftengars 
2. San Jose 5 Calgary 1: Ptteade^tfua 5 
Vanccusrar 3; Colorato 4 Ctecago 1 

RUGBY LEAGUE ~~ 

CUJB MATCHES: Postponed: OMsburyv 
Bailey: Keigrteyv HuddenMd. SJ Hrtens v 
wipm. ... 

RUGBY UNION 

TOUR MATCH: Postponed: Emerging 
Water, v Untied States XV • 

Chib matches 

Hartlepool flown 3 West Hartlepool 20 
CANCELLED: FyVte v Bl&ipoci. 

SKI JUMPING 


GARMSCK World Cup mettt: 1. 
PoterVa (Steureu) (117.5m. 118) 241‘9p 

2. AGotdfaerger (Austnat (114. 114)2288: 

3. T Otafae .. 

A-P 
Sanon 
Sorwran ( 

positions;_ 
432: 3. E Branded (Nor) 427; 4. D Thome 
l«3erj 411:5. 385; 6, Sarioh 323. 


v ijmcerger (Hisoiar (i ■«. I ie) wd, 

- Otafae (Japan) (111. 1165) 226 7; 4. 
Wrtola (Fte) (113. ill.S) 2231.6. H 
on (Japan! (UBS. 112) 215.71 8. J. 
an (FM (lid, 110) 213D. World Cup 
ns: 1,Peterico 49^rfe: 2. GoUrerper 


_ SQUASH 

SHEFFIELD: HjOamsWre (inter open: 
Under-19: Finate Men: O Tbominert (FnJ 
M M Ismail (Egypt) 5-9. 9-4. 5-9. 9-7. 9-7 
Women: K Attson rnxkslm) t* n Foaion 
(Uncaywel 9-1.9-2.2-9.98. 

MSH'S WORLD RANKINGS: 1. Janstar 
Khan (F^t)- 2. R Eyles (Aus): 3. P Med 
(Soot):«. C Water (Eng). 5. S Parte lEng): 




FOOTBALL 
BetTs Scottish League 
Promr dMsioh 
Ranqws v CotoC [630) 

• OTHER SPORT 
BASKETBALL: Budweteec League: Nav- 
M35)e v Hemal avd Watfonj 
DARTS: WDC ymrtd charTpteratip (et- 
Purttets) 

ICE HOCKEY: Supeiteague: Ayr v Snat- 
field (B20). Bracfetefl v BaJn^tcKe (80)-' 
SNOOKER: UWrpoot Viaorta charity che»- 
ange (n Bsmsighem) 


boat unattended. So five 
people disembarked, charged 
with obtaining provisions for 
a party. We were also hoping 
that some friends and family 
would be flying in to join us, 
but we were told by the local 
policeman that there were no 
flights from Wellington. 

Almost as soon as the 
landing party had left the 
boat, the wind and swell 
increased. When they re¬ 
turned, we were able to get the 
provisions on board, using 
ropes, but it was too danger¬ 
ous for the crew to cross the 
gap between the rickety jetty 
and the heaving boat. We had 
to cast off our lines and set off 


6. Ji Pourar (Can): 7. Ahmad Barada (Egypt): 
8, B Martin (Aus); 9. D Harts (Er®)- 10 , 
ZutnkJahan Khan (Pafc). 


TENNIS 


ADELAIDE: Men’s tournament Second 
round: A O'Brien (USJ fat T Jcftannson 
rarea)B-4.3-6, B-4: M nostrum (Swo) w o B 
Bleak (Zbru see A Chartaaov (Russ) « P 
Flaflar (Aua) 6-2.7-S:TWoaftindp9 (Alb) « 
JNov*(CJJ6A7-6 » 

DOHA: MerTs tournament First round: J 
CcuterJU3) WSSchatenfFW) 7-ft 7-5; R 
Sabau (Rom) fat O Gross (G«)fr3,3S. 7-6. 
Second round: M Larasorr (SteeV bt P 
Fradrtoson (Sure) 64.7-6; H Area (Mori bt 
P McEnroe (US) 2«. 7-S. 7-5; M Gustafeaon 
(Snej fat O Hrfaaty (C5J 6-2. 2-6. 6-4; T 
towan (GB) bt Tanw 0 Sawy (Egypt) 6-3. 

BWS8MJE: AistraBac Women's tour- 
nament FfcsJ round: A-G Sdoi (Fr) M K 
Sudenfrnva (Stovdoa) 6-4. 1-1, ret S 
Appeknais (Bel) WSTestudffr) H64; N 
Ctechy JR) far E Cafens (Baf) 6 - 4 . 6-2 
Second round: B Schute-Mcdwhy (Hof) 
W KOremwis PfaC) 7-6. M; E Udwvtsan 
«. ML 

Serna (SpIbt B Dmgomr (Rom; 5-4. 74; A 
Su^vama (Jepen] btR Grande (It) 6-7,6-2( 


across the bay to a more 
sheltered anchorage. 

We now had half the crew 
ashore and in the pub and the 
other half — me included, 
unfortunately — in the middle 
of a hostile sea. Eventually, 
we all managed to get ashore 
and various family and 
friends turned up, having 
found a flight after alL and we 
were set up for a wonderful *" 
evening. 

Although there was plenty 
to drink, it was not die alcohol 
that made the party work so 
wdL It was the overwhelming 
relief at finally being totally 
relaxed and surrounded by 
convivial company. 

We woke foe next morning 
after .a. glorious sleep in a 
proper bed with, clean sheets, 
to be greeted by sunshine and 
the song of a skylark. 


6- 3: R McCMtan (Aua) bt B FMtnor (Go) 

7- 5,6- 4 

PSTTM: Hcpmsn Cup: Group A: United 
States blCroatte 2-1 (Untteri States names 
&st C Ruton bt 1 Mafcti 6-3. 3-6, 7-6. J 
Gimatst c b tea to G Ivanisevic 6-7.6-4.5-7. 
Gamatetnb and fiuUn W Nanteauc and 
Motet 16.6-3, 7-Q Groin B: SouffiAlnca 
bf SiwizerimdS-l (South Attica ronss 6rst 
A Coatzer tost to M Hteois K6. 2-6. W 
'Fteraka U M Roeesl 0-6. 1-2 ret FaweM 
and Coecer w o Ftossoc and Hugs ter 
AUCKLAND: Woman's toumamerf: fira* 
round: M Watemrtnor (Gar) tt B Scnatt 
(Austtaj 64,6^A Qresman (US? bt S de 
VOa (Ben 7-5. *3.2-1. raq LGotarsa (It) M L 
Laa (US) >1. 7-fl; A Hubar (GbTm ^ F 

7-6, 7-5. T; 

... jfra«-r:/- 

bi G 

“JttYYosHda 
L Wid US) bt D 
. . , c®5 2-6,6-4, B-3; Mr 

Mauata Quanta) t5 R Hudson ffGl-64). 
6^ ELabai (Arg) bt G Loon Garda (Sp) 

SHSTRELtt LIA winter sarin: FtoSta 
Ntorc G Hendaraon (Yoriia»rt bt V 
Sundbram fjsicsahtra) 6-4. 

H MiSmaws (Bertafita) bt M FfetQna (Ftusa) 
4-B.B.1.6-2L 


Depth 

t. (CT 3 


Conditions Runs to 
PSste Ofl/p resort 


Weather 

JSpm) . Last- 

°C snow 


ANDORRA 

Sotcteu 

AUSTRIA 

KitzbCihel 


30 


T60 good powder good : -cksud -4 3 1/12 
(EwJeSent skiing after fresh snowj • ^ 


CANADA 

Whistler 

FRANCE 

Avortaz 

Rains 


'.w 50 Icy varied ley fine . ^ S5/12 

(fcy patches on most nma: Pass ^7hum test) 


tOQ 200 ’ 
(Superb cdndBioos; 


powder, good . cloud -0 31/12 
at new snow n past three days) 


--- powder good cloud -B 
slwng with fresh powder) 

snow -6 


135 155 

• on ^---- -- 

■ — 90 - 24 °. _ good powtipr good 

' . (Lj«^jQrTt sk6ng conations: SOcm Know powdery - 

Megeve BD iro good powder -good . doud ^5 

sa ^ 

fiuperb sb£ng with 15cm of new snow) 
-100-180 gaid varied .good' , . lair • -a 
(Good skiing; new snow anfyBftj base) 


Ttgnes 


i/i 

iri 

1/t 

i/i 

1/1 


TTALY 

Cmayeur 

Lnrigno 


pCNwte -dotod . sun -8 31/12 
r^opOOding on most pates; shot 22 Ots open} r 

- • -rc^Li JS* . 9 ood lair -0 31/12 

TSt^tatbs^hgconditions: fre^isnow} - 
SWITZERLAND ; ‘ :-•••' ' •: .. ..... 

StMoritt- BD - . 210. : .,good . varied^-.’-good/- fat ' -7 31/12 


WBr ® 8n ' •: -wafed - T Mr <doud -6 SQ /12 

. -■W runs open and most h great ehqiB ] • . 

Stwee: Ski Cki of Great Britan .- L'. “ 
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SUPERSPOftT SETUPS: East London- 
TiarWhiat 291 ana 162 IM BcnMW 53. P J 
Botho 447). BoTOv 3196 dec nnd 13S-5 
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CRICKET: PITCH UNDER SCRUTINY AS SOUTH AFRICA AIM TO BUILD ON DONALD’S INSPIRED PERFORMANCE IN DURBAN 

India must adjust to pace of life at Newlands 


the fifth time in seven weeks 
and, to judge from what has 
happened between them so far, the ' 
pitch will be the key factor. The 1 
farcer and bounder and grassier 
things are. the less the Indians Bee 

it 

They won the three-match series- 
at home through having control of 
fae mower. Last week. In the first 
Test of this return leg and an as-, 
fresh, a pitch as, anyone , could 
remember at Durban, they:' : were 
wet! and truly routed/All^ Donald, • 
by a yard or so the fastest bowler in ; 
the. world, at the moment, was 
altogether more than tbw-cpuld 
cope with, as he would bav»bo£i fin- 
most sides, 1 fancy. ’• 

South Africa’s three main. Test /.’ 
grounds — Kmgsmead, at Duibajv 
the Wanderers, ar Johanziesburg,'': 
and Newlands; here— are all being; 
looked after by Enghsiup^-Hiifip'. 
Russell, once a useful iB-rounder 
for Derbyshire, produced the dark 


green trampoline at JKfrigsmead; 
Andy Atkinson, formerly .the head 
groundsman at Edgbaston. among' 
other places, isooolang up what he 
will tor the third Test match afAte 
Wanderers, and die jAdi- for today 
has best prepared' by Stuart 
Kerrism, who is on loan for three 
months from.Chelmsfed. In days erf 
old batsmen used Jo- dream of 
walking to the wkket at Newlands. 
as they did at Durban far that 
matter, and the Indians would not 
havefreertoo displeased with what 

./in ncfatofthe^^Test matches 
■ihat started an Boxing Day does ifte 
balance between bat and ball seem 
to have been anything like right. 
The march at Melbourne, between 
Australia and West Indies, like the 
one at Durban, finished with more 
'than two days to spare, which was 
riot ar all whar is wanted..while in 
Harare, where England were play¬ 
ing Zimbabwe, batsmen fookingfcr 
an excuse fin- labouring over their 
runs were presented with one. 


John Woodcock reports from Cape Town on the 
growing influence of groundsmen in Test matches 


/With, the International Cricket 
Council preparing to give consider¬ 
ation to recognising, for the first 
rime, a Test ranking order of some 
. kind, a groundsman’s competence, 
not to mention his intentions, will 
have to be monitored. The mare that 
is seen to be at stake, ihe greater dw 
temptation will be for the home side 
to tailor the conditions. 

South Africa would be as much in 
contention for a high place in any 
league table as poor, derided, strug¬ 
gling England would be for the 
wooden spoon. Australia are due in 
South Africa towards the end of 
February for three Test matches 
and. as long as South Africa beat 
.India, now and Australia bold oft 
West Indies, the winners of that 
South Africa-AustraHa series could 
well be acclaimed as champions. On 
their own dust bowls, India take as 


much beating as anyone, but their 
record away from hone must 
inevitably put them down the order. 

Of their past 32 Test matches nut 
of India, they have won one lagainst 
Sri Lanka in Colombo in 1993) and 
lost 51; at home, over the same Ten- 
year period, they haw won IS out of 
30 arid lost only five. It is fun to see 
the ball spinning like a lop in 
somewhere like Ahmedabnd — but 
it is not the real world, sadly, or the 
same game as the one that India 
were obliged to pla> in Durban. 
They should be better uff here, 
though, and even the modem 
Newlands. with hardly an uak tree 
to be seen, is a lovely place to play. 

These two-way visits of the kind 
that South Africa and India are now’ 
exchanging are becoming a more 
regular feature of the southern 
season. Australia and New Zealand 


began them * 2.712 years ago. The 
drawback with than is “ha: they 
take -so little accour.? of the need to 
aadimanre ;o different plasms con¬ 
ditions. It uvd -o x reckoned bv 
MCC sides arriving in Australia 
that it look bowlers as wdl as 
batsmen four four-day matches io 
adjust to tire steeper bounce of the 
ball. U is a urwi: deal easier to be 
caught cutting at Sydney, far exam¬ 
ple. than at Trent Bridge. So there 
would be seven wxas between 
landfail at Fremantie. the port for 
Perth, and taking the ftsid in the 
first Test at Brishare. Nothing like 
that happens now. 1: is all a mad 
rush, which makes i: much less 
surprising that India floundered in 
Durban or that England are having 
such a difficult time in Zimbabwe. 

! suppose it was this that made it 
seem so curious tr. me. when 
England wen; ;a Pcrresal for a 
week’s get-Msemer before sening 
out for Zimbabwe, that all but a few 
bats were left behind and the 
players were advised mat the same 


itself was incidental in the visit. 
They were there not to discuss the 
problems ihat by ahead, as such 
problems were divuvsed on vv.*>- 
ages to Australia. but lu practise 
sprinting and the like 
Well, in their first match in 
Zimbabwe, two of England’s fir<f sr\ 
batsmen were run out. As we all 
know, running between the wickets 
has much less to do w iih speed than 
with judgment, just as winning Test 
matches' has more jo do with 
playing one’s game than being over¬ 
trained. Somew here. India have the 
eante to win in Cape Town this 
week. Whether they have the grit as 
well is quite another matter, but 
they are sure 10 need it. Whatever 
the sport, reams coming to South 
Africa soon learn to "expect no 
favours when the action starts. 

SOUTH AFRICA p.-rfc^si C. fv.-.f A C 
rljcicr. A V &KK: D j .V J Cnre 

J “ Kj,;. £ TJ! 1.1 :U>*. v. 1, l.* t.' 

RcswCur- - * ? 3 ftflyv 

INDIA .5V - rlATsai? ft' .' P.iTW. R S 
Cai.'O f. R ji /iicfirf-. M ATUV».V» i C 

Gi-gur. *J r Usspa tfc.t't jVr-xIt' 2. ' . 

Pijwa C'Cv.'v;.- 


MAHh B4SEP 


From Michael Henderson in Sydney 


AUSTRALIA began file new 
year in dismal' style at -the 
Sydney Cridoet Ground when 
Pakistan beat them by tour. 

wickets with 43 overe to spare . 

in the triangular orieriay se¬ 
ries. Piddstandismissed Aus¬ 
tralia for 199 and then, given-a 
dazzling start ..fry Shahid 
Afridi. 16. they saw off Warne - 
to complete their second yip-. 
tory in the competition. 

It was not what the majority 
of the 37.000 crowd had come 
to see and. although nribody is 
pretending that it has ary. 
significance with, regard to 
Test cricket, it will give the 
selectors more to rn&fl over, as; 
they’seek" to find "the best 
Australia team, over five days. 
or one. . '• 

It seems that Australia can 
hardly take the field these 
days without somebody suffer¬ 
ing an injury, and.it was Paul. 
Rnffel’s turn yesterday. He 
pulled up in his fourth bvec- 
and returned to file pavilion 
with a damaged hamstring, so 
Andrew Bichd. the Queens¬ 
land pace bowler, will make 
his international debut on 
Sunday against West Indies in. 
Brisbane. 

Pakistan’s victory was 
memorable for the fact that 
eight spin bowlers, four on. 
each side, were used. "Austra- . 
lia used eight bowlers them-; 
selves, the eighth main being 
Blewett. who . completed 
Reiffel’s unfinished over , and 
must have wished that he had 
not Afridi, showing no regard 
for his elders, smashed him 
for three consecutive bqurc 
dories. 


. It yras not Warne’s fault that 
Australia dtd-nrtwtn. He took 
’ two wickets in.his first over 
and came bade totake another 
couple, including a glorious 
-.ball that drifted into Inza- 
main, pitched- outside tbe.-leg 
stump'and.. hit oft as toe 
batsman groped towards the 
balL Wame bawled beautifuJ- 
: Jy* but there simpjy were not 
enough jams for to play 
.with. ■;. .. 

Australia^,batting Iet.them 
’down badly. Taylor was su¬ 
perbly ran out fry Saqlarn. 
frran; ipid-wicket in Wasim’S 
toiu^bver ahdTMfrrk W^ugh,- 
taught_ behind as he hibbltjd, 

outlied birnbypjitytwb balls. 
Vet .while. Law-and Steve 
Waugh were' fitere, batting 
looked prefry 1 comfortable.. 
’then taw pulled Mushtaq to 
deep rci&wicket andl' within . 

. five, oivers, Steve Waugh had . 
gone, as wdL bowled as he 
tried to sweep Saqlain, 

• Blewett and Berfon added SS 
and 'Blewett. in particular, 
appeared .well ret - until he ■ 
attempted tri non / Sohail 
'' through thie.bn: side and was 
defeated fry -a ..quicker balL 
Bevan wasaisoasnficwiQdta m 
.file flight wtesi he tried to 
WOTkAfnditoleg,ajKioSered 
a return ca tdr. Afridi deserved 
his wicket far .boviSting his 
: wrist spin with sonfaskin and 
great enthusiasm. At times he 
was too entiufcsiastfaand Steve 
RandelL the umpire, told 
Wasim to' keep hfa man in 
check.. . - J : 

It was one of Afridi’s shouts 
for leg-before that prefaced the 
peculiar dismissal .of Moody. 



Steve Waugh, Australia’s top scorer, was over-ambitious with this attempt to swing Saqlain, the off spinner, to leg and was bowled for 42 


The ball ran to short third 
man where Saqlain, the 
team’s, have-a-go Johnny, hit 
the wicket as Moody dawdled 
to file other end. There were 
hoots of derision when 
RandeU. referred the matter to 
the third umpire and Moody 
was so unconcerned about the 
.verdict that he was having a 
mid-pitch discussion with 
Healy when the red light 
ordered ..him back to the 
pavilion. 

That dismissal summed up 
Australia’s miserable day. ana 
so too did ReifTel’5. He patted 
back the ball to Sohafl, who 
knocked it up over Healy^s 
head and, as Healy crouched 


to allow the bowler to com¬ 
plete the catch, Sohatl took 
another juggle before it came 
to rest One indiscretion 
followed another in this 
comedy of errors and soon the 
innings was over as Saqlain 
returned to finish with three 
for 23. 

ft was then that Afridi took 
over. Sent in to open with 
Sohail in the absence of Saeed 
Anwar, who has gone home 
with a liver infection, he 
blasted 34 from 27 bails and 
hit six boundaries, one more 
than Australia had managed 
in their innings. Suddenly the 
ground looked small as he 
belted the ball all over the 


place. It was a small innings 
but an important one and, far 
a lad of 16 (allegedly), it was 
quite magnificent. 

The introduction of Wame 
brought his downfall as he 
tried to smash the ball over the 
top and found mid-on. 

Two balls later Zahoor re¬ 
turned a flipper to Warne as 
he mistimed a pull, but Sohail 
and Ijaz stood firm to make 
half-centuries and, although 
Law took two wickets with his 
own brand of wrist spin, 
Pakistan were always ahead 
of the rate. 

If they beat West Indies in 
Brisbane tomorrow, they will 
go id the top of the group. 


SCOREBOARD FROM SYDNEY 
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TENNIS: BRITON TO RISE IN WORLD RANKINGS AFTER REACHING QUARTER-FINALS OF QATAR OPEN 
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SNOOKER 

Hendry sets 
sights on 
winnings 
of £5m 

Bv Pint. Yates 

WHILL .'1 XU.u Hi reveik-rs ede- 
bra'L’d the new year’s arrival 
in hi-5 native Edinburgh. Ste¬ 
phen Hcndre wa< ensaged in 
:< more conservative obser¬ 
vance of hogmanay, typically 
mindful of his fifei nv.imu- 
ment apfiearance nf 1997. 

The Liverpool Victoria 
Charity Challenge. -Ahidt gets 
under wa\ at ihe fniernalionul 
Cowcniinn Centre. Birming¬ 
ham. today. Gives him lhie 
oppununity in capture the 
sixtieth title of a professional 
career thru began in l°S5. 

If Hendry ■ the winner uf the 
inaugural event, nvo years 
ago. justifies his status as 
favourite iu collect the £30.tH>i 
first prize on Sunday — and 
thereby secure a £100.1.* X» 
donation far his chosen chari¬ 
ty. the National Play bus Assi.*- 
aatiori — he will be only £773 
shun of achieving total tour¬ 
nament earnings of £5 million. 

"At this stage ut my career. I 
place great importance on a 
few select tournaments, but I 
wouldn't bother entering am 
competition if l wasn't pre¬ 
pared to put my heart and sou! 
into winning it." Hendry <aid. 

Although IdMti v.as another 
fruitful year — Hendry record¬ 
ed the world and United 
Kingdom championship dou¬ 
ble for a fourth time, won a 
sixth Benson and Hedges 
Masters title and led Scotland 
to victory at the World Cup in 
Thailand — it was not one of 
complete domination. 

The consistency of John 
Higgins and. to a Josser extent. 
Peter Ebdon. placed him 
under pressure at the head uf 
the provisional world 
rankings-, and rhe re-emer¬ 
gence of Ronnie O'Sullivan in 
recent months has also put 
Hendry’S continued pre-emi¬ 
nence in question. 

O'Sullivan, whose only suc¬ 
cess during a lti9>9b cam¬ 
paign of under-achievement 
came ar the Charily Chall¬ 
enge. started this season by 
winning the Asian Classic and 
defeated Hendry 5-2 in the 
quarter-finals of the German 
Open last month, before going 
on to lift the trophy. 

A spark of enthusiasm has 
been rekindled in O’Sullivan, 
snooker's most naturally tal¬ 
ented player — Hendry's own 
assessment — and should 
O'Sullivan, representing the 
Dyslexia Institute, retain the 
Charity Challenge title, his 
credentials will ’ be further 
endorsed. 

O'Sullivan. Hendry. Hig¬ 
gins and Ebdun are ail seeded 
into the quarrcr-finals tomor¬ 
row. O'Sullivan awaits John 
Parron nr Jimmy White; 
Hendry meets Ro&idoux or 
Nisei Bond; Ehdon faces Ken 
Doherty or Steve Davis and 
Higgins plays Alan McManus 
or Darren Morgan. 

Of all those matches, per¬ 
haps nobody cnuld begrudge 
White an opening round vic¬ 
tory ever Parron this evening. 
Sriil grieving The death in 
September of his brother. 
White an ended the funeral of 
his mother this week. 


Freak injury favours South Africans Henman s j Quinnell returns to fold 


Bv our Sports Staff 

SOUTH Africa.soared a-bi- 
v zarre 2-1 victory over Switzer¬ 
land in the Hoprnan Cup 
mixed team championship in 
Perth yesterday — despite 
failing to win a set. 

Marc Rosset, seemingly on 
the verge of a singles victory 
over Wayne Ferreira that 
would have sealed victory far 
Switzerland, suffered a pain-, 
fol back injuiy and was forced 
to withdraw. Rosset was lead¬ 
ing Ferreira 64k.2-0 when he 
collided with a ball girl as he 
tripped chasing a drop did at 
the net. He tumbled and 
landed heavily. 

He completed the. game 
after being given a pam- 
kxUing injection and chiro¬ 
practic treaiment. but 
grimaced in pain at the 
change of ends and raid that 
he was unable to continue. 

Rnreira automatically won 
rhe singles 04,1-2 on default 
and the Smith African pair 
took the mixed doubles by 
forfeit after Rossers injury 
failed to respond to treatment. 

> “We got luckyno doubt 

about it," Ferreira said. 

Martina Hingis had earlier 
given Switzerland a 1-0 lead 
with an emphatic W, fr-2 win 
over Amanda Coetzer, lifting 
her singles' record irt Hoproan . 
Cup play to 6-0. 

Rosset. the- Olympic gold 
medal-winner, suffered a bade 
injury on the. way m Australia 
from Europe, and.was unable • 
to play his opening' singles 
against Romania, although he 

did play in file mixed doubles 

as Switzerland scored a 2-1 


victory. His back was hot 
^ving hitn any trouble yester- 
- day" and! he 'romped Through 
the first eight games, serving 
and volleying superbly 
against Ferreira. 

THe was killing me, so it is 
' really sad for mi," Ferreira 
said. ’‘He’S a good player, 
particularly'when he’s serving 
as well as he was today. That's 
certainly fiie only match I’ve 
ever won where I walked off 
the court after winning only, 
one game." 

It is the second successive 
year in-which RtBSet has been 
involved in an injiny drama at 
the Hoprnan Ojp. Last year he 
broke a bone in’ his right hand 
after punching an advertising 
: hoarding in the final against 


Croatia. He was forced to 
withdraw and the injuiy also 
kept him out of the Australian 
Open. 

The new injuiy was a blow 
for Hingis, who was in peer¬ 
less form against Coetzer. 
"Perth is a very unlucky city 
for Marc," she said. “I don’t 
know what he win do next 
year." 

Hingis was, however, 
happy with her own form. "1 
had a very good match with 
almost no mistakes." she said. 
“I hit just about every hall in. 
It was fantastic." 

Hingis played with depth 
and accuracy from the base¬ 
line and was aggressive with 
her ■ return of service. The 
match was halted for 45 


minutes in the -first set 
after the stadium’s electrical 
supply failed, but the delay did 
not throw Hingis out of her 
stride. She hi* 27 outright 
winners to just eight from 
Coetzer. 

The victory lifted South 
Africa’s record in the round- 
robin event to 2-0, while 
Switzerland dipped to H. 

Croatia, France. Australia 
and the United Slates are 
contesting group A and Switz¬ 
erland, Germany. Romania 
and South Africa are in group 
B. South Africa will qualify for 
the final if they beat Romania 
tomorrow. 

It is not known if Rosset will 
be fit to play against Germany 
tomorrow.. 





Ferreira oflfers comfort to Rosset as he hes injured in their Hoprnan Cup game 


progress 

continues 

TIM HENMAN is certain to 
rise in the world rankings 
after reaching the quarter¬ 
finals of the Qatar Open, in 
Doha, yesterday. Henman. 
22. from Oxford, beat Tamer 
El Sawy 6-3.6-Z 
Henman, the British Nol 
and world No 29. had beaten 
El Sawy, from Egypt, ranked 
No 149 in the world, in the 
Davis Cup at Wimbledon last 
September. El Sawy, a qualifi¬ 
er. had beaten Jan Siemerink. 
the world No 15. from Hol¬ 
land. in the first round 
Henman will now meet 
Magnus Gustafsson, the No 5 
seed, in the quarter-finals. 
Gustafsson. from Sweden, 
lost Io Henman at Wimble¬ 
don last summer. 

Today, however. Henman 
pairs up with Siemerink to 
play Jacco Eltingh and Paul 
Haarhuis. two other Dutch¬ 
men, in the doubles. 

Patrick Rafter went out of 
the Australian hard-court 
championship in Adelaide 
yesterday after a rare art of 
sportsmanship. Rafter, of 
Australia, was leading 14-13 in 
a second set tie-break when he 
asked the umpire to reverse a 
decision and award a point 
given to him to Andrei 
Cherkasov, his opponent, in¬ 
stead Cherkasov went 00 to 
cake the match 6-Z 7-6, 

Pete Sampras and Steffi 
Graf were named as the 1996 
world champions by the Inter¬ 
national Tennis Federation 
yesterday. 


Bv David Hands, rugby correspondent 


THE Wales selectors, denied 
one final opportunity yester¬ 
day to judge the form of 
international contenders 
when ihe weather claimed the 
fixture between Emerging 
Wales and the United States, 
will name this morning their 
XV to play the same opponents 
at Cardiff on January 11. They 
are expected to include Scott 
Quirrnd!. of Richmond, in 
their back row. 

Now that Quinnell’s man¬ 
ager is satisfied about the 
contractual arrangements, the 
way is clear for him io resume 
his international career in 
rugby union. The last of his 
nine caps was in 1994. against 
Western Samoa, before he 
signed for Wigan rugby 
league dub. In four pre- 
Christmas internationals, the 
back row has been a cause for 
concern for Wales. 

Steve Williams, the Neath 
No 8. has been the stabilising 
factor in all four games, but he 
played with two open-side 
flankers — Kingsley Janes and 
Martyr) Williams — against 
France, then with Hemi Tay¬ 
lor and Jones against Italy and 
Australia. Against South Afri¬ 
ca, he was joined by Dale 
McIntosh and CoJin Charvis, 
and now McIntosh is suffer¬ 
ing from a broken jaw. which 
will keep him out of the 
iniematianal against the Uni¬ 
ted Slates. 

Kevin Bowring, the Wales 
coach, has been without the 
services of Gwyn Jones, who is 
injured, on the flank all sea¬ 
son. He was one of the 


successes of last season and 
upon whose speed and ball¬ 
handling skills Bowring 
pinned so many hopes. This 
international may come tuo 
soon for Junes, who returned 
to action for Cardiff, his new 
club, against Pontypridd last 
week, but Quinnell would 
answer Bowring’s desire for 
greater physical presence. 

The opening match of the 
United Stales’ tour was called 
oft only two hours before the 
scheduled kick-off. despite the 
undersoil heating at Ihe Arms 
Park. Stadium officials said 
that the air temperature was 
so low that it created a frozen 
crust on the surface, which 
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Quinnell.' physical 


might have been dangerous. If 
their game against Neath on 
Saturday is to be played, it will 
be in Cardiff, too. 

This has left the Americans 
and the Italians kicking their 
heels in Wales this week. Italy 
had hoped to play Caerphilly 
and Llanelli av preparation for 
their meeting with Ireland in 
Dublin on Saturday, bur will 
now go imo the game — their 
last against home unions up- 
position this season — cold. 
The Americans have so few 
opportunities to bring their 
squad together that they seek 
to make” the most of them, 
particularly when their clubs 
are on the midwinter break. 

This tour is. in some ways, 
the first leg of a schedule that 
will be completed when 
Wales, minus their British 
Isles players, send a tour party 
to the Untied States in the 
summer. They are scheduled 
to piav internationals on July 4 
and July 11. games which will 
complete the united States' 
international programme 
after home-and-away Pacific 
Rim games against Canada. 
Hong Kong and Japan. 

Robert Jones, the former 
Walts scrum half, returns io 
ihe Bristol team lo play Wesl 
Hartlepool in the league on 
Saturday. Jones proved his 
recovery frum a prolapsed disc 
and will strengthen a side 
shorn uf Paul Burke and 
David Corkery. the Ireland 
internationals. There will be a 
pitch inspection at Brierley 
Line tomorrow morning, be¬ 
fore Bristol fly north. 
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SQUASH 


Wheat’s damag< 
heart beats at 
compelling tempo 
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Order of the Tug the ultimate handle 


BRYANTS 


VHEN the consultant told 
rhris Wheat that he should 
ilav what sport he could 
nanage. it is probable that 
inooker or a gentle came of 
ricket were considered suit- 
ible sports for a boy with two 
toles in his heart and a 
nedicd record as long as the 
sjew Year's Honuurs List. 
iVheat. though, had other 
ideas, and a measure of his 
mn relentless determination 
to pursue them can be found 
un the main draw for die 
British junior open squash 
championships, which begin 
today in Sheffield. 

Wheat has been drawn to 
meet Morten Sorensen, of 
Denmark, in the first round 
and if. realistically, his 
chances of becoming champi¬ 
on this year are slender, most 
medical opinion would sug¬ 
gest that, by rising through the 
ranks to become one of the 
most promising juniors in the 
country, the miracle has al¬ 
ready been worked. 

For most of the first five 
years of his life, survival was 
about the limir of the Wheat 
family's ambitions for their 
unlv son after a large hole in 
the' ventricle had been diag¬ 
nosed at the age of three 
months. That meant that the 
oxygenated blood was being 
mixed with the deoxygenated 
blood, weakening the frail 
body to such an extent that the 
doctors did not consider an 
operation practical in those 
early years. 

Soon after, a second hole 
was discovered in the same 
section of die heart. An opera- 
scheduled at the age of 


An drew Longmore meets a young player 
for whom ill health served as inspiration 
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two was postponed and again 
rwo years' later when one of 
the two holes had closed. To 
asm plicate matters further. 
Wheat began to suffer from 
epilepsy. For his parents, life 
was one long return ticket to 
the Brompion Hospital and 
da vs inside doctors' surgeries. 

-f could hear the shoosh. 
shoosh’ of the blood going 
through the hole when he was 
Ivina in our bed," Brenda, his 
mother, recalled. "We just 
seemed to go from one thing to 
another, from bad to worse. 
We were on die edge all the 
time. Looking back. I wonder 
how we got through." 

Courage is dearly heredi¬ 
tary in the Wheat family and 
more than once the doctors 
must have looked at the pale 



Wheat: medical miracle 


Second venue needed 
for record entry 


By Colin McQuillan 


IJCH is the international 
tthusiasm for the Co miner¬ 
al Union British junior open 
tampion ships, that the 
quash Rackets Association 
;RA) has been forced to 
love part of the action to a 
econd venue in Sheffield 
rom tomorrow. 

With 433 players from 35 
iations providing the event 
,ith a record entry. Hal¬ 
im shire Squash Club, with 
lew courts built last year with 
otteTy funding, has been 
wrought into action to aug- 
nent the more established 
adlilies at Abbeydale Park. 
"With Scotland hosting its 
unior open on one side of 
Christmas and us long estab¬ 
lished as the first major 
squash event of each year, we 
are the focal point of world 
junior competition," Don 
Sanderson, of the SRA. said. 

There are world champi¬ 
onships at under-19 level for 
boys and girls on alternate 
years, but this is the great 
world gathering for both 
sexes at under-19. under-16 
and under-14 levels. This is 
where we see the first emer- 


world 


gence of the great 
talents to come." 

Certainly, the Drysdale 
Cup. that is offered by the 
RAC club as the trophy for the 
British open under-19 boys 
champion each year, carries 
an impressive list of interna¬ 
tional promise since C. J. Wjl- 
son. of Repton. first took it in 
1926. 

Ahmed Faizy. of Egypt, 
now the world junior champi¬ 
on. has returned to defend the 
under-19 title in Sheffield, 
with Amr Shabana, his youn¬ 
ger compatriot as No 2 seed 
and Karin El Mistekawi, yet 
another Egyptian, sharing 
No 3 seeding with John Rus¬ 
sell. of KenL 

Lee Beachillo, the British 
junior champion, from York¬ 
shire, is just too old to qualify 
this vear. but RusseU gave 
both Faizy and E! Mistekawi 
all sorts of problems in the 
world junior championships 
in Cairo last year. 

Jonathan Kemp, of Shrop¬ 
shire is the No 1 seed for the 
under-16 title, but will be 
threatened by a number of 
talented foreign players. 


little boy before them and 
marvelled at his ability to 
fighL "The consultant said he 
just had something in him 
which told him to liang on and 
that has carried through into 
his squash." Brenda said. 

Even at the age of nearly 18. 
there is not a lot of him, but 
most of Wheat's opponents 
will tell you that, what he lacks 
in power, he makes up Tor in 
mental strength and stamina. 

As the doctors found out. he is 
hard to beaL He is studying 
for his A levels at Colchester 
Sixth Form College, wants to 
become a physio and cannot 
quite work out what ail the 
fuss is about. The doctors still 
hope that the hole will close in 
time. Otherwise, the only lega¬ 
cies of his early illness are the 
biannual visit to the Brompton 
Hospital and the awed curios¬ 
ity of outsiders. 

'"I feel just as fit as everyone 
else." he said. "I’m actually 
known for being very fit I'm 
one of those boring players 
who knocks the ball up and 
down the wall for hours and 
waits for the other chap to 
miss. What's happened to me 
never really comes into it." 

His mother does not forget 
so easily. "The first time I 
realised he was playing seri¬ 
ously — I hadn't watched him 
for a while - I got quite 
frightened at the pace he was 
playing." she said. “1 didn't 
realise how good he was 
getting, but we've never tried 
ro stop him playing." 

The only rule of the house¬ 
hold is that, if Chris should 
feel unwell on court, he should 
shake hands and retire. The 
bond has been broken once, 
during the final of a tourna¬ 
ment in Norfolk. 

"He didn't go for a shot and 
I thought 'there's something 
wrong here.’" Derek, his 
father, said, “but he carried on 
and actually won that game, 
though he lost in the end." 

It turned out that Chris had 
suffered a quickening of the 
heartbeat “1 think I had too 
much caffeine in my blood," 
he said, a disingenuous excuse 
which did not soothe his 
mother’s fears. She, though, is 
the odd one out the non 
squash-player in the family 
that can also boast daughter 
Laura, who played for Essex 
at under-19 level. 

Barely a mile from the 
Wheat’s home is the Lexden 
Squash Club, where Chris 
trains and plays. Del Harris. 
Marline le Moignan and 
Chris Walker have all gradu¬ 
ated to the top rank from the 
thriving little club behind the 
school and. if triumph over 
adversiiy is the criterion for 
future success. Wheal will 
soon join that distinguished 
list of champions. Sorensen 
will doubtless find out today 
that, whatever the doctors 
might say, there is very little 
wrong with Wheat's heart. 


orget die knighthoods and die 
other honours. They are all 
very well For the Damon Hills 
■ and Steven Redgraves; and 
the dubbing of Sir Alec Bedser is a fine 
way ro demonstrate that bowlers, as 
well as batsmen, can win the top 
honours in cricket However, if you 
want to note the achievements of a 
sporting legend with something that is 
really unusual, how about a “com¬ 
memorative character jug"? 

My eye was caught this week by a 
newspaper advertisement for a strictly 
limited edition of "The Dickie Bird 
Character Jug", an eye-catching, some 
might say alarming, piece of pottery, 
designed to commemorate the retire¬ 
ment of the world's best-loved umpire 
It is certainly an extraordinary 
memento. Hand-crafted and painted 
in traditional Royal Doulton style, the 
jug, so the accompanying description 
explained, "captures perfectly the 
warmth and individuality of Dickie s 
character. With a delightful cricket 
bat handle bearing the Test and 
County Cricket Board initials". It 
sounds irresistible at E49.95. 

Finding a suitable way to honour 
sporting heroes is seldom easy. Stat¬ 
ues, gates, plaques, busts ~ all have 
been commissioned to provide a touch 
of immortality to the greats of the 
games field. At Liverpool they marked 
the contribution of Bill Shankly. the 
football manager, with the Shankly 
Gates, erected in 19S4 and bearing the 
message "You'll Never Walk Alone”. 

Such gales at football and cricket 
grounds are popular—W. G. Grace is 
honoured in this way at Lord's — and 
last summer, when they built the new 
Queen's Stand at Epsom, a perma¬ 
nent reminder of Lester Piggott. the 
greatest Derby jockey of them all. was 
added in the form of a paddockside 
iron gateway, decorated with remind¬ 
ers of his winners, through which 
every Derby runner will pass. 

At Highbury, the bust of Herbert 
Chapman, the manager ef Arsenal 
from 1925 to 1934. gazes enigmatically 
across a marbled hall. At the Ifffcy 
Road stadium, in Oxford, a simple 
plaque marks the running of the first 
sub-four-minute mile, by Roger Ban¬ 
nister in 1954. In Clapham. you can 
wander through Tessa Sanderson 
Place and Daley Thompson Way. 

There are many ways to remember 
a champion and the indestructible 
memento of fleeting sporting glory 
has a Long history. The Ancient 
Greeks, who kept their Olympic 
Games going for more than a thou¬ 
sand years, used to encourage their 
victors to erect bronze statues of 
themselves. . ... 

It was an example followed by the 
Romans, and the Emperor Nero 
proudly placed an effigy of himself as 
a champion outside the biggest gym¬ 
nasium in Rome, where it stood until 
it was struck by lightning and reduced 
to a shapeless lump of bronze. 

Today statues are reckoned to be 
even better than a commemorative 
character mug when h comes to 
saluting a legend. A statue of Fred 
Perry, the former Wimbledon champi¬ 
on, stands proudly outside the All 
England Club. In Helsinki, a bronze 
statue of Paavo Nurmi, the greatest 
Finnish runner of all. strides for ever 
outside the Olympic stadium. 

In Newcastle upon Tyne, a statue ol 
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Biri. the umpire, and to commemon.tive jug thsl holds him up as one of the great character 

- Bird managed to avoid death threats 


Jackie Mfiburn, the football legend, 
has been a target for vandals, jokers 
and souvenir-hunters, who like to 
steal the ball. Graham Gooch, when 
he was England cricket captain back 
in 1992. unveiled a 10ft statue of 
himself in Chelmsford. Essex. 

However, suggestions that there 
should be a statue of Paul .Gascoigne, 
in Trafalgar Square were firmly 
kicked into touch this summer 
because it was reckoned that nobody 
will remember him 50 years from 

There is always the danger that the 
sporting memento may be reduced to 
the sad and cheap souvenir. These 
days you can buy a lifcsize cardboard 
cut-out of Smart Pearce, the Notting¬ 


ham Forest defender, for E19.99. 
Liverpool oven gloves will cost you 
E4J99, a bottle of Manchester United 
whisky £10.99 and a bar of Southamp¬ 
ton soap 99p. . . , 

Honouring an umpire is, of course, 
unusual, though Bind is an unusual,, 
even eccentric,character. Umpiresare 
more often criticised or even abused. 

There is a record of one umpire 
being ducked in a pond after giving an 
unsatisfactory derision m a game 
between Benenden and Pens hurst m 
1892. On another occasion, in 1977, 
three students at Karachi College 
were charged with killing an umpire 
during a friendly school match after 
he had refused to reverse a decision. 

Though he had a colourful career, 
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A microphone is a reminder of 
the voice of cricket, Johnston 


Biro mauageu iv aiwu . r~r 

and duckings and, after overseeing 66 
Test matches, he was transformed 
from a cricket umpire to something of 
a lovable national treasure. 

An emotional man, he has already 
been appointed .MBE. He wept when 
hecoljected his medal from the palace.; 
He fras been bonoared. too, with an-;: 
appearance on Desert _ Island Discs 
and wept as he chose his records. His 
reaction to the creation of his charac¬ 
ter jug has not yet been recorded. 

Bird is not afcme in being 
immortalised by the makers of foe 
character jug. He is joined by English 
cricket’s greatest legend — the “W. G. 
Grace Character Jug", which boasts 
details including the famous MCC 
cap and “tinges of grey in the giant’s 
beard”. 

There is, too, a " Johnners Character 
Jug", commemorating Brian John¬ 
ston. the immortal voice of cricket. 
The handle of this one is made up of a 
microphone, a cricket ball and a bail. 
These cricketing greats are comple¬ 
mented by a jug dedicated to Henry 
Cooper, the heavyweight boxer, on 
which the handle is fashioned from 
boxing gloves and a Lonsdale belL 
Collectors’ items all, this is a select 

band, more exclusive than any team of 

sporting knights. For when it comes to 
honouring sportsmen, it is hard to 
beat the aristocracy of the “comroemo- 

. .rative character jug" 

Cooper joined an exclusive dub 
with this recreation in day 
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CRICKET 

Newport on 
road to 
recovery 

HIL NEWPORT, the Wor- 
stershire and former Eng- 
ind seam bowler, is confident 
ut he will be fit for die start 
r the 1997 season as he starts 
fhabilitation after an opera- 
on to cure an Achilles tendon 
ljury. 

Newport, one of the key 
gures in the glory years of the 
nn Botham era. missed rwo 
tiirds of last season after 
leing struck down with the 
U: hi lies trouble. 

Newport, who has played in 
hrce Test matches, said:"Last 
eason was frustrating and 
was the first long spell 1 have 
lad out of action for seven 
/ears. When you've probably 
jot three or four years left at 
the most in your career, the 
last thing you want is to be out 
of action. 

“I had six weeks' recuperat¬ 
ing after the operation, but I 
have started doing work in the 
gymnasium, bike work, jog¬ 
ging and so on and am 
gradually easing back into 
things. 

“The big test will come later 
this month when winter nets 
get underway and there is a 
big difference between doing 
gymnasium work and bowl¬ 
ing fiat out, but rhings are 
going well. 

“I have to be careful not to 
overdo things too soon, but l 
would say I am hopeful of 
being fit and ready to start the 
new season in April.” 


GOLF: SCHOFIELD PAYS TRIBUTE TOWAY SPANIARDS ARE PREPARING FO R CLASH WITH AMERICANS 

Patino dismisses ‘unfair’ Ryder Cup criticism 

. .. lor-iriin When he was the when more criticisms wert 


CYCUNG 


Bv John Hopkins 

GOLF CORRESPONDENT 

JAIME ORTfZ-PATlNO. the 
president of Valderrama Golf 
Club, and Ken Schofield, the 
executive direcior of the PGA 
European Tour, yesterday re¬ 
sponded angrily to recent crin- 
cisms of Spain, the host 
country for the 1997 Ryder 
Cup, the course at Valderrama 
over which the biennial com¬ 
petition against the United 
States will be played, and 
arrangements concerning the 
match to be played from 
September 2b to 28. 

“The premise that Spain 
can’t organise a raffle is ridic¬ 
ulous." Patino said, speaking 
from his home near Valder¬ 
rama. ten miles easi of Gibral¬ 
tar. “There have been far too 


many comments to that effect 
lately and now l*ve had 
enough. This really is a bit 
much. It is easy to criticise. We 
are doing our best under the 
circumstances. We have to 
pull together. 

“Spain has made a wonder¬ 
ful contribution to golf in 
Europe and any suggestion 
that it is not capable of staging 
ihis event is absurd and 
insulting. . . 

“It has been our objective 
from day one to run the best 
passible Ryder Cup and from 
the quality of the venue 
to die attention to detail 
that is being shown. Every¬ 
thing that needs to be done is 
being done.” . t 

The reference to Spains 
organisational abilities was 
originally made by Tony 


Jacklin, when he was the 
Ryder Cup captain of the 
Europe team in the mid- 
Eighries. The phrase has often 
been repeated, much to the 
chagrin of the Spaniards, and, 



Patino: upset 


when more criticisms were 
made in a recent issue of a 
weekly American golf maga¬ 
zine. it was sufficient to force 
Patino to respond. 

"Do we have to keep re¬ 
minding everybody that the 
World Cup soccer and Expo 92 
were enormously successful 
and that the Barcelona Olym¬ 
pics were among the most 
successful Games held any¬ 
where?” Patino asked. “No 
other country has hosted three 
such events in such a short 
timespan. 

"Grandstand viewing will 
be provided for up to 11.000 
spectators and. for the first 
time at a golf tournament, 
there will be three jumbo 
screens enabling spectators to 
follow the action as it unfolds 
elsewhere on the course. 


“As to the criticism of a lack 
of hotel rooms within the 
immediate vicinity, let me 
point out that at Oak Hill in 
1995. people were staying in 
Buffalo. 1*2 hours away. and. 
at Kiawah Island for the 1991 
match, spectators had to come 
from Charleston, which was 
lb hours’drive. 

"Why do people pick cm 
Valderrama and say they ex¬ 
pect to be able to stay in a five- 
star hotel within a few 
minutes drive. They didn’t 
complain in 1995 or 1991. 
Why start complaining 
now?" 

Patino said that the stones 
of fake Ryder Cup tickets 
being already in circulation 
were untrue. The tickets have 
not yet been printed, he 
said. 


Boardman lists his 
new year priorities *. 


By Peter Bryan 


ROWING: EVENTS TENTH ANNIVERSARY OFFERS CHANCE TO DEVELOP QUALITY OF COMPETITION 

Henley women’s regatta seeks to attract sponsors 

_w Airman, sees soonsorship as the anniversaries. The sponsorship car 


By Mike Rosewell 

A FEATURE of British rowing in the 
past ten years has been the growth of 
women's participation. The vast 
majority of the 250 rowing dubs now 
allow women not only across their 
portals but also into their boats, with 
many, such as Thames Rowing Club, 
more than doubling their regatta 
successes as a consequence. 

Another feature of this decade has 
been the rise of Henley women's 
regatta, which celebrates its tenth 


anniversary this year fJune 21 and 22) 
and is mounting a serious push tor 
sponsorship for the firet time in its 
history. Since humble beginnings in 
1988, the event has grown to a become 
a highlight of the rowing calendar, 
attracting crews from the United 
Kingdom, the United Stales. Europe 

and South Africa. 

Henley Royal Regatta - the other, 
longer established, mainly male, sum¬ 
mer highlight on the Henley reach- 
has always resisted sponsorship, but 
Margaret Adams, the women's Hen¬ 


ley chairman, sees sponsorship as the 
route to greater things. “We are at that 

stage of our development where we 

need external funding to enable us to 
widen the scope of our activities to 
offer competitors the bed." she said. 

The push for support for the tenth 
birthday of the women’s Henley 
coincides with the year that women’s 
rowing in this country celebrates its 
centenary, and the regatta organisers 
are planning several special events, 
including an international university 
challenge race, to celebrate both 


anniversaries. The sponsorship cam¬ 
paign, mounted by Bern do and Com¬ 
pany, aims to raise E30.000 a year for 
the next three years. 

For the past eight years British 
rawing has effectively been led by a 

woman with Di Ellis being chairman 
of the powerful executive - committee of 
the Amateur Rowing Association. 
Ellis said yesterday: “We must have 
world-class events to attract world- 
class competition, investment in wom¬ 
en's Henley will identify talented 
competitors for a golden muteuuum.* 


THERE is good news for 
somebody among the world’s 
top pursuiters: Chris Board- 
man will not defend his 4.000 
metres world title in Perth. 
Australia, in August. That was 
the first event to be scrubbed 
from his 1997 racing pro¬ 
gramme. which he has just 
agreed with Roger Legeay. his 
Gan team director. 

Instead, Boardman will con¬ 
centrate on road events and 
yesterday confirmed his-three 
main targets: the Tour de 
France, his debut In the Tour 
of Spain, followed, ten days 
later, by the world time-trial 
championship., in San Sebas¬ 
tian in October. 

Along the way there will be 
a demanding series of conti¬ 
nental races, each planned to 
prepare Boardman, 28, from 
the Wirral, for . his chosen 
targets: ! 

Boardman, in optimistic 
mood, said: “Irs been hard in 
recent weeks to get the motiva¬ 
tion for the necessary four or 
even six hours daily training 
rides, so often on my own. 
Now, however, ft’s starting to 
build up." 

Later this month Boardman 
plans to remedy the loneliness 
of the longdistance rider. He 
is drawing up'a route, for a 
seven-day mini tour of Great 
Britain training ride and will 
invite many of the country's 
top riders to join him on what 


p r omise to be punishing ses¬ 
sions in the saddle. 

For the unfit, however, there 
will be a following vehicle to 
ease the pain. “I need to have a 
week’s hard fat-buriting ses¬ 
sion before I start my pro" 
gramme in Europe.” he said. 

The lesson he learnt from 
last year — when he won an 
Olympic bronze medal in the 
time-trial and later silver in 
the world championship event 
against the clock — was that 

the Tour of Spain, now the last 

main tour of the season. couM 
give him the edge to regain die 
world time-trial title that .he 
first won in 1994. 

Boardman starts his racing 
season later than usual and 
misses the. Tour of the Medi¬ 
terranean in February - and 
expects to-share leadership ol 
his Gan team during his Tour 
de F?ance build-up with 
Frederic Moncassin. ' 

□ Snow and ice wreaked hav- 
oc- wiih-the traditional New 
Year's Day time-trial pro¬ 
gramme.including the cancel- , 
lation of the Southbo rough 
and.Qistrict ten-mile event ar 
Bethersden, Kent - - 
The.CC Cardiff 8£ miles 
trial was the only event- to be 
. held —.-a light- fall of snow, 
holdmgoff until the last rider 
hitofimsltod. The winrtw.'foF 
the fourth ; ye 2 tf. ia speoessfop. . 
was^,.- Qalin. .Wallace, ...of 
Hirwauit. . •. : . • ' 
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A SHORTLIST of candidates 
for the Tote ■ chairmanship, 
which mdades a. descendant 
of .Admiral; RouSi ^ .firet 
"dictator" of th& twf 

Chosen and applicants wiU be ■ 
interviewed within the" next 
' thft* weeks. ’ -1 • • •••:'* ; 

The select group ofrunpers 
for the E75,OOOa-year pest, 
TteldJjy LordWyatt :bftMfefckti 

■ 976, will each have a50> _ 
. minute hearing before - a 

Home Office sippmritei'partd. ■ 
lord Hajtingttmt, the driving. 
force behind the creation oftfafc 
. British tforeiTiaicn^i _ Buar$£ 
HBHB), is one of four numbers 
of the interviewing team. 

Speculation over who jias . 
applied for oneof racing*? k ey~ 
; appointments has been rife for. 
weeks and. - aMau g farfl y,firto»| 

; list contains seme weS-touted; 
racing names.hisimcfcrstotxl; 
there are also at .least two 
•.. former government' aunistecs, 
— and a dark horse. 

Ueuienant-General SirWat- 
iiam Rous was a. member of . 
the -Anny Board until Iris; 
retirement last July':and as 
Quarter-Master General his 
responsibilities indudedthe 
key role of anny: lr^aiticS. 
Willie Rous, ashe.prefMlobe 
. known, is 57 and lives in West 
Sussex.' " • •. ~ 

■ A lifclonginterest iti racing 
; - is underpinned by- being the 

great nephew' of Admiral 
Rous, probably the most fain- 




r.. U A 

ous of all Turf administrators 
and re fo rmer Mw^bhimaS- 

; q iI877.' 

today. n.'-v-.; ■ 

Ullswateiv : a^pxmer 
-Wmanfogjace- 
' ;gOT3 ft ; isundersiood tcrb&orie 


§egBto--taiw.imie. the. Tote 
sfiotflEsk .Aged"M^: was 

' gtWrithnwinff chief whip in the 
I.JHtaase rf Lends before serving 
■^a&gfi 'efwmtex^^nMhister. 

as' 

a. juniorjhinisterja uk Qo- 
pshftnent' of' NaikiHsd' Heri¬ 
tage..,: is /&e' jepdnd. p«r. 
rbebCped ep 

■The 1 three radngfeididates 
ari£*iKa(fcd^hy;<tffiisa^*er 
Spprborg, S?, who - bas made 
-little secret#. lias w w tp riant 
'theTote andbpasts arihnpresf. 

cotn^-jjSiri^ 

■ and Epsorakhe H&sccvm on 
the Horserace Ba^fogfevy - 
Board and is a director of dae 
ToteandfiHB. Infidaitum, he 
is *wdl‘w£ardetf 4»Ihe City 
;aadjja4 bf^respapdfole.f# 

_• the tatnaroand m foe fortunes 
ctfH^br^Cwni^ywide ’ 

weQ versed m racing finances 
ahjtf^ic^ifii^Theforaidiprea- 
deffioftheRftce^ieScOwners’ 



is also on the 
on the Levy 
iMftOiiari. -& the BHB‘5 
Hie 'Tote board. 
HteiS^ioriecfor of Omnicom, 
jbeZr wotfenf second largest 
adyri|tKmg r group, and was 
ae^flBsfl^. forJstartiM the 
statistical puhEcaticm Train- 
efr&egtorri. . 

firaM^Geririal Guy- Wat- 
, ^ returned to England 

inMafcafter serving as chief 
of the Rtyal Hong 
•^po^-Mat Q»b -for ten 
'fe-Mhg his time in die 
and;be«ix« has 
. Copied. A^Tote-riyte mca>Q{»- 
^' operates 'in the cotooy, 
;'§|?kh.:@yes him first-hand 
^e^neode of pod betting, 

- A total of 62' applied for the 
3b-day*week jd> and. it is- 
thourfri likdy ihe shortlist 
could include up to eight 
*a$nes ~ widi other prtiti- 
dims as possibUities. 

The composition of the 
Hone OfBcrpaneJ, which will 
interview the candidates and 
make recommendations to 
Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, is significant Sir 
Kicbaid Wilson, the perma- 
hent -secremry at the Home 
Offi ce, who received, his 
~lpighdio&d in the New Years 
honours fist, will be joined by 
-Garofiaie Sindair. whose civil 
service tide is straight OQt of 
foe pages of Yes Minister. She 
is dnectar of the constitutional 
a oA community policy direc¬ 
torate, whose responsibilities 
include liquor and gambling. 

Apart /'from' Lord Hart- 
tngton, dm other, outsider is 

FnuusesHeahxvahamstrirby j 

traijung, who worked in the 
Treasury before jobing haz¬ 
ard :* Brothers. where she is 
corporate finance director. For 
two -years, she was director 
generalof theTalceover Panel. 

After interviewing the can¬ 
didates, foe four are likely to 
Suggest up to three names to 
, Michael Howard, with a 
strong steer as to their prefer¬ 
ence. With^Wyaftsdieduled to 
retire at the end of April fold 
general election fever increas¬ 
ing by the week, a decision on 
■his successor is. likely .to-be 
made quickly. 
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BaQard Lady, right, defies Arctic conditions to land the six-furlong fillies* handicap at Southwell yesterday 

Channel 4 books Lingfield for Saturday 


ALL-WEATHER raring at 
Lingfield could be televised 
live by Channel 4 on Satur¬ 
day. The station has put the 
meeting on standby for cover¬ 
age should the Sandown card 
fall to the weather, as 
expoaeA. 

Andrew Franklin, the exec¬ 
utive producer of Channel 4 
Racing, said: “We plan to 
show the last four races. The 
entire team will be at 
lingfield. and we will also 


Southwell 

Going: stinted 

12L35 (71J1. ANONYM (I BnntfriL 16-H; 
2, Sion Lodger (S Sanders. 5-2): 3. Sea 
Dwd A ChamccK. 12-1) ALSO RAN: 6-4 
tw rtgh AwNwn. B Rambo wacer (S*hl. 
It Line Am -(BHtJ. 14 Sandown. 16 
Sonfeda Kale. SO OcfflOon, &dy-Arm- 
areng.50Havanafcfcat 14th) Ilian 11.W, 
41 a. rfc. D Nichols aSTHrsk. Tote £20 40. 
Earn.'£1.10. £240 OP: £4150 Trio 
£76.60. CSP: £5655. 

UB |1m 3fl 1. FRESH PRUT DAILY 
(Angela Gattnore. 6-1); Z Honor Golf 
Emm fP Fessey, 4-1); 3, Tantjm (D 
GrtSfa, 32-1) ALSO RAN: 6-4 fav 
. Prophets Honour (SIW). 7 Drslw Dtamond 
ffltfrl. iatapek (6tf«. ZS Bnel Shan <4Jh), 
The OddUow. 33 Nana's Babxj. 50 
Acortsus Dukas. . 10 ran 121. 2W. H. ftl 
121 P Kefiemyai Newmaricet Tote. £6.00: 
£220. £1.60. Cl 60 DF- £11Sa Tno: 
£21 Jtt CSF- £29.22 


present The Morning Line 
from there. It will be the first 
time Channel 4 has been to 
Lingfield since December, 
1985." 

Lingfield is also due to host 
a jumps fixture tomorrow but 
the chance of racing is slim. 
An inspection wifi be held at 
the track, and the other sched¬ 
uled cards at Sedgefield and 
Towcester. at 930am today. 

Conditions have deteriorat¬ 
ed at Sandown and foe stew¬ 


ards will be out to look at ihe 
course at 530pm today. The 
derk of the course. Andrew 
Cooper, said: “The track is 
frozen. We have a long way to 
go before we can race and 
there appears no hope in the 
forecast" 

Prospects for the prestige 
jumps meeting at Haydock on 
Saturday were described yes¬ 
terday as “bleak" by the clerk 
of the course. Philip Ark¬ 
wright who has called for an 


ITS RESULTS 


1.35 (7fl 1. DAHfYAH IS SandOT. 7-1 1 . 2 
Awesome Ifanturo/OPtm. 9-2): 3 Sneer 
Mite |N Adams. 7-H ALSO RAN 11-4 kw 
Deeply Vale |5lh]. 13-2 Paint It ESao I4U--1,3 
Chfibang Bang. iDWartn»a.20f^trenie,25 
JO/Bevetod. 33 Seandn. 40 Kwostai (Gh|. 
11 ran 4L 'll. W, VI, lWi B Smart as 
Lamboum Tore. £950 £2SO.£2 lO.ElfiO 
DF: £1950 Tna£44 90 CSF. £3605 
2-05 <6ft 1. BALLARD LADY <J ErafnW. 6-11 
Z Kbpeipnga (J Stack, lo-l i. 3. Qi La High 
ID Stweney 52 t»l ALSO RAN 5 Naper 
Siar. 7 Anria'» Coroecsa i5»i). 8 Honcytaa. 
11 BelnitoBtue |4#il. 14 Juha. IB Time Clash 
fBBhj. SO Maysimp 10 ran. MR Justtarme- 
recom Shashi Hd. 1 »l. II. 3Hil. a J 
W«rwilTW ai MaHort. Tale £610 £200. 
f44a£l 10 DF £3090 T no £5)20 CSF 
£7227 TitaBtt £21246 Shashi (6-1| wdh- 
drtnm. not under oniere — rule 4 appSes ip 
aflbeB, (tedijer 10pm poem 
240 fflm) 1.G0USB4 HADEER [AOartt.7-2 
lav). 2 FtocndUwer (Iona Wends, 11-H.3. 
Master FoodbroOer fS WWwmrtn. 10-1) 
ALSO RAN 4 9w Command |pu), VJhfte 
VWltw (4th), 9-2 £We Bfcs, 7«lWJm Warns 


(Km. a Ground 33 Tee Tee Too 
-Sn; 9nr- IT*. -I 1W. r*. os* MRranai 
Nsr.-nan-e-. To* E3SC £1 40. £290 £5 10 
CF £.1270 Tic £74 50 CSF £3735 
rrcasM2225fc 

3.10 >imi 1 ROYAL ROULETTE 1C Webb. 
7-);. 2 DM-mondEyre TUappm 3-1 te»»;3 
Head Gal © VcKfO^n 5-1) ALSO RAM. 
100-Si Bii-rrt iSr- 6 Chaseiown Flyer 
(4m. 7 Berfose. * inSan Rapine. 25 
Pameaa Bo» Stare Cl Odd IOW 50 
&2yean 10 ran NR Han Down. 1i. S. 1-41. 
M ns S A'oocs ai Naomarket Two 
£1030 £2.50. £160 £1 to DF £2640 
Tr.o £2520 CSF £2877 NdW 
3.40 (lir) 1. GOING FOR BROKE (S 
Sandersi. 9-11.2. Rrtchincha fAClarti. 11-4). 
3 Skelton Soveretrat ® GrtflUhs,. 6-1i 
ALSO RAN: 13-6 lev Fasi Spir. (41h). 5 As-tt 
1501). 8 War’ll f6lh) 6 iar. 41.31. 71. 

71. '-.1 P Haslam ai MidCteham Tow £930. 
£1 00. £210 DF £26 40 CSF-£3234 
Jecfcpor not won (pool at Cio.7BZ.4fi 
carried toward to LmgBeU Parti today). 
Plocepot £9670. Ouadpot £30.30 


inspection at 3.00pm today. 
“The frost is now sealed in 
with a layer of snow, so we 
will need an extraordinary 
change in conditions to race," 
he said. 

Musselburgh had hoped to 
stage the first jumps raring of 
foe new year on Saturday, but 
four inches of snow have left 
foe fixture in serious doubL 
Officials will inspect at 
3.00pm today. The Warwick 
card on foe same day is in 
grave doubt with foe course 
snowbound and frozen. The 
time of an inspection has yet 
to be announced. 

The absence of racing on 
turf is likely to continue until 
foe middle of next week at foe 
earliest There is an all-wea¬ 
ther card every day. 


TOMORROWS MEETINGS 

SOUTHWELL- all-v»ath« 
LINGFIELD: 9.30am today {frozen) 
SE D GEFIELD: V JOem today (Know) 
TOWCESTER: 9.30am today (frozen). 

SATURDAY 

HAYDOCK: 3 00pm today (frozen! 
SANDOWN: 3 30pm today (frozen) 
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Yet Again 
to make 
fitness 
count 

By Richard Evans 

WITH the freeing condi¬ 
tions hindering many 
trainers’ attempts to gel 
their horses fit runners 
with a recenr race under 
their belt have a potential 
advantage — and Thai 
could prove ihe key to 
unpicking a competitive 
all-weather card at Ung- 
field today. 

Yet Again successfully 
convened improved form 
over hurdles to foe all- 
weather at foe Surrey track 
on Monday and won easily 
enough to suggest a 51b 
penally will nof stop Gay 
Kel lew ay's runner follow¬ 
ing up in the Roiling Stone 
Handicap (3.50). 

Effervescence was ano¬ 
ther Monday winner who 
won with something in 
hand, and he looks capable 
of completing a quick tre- 

T RICHARDEVANS 


Nap: CAPTAIN CARAT 
{2.50 Lingfield Park) 
Next best Yet Again 
030 Lingfield Park) 


hie in the Bird In The 
Hand Handicap 1X20). 

Forgotten Times, who 
finished almost four 
lengths behind the Richard 
Hannon-trained favourite 
is no better off at the 
weights and looks held, 
while Eager To Please, 
third to Just Loui on Tues¬ 
day. must improve to trou¬ 
ble the top weight. 

There is a world of 
difference between the rac¬ 
ing surfaces at Wolver¬ 
hampton and lingfield. 
but it could be worth 
risking that Captain Carat 
will adapt to today's faster 
surface in the Too Many 
Cooks Handicap 12.50) 
after a most encouraging 
effort at the slower Mid¬ 
lands track last Saturday, 

Having his first run on 
foe all-weather for nearly 
three years, he finished 
strongly over five furlongs 
after being hampered early 
on and should be suited by 
today's extra distance. 
Sharp Imp looks the main 
rival. 
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MANY HANDS LOirrED STAKES {£2.507: 1m Z) (8 runners} 
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1.20 Misty Cay - ' 2£CKJaptefo'C5aott •'r, J > 

1.50NakhaJ r .. . 

2.20 Quiet Arch • •. • .. r -:; • • 

The Times. Private Hantficappttr’sfe^ 
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GOING: STANDARD 
TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


DRAW: 6F-1M, MJWNUMfiffiS BEST 

••••• 


1.20sTlTCffWTlireCUIiyUN6SrAI(ES',. ; - 

( 3 -Y-O: ? 2 ,T 7 S: 1 rn) (9 runners) . v;!'' - -'• ‘ 

mi (9) 011686 - 5«WWmC1Wta®tSteBfl4lIBlhUflM» 

102 181 OBDOS- KWhOTORW IRK 13 (0Mwl A Moor 8-5_-—-i—- 

103 (71 158604- MSTVCAY48^(HfrAtW* **^* 

104 30M4O- awr^0BC»i9JTliWMMJNB»J 

105 m 0604Q- saiaoi«37UBM«arw^uHgiw6-T «• 

HB-: 'PJ 0020- VBWDSTS Sri B1 J*«y«rfina»9 J SagH W^»ft**" »‘ 
107 m 568»- LlYJ«BJK7<Aa»BW)flSJ«M Mfl---— 
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islj^ Sheehan on bridge 

By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

The besi British performance at foe Olympiad was by Heather 
Dhondy and liz McGowan, who will be playing in the 1997 
Macallan international pairs. They joined up with four 
Icelanders for the mixed teams and won foe gold medal. Liz 
McGowan had to play this critical hand in the final: 

Dealer Wist Love all JMFs 

*4 

VAK652 
♦ K3 

497643 


*976 

*097 

*0109842 



*1085 
* J 108 43 
*J 

401052 


4 A K Q J 32 
V — 

* A7 6 5 
4 A K 8 


w 

N 

E 

5 

Pan 

1 H 

Pass 

1 S 

Pna 

2C 

Pass 

2D 

Double 

3 C 

Pass 

4 NT 

Pass 

All pass 

SC 

Pass 

7MT 

Contract 7 NT 


Laaefc Tan of Oku 


Presumably Five Clubs aver 
4 NT showed one ace. Seven 
No-Trumps is not a good 
contract as there is little 
communication for squeeze 
play, and, as West had dou¬ 
bled Two Diamonds, that 
made prospects worse — with¬ 
out the double, a diamond- 
club squeeze against East 
would seem foe best chance. 

Anyway. McGowan had to 
win foe diamond in hand, or 
rise there was no communica¬ 
tion at all- She played off all 
her spades, ihrowing three 
dubs and two hearts from 
dummy. East's three discards 
were a dub and two hearts. 

Now, when McGowan 
crossed to dummy with the 
king of diamonds, East had to 
guess whether to keep three 
dubs or three hearts. If dedar- 
er had one heart and two 
dubs. East had to keep force 


hearts, as West could have 
only two. That is the hand that 
East played for. and so dis¬ 
carded a second dub. Thus, 
after foe ace and lung of 
hearts. McGowan took Ihe 
last three tricks in dubs to 
moke foe contract, ff she had 
gone off, the Americans would 
have won the match, and the 
gold medal. 

□ Several reigning world 
champions are among the 16 
pairs who will be playing in 
the Macallan international 
pairs 1997 (January 22 to 24. at 
The While House Hotel. Alba¬ 
ny Street, London, NWI). You 
can watch at ihe tables or in 
ihe Viewgraph theatre. Infor¬ 
mation: 0I8I-87S 5844. 

O Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


WORD-WATCHING 
By Philip Howard 


» -160 • M J 0*10 


COPINTANK 

a. A primitive foink-fcank 

b. Asugarloafhai 

c. A saddler's stud - 

REMPLISSAGE 

a. JRevictu ailing 

b. A cargo 

a padding 


CABALUNE 

a. Conspiratorial 

b. Horsey 

c. A purple dye 
MOLIMINOUS 

a. Very small 

b. Threatening moles 

c. Momentous 

Answers on page 37 



Keene on chess 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Missed mates 

Even at grandmaster level, 
there are sometimes extraordi¬ 
nary missed chances. In the 
fourth round of the tourna¬ 
ment at Hastings. Glenn FI ear 
missed three opportunities to 
force checkmate against Mich¬ 
ael Adams and had to agree a 
draw. The game follows, 
showing where all three 
checkmates were overlooked. 
White: Glenn Flear 
Black: Michael Adams 
Hastings, January 1997 
Bogo-Iadian Defence 

1 d4 Nffi 

2 c4 «C 

3 g3 Bb4+ 

4 BU2 Qe7 

5 Bg2 Nc6 

6 e3 eS 

7 dS B*d2+ 

0 Qxd2 NbB 

9 Nc3 06 

10 h3 aS 

11 Nge2 Na6 

12 g4 Nd7 

13 Ng3 Nto6 

14 b3 gG 

15 CM3-0 NcS 

16 14 a4 

17 Kb2 Bd7 

16 Nge4 Nxe4 

19 N*e4 t5 

20 gxi5 Bxt5 

21 Nc3 0-0 

22 Rhli exf4 

23 Rxf4 g5 

24 Rt2 Bg6 

26 Rdll Rxf2 

26 IW2 Nd7 

?7 Od4 Nc5 

28 e4 Cig7 

29 Qxg7+ Kxg7 

30 Kc2 axM+ 

31 axb3 Ra3 

32 b4 B©4+ 

33 K02 B*g2 

34 bw5 Bxh3 

35 ocd6 cmJ6 

36 NbS Ra6 

37 Ke3 H5 

3B Kd4 04 

39 Nc7 Ral 


40 Ne6+ Kg6 

41 Rt8 Rd1 + 

42 Ke3 B11 

43 N14+ Kg7 

44 BI5 Bxc4 

45 Rxh5 Re1 + 

46 Kd4 b6 

47 Ne6+ K17 

4B Bh7+ Ke8 

49 Rg7 Rgl 

50 Nc7- KriB 

51 Kc3 Kc8 

52 Kb4 £)3 

53 Ka5 W 

54 Kb6 Bxd5 

55 Nxd5 b3 

56 MG Kd8 

Diagram for position 
after Black's 56th move 



b c d a ( g h 


57 Rd7+ KcB 

56 Rg7 Kdfi 

59 Rd7+ KcB 

60 Rg7 draw agf«-d 

In the diagram position. 
White could have mated in 
two moves with 57. Kb7 and 
58, Rd7 mate. Having missed 
that, on move 5S. he could 
have forced checkmate with 
58. Re7. On move 59. he again 
had the same opportunity for 
mate as at move 57, eg, 59, 
Kb7. 

Hastings leaders 

After four rounds, leading 
scores at Hastings are as 
follows: Hebden, Nunn and 
Rozentaiis 3pts: lalic, Movses- 
sian and XieJunih. 

□ Raymond Keene writes 
Monday to Friday in Sport 
and in Weekend on Sarurday. 


; 

By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from the game Taulbur — 
Cramling, Norway, 1981. Here 
White found an ingenious way 
to exploit his pressure .along 
foe e-file. What did he play? 

Solution on page 37 
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A monthly column from the 
security and detection agency 


LOW RISK 


SEVERAL caijackings have 
been reported near the Eco¬ 
nomic and Technical Develop¬ 
ment Zone at Dalian in 
Northeast China. Wedding 
parties held near the interna¬ 
tional airport in Kuwait have 
posed a danger to air traffic as 
revellers fire guns into the air. 
Several airlines have recently 
altered course to avoid ran¬ 
dom gunfire. 


MODERATEHISK 


A TOURIST convoy was fired 
on in Northern Kenya fate fast 
month by cattle rustlers who 
mistook their vehicles for 
those of security forces. One 
foreign tourist was killed. 


HIGH RISK 


ACCORDING to diplomatic 
sources a drug-resistant form 
of malaria has returned to 
eastern India, around Calcut¬ 
ta. Eastern Zaire could re¬ 
main unstable for the near 
future as the Government 
prepares to launch a counter¬ 
attack against Tutsi rebels 
holding a 300-mile front. Ten¬ 
sions remain high in the West 
Bank city of' Hebron in 
Palestine. 


| y TgWSjCW PAT^ 


JANUARY 6 is the 34th anni¬ 
versary of the founding of 
Colombia's National Libera¬ 
tion Army (ELN) a date nor¬ 
mally commemorated by 
attacks. January 9 is the 33rd 
anniversary of “martyrs' day 
in Panama when nationalists 
clashed with US forces. Univ¬ 
ersity students opposed to the 
possible maintaining of US 
bases in the country are likely 
to mark the occasion with 
protests which could turn 
violent. India’s Republic Day 
on Januaty 26 is traditionally 
accompanied by Kashmiri 
separatist violence. January 
30 is the 64th anniversary of 
Hitler’s assumption to Ger¬ 
many’s chancellorship and 
neo-Nazis are likely to stage 
commemorative rallies. 

Pinkerton 0181-1248884 


Summer holidays sell out 


By Harvey Elliott 


MANY of Britain* favourite 
foreign summer holiday re¬ 
sorts will be sold out within 
the next six weeks after a 
record-breaking post-Christ¬ 
mas bookings rush. 

Travel agents say sales are 
up at least 25 per cent on the 
same rime last year with more 
than two million people al¬ 
ready reserving their favourite 
hotel. 

Ian Smith, managing direc¬ 
tor of the biggest travel agency 
chain Lunn Pol)', said that 
summer holiday bookings to 
Minorca were up 59 per cent 
up on last year, the Algarve 
was up 57 per cent up and the 
Caribbean up 54 per cent 

“If die trend continues we 
will have sold out of all these 
destinations try the middle of 
March," he said. 

The travel industry is noto¬ 
rious for “hyping" sales imm¬ 
ediately after Christmas but 
this year their optimism is 
justified by the statistics. 
When the industry offered 
more holidays than people 
were prepared to buy, a grow¬ 
ing number waited to the last 
moment — then snapped up 
cut-price holidays, which tour 
operators were forced to off¬ 
load almost at any price. 

Last year, however, one 
million fewer holidays were 
offered for sale, pushing up 
prices by 18 per cent Thou¬ 
sands erf would-be holiday¬ 
makers. who had held back, 
were then told there was 
nothing available. 

This year, despite increas¬ 
ing demand, the same number 
of holidays is being offered 
again, linked ro big discounts 
for anyone prepared to book 
early. Now the industry is 
predicting that last-minute 
prices will rise by a further 15 
per cent to reach an average of 
£325 per person — 30 per cent 
higher than two years ago. 


By offering cut-price deals 
early, tour operators can keep 
control of the number of 
aircraft seats and hotel rooms 
they need to sell, and ensure 
that they are nor forced info 
last-minute giveaways. 

Going Places, die second 
biggest travel agency chain, 
say 900,000 fewer last-minute 
holidays will be available this 
year, thus prices are bound to 
be higher, boosting profits. 

“For the first time in many 
years it will be cheaper to take 
advantage of early booking 
deals in January rather than 
waiting for last-minute bar¬ 
gains.” said Brier Shanks, the 
commercial director of Going 
Places. 

“The industry is committed 
to not increasing the number 
of holidays next year. Take a 
deal and bode now or risk 
losing out altogether.” 

Malcolm Hewitt president 
and group managing director 
of AT Mays travel agency 
chain, which like his rivals is 
offering sayings of up to 25 per 
cent on holidays bowed now, 
also said that the warnings of 
summer shortages were real. 

“Bargain hunters got their 
fingers burnt last summer 
when they found that there 
was virtually nothing avail¬ 
able in the peak season, even 
those holidays sold at the full 
price.” he said. “The same will 
prevail in 1997 because tour 
operators have not increased 
capacity beyond last year* 
level of 8.6 million holidays.” 

Manny Fontela-Novoa, 
marketing director for Sun- 
world. said that sales were 
already up 31 per cent on last 
year. 

The demand is so great for 
holidays throughout the year 
that both Thomson and ski 
specialist Inghams have 
launched a brochure for win¬ 
ter 1997/98. 



Holiday bookings to the island of Minorca are 59 per cent higher than a year ago 


British rediscover homeland 


By Tony Dawe 


THE number of holidays 
Britons take at home is ex¬ 
pected to increase this year 
with a steady growth in self¬ 
catering and “soft adventure”, 
which includes golf, cycling 
and walking. 

Short breaks continue to 
boom with less fashionable 
dries promoting their the¬ 
atres. festivals and museums 
to rival London. Edinburgh 
and York. Companies report a 
rising enthusiasm among 


tourists for booking several of 
these breaks in a year. 

“We're predicting an in¬ 
crease in domestic tourism of 
between 2 and 3 per cent on 
last year* figures,” says Phi¬ 
lippa Swain of the English 
Tourist Board. 

The British Tourist Author¬ 
ity plans to build on the 
strong surge of interest in 
“soft adventure” by promot¬ 
ing pubs and B&Bs ideal for 
cydmg holidays and detailing 
the 160 courses available for 
golfing holidays. 


Peter Chappelow, manag¬ 
ing director of Holiday Cot¬ 
tages, Britain* hugest self- 
catering group, reports a 
significant increase in. the 
number of young people look¬ 
ing forboliday homes. 

“It seems to be a reaction 
against the package holidays 
that their parents take;”* he 
says. “More and more are 
wanting to discover their own 
homeland and are booking 
cottages in groups together to 
explore parts of Britain they 
do not know.” 


Hotel targets women 


By David Churchill 


WOMEN business travellers 
are being targeted for special 
treatment at a London hotel in 
response to the growing num¬ 
ber of guests who are women 
travelling alone on business. 

The Meridien Hotel in Pic¬ 
cadilly claims dial its new 
Female Executive Traveller 
package “is evolutionary rath¬ 
er than revolutionary”. 

Tracy HaJIiweU, sales mar¬ 
keting director, says: “We are 


finding that more and more 
business travellers staying 
with us are women, so we 
wanted to offer them some¬ 
thing extra." 

The package ensures that 
female room service staff 
make deliveries to women 
guests. Reception desk staff 
are also being trained to be 
more aware of security, such 
as not calling out the guest* 
room number at check-in. 

The Thistle Hotel chain also 
includes special features in its 


rooms allocated to women. In 
addition, at the Grand Hotel 
in Bristol and the Park Hotel 
in Cardiff, it offers women- 
only wings. 

The growing importance of 
women business travellers is 
shown by a recent survey from 
the Expotel room reservations 
agency, which indicated that 
women account for about 35 
per cent of all business travel¬ 
lers. The number is forecast to 
grow to 50 per cent by the year 
2000 . 


FROM yesterday British Air¬ 
ways has banned smoking bn 
MOO of its flights each day, 
leaving just 80 where the habit 
is still tolerated- Only flights to 
Spain, Japan, Korea, Hong 
Kong. China. Taiwan, Philip¬ 
pines, Pakistan, Latin Ameri¬ 
ca, Russia. Ukraine, Romania, 
Bulgaria and Azerbaijan will 
retain smoking seats. 


£19 tingle fore from 
Cross to Glasgow or 

burgh- ’ 


□ The intercity fares war was 
stepped up this week when the 
privately run Great North 
Eastern Railway introduced a 


□ British travellers are more 
likely titan any other national¬ 
ity to shop for family and 
friends while abroad, accord¬ 
ing to American Express. The 
company claims that 34 per 
cent spend money on those left 
behind-The people least likely 
to spend matey on others 
while abroad are the Mexi¬ 
cans. Only 11 per cent admit to 
buying fen* people at home. 



.. .or 
escape the cold 


ONE WEEK* 
French Alps from 


in the 
'99 per 



£89.a person from Crests 
Holidays until March 20. 
Boole before January - 31. 
Details: 0161-929 0000. 


from Crystal Ski with de¬ 
partures this Saturday and 
next. Details: 0181-399 5144. 


□ ESCAPE the cold with 
special deals to Malta freon 
Co-op TlrayeJcare. A three- 
week setfeatering Cosmos 
holiday with a flight from 
Manchester on Saturday 
costs 099 and a six-week. 
Airtouis break from Stan- 
sted next -Tuesday costs 
£239. Details: 0161-8271030. 


□ FOUR tickets for the price 
of three are on offer from 
Crusader Travel for a! Nile 
cruise departing next Wed¬ 
nesday. The cast per person 
of £345 includes flights/ full 
board on the MS Elegant 
and- excursions. Details-. 
0181-7440474. 


□ PARIS for a night via 
Eurostar is available from 


□KENYA for a week from 
£399 all inclusive at Shelly 
Beach, with flights from 
Heathrow on .January 12 
ami 19. is on offer from 
Hayes & Jarvis. Details: 
0181-2227800. 


BRITISH ■ Airways’ latest 
World Offers fori sale until 
Wednesday) include Berlin- 
for £109. Geneva £99, Ma¬ 
drid £99, New York £219, 
Los Angeles £319, Paris £81. 
Details 034S222111. 


ing January. Details' from 
Travel Mood 0171-258 0280. 


□ VIRGIN Atlantic has 
Mega Sayers priced at £.459 
for Johannesburg, £229 for 
Miami and Orlando; bode 
by January 19. Details 01293 
747747. 


□ MANX Airlines has an 
Apex fare between Cardiff 
and Jersey. The midweek 
price is £89 rising to £99for 
travel at the weekends. De¬ 
tails 0345256256. . 


□ FLIGHTS with the Indo¬ 
nesian airlnw Garuda to 
ftrth cost £758 return dur- 


Q KIM’S ’"flying Dutch¬ 
men” can earn either dou¬ 
ble points or redeem two 
award tickets whei flying 
from London to Amster¬ 
dam, Paris, Copenhagen or 
Milan before January 31. 
Details 0181-750 9000. 


THE ftmbridgeDourt Ho¬ 
tel in West London has a 
special weekend rate of E125 
per .' room:' per : night - De¬ 
tails: 0171-229 9977. ’ - 


□ THE Mount Juliet Hotel 
in Ireland has a twonight 
break, from Elegant Resorts 
until March 27.The price of 
£515 per person includes 
flights, dinner onone night 
and a round of go!f.Detafls: 
01244897777., 


P&G FERRIES is offering 
discounts on any 1997 Do¬ 
ver-Calais crossing booked 
and paid for by Fehruazy 
28. A five-day. return far a 
car and up to nibejwssen- 
gers will cost £50, a stan¬ 
dard return £99. Details: 
0990980980. 


□ A DAILY tfourraetdin- 
ner is mduded in the seven- 
nightjpackage,.. for about 
£691 per person from Lead¬ 
ing Hotels of the: World, at 
the five-star Grand Hotel 
Regina in Grinddwald, 
Switzerland, until March 
31. Details: 0800181123. 


□ HOVERSPEED has a 
five-day return available for 
£37 on it* Dover-Calais 
route until March 31 for a 
car and up to five passen¬ 
gers. Details: 0181-324 4000. 


□ SEA FIMNCEzsofiering 
a sperial Apex fare far a 
fiveday Dover-Calais re¬ 
turn of £45 for a car “and up 
to four passenffois (addi¬ 
tional passengers, t4j- Do 
tails:-0990 711711. 
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■ FILM 2 


Robert De Niro 
beads an all-star 
cast in Sleepers, 
a grandiose tale 
of teenage abuse 
and adult revenge 


ARTS 



■ FILM 3 


The National Film 
Theatre celebrates 
Howard Hawks, 
director of the 
classic film noir 
The Big Sleep 


CINEMA:'-' 


Australia’s T ~ 


act for 1997 to 


follow, says 


Geoff Brown 


year, 
e top 


E xamine the.ingredi¬ 
ents. Menial fitness. 
Romantic piano 
music The Holo¬ 
caust's lingering, shadow. 
There’s material enough here 
for a glossy and fatuous Holly¬ 
wood melodrama, the kind 
produced by Warner Bros in 
the 1940s when Bette Davis, 
Paul Henreid ami Claude 
Rains laboured mightily with 
neuroses, musical kitsch and 
pretentious dialogue. . 

But Stone is something 
different. This excellent Aus¬ 
tralian film by Scott Hicks 
tells a true story, and tells it 
deftly. David Hdfgon is a 
pianist driven towards a men¬ 
tal breakdown by a punish- 
ingly stem lather and the 
demands of studying. We meet 
him first in the- 1980s, a 
middle-aged motormonth 
shambling into a restaurant in 
the rain. Flashback to the' 
1950s, when his loving but 
authoritarian father, a concen¬ 
tration camp survivor, pushes 
his talent too hard. ■ / ' 
Later, the ttenaged -David 
defies his fatfvert wishes by 
accepting a scholarship from 
the Royal College of Music th 
London. Over-ambh«5us. he 
attempts Racliinaijlnov’s- 
Third Kano Ctoncerto for a 
•competition fR£ehTftree.ttN .■ 
monumentalT chimes his tu- ■ 
tor Sir John GieJgud, for once 
enjoying a cameo part worthy; 
of his talents).. Breakdown.^ 
shock therapy and years in the' 
wilderness follow. But the fflra - 
is not called Shim for nothing. • 
Lows can redeem as wen as 
maim; and the optimistic end-,, 
ing is foreshadowed an the 
soundtrack, which contains 
five selections played. by 
Heffgott himself, including the 
terrors o f Radi Three., ' 

Bad performances' and ar 
' solemn script =could easily 
” have scuppered this $toiy. 
Right from-the-beginnmg. 
Hicks finds humour wherever 
heian. and thegenially frantic 
behaviour of the mature, 
chain-smoking Hdfgott, bril¬ 
liantly portrayed by die* Aus¬ 
tralian stage actor Gepffriy 
Rush, colours our .perception 
of the entire drama. - 

Darkness enters with Ar- 
min Mueller-Stahl’S father.* 
who doaks his affection in 
stern edicts. But Hicks never. - 
sees him as an ogre; he is as 
much a victim of his. past as . 
Helfgott is of his own. Noah ' 
Taylor, as the teenaged hero 
(long hair, thick glasses, meals 
of cat food), beautifully Sug¬ 
gests the brilliant student seiz¬ 
ing up with nerves. And, when 
the story calls for maternal 
warmth and understanding, 
Googie Withers and Lynn 
Redgrave arrive on cue as, 
respectively. Helfgotft mentor 
and saviour. ■ . 



I ut no cast, however 
’ effective, could alone 
| give Shine Us ex- 
' traordinary : power, 
credit is due to Hicks . 
r . He juggles moods 
ill and daring, finding 1 
feet expressive tools to 
HdfgottS agony. As he ■■ 

:M competition,' tile: 
lecomes muffled, beads 
t drop, the images slow 
nd. spm around. Such 
tl moments, and the 
% experience of sating a 
ed from chaos, make 
k first essential film of 


Geoffrey Rush, haiIGaxit as the mentally distraught pianist David Helfgott in Shine 

Tenderness is_ not some- ' little presence; and Hoffman 

thing you meet inSleepers. nt- p easily swamps the scenes with 

-This is a harsh tale of revenge, jiiinc his mannered portrayal of a 

• of abused' teenagers, at -a Odeon-Hayraarket bedraggled man snatching a 

• reform school who meet their 12.105 rains chance at redemption. The 

persecutor in adult life and Uplifting marvel film becomes just a lazy cameo 

take- what the y consider ..the from Australia show, with a token woman, 

. necessary steps. Told simply. ‘ Sleenerc Minnie Driver, thrown hap 

the morafity of the story ■ _ hazardiy into the mix. When 

derived ;from Lorenzo lKn^ she meets ^ dangles 

Carcaterra's quasi-autcfofo- ‘, before her the terrible line 

graphical novel would be dis- “Why don’t you give me a kiss 

turbiug enough. But the asumyam to ^ that hgllo?" i had 

director Barry; -Levinson Howard Hawks: thought that cliche of movie 

adopts a grandiose manner Ampriran dialogue was dead and buried; 

that pitches the . unattractive . but m Sleepers the cliche 

. tale somewhere between National ram Theawe wakes up. 

Greik' tragedy "and grand Vintage Hollywood 

opera. This is a film you .want ____] T n better times, the Nat- 

to spitcutnf your ntouth. I tonal Film Theatre used 

. True, - same surface hap- through the bustling streets of I to arrange retrospectives 
pings are aJJiuing. The cast list Hell's Kitchen. The boys, viv- JL of veteran directors with- 
gfistesis .with the trendy and idly played by Joe Perrino, out any fanfare. Now. with 
famous: Brad- Pitt, Jason Brad Renfro, Geoff Wigdor Howard Hawks: American 
Fatric, Kevin Bacon, Robert , and Jonathan Tucker, run off Artist, ir becomes an expensive 
. De Niro and Dustin Hoffman. . with a hot dog stand, the and rare event. A two-part 
None of them, however, can vendor in pursuit The stand season, with a Hollywood 
compete with the child actors . careens down subway station patron, the director John Car 
who play the main characters, steps, almost killing someone, pettier. A documentary. New 
as ^teoiagers,'scuttling round The charge is reckless endan- prints. Two books. Probably a 
the Hell'S Kitchen neighbour- - germem; the punishment, a T-shirt and a mug. 
hopd of Manhattan in the mid- sentence at the Wilkinson Behind the self-promoting 
1960s under the watchful eye Horae for Boys, where the ballyhoo, though, lie some 
of a neighbourhood priest (In boys suffer abuse. excellent movies, directed by 

former times he would he We jump 15 years; the film one of the few Hollywood 

playtth boringly. by Spencer bloats. , and then crumbles. It figures whose films appear 

Tracy; today he is played, becomes hard to connect the modem after 50 years. These 
boringly,- by De Niro.) adult characters with their are films with no tot no excess 

You can beseduced, too, by .younger selves. Two have sentiment, and their women 
the camerawork of Michael become hardened criminals; never take things lying down 

B&Uhaus. The camera glides another is an Assistant Dis- One obvious highlight is The 

and sweeps; the bey?’ tor- trier Attorney and the fourth. Big Sleep (January 11 and la¬ 
ments, meted out chiefly-by; the author’s surrogate, a news- not the customary print, but a 
Bacon’s sadistic guard, are paper reporter. Bacon’s guard recently discovered copy pie- 
choreographed'in fancy pal- is spotted and killed in a pared before the final release 

terns of light and shade. But restaurant justice, in their version. Lauren Bacall has 

the more tiie film inches into eyes, is finally done. The less to do, Humphrey Bogart 

its two-and-a-half-hour span. Assistant DA (Pitt) then mas- has more: and Raymond 

the more it drifts into mereiri- terminds a plan to engineer Chandler's plot, apparently, is 
dous display. - the murderers'acquittaL He easier to understand. 

The firet half is the stronger, himself will mount the prose- Hawks completists should 
Levinson may have losr the cution, and also oversee the not lose the chance to catch 
simple skills he showed 14 defence, nominally in the atypical early works like Fadl 
yeareagoinDffier,.buthestfll. • hands of Dustin Hoffman, a (absurd sheikh stuff from 
has a knack for depicting male once-brfllianf lawyer sabo- I92S). Others should be satis- 
fintendships, and establishing taged by substance abuse. fied by seminal 1930s films like 
a time and place. The best Ffrr a mastermind, though, Scarface, or Twentieth 
sequence by far is a chase Pitt demonstrates ranaxkably Century. 


through the bustling streets of 
Hell's Kitchen. The boys, viv¬ 
idly played by Joe Perrino, 
Brad Renfro, Geoff Wigdor 
and Jonathan Tucker, run off 
with a hot dog stand, the 
vendor in pursuit The stand 
careens down subway station 
steps, almost killing someone. 
The charge is reckless endan- 
germem: the punishment a 
sentence at the Wilkinson 
Home for Boys, where the 
boys suffer abuse. 

We jump 15 years; the film 
bloats., and then crumbles. It 
becomes hard to connect the 
adult characters with their 
younger selves. Two have 
become hardened criminals; 
another is an Assistant Dis¬ 
trict Attorney and the fourth, 
the author's surrogate, a news¬ 
paper reporter. Bacon’s guard 
is spotted and killed in a 
restaurant justice, in their 
eyes, is finally done The 
Assistant DA (Pitt) then mas¬ 
terminds a plan to engineer 
the murderers' acquittaL He 
himself will mount the prose¬ 
cution, and also oversee the 
defence, nominally in the 
hands of Dustin Hoffman, a 
once-brflb'anf lawyer sabo¬ 
taged by substance abuse. 

Ffrr a mastermind, though, 
Pitt demonstrates ranaxkably 


little presence; and Hoffman 
easily swamps the scenes with 
his mannered portrayal of a 
bedraggled man snatching a 
chance at redemption. The 
film becomes just a lazy cameo 
show, with a token woman, 
Minnie Driver, thrown hap¬ 
hazardly into the mix. When 
she meets Pitt, he dangles 
before her the terrible line 
“Why don’t you give me a kiss 
to go with that hello?" I had 
thought that cliche of movie 
dialogue was dead and buried; 
but m Sleepers the cliche 
wakes up. 

I n better times, the Nat¬ 
ional Film Theatre used 
to arrange retrospectives 
of veteran directors with¬ 
out any fanfare. Now. with 
Howard Hawks: American 
Artist, it becomes an expensive 
and rare event. A two-part 
season, with a Hollywood 
patron, the director John Car¬ 
penter. A documentary. New 
prints. Two books. Probably a 
T-shirt and a mug. 

Behind the self-promoting 
ballyhoo, though, tie some 
excellent movies, directed by 
one of the few Hollywood 
figures whose films appear 
modern after 50 years. These 
are films with no fat no excess 
sentiment, and their women 
never lake things lying down. 
One obvious highlight is The 
Big Sleep (January 11 and 12); 
not the customary print, but a 
recently discovered copy pre¬ 
pared before the final release 
version. Lauren Bacaii has 
less to do, Humphrey Bogan 
has more, and Raymond 
Chandler's plot, apparently, is 
easier to understand. 

Hawks completists should 
not lose the chance to catch 
atypical early works like Fadl 
(absurd sheikh stuff from 
192S). Others should be satis¬ 
fied by seminal 1930s films like 
Scarface, or Twentieth 
Centurv. 


10 AD CASTING goes 

rmy aver Christinas. Tele- 
ion turns in to an obsession- 
garden of entertainment, 
sperateiy planting holly in 
its beds. Real life is 
spended. with news bulle* 
s shrunken and permanent 
on the trioye;". 

^apptfy. youcan switch on 
; dear old wireless without 
ting the impression that the 
ntroller of Radio 4 has been, 
faced by the tatty off .the 
i of the tree. . 

Vs far. back as Christinas 
e, fcy which ittte television : 
s under’ a foot of,'tinsel. ■ 
iro 4 ftad a m are&totti ; 
tion of Personal Records. ; 


in which Jeremy £&&&# 
. Nicholas . talked fcis&areg 
to Dame Antoi¬ 
nette Sibley and raided her 
record coflectioo. She was 
* fasdnatingly franjk. especially 
■about her early life and . her 
-absolute hatred of ballet les¬ 
sons. XJnforttmatdy for her,- 
but fortunately for the rest of 
us, shehada greater ability at 

. the thing she hated than m 
any of the fields she liked- . 

By the early evening of that 
day, television news bulletins 
ted been cut in half. Radio 4. 


however, main- 
tained the excel- 
- lent PM at one 
hour and the Six o* Clock 
News at half an hour without 
any signs of strain. 

Perhaps radio would sur¬ 
render come Christmas Day? 
Not a bit of it There was the 
necessary religious content of 
course, but those. who Irak 
forward to, for example, Com* 
poser of the Week (Radio 3) 
oa a Wednesday "were not 
disappointed because of the 
Special nature of that Wednes¬ 


day: the edition on Tchaikov¬ 
sky provided a splendid in¬ 
sight into tiie composer's 
views on other composers. 

1 rite only a couple of 
examples to show that BBC 
radio is resisting the march of 
that nauseating trend, 
“seasonality", without ignor¬ 
ing the need for special refer¬ 
ences at what is a special time 
of the year for most people. 1 
do think that there are too 
many repeats, especially on 
Christmas night, but l guess 
that is partial recognition that 
by then, the great god tele¬ 
vision has become irresistible. 

Peter Barnard 



■ TOMORROW 


From David Bowie 
and Supertramp 
to U2 and Oasis: 
we look at the 
likely new pop 
sounds of 1997 


REMARKABLE 

Hopkins brings tremendous power to the role! 


••• 




- ri.lru, BBC liADIO 2 


U A magnificent 
moving experience 
totally mesmerising! 

* - ChorlotK- Moor.-. Kf.l.K 




“DAZZLING, DARING, 
VIGOROUSLY INVENTIVE! 


- N.Y.TWEri 
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■ CHOICE I 

The circus 
extravaganza 
Saltimbanco 
returns to London 

VENUE; Tonight at 
the Albert Hall 



■ CHOICE 2 

Josephine Barstow 
is Elizabeth I 
in Opera North's 
Gloriana 

VENUE: Tonight at 
the Grand. Leeds 



■ NEW VIDEOS 

Sean Connery 
saves the day 
in the pummelling 
film about 
Alcatraz under 
siege. The Rock 



m NEW CDS 

Placido Domingo 
is the king 
of Crete in a 
no-expenses-spared 
version of Mozart's 
Idomeneo 


LONDON 


F. NO CHICKEN Derek Watrott’s 
1970s terce. set in Tnrsdfld whsse a new 
motorway ih sirens CffloHcgan'^AulQ- 
BtpafjndAuJNiniic Ron Shop Yvonne 
Brerarei dreos tar Taiaun Theatre Co 
Tricycle 2*8 KiJUim Mrgh Road, NW6 
(0I71-3C8 100W Opens lonrgW. 7pm 
Then Mon-Sal. 8pm. mats today. Wed 
i Jan 22 and 29). 2pm. and Sats. 4pm. 
LW* February 1. 

I'LL BE YOUR DOG Three women 
and cne male maid are the character n 
Rottue McCaHurn'i fist stage play. 
■Jrectod by the anreUeni Andrea Brooks 
Transtar tram a successful run at the 
While Boor 

Old Red Lion. 418 Si John Street ECl 
(0171*837 7816). Prawn* remghU 8pm 
Opens lamonow. 8pm Then Tue-Sm, 
8pm. UntH January 25 

SALTTHBAHCO Deserted as "me 
■jcatesi shew on earth". SdJOmbancois 
a hatefckMcope of performance ait. 
Uvana, emeus and nxk ri rafl Coque 
du Soto's brealhOking show on Vie 
theme ol urban lite ts crowded with 
esotcaHy dad cHaactef s n a 
patcrnwrw* that mbes Ihe tractticns of 
carnival with cornnwSa deM'aita 
Albert Haft, kercarrglon Gore SWT 
tOI 71 -5898212). Opens lomghl. 

7 46pm Then Tire-Sun. 7 45pm mal 
Sal and Suv. 2.30pm UnU Jan 19 0 


TODAY’S CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compfled by GIIRan Many 


ELSEWHERE 

BRISTOL: TIM Lai Yankee. Arthur 
Mffler's rtmuie. rrxxng play rtxut lour 
people smjgrtng to make sense of 
modem-day Ameren contruiea lo draw 
audiences ID Ihe Ve's season. The 
lieai Amencarr Oeam . v 
New Vic. King Street (0117-387 7877) 
Torwjhi. 8pm Than MorvWed, 7 30pm; 
Thw sr Sat, 8pm mats Thura and Sai, 
230pm. Urrti -January 18. 

CARDIFF: Moscow CSy Bate's tatfy- 
laie production ol CtadWeSa. to the 
stasis ol Prokofiev's memorable score. 
With the National Balat Ofrtvsira. 

SI David's Had. (01222 878444) 
Toragra, 7.30pm Then Hi and Sre, 
2.30pm and 7 30pm; Sin Spm Until 
Jaraiay 5. 

LEEDS' Josephine Bar slaw sings Ihe 
rale ol Elizabeth I. struggling to reconcile 
her public and private feves. in Opera 
North's awantawinning. louring 
praduc&on ol Britten's Gtarttna. VMh 


Thomas Randle. Susannah Glanvde. 
Ruth Fe« and Ctare Baytey Sifligrn 
Engksh In the odgnal rem by W9am 
Homer Deeded by HiySetaLk^d 
Grand, 46 New Brt^aie. Leeds (0113- 
24S 9351744Q971J. Tonight. 7.15pm 
Than Jan 4.1 a 17.24 and 28. B 

STRATFORD; Adrian Nobte directs 
Jana Pearce and Robert Gtereste M 
LKMe Eyolt the Mckrect ot Ibsen's late 
ptays to reveal its subtleties. 

Swan. Waterside (017B9 295823) 

Today. 1 30pm and 7 30pm, tomorrow. 

7 30pm SA1 30pm ki rap with Henry 

VMS . 

LONDON GALLERIES 

British Library GeOcrtos: Desgner 
BooUwkfcre (9171-323 7ft1f 
British Musmon: Mysjenes ot Anaem 
China(0171-636 1555)...Ctirfa 
B —Bra Tha BrteJi An ol BustraBon, 
1780-1695(0171*839 7551).. Gefltye 
M ua s Hn r Christmas Past (0171-759 
9B93) Harriet Green: May Retghtley, 
Smal Paintings ol Iceland (0171-287 
8323) . H a yward Howard Hodgkri 
Pamwigs (0171-028 3144) 

UMMQyn Alexander A Feast ol Food 
n Art(0171-820 1322)...Nation*: 
Associate Artist: Peter Btethe 10171-747 
28881 Neflorud Theatre Dazzle 
(0171-92B22S2I . Royal Academy of 

Art From Mantegna tn Picasso [0171- 
439 7438) 


□ THE ADVENTURES OF 
HUCKLEBERRY F04N- Tocchng and 
convincing adaptation of Mart Twain's 
masterpiece lendy pax central 
pertarmanoes. and good playing up 
and down the m/er. 

Greenwich, dooms HU. SE10 (0181 - 
858 77851 Mon-SdL 7.45pm; mat S* 

2 30pm UnU January 25 

□ BEAUTY AND TLE BEAST The 

Christmas shows ai »» theatre *e 
among Die very best in the country 
Laurence Bosweldrects this year's, with 
marionettes and automata staffing the 
Boast's palace 

Young We. The CuL SEU0171-SC8 
6363). Various times. 10.30am. 130pm. 
2 30pm. 7pm UrtH February 1. 

□ THE CHERHY ORCHARD 

Tremendous R3C cast, feuded by 
Penelope W4lon. Atac McCowen and 
David Troughton. n a production by 
Adrian NoUe 

Afcwy. St Marin's (w WC2 (0171- 
369 1730) Mon-Sal 7 30pnr. mats Wed 
and Sat 3pm 

S3 THE CRIPPLE OF MSHMAAN 
Nicholas Hylncr drects rhe second play 
by award- winning new aurfcci MatUn 
McDonagh, set m the early 1930s on an 
tsland rtl Bre west coast -at Ireland not 
chosen by Robert Flaherty tar hr. Mm 
Mon of Aran 

National (Coitwstoe). South Bank. SEl 
(0171-9t3 2252). Now previewing. 

7 30pm. mat SaL 2.30pm Opens Jan 
7. 7pm In rep B 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeratny Kingston's bss 
■" atro showing In 


London 


of theatre 
■ House fid, returns only 
B Some seats avallabh 
□ Seats at all prices 


□ MACBETH: FascnaUng production 
Dy Tim Mbeiy. w#i Roper Alum and Bnd 
Srarwas Mr and Mrs 7hane. Adrwi 
SchiBcr is the hinreesl Porter ever seen 
BarMcan. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-838 8891) Today. 2pnrand 

7 15pm. In rep. 

□ MARRY ME A LITTLE: Ctater 
gathering ot Sondhem out-takes, 
agierably sung by Rebecca Front and 
OneCancr n a 65-rrenure dhow 
Bridewell. Bride Lane. EC-4 (0171-936 
3466). Tod ay-Jon 4-Jan 7-11.7 30pm; 
rru>&Jan5and 11. 4 30pm 

□ A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS 
DREAM Jonathan Miter's 1930s 
update makes the Inss witty in 
unexpected directions With Robert 
Swarm. Norman Rodway. Angela 
Thome 

Almeida Almeida StreeLNI (0171-359 
4404) Morv-Sat. 7.30pm, mat SaL 3pm. 
LW4 February 1 

B SCROOGE. Anthony NcwtQy back 
on the West End stage sxi^ig the title 


rate h ttw Leslro Bncussa musical 
Dominion. Toftertwn Corel Rood W) 
(0171-636 2295) Mon-S^. 7.30pm; 
nots Thurs, SaL 3pra 

BA STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE. 
Jessca Lange rrrtcas he> West End 
detML racateig the kindness ot 
strangera and imened by Toby 
Stephens's Stanley, in Peter Hal's 
production o) the Tennessee WBams 
classic. Wlh Imogen Stubbs rmd 
Sandra Drckxison 
Tlicatrar Royal. Haymartet SW1 
(0171-930 8600). Moo-Sal 7.45pm; 
mate Thunc and SaL 3pm. 

D WHOTS AFRAID OF VtRGROA 

WOOLPPiDtaranggandDMdSutfnt 

In Howard Davies's power'd Ahnekla 
pradjcami at Atoee's searing ploy 
Akfwych. Aldwych. WC2 (D171-416 
00031. Mon-SaL 7.15pm. mats Wed and 
SaL Z 16 pm UhtO March 22. 

LONG RUNNERS 

B Cats- New London (0171-405 0072) 
□ An Idwi Husband CW Wc (Ol 71 - 
923 7618) BLesUbnubler. 
Palace (0171-4340809) Bites 
Saigon Drury Lane (0171-494 5400) 

□TtwMousetrap St Mann s (0171- 

836 )443). ■ The Phantom of fte 

Opera; Ha Majesty's (0171-494 5400) 

B Starlight Egress: ApaUo Victoria 
0)171-4186054). .□Tommy. 
Shaftesbury (0171-379 53P9) 
Trckartorm a non supplied by Society 
ot London Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 

♦ DAYLIGHT (12) Sylvester Statane 
rescues a cross-section ol rtxnanity 
liwn 3 Uaang New York tunnel. 
Amusing, old-slyte drjasiei nwv» 

ABCs: Baker Street (0171 935 97721 
Tottenham Court Rood |D) 71 -636 
6148) Empire (0990-880 990) Odewi 
SwHa Cottage (Oltt 914OS^ UC1 
Wdtaleya IS (0990 888990) Vlrghm: 
Chelsea <0171-3525096) Trecwtere® 
(0171-434 0031) 

SURVIVING PICASSO (15) Anthony 
Hopkins as Picasso the womaniser: an 
ml erecting 14m. but an uisympaihrtic 
hero Dreflor. James Ivory. 

Htawn 10171 -235 4225) Odeon 
Swta* Cottage (pi71-586 3057) Ranoir 
(0171 -837 8402) Ritzy (0171-737 2121) 
Screen on BakerStreot (0171-935 
27721 UCI WMteloya [0990888 990) 
Virgins: Fulham Road (0(71-3713 2636) 
Haymariwt (0171 «9 15271 Warner 
Wert End (017M37 4343) 

THROUGH TWE OLIVE TREES (U); 
Abbas hiaiociami's rim about moderns 
on an Irarearr film oat <n oourrOyaide 
devastated by an earthquake. 

Ronofr (0171-8378402) 

CURRENT 

EVTTA (PGi: Madonna smps wnh 
passren. but producwn overt* plays 
navoc with Uwd Webber's rock opera 
Odeon Wert End (01426 915574) 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Gooff Broom's assessment of 
fibnsbi London and (where 
IrxScated with the synibol ♦) 
on release acrosa Ihe country 


♦ THE HRST WIVES CUIB (PG) 
>!k)medy about wngeM Martttftan 
wives, wfti |uicy pans tar Diane Keaton. 
Bette Midter and GokSe Hawn 
Empire Q (0990 888990) OdenOE 
Kensington (01426 914686) Stow 
Cottage (01426 914098) Vlrgkw: 
Fulham Rood (0171 370 2636) 
Troeadere g(017l-434 0031) 

♦ JINGLE ALL THE WAY (PG) 
Aggresswety American Chrrtmas 
convady. with Amok) Schwar a neggar. 
Odeoroc Kenotagton (01426 914665) 
Mttzantne (8(01426 915683) Store 
Cottege (01438 914098) Ptatn Q 
(0990 888890) UCI Whttrttys61 (0990 
888990) Vbglner Chotaett(D171-352 
50981 Hccadera (0171-434 0031) 
Werner (OI71-137 4343) 

♦ MATILDA |PG)' Exuberant leteig ol 
Roald Dahl's subversive tale abort a 
preooctaus gtrl (Mata WSson) who 
Inumpho over pesky adults Danny 
DeVito co-stars and dtects 
OdeOKR Kartongtan (01426 914666) 


Stoss Cottage (01426914098) RHzy 
(0171-7372121) UCf WMtateysg) 
(0990 888990) Vbgiiw: ClNtoM 
t0171-35£5096)Tn>CMtafoG(017t- 
434 0031) Warner (0171-437 43«3) 

♦ 101 DALMATIANS (U) Glenn Close 
knocks spas otMtiadcxp In Ihe 
action adtoon ol the cartoon classic 
Wiih Jalt Darveis and Jooly Rtrfardscn. 
BartricamS (0171-638 8891) 
Clapfnm Pfcbme Mouse (Dl 71 -498 
3323) OdoooK Kenotagton (01426 
914666) Letoeoter Square (01426915 
683) Store Cottage (01426 914098) 
Rta (0171-254 6677) Rttry (0171-737 
2121) ScremVBaker Street (0171 -935 
2772) UCI WKtalaysB <0990 88SS90) 
VbgtaK Cholaea 10171 352 5096) 
ftaBwn Road <0171-370 3936} 

♦ STAR TREK: BRST CONTACT 
119: Paw* Stewart's Enterprise craw 
battles the Borgs Acceptable 
advenbre, M a Itita too senotB. With 
Breffl Spriai and Alice Knge 
ABCs: Baker Street (0171 935 9772) 
Tottenham Court Road (0171-636 
6148) Ctapham Picture House (0171- 
498 3323) Empire (0990888 990) 
Netting HB CoronetB (0171-727 
6705) OdeenK Kenatagten (01426 
914866) Store Cottage (01426 
914098) Ptare Q (0990 B88990) Wtay 
(0171-7372121) ScreeiVGreen (0171 - 

350J) ua Whfteleys (0990 888 
990) Vfcgtae; FuBnra Rood (0171 -370 
2636) Trocedora G (0171-434 0031} 


A Rock right between the eyes 


■ THE ROCK 

Buena Vista, (S, 1996 
ALCATRAZ is under siege from a 
Marine Corps rebel armed with poison 
gas. Can Sean Connery and Nicolas 
Cage save the day? A belligerent action 
movie from the masters of the genre, 
producers Jerry Bruckheimer and the 
late Don Simpson. Cagtfs biochemist 
adds a welcome light touch to a fdm 
that deliberately pummels the eyes. 
Available to rent 

■ GOGS 
Warner, PC, 1993 

IDIOT comedy meets prehistoric ma¬ 
nia in this British claymation anima¬ 
tion series produced for S4C in Wales, 
presented on BBC over Christmas, and 
now available as a video package. The 
humour is pretty basic — collisions 
with rocks, lots of lavatorial jokes — 
and the dialogue consists largely of 
grunts. Made with lots of spirit but if 
you need finesse, look elsewhere. 

■ HACKERS 
MGM/UA, 13, mS 
COMPUTER hacking must have more 
dramatic possibilities than those of¬ 
fered by die fired story of renegade 
ldds tattling elders. But the film's 
frenzied surface may appeal Images 
pulsate like an MTV video. Logging on 
becomes an add trip. Jonny Lee Miller 
heads an unfamiliar cast dominated by 
Angelina Jolie: one glance Erom her 
and you know why her computer 
handle is Add Bum. The film tries 
hard to be American; but it is British, 
made at Pinewood by Backbeat direc¬ 
tor lain Softley. Available to rent 





Bird men of Alcatraz: The Rock, starring Sean Connery andNicoias Cage, has thrills written an through it 


■ HANCOCK’S HALF HOUR 

BBC Video, U 

THREE more precious episodes from 
the BBC series make their way onto 
video for the first tune. The Cruise, 
from 1959, finds Hancock and Sid 
James far away from 23' Railway 
Cuttings. Chearn, getting into trouble 
on a Mediterranean cruise. In The 
Babysitters, from I960, they enjoy the 
conveniences of a modem house while 
baby-sitting. In The Tycoon (1959). 


Hancock dreams he owns half the 
world, but there is a catch: Sid James. 
Along the way, Hancock impersonates 
Churchill, the Lone Ranger, and Long 
John Silver, 

■ THE LITTLE FOXES 
Cinema Club, PG, 1941 
SUPERLATIVE adaptation of Lilian 
Heilman’s play about greed and 
duplicity in. a financially depressed 
Southern family. Bette Davis rules the 


roost as the grasping and venomous 
Regina. But all of the cast — many 
recreating their Broadway roles—give 
of their best, emblazoned in Gregg 
ToIand*s deep-focus photography and 
the meticulous direction of William 
Wyler. Other classics from producer 
Sam Goldwyn newly available on 
video indude The Best Yearn of Our 
lives. The Westerner and Raffles. 

Geoff Brown 


NEW CLASSICAL CDs: Schubert's songbook; kingly Domingo; safe but sound in Pittsburgh 


ic:« 


yocm 




Hilary Finch 


■ SCHUBERT 
Complete Songs Vol 27 
Gome/Johnson 
Hyperion CDS33037*+* 
WHAT better way to start this 
year's Schubert bicentenary 
celebrations than with the 
latest volume in the series 
masterminded by Graham 
Johnson? The Hyperion Com¬ 
plete Schubert Edition is be¬ 
coming a revelatory encyclo¬ 
paedia of Schubertian scholar¬ 
ship and performance, and 
Johnson has now caught up 
with the Schlegels. August 
and Friedrich, and the “dawn 
of Romanticism" in the poetry 
of the brothers. 

The young German bari¬ 
tone Matthias Gome is ideal 
to waft the warm breezes and 
watch the dewy nights. August 
von Schlegel’S first ditty In 
Praise of Tears epitomises the 
gentle melancholy of these 
songs, their melodies kept 
alive in the sentient, high 
intelligence of Gome's voice. 


He then turns to brother 
Friedrich and his Abendrote 
(Sunset) cycle; between them. 
Gome arid Johnson make a 
persuasive case for these still 
undervalued songs. 

Christine Schafer, Gome’s 
young soprano colleague, 
joins him for three of these 
songs, bringing artful simplic¬ 
ity to the flow of a river, a day 
in the life of a rose and the 
plaint of a forlorn maiden, 
before Gome ends with the 
familiar Im Walde. 


mm 






John Higgins 


■ MOZART 

Idomeneo 

Murphy/Vaness/Bartoli/ 
Domingo/ Metropolitan 
Opera Orchestra/ Levine 
DC 447737-2 (3 CDs)** 

A NO-EXPENSES-SPARED 
version of Mozart’s opera 
seria. Bryn Terfel turns up as 
the Oracle and Frank Lopardo 
as High Priest of Neptune, 
roles usually assigned to any 
supporting singer at hand. 


Thomas Hampson is Arbace, 
confidant of Idomeneo, who 
did not inspire Mozart’s great¬ 
est music, although the Ameri¬ 
can baritone comes dose to 
persuading us to the contrary. 

At the centre is Domingo as 
the king of Crete, as tormented 
as that other ruler of the 
eastern Med, Otello. There is 
much of the Moor in his. 
Idomeneo, racked by anxiety 
as he prepares to sacrifice tus 
son to repay vows made to 
Neptune. After one or two 
unsuitable roles on record 
recently. Domingo has found 
one worthy of the intensity 
and even ferocity he can bring 
to his singing. 

As fdamame. Cecilia Bartoli 
matches Domingo for gran¬ 
deur and nobQity. She is 
regularly at her happiesr in 
the 18th-century repertoire 
and her ldamante is no excep¬ 
tion. Carol Vaness takes time 


CDs reviewed in The 
Tunes can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345-023 498 


to warm up as Elettra and the 
voice is abrasive in Idol mio . 
but with her final aria of 
venom she is there with the 
best That alas cannot be said 
of Heidi Grant Murphys fey 
Ilia, a mouse among the 
titans. High-powered conduct¬ 
ing in the old Karl Bohm style 
comes from Levine. 


Barry Millington 

■ SAfNT-SAENS 
Symphony No 3; Danse 
macabre: Phaeton: Danse 
baochanale 
Newman/Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra/Maazel 
Sony SK 53979+* 

NOBODY could claim that 
Saint-Saens's “Organ Sym¬ 
phony" is adventurous reper¬ 
toire; nor are the fillers 
espeaaJJy original. But die 
playing of the Pittsburgh Sym¬ 
phony under, its outgoing 
music director. Larin Maazei, 
is sufficiently fresh and invigo¬ 
rating to disarm criticism. Itis 
also Impressively precise and 


disciplined. Maazei keeps a 
tight rein an things: he can be 
severe and lade warmth, but 
he can also be depended upon 
to take the long view, allowing 
the dimactic waves of' the 
finale to unroll in their own 
time. 

The Sony engineers have 
used just two omnidirectional 
microphones, which, they 
daim, afford the listener “a 
greater sense; of natural imag¬ 
ing and depth of the . stereo 
picture". I remain to be con¬ 
vinced: the sound image of 
ensemble strings (art add test) 
is no more natural than usual, 
and the depth of picture 
certainly leaves something to 
be desired. However, the or¬ 
gan (a magnificent Mander 
instrument in the Church of St 
Ignatius Loyola in New York 
<3ty) has been skilfully inte¬ 
grated with the orchestra play¬ 
ing in Heinz Halt Pittsburgh, 
and the solo part is played 
with aplomb by Anthony 
Newman. 

★ Worth hearing 
■trk Worth considering 
★*-* Worth buying 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 0171632 B300 
ENDS SATURDAY 
Daty 230 & 7 30 
THE INCOMPARABLE 

HBOV BALLET 
The Nutcracker 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 0ITT 304 
4080 fa Bar Office & Santfcy into 
fd«s avafebte on ihe day 
Tho Royal Opera 
TonT, Mon (Last Night) 
730TURANDOT 
Sat am. Tue 730 CHERUBIN 
The Royal Baflei 
Tcrncj 700 (fira Nghtl. 

Wad 730 SWAN LAKE 
Sal 12.00pm (las Pertamarre) 
CINDERELLA 


ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL 
0171960 4W 


THE NUTCRACKER 

Lkti 11 jan Eves 7 30pm 
Mats 30.31 Due »Z3.«.11Jtai 
iUOpni. No parts Sun 


THEATRES 


ADELPHI 

“ANDREW LLOYD WBN9BTS 
HASTBHPECE" Wall St Journal 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Winner at 7 Tony Awards 
inducting 

BEST MUSICAL 

Stsmng 

PETULA CLARK 
34HR CflBJtT CATO BOOKINGS 

Call 344 0055 Wcg tee) 

GRP BOOKING 413 3332 (tagtad 
No booking tee for Adeiphi 
Bqi Office Casas 

Ftecontedrtorn uti on01713798884 
Men-Sat 7 45 Mas The &Sai 300 



THEATRES 


ADELPHI 

“ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 
MASTERPECE" Wal SI JourW 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Winner ot 7 Tony Awards 
inducing 

BEST MUSICAL 

Stamg 

PETOU CLARK 
24H1 CREDIT CARO BOOKINGS 
CALL 344 0065 (Bhg tee) 

GRP aOOKWG 413 3302 (bhg tee) 
totnoloriglroiaAdapi 
Ben Office Caters 

fteoardW rionradan 01 rt JW SB84 
UnvSal 7 45 MasThrA Sal 3 00 
Extra Mats Uon 23 Dec, 
Tus 24 Dee&Fri 27 Dec 


ALBSIY THEATRE 01713BS1730 
CC 0171344 4444 
Pip Rind Shakespeare Canvany 
production ol 

THE CHERRY ORCHARD 

by Anton Chekhov 
"Adrian NoMe's gtaous pnxfaaian" 
Ind H pen d art 

Evs 7 30 Mtfs Thu 6 Sat 3JX) 
MUST CLOSE 25 JAN 
PRIOR TO NATIONAL TOUR 


ALDWYCH0171416 6003. a »cg 
toe 34 4 4444 O ps 0800 61 4 903 
9ESTACTRSSS 
DIANA RIGG 

1898 Era Ski Dram* Ann** 
dianahgg davidsuoct 
in EDWARD ALBCFS 
WHO’S AFRAID OF 
VIRGINIA WOOLF 
Ch by Howard Dams 
■fcn-SH 7.154X8 Srt Mat 2.15pm 
No perts 23-28 Dec 
SBBCtafPtaTTbraairtSWn 


APOLLO VICTORIA re 01714)8 
8055 CC 24hra 0171344 4444(0171 
430 0000 tips 416 8075*413 3321 

Andrew Lloyd Webber's 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
WttelnucttBiuns I9«5daty 
Tub 8 &a 3pm Ptikas torn £1350 
Extra Hate Mon 23 Dec, Fr)2T 
PtoS Thur2 Jan 


APOLLO VICTORIA cc 0171 416 
6055cc24n0171344 444^171 
420 0000 Opt 416607^413 3321 

Andrew Uoydirfobtoer'a 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 
WWphnjcteruns 1945daly 

Tub S Sal 3pm Tictaes hem £ 12.80 

Extra Hal Thar 2 Jan 


BLOOMSaFY THEATRE BO. CC‘8 
017138688ffiUn»Jai4 
11 30am 8.3pm 

(SPECIAL FAIHLY TICKET £20) 

SOOTY AT CHRMAS 


APOLLO 494507CV344 4444 

DO DRINK & JIVE! 

THE POWECT WEST BID 
PARTY 

TIC OFFICIAL TRIBUTE TO 

THE BLUES BROTHERS 

Special Xmas Season mud end IB 
Jan Many perts 5dd ox 
ThJcetoavaAfcr Frifipm pert 


CAMBRIDGE 494 508QU16 GOEO 
3444444743000001+tag fee) 
Groups 494 5454 
416 60757413 3321/436 5568 

GREASE 

"FOrt, turious, tariffing & fun. 
Am, tan" DMna 

TICKETS AMIABLE APPLY DAILY TO 
BOXORTCE 

Mon-Sat 7 3Qprn. Wed 8 Sri teal atm 


CHAPB. OF LOVE-PtOCAEHLLY 
CfficUS 

0171287 4433/420 0000044 4444 
“ -THE WHJDWG OF 
THE CENTURY" 

The Daly Talegaph 

JOEY & GINA’S WEDDING 

Boot, now and be part d hs hlanous 
exnaua^nzn Prtca metades sriow. 
he muse and endess Man buM. 
Special poly rotes 

TufrFri 7.45, Sat BJ30, Srti &00 
VEHY SPECIAL RATES FOR 
STUDENTS, SENIOR CITIZENS 
AND FAMILIES OF FOUR 


COMEDY THEATRE 0171389 
1731 cc 344 *444 (tag toe) 4200000 
EtesSThuro MlSSai Mats 

MAGGIE SMITH 

“brttart beyond beW'hd 

MARGARET TYZACK 

"geninetf mamg" DTel 

TALKING HEADS 

Wttai&drodedbr 

ALANBENNETT 
'wnderiuv taucting and hrtV'Tms 
LWTED SEASON 
No pate bataean 23 Dec-4 Jan 


CnrmnON 3891737/344 4444 

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY in 

7HE COMPUTE WORKS 
OF WILLIAM 

SHAKESPEARE (abridgacQ 
AB37Raysn97Mrt4ts 
“HfcrtWrros 
Mats Du a a Sa at 5 
Sunet4.Gnsa8pra 
TWE COMPLETE HBIOTY OF 

AMERICA (abridged) 
Tuestayaam 


DOMINION 4166052/4200000/ 
344 4444 (t tag tea) QpS 416 007V 
3121970 

LONDON'S CHRISTMAS 
CRACKER! 
ANTHONY NEWLEY 

SCROOGE 

THE MUSICAL 
“BREATHLESS SOARAWAY 
SHOW-MAGMWEHr Dt Exp. 

LMTED SEASON TO l FEB 

MgjgftraifttengiASttag! 


DOMHON017165618850990 
2D4Q20/420 0000 (b»g tee) Grps 416 
6098/312 199770B00614903 

THa Magic come* atare an stage 
0BNEV5 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Opens May WbooWnos nan ooai 

DRURY LAIE THEATRE ROYAL 
SS<x(9q tea) 24ftr7dap 0171494 
50001344 4444/420 0000 Grps 494 
5454/413331 1/3128000 

MISS SAIGON 

“THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OF OUR TWE" 

NOW WITS 

8TH EXTRAORDINARY YEAR! 

Eves 7.45 Mats Wed 6 S« 3pm 
Good seats motor Wed Mat 
A scree peris - apply BXL 
FOR TELEPHOM9PQSTRL 
BOOKINGS & PERSONAL 
CALLERS 

0171 484 5060 CBKGFg) 


DUCHESS OC0171494 5070 CC 344 
4444 (pa taB toeteGO can (Mg tee) 
0171-413 3321 Eves 8pm. Wed mat 

tom. Sat 5pm fi a 30 

“A SAUCY COMEDY* 1 E. tad 
NOW M ITS 64h YEAR 

DCBTT DRESS 
FOR DINNER 

‘YaorioMtaOulrawous M T0ui 

FORTUNE805CC 0171836 
2238/3128033 

EWAN JAIES 

HOOFER SIMMONS 

SoeanHOTs 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted by Stephen MaSatroa 
The most tMBng and cMDng 
play tar yeara" DJW 
NOW Bi ITS 8TH YEAR 
M»>Sai8pm 
Mats TuestomSa 4pm 
BtoMlnatanagtea 


GARRICK 0171494 5085/3121990 
(no tag tee) 

Some Enpertences Yqu Neear 
Forget 
WINNER OF 
19 MAJOR AWARDS 
Thr Royal Nrtktaal Ttoaten 
Prod uc tio n 

PIP SUZANNE 

DONAGHY BERTESH 

and 

BARRY STANTON 

JSPnesOey's 

AN INSPECTOR CAUfi 

TWaUNG-JAUSTBESrar 

DJUaa 

“One ot the most tatrodcaQng, 
taeatiluDyknagtnaSvn 
Bxperi e ncra ot the 1990s" Eve 
Stud 

TWO HOURS OF 
BITHRAUJMG. VISUALLY 
SnMMNQ DRAMAT) Tel 
VtarvFn7 45 Sat50Q&BI5. 

Wed mat 2 30 


GIELGUD THEATRE 0171484 


JAMES CALLISn 
OLD WICKED SONGS 

rtreded tv Moatataaky 
“A RIVETING NK3HT* 1 Eve Sid 
Mon-SM 7 JOpm. Dus rrrt 33Cpm, 
Sd raa 4pm 
Ilime2hmi5nins 
ENDS 11 JAN 


HAYMARKET 330 8800 (na tag tee) 
34< 4444«20 OIW) (Mtti tag teei 
MorvSa 7.45pm UasThutA Sal 3pm 

JESSICA LANGE 

TOUT IMOGEN 

STEPHENS SUto8S 

n TEME55EE VtftJJMilS' 

A STREETCAR NAMED DESmE 
draaea to PETER HAU. 

N£. Evening peri tana now 
_745M_ 


HER MAJESTY'S 241y 4)4 5400 
(tag tee) CC 344 4444/423 0000 (tee) 
Grps 404 5<64/4133311/436 S88 
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER'S 
AWARD WINNING MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OP 
THE 0FERA 

Daeaec by HAROLD PRMCE 
NOW BKG TO MAY 97 
Eves 7 45 Mats Wed & Sat 3 Ott 
Aptfr to BmOtotteWta returns 


To advertise in The Times theatre 
listings please call our 
entertainments team on 
0171 6806222 
or fax 0171 4S1 9313. 



LONDON PALLADIUM BQ«C 
0171494 5020/344 4444 [£1 H Sew 
Ch^ 4200000 Ops 0171413 3321 
"A MAJOR THEATRICAL EV84T Mai 
‘WOBERT UHDSAVS RAGW IS 
FULL OF CHARM, WARMTH A 
GLEEHJL CTUHNAUTT 
HE^ A HOOT’D. Exp 
IN 

OLIVER! 

3RD RREPfESSIBlE YEAR 
■UONEL BART'S MASTBtPffiCE 
YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE* 
S.rms 

Eves 7 30 Mas Wed ASM 230 
SOME GOOD SEATS AVAL 
NOW FOR WffiKDAY PRRFS 


LYCaj«cc017l 8561806 
0990 500 800044 4444MR70000 
(tag tee) dps 416 6076 
TWRICEC 

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBERS 
JESUS CHRIST 
SUPERSTAR 

“Sarjda SMirera Racing Down 
Tha Spine” DJaegrafti 
Eves T 45. Mae Wad 8 Sal 3 
(no Ucg tee k> personal caters at Via 
(jceuntataOoe toanflpm). 
Cancesaons tor mdaedk manses 
am txalffltolBii advance 


LYRto 0171484 50*5 
CC 4200100/344 4444 Mg fee) 
“THE MOST 
UNPHETBNnOUSLY 
BUOY ABLE SHOW IN 
LONDON" Tms 

BYJHVES 

THE ALAN AYCKBOIBM A 
AM3REW UlOYD WEBBER 
MUSICAL 

"-HAD THE AUDIENCE 
BUCKLING UP WITH 
LAUGHTER” bid 
Eves 7 45. Mats Weds & Sat 3pm 
Concessions avaMile. 


MS9BAB7 0171 3XZH 1 
uu«acAt_sPBLBWDn«r 
DTef 

Jean BapRte Thaoee 
WetoraOapta 
UECStCLE INVISIBLE 
Until? An 
Tues«al7»9un4 
“WBmotiaBtiaaed"TTines 


NATIONAL THEATRE 00 0171 
928 2252 Gcps 017162Q0741;M* 
cc tag tee 0171 430 flOOO 
OUVHBI TanX Tonw 7.15 GUYS 
AND DOLLS Hoc and tyda; tjf 
Frank Looser BetabytoSaerCng 

& Ate flum es. 

COTTBSLOE TonT. Tara 7 JO 
THECHBPKfi OFMSHMAAN 
A na« ptey by Matte McOaiath. 


NEW LONDON Dru> Una WC2 BO 
0171 405 0072 CC01T1 4044079 
34hr 0171344 444V4SD0000 
Ops 0171413 3311/436 5588 
MASOSWttOTOWeBER/ 
TSEUOTNTEHNADONflL 

mmwtmGwscM. 

CATS 

Ews 7.4$ Mats Tue & Sat 300 
JLATECOMBTS N0TADMT7a> 
WHLEAUDITOflUMBW 
MORON, P(£ASEfiE PROMPT. 
Btes open a 6.45 - 
LflMTH) NO. OF SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FBCM BOX OFFICE. 


OLD VIC 928 7618/3128034 
THE PEnS HALL COMPANY 
Stood Ward Corel DrMoutar 
DrtxmA Grant RobarlBtrt 
Barium Mtaray RtahardTodd 
OSCAR WUJPS MASTfflPECE 

AN IDEAL HUSBAND 

"GREAT A GLORIOUS” & Ttna 
MorvSat 7 .30, Mac Wed&SrtlC0 
ExteaMUThur24si 
LAST 4 WEEKS 


PALACE THEATRE 01714340909 
cc24hrc (tag lag 0171-344 4444 (taQ 
toe) Op* 01714133311 
THE WORLD'S MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 


NowiNiretrm 
RECORD-BREAKING TEAR 
Ewe 730Mate Thu&Sffl 230 
Lateoomwrrtt adntiad 
LvKItwrtsnal 

UM7EDNO. OF SEATS AWL 
DAILY fflOM BOX OFFICE 


PHOENIX BCVCC 01713681733 
/344 4444/420 0000 (tee) 

BEST MUSICAL 

. (Xrier/DremaAnante 
Plays&Ptoee/lwrNonlDAaads 
WHXY RUSSELL'S 

BUX)D BROTHERS 

—BrtagattwautBancatoBatnt, 
and roaring Ha appravaT D MM 
lOTHTHRMPHANTYEAR 

6w8 74SlfcfeThuni3Sa4 


PICCADUXYOm 3S91734044 
4444/0171420 0000 (24)15) 
"Sm H new tr nan! Jt forever” 
LOS 

m/ammesMiKmtm 

PKTUnES PRESENTS 

SWAN LAKE 

Tha bart n ight put toLondonr 
Saretoid 

‘WagkaL tantas&c, wndarioL. 
ttw rtuff ct dreams” D. Tel . 
EVB87J0, Mate This Sal 230 
MUST CLOSE 1 FEB • 


PLAYHOUSE 01718394401 CC 
01714200000 fokglecj 

JANET 0WBN 


TEALE 

"A Great & Unmtesetae BrenT STms 

A DOLL’S HOUSE 

byHanriktosen 
aversm Uf Frank McGutonna 
dbeded by Antaony Pane 
MorvSal7JO Mate Sal 230 
MUST CLOSE 11 JAW 


PRINCE OF WALES01718395987 
Bti Caf 420 0000 cc 344 4444 Qpff 
CD oaootaephdneneoo 614803 

-NOT FROM BROADWAY, AMO I 
MEAN SMOKIN'. ENOUGH 
EHB7GY TO ELECTRIFY A 
CITY.” D. Mal 

GRAIHIY AWARD WINfONG 
MUSICAL 

SM0KEY JOE’S CAFE 

THE SONGS OF LBBBR&ST0LIHI 
ttstodbyJenyZaka 
“AIERICAN GRAHTH KETS 
WEST SIDE STORY" E. ffid 
"FRESH & SEXY, TOUCHING & 
TRUE" D. Telegraph 
Mcn-Sal Bern. Thu & Sal Mrts3crn 


PIWCE EDWARD 0171447 5400 
na CM4200100 CC 344 4444 
Groups 420 0200 

"A MUSICAL MASTS4PIECE" 
WJte.Tlto. 

■WEAL POWER A PASSfON 
A BLOCKBUSTER" D. T9 - 
** BIG MAONfftoENT EPIC 
MUSKAL A GREAT EVENING 
OUT’S Times 

MASTINGUEBRE 
BOIBUL & SCHONBSIGrS 
NEW MUtoCAL RETURNS WITH 
AVENKAHCP’Shl 
MorvSai7.'e Mate Thur&Sai 3J0 


OUEarS (tag toe}484 5(W 
344 4444 Gros 494 S454/438S588 

GENE WILDER 
*PUs #» Grae rto gania" DAW 
in ua SIMON'S 
LAUGHTER 

ON THE 23rd FLOOR . . 
"FcnnfcrtngttaUfri London" 
NcwsOITTteWMd 
Eves tore. Wed 2jgpm. Sat 4gn 


ROYAL SHAKESPEAHE 
COMPANY 

LONDON (0171 £388891) 
BARSCAN: MACBETH 
TDdajr24X)A7.)5 
Tt£ PIT: THE HERBAL BED 
Todw20047.?5 

STRATFORD {01789 295623/« . 
Of 714131452 

«ST; THE MERRY WtVS OF 

WHOSORTotar 1301750 . 

SWALtUTTLEEYOLF 
1304738 


Toda/1304: 

^•EBYMAN 


ROYAL COURT 0171 5655000 
oc 4200100(24145) Dmnstaiis 
[Dike D/YofVs. Si Maori's Lar») 
THE BEAUTY 0^1 Cf 
LSNAMEbsrMartti McDoiwgh. 
UM18 Jan. MtahSal 7J0.SM ma 
_3JL 


SAVOY THEATRE 017! 8388888 
CC4200000044 4444 £no tap te«S 
Groups 0800 814 S03 
GTOFF RHYS JONES 
KEVIN MCNALLY 
SARA CROWE 

PLUNDER 
BenTravotf notousferoe 
'the o/ toe grow Christo® treats"- 
Sheridan Mcrtw-nv. 

• StfctyUmBad Season 
_ Bros 730 Mate IhBE a Sa>5» an 


SHAFTESBI»IY0t71379 5398 
OlTI 413 3588 B4i*io tap tea) 
Groups01714133321 
rarratatektag”^T)rnes 
'"SpactacUta-F.T 
"BHMrarobwwr 

TOMMY 

PAUL KEATING KUH WILDE 

as Tommy - aaMrel 

GorvT1xi8prn.R1530pm ta» 

E15) 4 830pn; Sal 3pm & aSQNn 

Xma s ferfa: Tom 8pm 
JtoBTED DAILY AVA1 AM ITY 


SWEESBURYCITf 3795399 
01714133588(2*0^tag fee)' 
at9«is0m413332l 
rttearihtaklntf'S. Timas - 

“ «AarF.r 

’Qbwwar . 


mm 

PAUL KEATING KMVHU3E 
n Tommy raHraVMwr 

Mon-Ttuepm, FrtStopm (ato 


LLH^DS^BftULjBttSv 


ST MAHnWSOrm B361443&w 

8.Tua24S,Sto54D 

agaybachbjws 

THBM0USSEBAP 

45 th YEAR . 


STRAND THEATRE BmOB 4cg 
_ (no tee)0171930 8800 
cc (tag tee)01713444444/420OOtD 
GmpsWTl 4133321/01774365588 

■*B0DDY*. *■ 

T ha jtad dy Holy Story 
“aMLUANr &n ' 

'BUDDY* 

‘'WOHOeHTiSTUFP.&fi T d 

- *BUDDY* 
Tubs-TIiubU fit 530 4830 • 
Saa 5004530 fitaxtaf 4.00 
ALL SEATS U2 PUCE FH 530 POT 
8taBLEC7RffYaiGYEflR 


VAUDEVILLE 01718389987(00 

‘ tagtee}- • 

CC 4300000044 4444 ( 

ROALD DAM. 1 ! 

THE WITCHES 
TWWVaLO*®" Bn. Saidod 
Mon 7pm. Tuaa^ri 2pm & 7iai 
Sal 11am. 2pm 4 7pm . -. 
SEASON ENDS JAN 4 


VICTORIA PAUCE B0&<S (to 
laaj«7i®l ijirccfljftgteeJWf? 
344 4444A121998/420 OODO 
Groups 017T 3121995 
01714365588(nofee) 

WINNER 

1896 OUVBl AWARDS 


. ‘J0LS0N* 

VWTHBBANCQWBf.- . 

“A RESOUNDING HTT 
. ScntevTeiagrodi 
&g*. TuratoSat 73a Mate Wed 4 
Sa 3JD Entea special te priCB mti 
TTmalOOaarrtro' *- 
Afan Stewart . " 

NOWBOOWNQTOAPWLW? 


WHTEHMJ.3E81735 ts 3H 4444 
Bes8Wsd3Set530A30 
irSABBERTFRAUD • 
BELLY LAUGH! 

CAffl ON DELIVERY 

MICHAEL COONEY 
Orb/RAY COONEY 
‘mssupsa FARCE IS' - 
AN MSTAHTCUSSKT D-Tei 

Last wroc wist end sat 


WVNDHAI88 3881738/344 4444 
.BESrCtMEDY - 
EVE STD AWARDS ' 

' " "AKT 

- ACBERTHNNEr 
' TOM COURTENAY 

■KBtsrorr 

Atienffe/taYasmiraffem 


“n«i . . 

EM&Uttt WM3. to!4 Sun 5 


Dec 84 3pm Pac 27 Sum 


WYNDHAMS38817386444444 

best comedy 

• EVE STD AWARDS ' 

' “ART • 

' ALBSITFWNEY 
tomcototbwy 
KBISfOTT . .. 

.= A^%tyTasmnaBaa 
Trarw^Ctortsnftoerfterwttn 
"nwpartoct WntEmf ptov"loS 
B«a.M«sWad3.3al4auP5 


• To advertise 

: ai -- - 

EhnBTTAlNMENTS 
TafcbTTf 6806222 
orfak^omARi 9313 


* 














■ POP1 






^yoalovie 
pawnings and the 


Fnck Collection 
is unmissable 




Robert King and 
the King’s Consort 
ptbeWigmore 
HaU with a feast 
of seasonal songs 
for New Year’s Eve 


ARTS 


fjf' 


k 


Boyzone see 19% 
to a dose with a 
gig in Dublin 
that is almost 
more pantomime 
than pop concert 


f.i 


... while a noisy 
crowd of 15,000 
see in 1997 at an 
all-night rave at 
London's grand old 
Alexandra Palace 




on the civilised delights of New York’s Frick art collection 










i vCTT, 


«K* 






► 
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f ■- ibe greatest eoflecdou Lot; 
I paintings in’ the world 

I adjoins Fifth Avenue ;' a 

few steps away fram Mar£ 
ison Avenue at its mast extensive, fir 
costs $7 to go in, and fhexeare 
never more than a hundred-or so' 
P*opl® there at arty time. If you fcjvfc' 
paintings, and the placeswhere 
thqf hang, it is not hard to nrakea-; 
case for the Frick CoDedifo as tffo" 
<;) 'fc most glorious place anearth. • 

Note the word, colte£tian= This iSr. 
.v.. no (X»n2nTon-or-gardai gaflay ."or 

- *:. museum, of which Manhattan has" 

'i -i plenty. Ten blodwuptheroari/feere 

is the Metropolitan, which fe fob. 

... vast to absorb in a single visit, and-: 

-" further up “Museum Mifo" is fop. 
---. Guggenheim, the only b uilding in 
New York designed by Frank Uoytf 
• . Wright who detested the city. In 
. midtown, the Museum of Modem . 
' Art, which holds many of thebest 
-• paintings of the century, arid some. 
of the very worst is ever foshian- 
—- able. Thty are aU wonderful places* 

^ but if you want to enjoy-an 
unrivalled range of masterpieces 

— without disruption,, the Frick is 
unsurpassable: 

i5 • Of course, it all depends on-your 
taste. There are people for whom 
■' the greatest works of Rembrandt, 

-' - Titian and Goya mean nothing. - 
just as there are those who speak. 

- lightly of the Missa Sofemnis. Fine; 

: let them wallow in the overwhelm- 

ing talentlessness erf Pollock at 
■..i- MOMA, or foe latest international : 

- > blockbuster at the Met, It leaves 

: more room for those Wjwysfof! art, 

. as something more .than a giddy 
. spin on a trendy carouset• 
Heniy Clay Frick made.his’ 

. money in Pittsburgh steel 100 years ■ 

. ago and acquired his cofledfon of- 
7 paintings and decorative-arts <n\r 
/‘several trips to J5irrope. : ft is ;: -. 
pleasingly quirky, butnobody can-, 

T say that he lacked fosaimmatian. :• 
However ruthless these . American ; 

J. parvenus were in business, their. 

\ aesthetic judgment was a good deal.; ■ 
better than the anaxtiesfo modem- ; 
day New York, You can imagine . 


what Erick 


He simphfc’wanted foe best-that 
owey .o3*ild buy t and he bad 


and be had 

staff - 1 -- > " - 

[ffltecoBfttion. 

/ foe works are' 
bfonacyof foe 
fa visitors are 
S house, which 


) 


.4i£*S 


theharfoqra 


©tests in snari®6^s house, which 
jrict&d. they ■net It has a human 
sqjfoand proportion. reflected not 
cmJV'm the rnagmfioent paintings 

Tmf aSeTfhe swp&ktfivedispt^y of 

Earopeah so&t^re, furniture and 
p&rodiun. Evenafoere was noth> 
iog mikh- to took. at, the Frick's 
regrfoaf -ang olchwodd dvility 
would still make it a place worth 
Visitirig; J 

B :ut,„ rriy , Word, toe is 
somefoaqg to" look at Al¬ 
most every-great artist 
from Piero deUa France¬ 
sca to Degas is re pre sea l e d here, 
very often by KsfinestworkThar 
is a room devoted to Bowher. - 
'another, fo Fragonard/ and two 
rooms-of £nghdt paintings. Other 
worics — a'Manet herd a Gorot 
toe — hang in splendid isolation 
axotrifo a -central ermrfyard; where 
wefcy/spols carFrestbeside two 
’ftfofoaliis.'' 

Twp rooms in particular stand 
out. The laying. HallhoWs only for 


. 






‘J’ ^-.v—i — 






• - LJ 

IJ 

;; 

i 

L\ 

l 

> -Sr; $ . 



partraite, but what portraits. Hot 
bein’s ysif Thomas More arid 
Thomas CromweU feaz a matching 
pirn? q^ Tftiag s,,A Man. in <z ; Bed, 

Desert; stores at, El Greco’S. Sr 
Jerome: Tbit iriah is alive.” 1 once 
heariTfoi" American lady say of 
Thomas More, and you may well 
think die Lord Chancellor stiH 
'breathes. It seofos the greatest 
pictiHem to world, until you reach 
the . West GaBoy, and see . the 
picture that foaffyjs the best 
. No matter how-many times you 
comeacross Itembraridrs 16S8 self:. 
portrait every encounter is: fresh:. 



Inside the Bride gallery: “The last thing FHdc-Iovers want is a troupe of backwoodsmen charging about the place as if it were one more location on the tourist frail*' 


* Like all great .works of art, nobody 
can ever “know" it completely. On 
one- occasion l stood before this 
painting for 35 minutes, oblivious 
to everything-ato everybody else. It 
■occupiesthe same emotional world 
. of late Shakespeare and late Bee¬ 
thoven. the only minds truly com¬ 
parable with Rembrandt's, and it 
speaks of a knowledge gained at a 
cost too immense to contemplate: 

Everybody has their favourites in 
foe Frick and I am not rdudant to 


divulge mine. They include Van 
Dyck’s portrait of Frans Snyders, 
The Comtesse d'Haussonville by 
Ingres. Chardin’s Still Life with 
Plums, Lawrence’s Lady Peel and 
Vermeer’s Officer and Laughing 
GirL If I had to live with only one 
painting in the whole world it 
would be the Vermeer, which 
adoms a wall in the south hall 
almost casually, as though some¬ 
body had just stuck it there. 

Off-tho-beaterHrack collections 


lend to be -special places. Places 
such as the Dahlem Museum in 
Berlin, with its marvellous Dutch 
rooms, foe Lenbachhaus in Mu¬ 
nich, home to Kandinsky, or the 
Isabella Gardner Museum in Bos¬ 
ton attract the enthusiast who 
prefers to enjoy great works away 
from the crowds that clutter foe 
more famous galleries. Horror 
stories abound of major exhibi¬ 
tions, particularly in America. 
Only in New York could you see foe 


appalling ignorance that made the 
1991 Matisse exhibition al MOMA 
such a trial. Carnegie Hall on a big 
night is much foe same. People go 
there to swank. 

To be even-handed, only in New 
York can you find a private 
collection such as the Frick. If is a 
national treasure that prefers to 
remain a neighbourhood jewel, 
and may it remain largely undis¬ 
covered. The last thing that Frick- 
lovers want is a troupe of 


backwoodsmen charging about the 
place as if it were one more location 
□n foe tourist trail. 

Other than foe National Gallery, 
1 have spent more hours in the 
Frick Collection than in any other 
picture-house in foe world, and 1 do 
not consider a single moment to 
have been wasted. Along with 
Lord’s cricket ground, where 1 have 
spent a few hours more, the big 
house at 1 East 70th Street is my 
favourite place in the world. 


NEW YEARNS EVE POP: Raviii^ the night aWay in London, screaming it down in Dublin 


TRADITIONALLY the busi¬ 
est night of the year for dance 
music DJs, New Year’s Eye 
folds foe most in-deiriarui 
jockeys quadrupling their 


hop from rale lucrative event 
to another. And since 15,000 
people gladly paid dose to 
E 30 each for a ticket to Mount 
Universe on Tuesday night it 
is easy to appreciate foe hard 
economic log- - - 

ic behind such ■■ 
behaviour. Mount 1 

This mam 1 " -j • 
moth all-night AiejL 

party was or- paj 

ganised joint- _ ■ ; 

ly tiy the 


Mount Universe 
Alexandra 
Palace 


their most, successful year 
wife another-.apparently ef¬ 
fortless yet mtsmerising per¬ 
formance. -Combining the 
visceral dout and human 


space-age armoury 
tronfo dance music, the 
Hartnoti brothers continued 
to straddle both camps wjfe- 
out alienating either side. 
Their abrasive new single 
Satan even 
“ r "■ •” • 7.- - brings a. dash 

■■■.StfTS 

ndra : - arena, but this 
didn’t discour- 
. age thousands 

~ ; of revellers: 



CONCERT: A fine performance of music for the season 


Singing in the new 
at a spanking pace 




' l 


.£*•. i 
vy:. v. 


seasoned rave promoters .frwn dancing vdlfey to to 
Universe and rode festival .retiM-biaiung strobe ugnt. 


veterans the.Mean Fiddler. 
Unsurprisingly, then, to 
was a smooth and precisely 
run affair, wife vast lighting 
rigs and highly professional 
sound. There was even. an 
indoor fairground in the Rat 
ace’s Great Hall, while giant 


accompaniment Later. Or¬ 
bital greeted 1997 by wittily 
incorporating. Big Ben’s 
chimes into their tut Chime, 
igniting fresh waves, at eu¬ 
phoria across the JhalL 
No Twin intended, .but. 
Mount Universe, seemed ;to 


More panto than pop: Boyzone’s music is almost a sideshow to the dance and costumes 

Famous five go strutting 


ace s orcai nail, wmv -- * ! 

stiverfofl ornaments dangled peak with OrbitaL or at least 
from foe vaulted ceilirigk of to level off onto a ptoleatjof 


the West Hall. /. 

Central to the even! was the 
six-hour set by Sasha and 1 
John Digwced, currently 
Britain^ hottest DJ team, 
who expertly carved swag¬ 
ing gradients and dramatic 
crescendoes into what sound¬ 
ed iflee a seamless collage of 
galloping house beats. 

Other hfehligfats incMed' 

the mashed-up techno brutol- 
ian of Derfrmft Jeff Mffls 
and an impreasivie appear¬ 
ance by veteran Chicago 
house pioneer Marshall Jef¬ 
ferson. Although the dance 
music world is a notoriously 
fickle one which votes, quite 


ever diminishing excitement. 
This was partly due to a 
confusingly organised bill, 
wliich relegated several big 
talents to the margins, while 
awarding prime, slots to rela¬ 
tive^ obscure names. 

“Hence ' German .trance 

maestro Vife stepping 

into OrintoTs shoes m the 
Great Hal), evat though his 
grindihgly. minimal grooves 
soon, created huge _ bottle¬ 
necks of cavers fleeing for 
more ttinieful pastures. Eva- 
more bizarreiy. the glorified 
entrance -hall of. .foe Palm 
Court was somehow deemed 
a ^suitable "verute for a rau- 


fickle'one which votes, quite . a^suitapie vmue » ^ 
literally, with hsrfeet. Jeffer- cous DJ aet.by ntoil 9^! 
son managed ro hold fee .toppers . tie XliemjwJ 

—_i. Dmrtum and . me raltSfiF 


crowd’s attention despite 
wearing a jumpsinr see mm g- 


Brofoers-. and . foe vintage 
fr ip-hop breakbeats of Jaaegs 


Star Trek episode . • ■ - - fee .vogueish Mp*Wax label* 
«S£5-S£S-=-. STEPHEN DALTON 


AS THE .show, and with it 
1996* drew to a dose, the 
cauldron 'of screaming pre- 
pubescent and early teenage 
girfe that was Dublin’s RDS 
Main' Hall sent out loud and 
' -dear--foe'message that this 
.was Boyzone'S year. 

’ Havmgoriginally been dis¬ 
missed in some quarters as 
. an inferior-brand Take Thai, 
foe departure*of RobKe Wil¬ 
liams from foaf .Manchester 
super-group Mid their subse¬ 
quent split effectively meant 
that Bpyaone woke up rate 
morning to find themselves 
no longer on fee coat tails of 
fear teen-pop rivals, but 
actually wearing the emper¬ 
or Vdothes. In pop music, 
just as in comedy, timing is. 

CVC ^ th “ lg ’ «- _J L If 

After an hour ana a nail 
spent with eyes .glued fo the 
almost slavishly rehearsal 
but na kss compelling speda- 
de feat is' a Boyzone concert, 
h becomes dear- that Rdnaivis 
not just the star’of fee show, 
but fee folly, member of the 
five strutting their sniff on 
stage.who exhibits aenuine 
star, quality. Alwaysilookfog 
completety at ease wife the 


near pandemonium caused 
by a few thousand lust-filled 
“Zone-ettes hysterically wav¬ 
ing luminous green, rings, the 
golden boy with the stock of 
blond hair and Adorus4ike 
features pushed all the right 
buttons and hit all the right 
notes — a talent that fee rest 
haven't quite mastered yet. 


Boyzone 
RDS, Dublin 


The music is. of course; 
almost a sideshow to the 
synchronised dance routines, 
the costume changes, fee 
moving stage props, the on- 
. stage video dose-ups and so 
on. At. times, it seems more 
pantomime than pop concert 
YouNe just got to laugh when 
a tot who must have been no 
older than .seven passionately 
sings along to the line from 
. Father and Son: “Look at me. 
I am.old but I’m happy". 

The interplay between au¬ 
dience and artist was basical¬ 
ly a simulation of Beatie- 
mania in fee Shea Stadium— 


but with more yellow- 
jacketed security personnel 
parading the aisles. 

However, fee songs aren’t 
exactly up to Lennon and 
McCartney’s standards. 
Boyzone have only two: fee 
radio-friendly medium-paced 
love jingle (Strong Enough — 
the opening track. So Good. 
From Hen to Eternity) and 
the radio-friendly slushy bal¬ 
lad {Paradise, Word$. When 
in doubt, always revert to 
sanitised covers of proven 
classics, usually from the 
Sixties and Seventies. As if to 
labour the point, they per¬ 
formed (they were accompa¬ 
nied throughout by a bundt 
of musicians who were main¬ 
ly invisible and entirely irrel¬ 
evant to whal was going on) a 
medley, which included such 
pop standards as Dancing in 
the Street, Never Gan Say 
Goodbye and Celebrate. 

The coup de grdee, though, 
was the appearance of, gasp, 
Robbie Williams himself to 
get the singalong going on 
Words during the encore. Joy* 
was unrestrained. 

Njck Kelly 


WHAT bener way to see the 
year out than in fee company 
of Robert King and his consort 
in a programme of seasonal 
music at foe Wjgmore Hall? 

Under foe heading Weih- 
nachten in Leipzig (Christmas 
in Leipzig) they presented 
music by three Kan tors of the 
Thomasschule in that city, not 
excluding foe greatest of them 
all. 

Vocal music by’ Bach was 
juxtaposed with items by two 
of his predecessors in Leipzig. 
Johann Kuhnau and Johann 
Schelle, and by the Sinfonia in 
C Minor |foe only purely 
instrumental piece) of his pu¬ 
pil, Johann Ludwig Krebs. 

The cantata was in a stale of 
evolution in the second half of 

the life century* an d the 

works by Schelle and Kuhnau 
demonstrated two of the types 
in evidence at the time. 
Schelle's Ach. mein herzliebes 
Jcsulein. based on the well- 
known Luther hymn Vom 
Himmel hoch, uses not a 
chorus but two sopranos and 
continua Wonderfully fresh 
in invention, it was brought 
alive by two highly charac¬ 
terised yet well-blended sting¬ 
ers: Deborah York and Tessa 
Bonner. 

Kuhnau's O heiiige Zeit. 
though in fee old-fashioned 
style'of the sacred concerto, 
was the other great discovery 
of foe evening: expressive 
harmonies, imaginative word- 
painting and a surprise end¬ 
ing |a quietly meditative 
exclamation of the much-re¬ 
pealed words of the title — “O 
holy rime!")- James Bowman 
and Deborah York both had 
line solos here and tempi were 
jud idouslj'-chosen to heighten 
emotional effect. 

King's judgment is not al¬ 
ways faultless in this regard. 
Bach's Ehre sei dir, Golt, 
gesungen (the opening chorus 
of part 5 of fee Christmas 
Oratorio) set off at such a 
spanking pace that its lovely 
modulations went for nothing. 


King's Consort 
Wigmore Hall 


The first chorale of Cantata 
BWV -10. Dazu ist enchienen 
der Sohn Goiies. was another 
movement taken too fast for its 
own good, losing its sense of 
penitential self-confidence in 
foe rush. 

Perhaps it was tiie speedy 
tempi that were responsible 
for foe excessive squeaks from 
the two violins throughout, 
and although one can make 
allowances for occasional in¬ 
discretions from recalcitrant 


Baroque horns, one does not 
expect them to get a couple of 
beats out and stay there (final 
aria of BWV 40). 

Otherwise the consort's 
playing was impeccable (excel¬ 
lent oboes) and the vocal 
contributions were all beyond 
reproach: Robin Blaze. 
Charles Daniels. Peter Har¬ 
vey and Charles Pon also 
distinguished themselves, and 
the eight singers combined in 
a flexible chorus, ending with 
foe fourth cantata of the 
Christmas Oratorio. 

Barry 

Millington 



Mozart 

Don 

Giovanni 


Verdi \ */ 

La Traviata 


3rd January 

*A rare treat ” 

Evening Pest 


4th & 5th January 
“A winner ... the full 
flavour of Dumas' 
aristocratic Paris ” 

Robert Harm 
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John Gribbin on the Astronomer Royal’s exploration of the infinite 


And this Universe 


is just right 


I f you are intrigued by the discoveries 
in astronomy that make headline 
news, but all you know about them 
is what you read in the newspapers, 
this is the ideal book in which to find out 
more, and set those stories in context. If 
you arc a widely read astronomy groupy. 
you may find that much of what Sir 
Martin Rees has to tell covers 
familiar ground. But the personal 
perspective on current develop¬ 
ments in cosmology from the 
Astronomer Royal is still well 
worth reading, since Rees has 
been in the vanguard of many of 
those developments that make 
headlines, and gives an insiders 
view of one of die most exciting 
areas of science today. 

Rees is the most influential and 
highly regarded British astrono¬ 
mer of his generation, but one 
with a relatively low public pro¬ 
file. This book will do no harm to 
his reputation, but should make 
the world at large more aware of 
his abilities. He writes about the 
nature of the Universe we live in, 
its origins and fate, and the 
possibility that it is just one 
bubble in a sea of cosmic foam. 

This is, surely, the ultimate 
development of the Copemican 
view of the cosmos. Copernicus 
showed us that the Earth is not 
the centre of the Universe, but a 
planet which, like the other 
planets, orbits around the Sun. 

Since then, we have learnt that the 
Sun is just an ordinary star, one of 
a hundred billion or so similar 
wheeling around in a disc-shaped system, 
the Milky Way Galaxy. In the present 
century, astronomers have discovered 
hundreds of millions of other galaxies, 
and although for a long time it was 
thought that our Milky Way was an 
unusually large specimen, the latest 
investigations (with which 1 have been 
involved) have shown that it is slightly 
smaller than average. 

We live on an ordinary planet, orbiting 
an ordinary star, in an ordinary location 
in an ordinary galaxy. Now it seems that 
the totality of everything we can see. all 
those hundreds of millions of galaxies 
forming the visible Universe, may be one 
speck in an infinite array of universes. 

In order to lead us up to this dramatic 
conclusion, Rees tells the story of the Big 
Bang model of the Universe, and the 
evidence (especially from the famous 
cosmic microwave background radiation) 
that our Universe really was bom out of a 


BEFORE THE BEGINNING 
Our Universe and Others 
By Martin Rees 
Simon (5 Schuster » EI&99 
ISBN 0684816822 


SCIENCE PHOTO LBRARY 



The Hubble Telescope's view of the Eagle nebula 


stars 
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billion years ago. He explains the theory 


of black holes, discusses the dark matter 
which dominates our Universe and even 
digresses into a brief discussion of time 
travel. There are also tantalising tit-bits of 
information about the characters involved 
in the investigation of the Universe (often 
hidden away in footnotes) where Rees just 
barely allows us an insight into Ids 
feelings about the way science is done, 
and the way credit is (sometimes mistak¬ 
enly) apportioned. 

This is heady stuff by the standards of 
Rees's usual public utterances. Too often 
these days, a scientist who does anything 
mildly interesting rushes out a press 
release claiming to have achieved the 
ultimate breakthrough. Rees is different 
Although happy to spend a large part of 
his professional life investigating the 
implications of way out ideas (he was, for 
example, the leading proponent of the 
idea that the distant, energetic objects 


known as quasars are powered by black 
holes in their hearts, each with a mass as 
great as a hundred million stars like our 
Sun put together), eying to get an even 
mildly sensational comment from him to 
use in a news report about these ideas has 
been about as easy as persuading him to 
let you {Hill his teeth out It seems that we 
owe his cautious step towards the 
sensational here to his editor at 
.Simon & Schuster, Nick Webb, 
whom he thanks for urging That 
1 should speculate a bit and 
include controversial topics.'’ We 
are ail indebted go Nick Webb for 
that advice. 

The most fascinating example 
of where this kind of informed 
speculation can lead is the notion 
of anthropic cosmology, which 
considers the relationship be¬ 
tween humankind and the Uni¬ 
verse at large. The fact that the 
Universe is just right for us to live 
in may seem like a tautology—we 
have evolved to fit the Universe 
we live in. But the existence of our 
kind of universe depends on 
marry subtle balances in the laws 
of physics; and it is possible to 
imagine universes in which those 
laws are different (so that for 
example, stars run through their 
life cycles more quickly, so that 
there would not be time for life 
forms like us to evolve). 

You would never guess from his 
discussion of anthropic reason¬ 
ing. but Rees was, in fact one of 
the pioneers of the modern ver¬ 
sion of this kind of speculation. His 
favoured explanation is that rattier than 
our Universe being "tailor made" for us. 
there is a vast array of different universes, 
and that inevitably life can only exist in a 
universe rather like the one we live in. "If 
you go to a dothes shop with a huge 
stock.” he points out “it isn't surprising to 
find a suit that fits you." 

And where are all these other uni¬ 
verses? Would you believe, at the other 
end of all the black holes in our Universe? 

Rees writes in a thoughtful, slightly old- 
fashioned style, the professor letting his 
hair down just a bit for a wide- audience. 
I’d have liked to see him letting his hair 
down even more, and getting a bit more 
excited about these truly exciting ideas. 
But perhaps he feels that the excitement in 
the ideas speaks for itself, and that no 
embellishment is necessary. He writes 
dearly and accessibly, and anyone who 
starts his book will surely find their way 
to the end without getting lost 


THIS is a compelling tale with 
an oddly period quality, al¬ 
though it opens in the present 
on a dark morning in Adden- 
brookes hospital. There Mar¬ 
ian’s mother Stella has been 
brought after a stroke. Marian 
tries dutifully to make contact 
with her mother's speechless 
body, remembering as she 
does so the difficulties they 
had in communicating at the 
best of times. As the plot 
unwinds, the reader enters the 
moral and physical landscape 
of Thirties Cornwall. 

All Stella's passionate life 
has gone into her painting, 
and she has never shown 


Going to St Ives 


Elaine Feinstein 


THE SERPENTINE 
CAVE 

By JBJ Patou Walsh 

Doubleday. EIZ99 
ISBN 0 385 408471 


anything more than an eccen¬ 
tric indifference to "unwashed 
dishes lying on the trestle 
among the paints, dothes cast 
everywhere and hanging out 
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of half open drawers Like the 
aftermath of a burglary". In 
reaction, Marian's own ener¬ 
gies have been pugnaciously 
dedicated to ordering a house¬ 
hold and attending to the 
needs of her children. Never¬ 
theless, her marriage has 
failed, and there is an empti¬ 
ness at the centre of her life. 

Stella’s shrugging indepen¬ 
dence of spirit makes her a 
more likeable figure than her 
daughter, so when Stella dies. 
Pa ton Walsh needs some guile 
lo involve us in Marian’s 
attempt to uncover the identity 
of a father she has never 
known. Craftily placed clues 
about Stella's life beckon us 
on. Marian has taken no pride 
whatever in her mother's 
painting, since an early boy¬ 
friend pronounced the can¬ 
vasses appalling daubs. An 
obituary of Stella in The 
Tunes, therefore, is sameahing 
of a shock for her, and a 
satisfying surprise for the 
reader. With the help of a 


grown-up son and daughter. 
Marian has already tried to 
pursue the identity of a naked 
man in a painting marked 
"For Marian”, and to pin 
down memories of a stranger 
who rescued her when she 
was trapped by the sea. The 
obituary, however, takes Mar¬ 
ian to St Ives, where Stella was 
once a 
community 
Hepwonh, and so into a 
lifeboat tragedy based on real 
events in the life of the fishing 
community there. 


i member of the painting 
unity of Nicholson ana 


MARIAN’S children are well 
observed: Alios is a musician 
with a rackety life, and Toby a- 
City dealer suspected of insid¬ 
er trading. It is not through 
Alice and Toby, however, that 
the story achieves contempo¬ 
rary relevance. That lies in a 
felt tension between mother 
and daughter which remains 
vibrant: To this reader's relief, 
Stella is vindicated as a credit¬ 
able if minor artist and a good- 
enough mother. And the 
despised paintings tom out to 
include two or three Alfred 
Wallises and a Nicholson. 



Madonna as Eva Feron in Alan Parker's film of Evita; from The Making of Evita by Alan Parker, Boxtree, £12.99 
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Iranz Kafka thrives along 
the River Plate. There, a 
certain tyrant is ousted 
in a fairly Woodless military 
coup and skulks off to another 
country. Eighteen years later, 
the country that threw him out 
with cries of joy overwhelm¬ 
ingly votes him bade with cries 
of joy. He returns to the 
presidency in impotent tri¬ 
umph, dies in office, and 
bequeaths the nation his suc¬ 
cessor, his third wife and a 
former nightclub dancer. Cha¬ 
os reigns, and in another 
Woodless military coup she is 
deposed. Tbe country's fore¬ 
most writer pays a visittothe 
new ruling junta after which 
he publicly announces that the 
nation's new leaders are gen¬ 
tlemen. Whereupon a reign of 
terror is unleashed and count¬ 
less citizens are kidnapped, 
tortured and murdered. Put 
ail this in a novel and no one 
would believe it. Record it as 
fact and it is Argentine history. 

Small wonder, then, that 
when a semi-literate, untalent- 
ed young girl from the sticks 
who sleeps her way to the 
dizzying heights of minor star¬ 
dom in radio and films, then 
moves on to the dubious 
pinnade of First Lady to a pro- 
Nazi. fifth-rate Mussolini she 
is canonised by the destitute 
masses whom she taught to 
beg from her hand like dogs. 

Now. some 40-cdd years 
after her death come two 
intelligent Argentine writers, 
whom one hoped would have 
fallen over themselves to ex¬ 
pose the cheap sentimentality 
and crude totalitarianism of 



Norman Thomas 
di Giovanni 


EVAPERON - 
By Alicia Dujovne Ortiz 
Warner Books, £6.99 
ISBN075IS 19456 

SANTA EVITA 
By Tonris Eloy Martinez 

Doubleday, £15.99 
■ . ISBN038S4OB7S7 


the anointed pair's bankrupt 
creed. Instead, the journalist 
Alicia Dujovne Ortiz presents 
us with such insights as: 
"Fcromsm (sic) is a hodge¬ 
podge that allows all sorts of 
interpretations.’’ Worse are 
passages like the one that' 
informs us that Evfta’S golden 
hair — dyed, of coarse —■ 
"would become the saintly 
halo that penetrated even the 
deepest realms of her own sdf- 
perception. In fad, she would 
so literally incarnate the role of 
the saint that her skin would 
seem to become not just flesh 
but mortified flesh." We are 
told that Evhals “power would 
grow without being based on 
any actual accomplishments ”. 


Are we supposed to admire 
something in die abysmal 
mediocrity of our River Plate 
Mtrs Santa Claus, whose life 
work was to band out tbe 
packets of sugar, false teeth, 
refrigerators, trousseaus .and 
homes that are summarised as 
"the direct redistribution of 
riches’? To the detriment of 
legitimate feminist aims one 
detects a tawdry ftnunist 
subtext, the bans of which 
seems to be Evita’s cleverness 
in comparison to her hus¬ 
band's ineffectiveness. Nor 
has this biography teen well 
served by: the translation. A 
couple of comic examples will 
suffices ranchos are hovels, nor 
ranches; and yerba dried are 
the sun is not herbs but mate 
leaves. 

Tomas Eloy MarGnez'S nov- 
d, which has literary preten¬ 
sions (and the translation of 
which is also marred) is dis¬ 
turbing. The book contains 
many eloquent, dramatic and 
colourful sequences. They are 
rich in human character, good 
storytelling, and the haunting 
forlomness that is Argentina. 
But where is' the^bbok^s moral 
centre? Why write' a novel 


based on a fife thar already 
’ exceeds a novel’s befievabflity 
unless ft is to use factual truth 
to get at essential truth? 

But the airthdr plays 
'Borges'S game with shifting 
mirrors to sttdran extent that 
one fa tost 'in postmodern 
mishmash in which the story 
told is heavily interlarded with 
the stray of how the stray was 
feasedvmto'bemg; The main 
Story % that of the Beloved'S 
elaborately embalmed corpse, 
which; went missing for more 
than a decade, and foe secret 

Wd^aTOdT* in charge of 

Fine, except ^excessive 
authorial intrusion, which be¬ 
gins with a footnote to darify 
that a quoted letter is re&L The 
tetter is perfectly authentic, 
fictional or actual, until one 
reads that note. The result is 
die creation of moremysteiy 
and speculatipcu wben Argen¬ 
tina needs to be brought out of 
barbarism into foe sunshine 
and light of civilisation. 

What Evita bequeathed was 
not lawful- rightobut favours 
from the top. Evita never 
misappropriated funds, ft fa 
.said.-yet. she left an estate 
■worth ! millions-:. Bat worse 
than the theft of fooney. she 
stole people’s minds: The re¬ 
gime’s indoctriiBitian ^of 

-Its. chief OTtoeT^tidt brains 

washing has not onl^crippled 
generations ctf Argentines but 
has also prolonged-’the au¬ 
thoritarianism whidritas been 
the oountiy^'scourg^notlfK 
first'cccqulstador tn#Argen- 
tirie soft. ■ • ^ " 
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T he buckling of Commu¬ 
nist rule in the East 
followed a long period 
of internal decay; termites 
gnawed away at the founda¬ 
tions until, in 1989. only the 
facade remained. In the end it 
did not lake much of an effort 
to topple the remaining edi¬ 
fice. There are a dozen expla¬ 
nations for this great act of 
destruction and the most ac¬ 
cessible gives the honours to 
individuals: Mikhail Gorb¬ 
achev, Helmut Kohl. Lech 
Walesa and Vadav Havd 
have all been credited with 
bringing the house down. As 
His Holiness shows, the 
search continues for the heroes 
of the 1989-90 Revolutions. 

According to Carl Bernstein 
and Maroo Pbtiu, Pope John 
Pfeul and Ronald Reagan con¬ 
structed a secret, holy alliance 
to smash communism. Hand 
hand, the two leaders 


Roger Boyes 
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worked to keep Solidarity alive 
in martial-law Poland and 
steered tbe country to a point 
where the Communist Party 
had no option but to self- 
destruct. This is history as 
cartoon. Scores of Vatican 
sources, many of them sadly 
anonymous, self-serving 
American officials and Rates 
are squeezed for information 
and comment that is then 
crammed into a thesis worthy 
of a Marvel action comic 
General Vernon Walters, Ron¬ 
ald Reagan’s special envoy, fa 


shown with John Paul, pass¬ 
ing spy satellite photographs 
across "the polished mahoga¬ 
ny surface" of the Pope’s desk. 
The pictures show toe Lenin 
shipyards in Gdansk. 

“What is this?" asked the 
vkar of Christ. He pointed to 
the circle. 

“Heavy equipment. Holy 
Father.’ — military vehicles, 
personnel carriers, tanks for 
use by the Polish security 
forces. 

"Other photographs are 
handed over. This fa a fuel 
vehicle.' Walters explained, 
This is a silo, this is a pointed 
tractor cap that can plow its 
way through snow and tee — 


used for military assault, not 
for agriculture.’" 

Well, this is the Rope as we 
know and love him, a man 
famous for his fascination 
with missile silos. You begin to 
smell a rat when the authors 
stress the deep Roman Catho¬ 
lic roots of Reagan. Walters 
and CIA director William 
Casey. Bernstein and Rjfiri are 
desperate to find common 
ground between their two 
heroes. Were they not both 
actors? And is not the Vatican 
a kind of superpower with 
command over hundreds of 
millions of Catholics, with its 
own government intelligence 
service and politidal ambi¬ 
tions? "An ideal intelligence 
agency would be set up toe 
way toe Vatican is." security 
adviser Richard Allen tdls 
Reagan. Here is toe heart of 
the Bernstein and Politi falla¬ 
cy. Every organisation in the 
world gathers intelligence but 
that doss not define the organ¬ 
isation. The fact that the 
Vatican and the United States 
have spies, and that both 
Rome and Washington were 
opposed to communism, does 
not make for an equivalence. 
The Vatican, has no territory to 
defend, no geopolitical role, fa 
not part of a strategic constel¬ 
lation, cannot threaten with 
force. It fa rax a partner with 
Washington. There was no 
"secret aUiance,” only secret 
communication. 





A secret alliance? Pope JohriPaxd Hin the US.1995 


The Fbpe and Reagan were 
right as were the many small 
anti-Comnumist. Nationalist 
groups in the dissident move- 
ments-fof central and eastern 
Europe. The Pope made his 
contribution, stoking Polish, 
confidence with his pilgrim-' 
age in 1979. The Americans • 
also did their modest bit some 
dollars flowed into the Sofidar-. 
[ty underground and political 
' pressure was applied KrGeri- 
era] Jarujelski. Yet the case for 
a holy alliance remains uncore 
viridng; it b‘ ' simply . not 
enough to state tharthe Vati- : 
can and Washington shared a 
comrara.interest.... • . , 


. It fa a pfty .thai Thomas 
Reese’s- book. Inside the Vati¬ 
can. was. nor availably to foe 
authors when they set about 
drawing a conspiratorial ex¬ 
planation for foe defeat of 
communism. Reese-has-given 
a precise^ description the 
Vatican as an organisatibn.— 
or "rather three-interlocking 
.organisa tions ;. csie^deafing' 
with tile-spiritual administra¬ 
tion' of - one-. -bflEdn ■ Roman 
Catholics and 4,000 bishops, 
WteTuhraaig thii Varies rrihirri- 
statcrand one supporting.‘the 
extensive foreign policy work 
• of .foe Pope. In tins book ioo 
She sources are mainly anooy- 


mous, thoughsbnte are piain- 
.ly..American and *ftn^raent 
with the lack of rdfonns under 
this papacy. . .. ' L 1 . - 

• - ; Rut unlike the .'Bfemstein 
and Politi, volume, anonymity 
adds to its autft&fty and 
interest. Reese' 'ST' gdod on 
Vatican hureaucratsittid good 
- at die questions; Hfa sohrees 
''tinkfe'-wifo-gossip-«nd'loyal 
criticism of tSe’papacy. Spa w- 
: times the proposals'are a bit 

silly and Sorn feftt t iS Reese’s 
voice wavers . r uncertainly 
("How crazy does-'a pope have* 
to be, to ; be hacoi n pe w nt. to 
govern?*). But irisathorough 
. book ^ more instructive; fess 
mtuitive i 'thah toe works of' 
'VancancHogy written by toe 
Tate fieter Hebbeffftwarte — 

. ajicbit neatly deroaaarates the 
structural problems “of His 
Hoiiness. The Vaticirr is not a 
mbraSSfo.' jiapal policy: is full 
. sobriety, much of which’ 
seems Tfr have escaped Bem- 
steujahdPtofiti.^;.. 

- There fa. pt> Deep Throat 
vftuoi ^cat-irinibck foe secrets of 
thfa complex spiritual and 
. pbtitfcal 'organism. -‘Perhaps 
fftef vrifote props! was'dev 

signed a* a way of concealing 
TOW tittle' the United Stales 
actuary contributed to: the 
desfructiph ofaimmurusm. As ‘ 
Trafafl, • B e m st m r'was tjetcer 
afdismantlinffiwrtTiflpn«ihan j 



... htftmi^tBfescthiJre 
wnuUarJdds....,.j-.l 
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jan McIntyre assesses the lasting power and surprisingly diverse appeal of one of the 19 th century’s greatest playwrights 

His parchment skin and 
his fierce badger eyes 




s a young main, Robert Ferguson 
was » hypnotised by foe newts of 
L KmnHamsun dm he enraUedfar 
a degree course m Norwegian to learn to 
. reatf them in the original, When he 
subsequently wrote the life of Norway's 
greatest novelist he.called ft Enigma. 
ThietiltewoiMto 

for his new biography of That country's 
greatest playiwz^' 

Agenoatioh has passed ante Michael 
. Mayer'S fife. bf Henrik Ibsen. New 
material linco va ad sinccthen includes a 
letter of Ibsen* admitting paternity of the 
illegitimate dnW he lat he red at IS and 
detoils of how narrowly he escaped 
forced taboor for failing to contribute 
adequatety'tothe boy's support Fergu¬ 
son has also seen the diary of Emile 
Bardadv long believed losibut simply 
overlooked in a Parisian library . * 

The ' ffirt a tkm wife Bardach, daughter 
-of a weB^o-do Viennese family, was one 
ot several relationships with young 
women in Ibsen* later years. (“My wild 
woodS«idljhidI , *he wrote to another of 
. them — Hftdur Anderson, his muse for 
The Master Builder 0 To Bardach He 
appears to have .talked of divorcing his 
wife.and travelling the world with her. 
although he also admitted that he was 
studying her. “She never got her daws 
mto rae.-he graodessly told one of his 
German translators, “but L used her fair 
my writing." 


These “little princesses" were an 
escape from the bleakness of his mar¬ 
riage. “They live in. great comfort and 
elegance," wrote a visitor in iS°3. “hut in 
the most complete bourgeois silence. 

They are two lonely people, living 
absolutely in their own worlds." Isaac 
Bashevis Singer once said he sometimes 
dreamt of killing his wife but never of 
leaving her. Ferguson believes that 
captures Ibsen's feelings towards his 
Suzannah. 

While acknowledging the value uf 
Meyer* monumental study. Ferguson 
calls it “a biography of the spread of 
Ibsen's reputation". Hts own aim is both 
more modest and more precise, and was 
brought into focus by John Barton’s 
production of Peer Gjnt at the Oslo 
Amfisoenen: “I remember walking away 
from foe theatre and wondering why a 
man who could create a cosmic circus 
like that should choose to devote the rest 
of his life to writing a series of dark 
analyses of unhappiness." 


HENRIK IBSEN 
A New Biography 
By Robert Ferguson 

Richard Cohen Books. ££5 
jsbx jswebtBsa 


His mndusinn does not differ greatly 
from that of Ronald Gray, who ir. his 
much more hostile Ibsen — a Disserting 
l lew. published in 1977. wrote that ibscc. 
like Goethe, might have called his work 
“fragments of a great confession". It was 
the deeply felt humiliations and guilt c? 
his youth — his father's bankruptcy , the 
illegitimacy of his first child — which 
provided much of the raw material for 
his life's work. 

He also quarried his own profoundly 
rebarbative tempera men l "Friends are 
an expensive luxury," he told an ac¬ 
quaintance, and it was not one in which 
he indulced. He ordered his life with a 


discipline that was almost obsessional. 
When he returned home after 27 years of 
self-impcftsd exile in Italy and Germany 
he was almost as celebrated as his exact 
conremjwrary Tolstoy. An English visi¬ 
tor observed *his ritual daily entrance to 
the Grand Hotel in Kristiania — the 
invariable hlack overcoat and stove-pipe 
hit, the orized decorations pinned to his 
riresi: “A forbidding, disgruntled, tight- 
lipped presence, starchily dignified, 
straight as a ramrod — a touch of grim 
dandyism about him. but with no touch 
c: hum art kindness about his parchment 
skir. cr tierce badger eyes." 

The later plays, deeply concerned with 
the- subconscious, greatly interested 
Freud. !He detected'in Rosmersholm 
evidatw that Rebecca West had had an 
Incestuous relationship with her father.} 
When the play had its London premiere 
ir. !?Vi, a reviewer in The Gentlewoman, 
found iinle to praise: "These Ibsen 
creatures etc rite, unlovable, morbid 
monsters, and it were well indeed for 


society if all such went and drowned 
themselves at once." 

Ibsen may have created Ihe modem 
theatre, hut "half a century after his death 
his genius remained 3 mutter of opinion. 
“Where do you get your taste in 
authors?" asks Tyrone derisively in 
Eugene O'Neill’s hong Day's Journey 
Into Sight. "Voltaire. Rousseau. Scho¬ 
penhauer. Nietzsche. Ibswt! Atheists, 
ftjols. and madmen!" 


T heatregoers nonetheless still fiurk 
to Ibsen* harrowing dramas, and 
nol only In Oslo's National The¬ 
atre or on London's South Bank.A Doll's 
House no longer has great force in 
western society as an assault on foe 
instirurion of marriage, but Ferguson, 
who has lived ip. Norway for the last 14 
years, points out in an intriguing aside 
that it has assumed meaning for advo¬ 
cates of an Islamic reformation. It has 
twice in recent y ears been performed in 
the Norwegian capita] by risiting and 
native Islamic theatre groups, and has 
also been adapted as an Iranian film. 
Ibsen, whose mordant but elusive hum¬ 
our does not always survive translation, 
might just have permitted himself the 
grim ghost of a smile. 

Ian McIntyre's biography of Robert 
Bums. Dirt and Deity, is published this 
month by Flamingo, priced £8.99. 
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ike a travel guide or a 
history text, this is a 
book that begins with 
a map; and foe map. 
like Heighten* prose, is fasci¬ 
nating. Sunayoshi ward, Osa¬ 
ka, is where more foan half the 
sti»ies in foe collection take 
place. Mapped out. the area* 
rootless cultural sprawl is laid 
bare, just like the. modern 
Japan in the following stories 
— R marks foe Sumiyoshi 
shrine, Q, the Love Hofei M, 
foe American Dream Caffe. ' 
Rootlessness — the fear and 
freedom of it, the desire tntakfi 
flight and the need for home—- 
is what binds Heighten* sto¬ 
ries together. There is tite 
obsession with homelessness, 
of Emperor Chin Shi Huang 
Ti, entombed widihis terracot¬ 
ta army, who conquered Chi¬ 
na “like a silkworm, 
devouring a mulberry leaf’. 
There are foe impficatians of 7 
foe Japanese proverb, A man 
away from name *. has ■ no.; 
neighbours, looked at in the > 
disturbing light of Japanese 
atrocities in the Second World ’ 
War, then again in. relatkai to : , 
war-theme rooms in the priva¬ 
cy of a Lave Hotel. Most ofall, 
rootlessness Es seen as a fear 
ture of modem life, foe cam-., 
mon denominator of life irv fhe. 
20fo century. ‘'More than ever 


Tobias Hill 


FLIGHT PATHS OF 
THEEMPEROR- 
- Steven Heighten 
. Grama, £899 
• ISBN1862070016 


. you .are haunted You live in 
... tot age of .-airline i»ssen- 
gexs. scattered families, flight 
paths and for off destinations." 

• A writer of- poetry and 
fiction. Steven. Heighten has 
been anfoologised but- never. 
• fuflypifoishea in Britain. His 
'prose is charged.with, strong 
■ emotions, but. ihe care, arm 
pare of foe writing give foe ’ 
emotion balance, making it 
. subtle and intense, as in the 
sad comedies of a condemned 
suishi bar in Five Painrings of 
a New Japan, and foe hatredr 
af a half-Japanese girl for her 
father in A ppariium Flay. 

“Home- is if your, mother 
.fives,.and where," Heighten 
l wipes in one of several stories 
: about .family life — foe dis¬ 
tances between mother and 
sod, husband and wifiBut for 
, the most part Bight Paths of 
the Emperor is set in Japan 
itself, a soefery -where the 
young-are; Shin jin rid . 
‘'Strange . inscrutibte crea¬ 


tures" who recite 10th-century 
haiku but hardly talk about 
Hiroshima 

Heighten documents the 
generations of Japanese who 
have become alienated and are 
in flight from .their own hist¬ 
ory. “A fabulous nightmare 
foam which their parents 
shook themselves awake.” 
Echoing through many of the 
Japanese states is a haiku by 
Baxho —“Ah, summer grass!/ 
AD that remains/ Of warrior* 
dreams.” In Heighten* vivid, 
dear prose, the poetic image 
. becomes a haunting motif for 
foe postwar reconstruction of 
a culture broken almost be¬ 
yond repair. “After foe surren¬ 
der ... wDdflowers bloomed 
on the ruins, rippled in the hot 
wind. There was nothing for 
foe children to eat... I heard 
other, lhings as well; how 
faceless Japan had been,-how 
for a while it had been a 
different place... waiting for 
foe first touch of a foreign 
hand. For a sea change, uuo 
something, rich and strange." 

Tobias Hill's current 
collection of poems is 
Midnight in foe City of 
Clocks (OUP); ius first volume 
of short stories, SIdn, will 
he published try Faber in 
June. 






Legacy of our men in Africa 



t times Africa seems 
irredeemable. AsMatt- 

_ _ Farris wrote in 

The Times in 1992: “There is 
no hope for Africzu~no hope at 
aJL" In Winds of Change, a 
lively book on foe decolonisa¬ 
tion of Britain* African terri¬ 
tories, Trevor Royle s hows 
that he is not immune from 
such black thoughts. The roil 
call of disaster is more or less 
complete,” he writes in the 

introduction. . • 

Fortunately this js a wild 
exaggeration, as he is the first 
to demonstrate- Despite civil 
wars, famines, plagues, mis¬ 
haps and mistakes of every 
kind, none of the 13 African, 
territories which . Britain 
decolonised between J957 and 
1980 are in a state ofcoOa pseat 
the time of writing — except 
for Sierra Leone, one of the 
smallest. Many have made 
such unexpected econqoiit 
progress since the British 
withdrawal that as Trevor 
Rqyie puts it, "the physical 
remains of the British Empire 
in Africa are barely discern¬ 
ible.” And he means barely 
discernible under the highrise 
buildings, not the high African 
grass. 

So we can take some credit 
for the success of post-colonial 
Africa, as weii as kicking 
ourselves for some of .foe 
mistakes. _ - 

By comparison with Bel-. 
gium, France and Portugal, 
Britain has much to celebrate. 
In the 1940s solid foundations 
for'foe future were laidI bry a 
small group of mandarins al 
foe: Colonial Office, Jed by 
Andrew Cohen, with thebless- 
ing of Attlee* Colonial Secre¬ 
tary, Arthur Creech Jones. 

Royle quotes tellingly fom 
Cohen* report of the late 
1940s; The tasks of social and 
economic development have a 
special urgency, because ^we 
no longer have indefinite time 
in front of us." 

. Ir is easy to say with 
hindsight foal Britain had left - 
it all too late: freedom for 
India, promised .m‘principle 
before foe Second World War, 
was bound to have tea uttoxjj- ■- 
eating effector Africa. The fori 


Thomas 

Pakenham 


WINDS OF 1 CHANGE 
ByTrevor Royle 
John Murray, £ 19.99 
«■_ ISBN0719553S20 

A FIGHTING 
• RETREAT 

By Robin NriBands 
Hodder & Stoughton, £25 
ISBN0340635207 


remains that-Britaan was the 
first imperial power to .see the 
writing on the wall.- and so 
was able to win a breathing 
space - to prepare its Hack 
subjects for independence, an 
opportunity not granted to 
other niters in Africa, . 

In British Africa foe tmisfer 
of power; was peaceful and 
almost di gnifie d: Off-the-peg 

constitutions were hastily 
brought out dusted and sent 
off to Africa; parliaments were 
thrown'up liltefoealre props 
(designed on the Westminster 
model down to foe Speaker* 


wig); down came the Union 
Jack and . up went the new 
black and gold and green (or 
whatever colours they had 
chosen) and a new nation was 
boro. 

Predictably, Britain* big¬ 
gest error in constitutional 
design was in Nigeria, where 
a quarter of Africa* popula¬ 
tion were thrown together in a 
haffbaked federation, weight¬ 
ed to favour the North. But 
even in Nigeria, tormented by 
-cml war in the J960s and 
looted by corrupt politicians 
ever since, the civil service. 
' trained by the old rulers, has 
held firm and kept the nation 
on its feet How the unfortu¬ 
nate citizens of Zaire must 
wish their, nation had been 
equally well equipped at 
independence. 

“ To enliven his story Royle 
uses a medium not available 
to an earlier generation of 
historians: transcriptions 
from the tape-recorded voices 
of some of the participants. 
(Strange to say, he rails to 
exploit that gold mine of 


British colonial records, the 
tape-recordings at St Antony*, 
Ojrfard). The book documents 
vividly the confused feelings of 
the British administrators at 
the handing over of their 
colonies: shock at foe speed of 
events, sadness at leaving, 
pride in a job well done, 
misgivings for foe future. 

In A Fighting Retreat: The 
British Empire 1947-1997, Rob¬ 
in Neillands also draws heavi¬ 
ly on tape-recordings to write 
about the colonial wars of this 
period — "small wars" as 
people called them, somewhat 
disraissively, during the 19th 
century. He covers not merely 
foe Mau-Mau revolt in Kenya 
and the bush war in Rhodesia, 
but wars in other parts of foe 
Ctanmonwealfo, and foe very' 
different kinds of campaign in 
Northern Ireland and the 
Falklands. Neillands has har¬ 
vested a rich crop of new 
material, interviewing British 
soldiers of all ranks, and has 
edited il into a narrative which 
is vivid and illuminating — if 
hardly very edifying. 



E nptreand the Second World War recruitmeni into foe Royal West African Frontier Force 
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ndre Breton was the 
maim d' at the great 
Surrealist party’ of the 
Twenties and Thirties. To this 
day, no-one quite knows what 
Surrealism was. but this col¬ 
lection of essays by Breton, 
first published in 1924 when he 
was 28. is a good starting-point 
for trying to find out 

The main essay, The Dis¬ 
dainful Confession, written in 
1923. is a splendidly exuberant 
piece of youthful writing, full 
of bold repudiations of any¬ 
thing resembling reason or 
sense. "I do not see so-called 
logic as anything more than 
the shameful exercise of weak¬ 
ness," writes Breton. What he 
believes in. he says, is "never 
letting anything become 
dulled in me" — in "hurling 
myself out of the window 
ewry day, again and again." 
His hero in this essay is a 
elegant young man called 
Jacques Vache. "a 
past master in foe 
art of attaching 
very little impor¬ 
tance to any¬ 
thing". who spent 
his time drifting 
around Paris 
bars, and in 1919 
killed himself — 
according to Bre¬ 
ton — as a good 
black joke. 

This essay is 
one of foe liveliest 
accounts of rebel¬ 
lious boyish nihilism 1 have 
ever read. It is also a good 
account of Dadaism, insofar 
as that movement — invented 
by foe manic Tristan Tzara at 
about this time — allowed 
itself 10 have any even margin¬ 
ally intelligible ideas. Breton 
became for foe first few years 
of foe 1920s an enthusiastic 
Dadaist, handing over to 
Tzara a literary magazine he 
had founded. 

Bui where was he to go from 
there? The answer, which we 
get in the ocher main essay 
here. The Mediums Enter. 
was 10 abandon Dadaism and 
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THE LOST 
STEPS 

By Andre Breton 
Translated by 
Mark Polizzotti 

University of 
Xebmska Fre si. 
£1680 
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invent Surrealism. Surrealism 
emailed the same repudiation 
of conscious thought as Dada¬ 
ism had. Bui it found some¬ 
where to go in order to keep 
alive its sense ol wonder and 
excitement — and that was 
into the Unconscious. 

Breton noticed that as he fell 
asleep, "phrases rich in im¬ 
ages" came into his mind. So 
was born foe idea of poetry 1 as 
a kind of “magic dictation". 
That is perhaps as near as we 
can get to saying what Surre¬ 
alism is — an involuntary 
exploration of the depths of the 
unconscious mind. 

Breton, when 
he was on his 
honeymoon in Vi¬ 
enna,’ even went 
10 sec Freud to tell 
him about his 
idea, but Freud 
gave him short 
shrift, and Breton 
wrote a bad-tem¬ 
pered article 
about him. which 
is also included 
here. Bui after 
Breton produced 
his Manifests du 
surrealisme in 1924, it caught 
on, and the notion was in 
vogue until the late Thirties. 

Not foar it ever produced 
much. Writers such as Louis 
Aragon, who started wiring 
under foe Surrealist banner, 
soon turned to communist 
politics. The one good poet 
who emerged from the move¬ 
ment in France, Paul Eluand, 
certainly had an instinct for 
stringing together evocative, 
broken lines about love and 
grief — the editor of the 
Heiade edition of Eluard's 
works describes his poems as 
like foe “wings of a butterfly 


SATURDAY BOOKS 


In the Directory: Marcel Berlins on 
the best crime novel of 1997? 


dazzling with dawn" — but 
like a butterfly, too. they have 
a very brief life in the mind 
after one has read them. 

Chirico's paintings and Coc¬ 
teau's films are foe works foal, 
to my mind, draw most suc¬ 
cessfully on dreamlike images, 
and both would have paid 
homage to Surrealism. But foe 
power of their an comes from 


the masterful selection and 
deployment of their imagery, 
not just from the fact that it 
has welled up from foe uncon¬ 
scious. 

In Britain, the movement 
had little serious influence, 
though in 1936, al foe time of 
foe International Surrealist 
Exhibition in London. Herbert 
Read produced an absurd 
book about it in which he 
praised foe Surrealists as hav¬ 
ing "as pure a spirit as the 
Bolsheviks". Henry Moore is 
sometimes claimed as a Surre¬ 
alist. And today, whenever he 
gets a chance to write about it. 
George Melly still tries to keep 
the old flame burning. 
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• Order any book reviewed or featured In The Times 

• All you pay is foe publisher’s suggested retail price 

• You can buy ANY English-language book currently in print 

• FREE postage and packing in the UK 
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I Aid 


The Legal Aid Board is the largest purchaser of legal services in England and 
Wales. Over recent years we have initiated major changes in the delivery of a 
service which affects the lives of millions. At the same time we have made real 
progress in promoting Total Quality Management in all areas of our operation. 
As part of a major package of further re f or ms we are taking over legal aid 
means assessment from the Benefits Agency. This will result in a fully 
integrated service provided, through our thirteen Area Offices and wifi represent 
a significant service improvement 

You could be one of the two key individuals who will drive forward the change 
process. 


on cases in which the assessment of a client's means requires specfei attention. 
Reviewing and improvfng the criteria for identifying cases will be an important 
part of your role, as will the agreement of performance objectives and Ualson 
with key Board personnel and external agencies such as the Inland Revenue. 
You will bring to the role a track record, gained over several years, of motivating 
and managing teams while continually reviewing and improving their 
effectiveness. Creativity will go hand in hand with the maturity and judgement 
to anticipate events, define goals and devise strategies to meet demanding 
objectives. No less important will be your ability to influence others and 
communicate effectively. Ref: A1317. 


Project and 

Implementation Manager 


London 

As manager of our Special Investigations Unit, making use of your substantial 
project management and leadership skills, you will take rasponsibifty fix the 
transfer of this high profile function from the Benefits Agency in fteston to the 
Legal Aid Board in London. Thereafter you wiH feed a tBem whose emphasis wiH be 


Policy Co-ordinator 

cC3Qk London 

As head of a new team you wfU develop policy and guidance 
on ail aspects of the means assessment process. In the run¬ 
up to the takeover of means assessment by the Board in 
1998 you will play a leading role in preparing a new manual for our Area Offices 
which is accessible, comprehensive and will be published externally. \bu will 
work dosely wfth our operational staff in the design of nevr procedures which 


wHi achieve justifiability and consistency in all means assessmentdeciaohs. . 
Ybu.wfll also represent the Board at aH tools in external consuttaSor? and witt ' 
deal with a wkje range of individual enquiries. ' 

Qualified to degree level creqtdvaferrt you witt hra solid expertencsof ' 
operational or project management, an analytical frame of mind and an abSity ■ 
to communicate dearly and simply to a wide range of audiences, ’fou w® be 
numerate, confident in your dealings with poOcy makers and commentators at 
all levels and committed to bimess in the delivery of a highty customer focused 
service. Ideally you will also possess a working knowledge of flnandai services, 
inland Revenue practices and the major welfare benefit systems. Reft A131R. 

If you believe you have the skills to fill these challenging new roles, please send 
your CV to Austin fO^ght Limited. Knlghtway House, 

20 Soho Square, London W1 AIDS. _ Please quote . v 
appropriate reference number. Closing date for receipt of ' 
CVs is 7th January 1997. Assessment centres will beheld 
on 22nd and 23rd January. 


We elm to be an equal opportunities employee 


CONSTRUCTION LAWYERS 


r/A 



. v/ r=v Like the most solid of 
constructions, your 
career needs to be 
founded on sound 
building Mocks. 

A recovering property and 
building market has greatly 
enhanced the marketability of 
lawyers with good construction 
experience. See whether you 
measure up to the following:- 


BIRMINGHAM senior 

Leading city centre practice seeks a 
senior construction litigator . Whilst 
specialist experience is desirable, 
general commercial litigators with 
some exposure to. or an interest in, 
construction wiU be considered. Ideal 
opportunity to cement a carter with 
partnership opportunities. 

Call Paul Thomas on 0171427 0109. 


MANCHESTER NQ - z PQE 

Due to increased volume of work, one 
of the country's foremast construction 
practices requires bright and energetic 
solicitors who have already laid the 
foundation stones of a successful career 
in dus challenging area of law. A rare 
opportunity to work alongside partners 
who are preeminent in this field. 

Can Pool Thomas on 9171 427 0/09. 


Talk to as in confidence. 
AtteraatMy you may tdsk to 
send your career history to us by 
past, fiat or E-M ad 
rea-uH@rrynelLce.uk. 

ReyneO Limited, 55 Fetter Lane, 
London EC4AIAA, 

Pax: 9171353 7009. 
FREEPHONE: 0809 891914. 


BRISTOL NQ-2PQE 

Any edifice is only as strong as its 
weakest paint and you will need to 
possess calibre experience of 
contentious and non^rontetuiaus 
construction matters to join this 
cohesive department of team players. 
Exceptional litigators considered. 

Ctdi Hedky Walsh on 01714270102. 


CARDIFF 2-5PQE 

Plans for a lift in your career prefile? 
The blueprint has been drawn up for an 
elevation in your prospects if you have 
contentious construction experience 
wiMn a commercial framework. Ability 
to hit ground naming essential for key 
appointment within successful team. 

CoS titdley Walsh on 0/7/ 427 0102. 


Reynell 


Legal Recrui tment Consultants 


Reyncff Legal Recraimeai is a member of ibe worldwide Austin Knight Group with offices in the UK, France, Holland. Ca nada, US A and Australia. 


lusiomer sen/i 



Business Systems Manager 


competitive salary - car - benefit: 


Thames Water is tire largest water comp an y In the UK -and 
also proving the most ftextote. An exciting programme of 
change is restructuring the organisation as s matrix of 
interdependent core businesses. One of these businesses is 
Customer Reid Services, which deivers a fast response to 
customers’ service problems to the fiekT. Wh3oworking wfth 
a central (Tfunction, wa are setting up a capabfty to drive 
out the benefits of the systems used within GFS. So tills 
opening for a Business Systems Manager in CFS brings wfth 
it all the scope for influence and initiative of a greenfield 
opportunity. 

A strategy of large-scale investment is driving us to 
the forefront ki a changing utstie® market-which means that 
you wB sponsor our mafor systems projects. Working vrfth 
tiie central IT function, you wifl help mate dectsione as 
to which technology wfl best help us meet the 
needs of mDUons of customers, coaching 
colleagues In how to get the most out of ft. Your 
perspective will extend to the interface 
between CFS and the other cote businesses at 
TW, so you must rapidly develop a sense of 
how the organisation works as a whole. Using 


IT to provide accurals information antt support service 
routines, you wB also develop business systems to wtancia 
the affictaicy and accountably of oie external contractors 
- who makes signifiesnt impact toour sendee .dallvwy, . 

Setting technology to workln trmokatiye w^s, yquw*l 
be crwW to the success of our change programme, Yaw 
Influence w* attend throughout aB management levels arid, 
you wtt have the conviction and crecfflJlBly to use ft 
effectively. With a minimum 5'years' managerial 
experience fn the development of projects. In-depth 
knowledge of the preparation df IT business cases, and 
preferably some knowledge of mobfie customer services, 
you wl) draw on your sopMsticrted commercial awareness 
as ytxi analyse and resolve compto problems. 

In addition to. a generous salary we offer'an 
extensive range of benefits fnefodtog pension 
and perfomiarxtorfBlated pay. For an opportunity 
to lead change si the most senior levels, sand 
your cv to Rona Peett. Personnel Manager. 
Thanes Water Utilities, RoseKHn Court, 
Rose. Kin Lana. Rsadhg RG2 OR.Ctoeing 

date: I3tii January 1997. 
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GENERAL MANAGER 


Wir sod cine cefar eKfblgreicbe Vcrirnfn- uod Scarvuxatederiassaog tier firaa Steers 
MancWneabao GmbH, cur taasktRUaaodes Untembaea in DeuBcHand ftir h ct M rlrtm p- 
fillip: Ve nwdnmgntuidii ae a tier GeMbdoe- and Nahnrngimtnrtinrtnmic. 


Uaser Msteriger Cocfalftarfilhrw wild im Jmnar >997 als VcsfrieMdw tan Susunbaro is 
Deutschland ttidg werden. Seinen Nufafolger in Redditch mSchtca wir so schnefl wfc 
oBgHch dnsoeOca- 


Ideal wfire a, worn Sis beteiB l^ngcro Zen in eioer ftibrenden Posluoa rang geweaan «ind 
nad die den&dtt and engtische Spraebe in Wort and Schrift deher Mwnr h m . S«e soQsrai 
Qber aas gate brofinfanaefae Oder exintte/ie Ausbfldang vafQgsn and snsgicblgc 
Brfahnn^ im Vertrieb too lsroatition^firerD bcaitteo. Wir erwamai, dass Sie gm 
ov^amssejeo ppd uryjtHfl ud ISO 9002 Standazd zn. c ncl c toi and zu 

ahalten. Erfabnmg am PC and Software aowic t&e ahigfccfe. einen gmen tafenri ex tea 
JHStKffjeuHSHasn zn efordatidi, ma Erfolge nadtweasen zn Mkmn> 




CAREER 

CROSSROADS? 


Namaad Consultancy Practice requires Exceed ves 
with a subtle bleed of entinnaasm, experience and 
pavmadiry to provide business sappon and advice lo 
our expanding ctiesrt base. Our consultants benefit 
Irren Uic fisjribflity of self emptoytnent wbQst having 
Ibe xeaastmnce of a guaranteed s u pport and 
remneratian package (bat is second to acne. A 
refundable deposit is requ ir ed from those s elected. 
For ftmLer details, please send a CV marked for toe 
aneotioa cf Mr D Denny ux 

The Hotooo Brown Coorottanry Ltd 
The Grange, Market Sqnarc, Westerbam, 
Kent TNI61AH 

Teh 01959563 HI Fax; 41959 563222. 
dosing date 3rd January 1997 


COMPUTER CONSULTANCY require:- 

Analyst/Progranimer ' 




Must have degree and nunimam two yearn experience nf ri&er 
Model 204 ofKrran to work an rra^or London bned imaa 
dient iSSpunenL Saluty acg. CVsto PO Box No 2L5S, 
TbausNeropapera LTH, PO Box 3553,1 Vtcgbda Street, 

- London, Rl9inL 


r * 


DIRECTORS 


Sc SENIOR EXECUTIVES 


Wir bielen chi mg e m ea ac nes GchaU mil znsUzhcben Ptehcnletenaga e na pte efc end Doer 
und fitfoiga 


Bine Sin Ibm voflaOndigen Bc w crbu n gw m criagen an unseen PCTanafaMrflnng; 




Packaging Machines 


KISTERS MascMneaban GmbH 

Boschstr 1-3 

D 47533 

KLEVE 

GERMANY 


Absolute DiakimioD sicbena wir Oman zd. 


ALL BOX NUMBER REPLIES SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TD: BOX No._ 


c/o THE TIMES NEWSPAPERS 
P.0. BOX 3553, VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 


Senior Executives seeking career advancement'oeedmore nun wcu 
IrrcerEnec is Earope's only Inpbcernenr" & Oatp Lc aiie m Consultancy 
a national network of over 5,000 personal recruitment conocts derokipi 
daily, covering all industries and i fBciplinr a.- 


1 H 1-1 UK'S I. A R G FS1 SOURCE O 1- UNA D v r; R | i. s H D t ' r; A \ c : 
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njETIMES THURSTIav TAyn.« PY 21997 
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i.* 


VariousLocations 


Superb Executive Package circa $250,000 + stock options 


Tbe KBS mission is to recmic tfae best candidates for clients seeking 
con^ietitive advantage and success. We too are investing in our 
people to ensure that we c<^uicrae to oJ0fer exceptional service. 




♦ m . '"V"' QUALIFICATIONS 

r J n IQ nu^ adfi? ^.P* 0 **-*®^ .♦BcccHent academic credentials. Ideally 

... portfolio of scrriatx pnyridinf'; ■_ professional or business qualifications. Belief 

' 81541 fiectcrr ■ marasiAancyaiKldiaitserriee. 

pracpqs. Expapdiqgiatea rarion aH y .' 'I-; ♦Established recruiter or business career with 

Kewardio 8 and progressive cai«T.strH^Ure. *.;*■ 'dear sector/functional focus. Assessment 
.excellent remuneranwi. .C ttnnajBd 

. Md Investors in People. ■ ‘ ♦AiaUry to build business relationships. 

v cnrr ^ opponuuuies ataH levels and locations. Gregarious, tenacious, winning. Detail 

'A'i j. ’ V .conscious, articulate and literate. Team 
* "• . ‘ *• Vrf.r\ •*.-:• orientated. Committed to hard work and 

•• ; : ......deBweringquality.' 

fte ® e se *Kl Wl cr. statbf«day,-MdttfUba, to N&Setecrioo. Ltd. 1 st Floor, 

• Wegrigtxiniftdo^ Slough SLl IBB 





Sough CT7SJ fcC835a • Loodoc C171 493 W92 
Aberdeen* Birnunghun * Bristol• City 
Edinburgh * Glasgow * Leeds « London 
M mcbear x * Stoegfr* Madrid * Pare 


NBSQECnoaSjEKD 

a BNB Resoqtccsplcopflgpagr •' *. 


NBS 


In just five yean, our client's share of tie Nor* American 
marker for high technology projectors has grohfl to SI60 
million - an impressive record of i!*v compound annual 
growth. This achievement has been snderpianed by a 
strong product line, multiple chacnei distribution and a 
highly innovative management siy-e. However, it is :he 
company's commitment to creatively targeted product and 
marketing strategies that adds real power to its 
performance on a global scale. 

As Vice President of Marketing & Sales, ii will be yoar 
responsibility to build upon this superb track record and 
ensure the company's continued market domination. It is a 
role dial will demand a clear vision and understanding of die 
current and future marketplace, the technology and the fast 
changing needs of our customers. 

Skilfully managing the product life cycle, marketing 
programme and sales force, you »;iJ focus your efforts on ibe 
maximisation of revenues, sales volumes, market penetration 
and overall market potential. Key areas of involvement will 
include ibe development and implementation ai product and 
marketing strategies, the development of distribution 
channels, resellers and their own sales team in addition to tbe 
planning and co-ordination of marketrne programmes and 
support tools for product merchandising and positioning. 

This senior executive position offers great scope to influence 
(he future of a mayor market player, ft is therefore essential th» 


you have at least 4 years' experience in a senior marketing 
position with a SI00 million PC or computer peripherals 
company. You will also need to be supremely confident in your 
product management, leadership, strategic and analytical skills. 
Theirs is a fast-moving business with new products constantly 
coming on stream, so you will have chsire d. or made a 
significant contribution to a strategy committee that has 
conceived at least one successful product plan. You should 
also have headed ocher successful product introductions and 
life cycles and have hands-on experience of marketing tacitc*. 
including launches, promotions and advertising. 

As yew will be relocating to California, it is essential that you 
hold a degree or an MBA to satisfy US immigration 
requirements. 

The company is based in San Diego, Southern California, 
which not only enjoys an agreeable year-round climate but 
also offers superb housing, high quality educational facilities, 
unlimited cultural and recreational opportunities for all the 
family and a standard of living unparalleled in the UK. 

The rewards and benefits, like the challenges ahead, will be 
considerable. For immediate, confidential consideration, please 
forward your CV quoting the reference 4&SG, io our 
consultants; Moxon Dolphin Kerb)*. 178-202 Great Portland 
Street. London WIN 6JJ. Fax; 0171 636 5592. Alternatively 
apply on-line via The Monster Board htxp^fwww.monster.co.uk 


aoconcjolphin-kerby 



SUPPORT TOttBLP BUSINESS 


|Lj 



£25,000-00,000 PA 

RUq"R£wd RBLIME OTOfOUMfiB 

Qq oftttdoK Hadnq> A U«un 


TEACH WHAT YOU PRACTISE : 

Busmen LMd lm been esobfabed fcraiqhouc'thftCQittrji 
Their m i nio n . - to provide sml and ■ m » pr t»a x •• 

(SMEs) with the jmfouknd. comprabe nO rw s u pport M .; • Comp i Ka eflw 


Hr. 6 


enable them to .w imb and into in both 'home and . • tjnpnaqtreorKfYttyandopen muvvrtnam 
Inrenwtaml Mho .M Ms fawn on* tool wtrVftHT'"~ * V *Jw *W«r too^mdroandpHoridaa wort 
Business link lundon'Oty Ptomen’whkh *wj C oa d dc ii .Bat . .• * tw d MX s mm&d * BI *I 

ftiHy operational hmgtated advfaa and 4>Usfad« a^on V. aiwvMt l-M *WW upc in n a . 

inform ati on aarvfcw, Brim SM& innartnwharaM fcte cnai tporSaBf to I nck a fc AMS,. NASDAQ, equit y 
are more eBroi etf M U ai y w h w e a>a«<IK..• " * intode, spadn Bit and brnridnydnapee. 

Based ki the Gtp.our datwwtation tq so£&a£$nda graft' -»te o a«x ta l. «i teprt* n Md dtro-d, you ««1 m ternad to 
deal of hard wortta^raadr bean of teanaitiaLbanafe » ■ fcoa on. the Jay tames of ramgng a business or diene 
over 1000 local compute '• T . •" •• * acCoom wtthoot keiig sight of the whole picture. Tbu know 

TlmraieofThefimt^Caus^^dniUiA^WaxiGHUtf -ihow m iakhta tad buOd ksthg worichg rehdonshlps with 
Business Ltaks- Probab^ ACffi quotffied. wtd.Xtor^n* dose^r jar dan. Tfcor aiAy to hun, bbserte. iralysa and 
vdh ftrsonaJBiatete Athtori^y^4iai>be rBq30igfcl%io^^ impinlMdoanlHitanmymi rj cfau a . u ndwsnnd wM undetpta 
advtahtg dents on bowmg nicw reqotsa brOtanCW yoar role m a ptob tetw sCtm r ^mirafcedilDgs lajyen. 
asshxance In orderto m»xfcnintdH*r efk«hm«si. aod wahisf MaibutrCfaeWMiMl^ cAeawtaad 
as a hrefatay nrfa b cbfcr t bo*mm pietaka* to our rerotamrec.aMmrs Wkhmt 
v^ereappro pnaa.^fauwM adddona^ dBo fap dose vyitty ; ^ Unftad. Kmc fta*X NaW FlKW Lotte 

^ ^ Me.am w jusl steb . 

a f »ditnftP M)fhyhyiJpQ jBTwKgxlortf anq o m • •* ■■■■ ■ ■ - - — — •— ^ 

+ , ^ ■. V T , • / . , fWf J jq. l*Tmycmiy AI.UAII. J HMJM ijUPI C 

TOSUCCEg7YOUVVlU.Tteg)TO ‘ ?*** ^ ^ 

• An o aw a w - of tew jnmM to . nxdtel kUS. - . nnnnmi.lrin Ftnohww- 

IhbVwhh! fiHT i k w anf wn rt i i.- “ are-an tsaoi upporomtoes troptoyttr 

• An tmdcrewidhw oTate manag ement of g rowth and w ekutne app Boaloni from all sacdoos 

. and cha n g e. ■■ oi tbecottammfcy. 

,- 7 t ± = „ ^ 

v. v^SalcsIxecative - - 

V c£28^KK) (£60,000 OTH) + Car 

TOjynli^b^-gqteriettcBd Tcdmiad Testm, yon will 

Cyfiol* range of hardwee md 
ip corporate cuuiuadal cod-mas. As an 


[^1 


ian.cn va tuma a taacnon 


Graduates 


AMBITIOUS, SUCCESSFUL, 
FORWARD THINKING AND 
PROGRESSIVE. 

ENOUGH ABOUT US, NOW WHAT 
ABOUT YOU? 

Meyer International may not be a household name, but we are 
one of the leading distributors of building materials, limber and 
associated products in both the UK and the Netherlands, with 
operations in North America and Europe. Our main UK Companies 
include Jewson and two limber product divisions, providing a 
comprehensive range of materials and hire services to the housing 
construction, repair and improvement industry. 

As we've already said, we're ambitious & successful and recognise 
that to stay that way, we need to invest time and money to develop 
our Business Managers of tomorrow. This is where you come ini! Our 
professional management training and development programme is 
second to none - and the career prospects we offer are outstanding, 
lending to roles in branch or product man ag e ment, sates and marketing. 
The programme is designed to equip you with the breadth and 
■. .. depth of knowledge, experience and understanding you'll need to 

- succeed. You'd start by gaining hands-on experience of all aspects 
of our business and will progress to positions where you'll enjoy the 
freedom and autonomy which come with early responsibility. In 
order to take full advantage of all opportunities for progression, you 
• must be mobile-in fact by the end of the first six months you'll have 
. :■ already worked in two different locations! . 

Naturally we're looking for bright individuals who are commercially 
aware, ssIf motivated and full of enthusiasm. You'll need to enjoy 
leading, as well as working as part of a team and should ideally 
already have some knowledge of the building or a service industry. 

If you have a good degree (in arty subject), have your sights set on a 
career in business management and you con demonstrate a 
entrepreneurial flair together with plenty of initiative, we'd like to 
h.or from you! 

I " I F. If you like the sound of joining us and you think you have the 

I attributes we're seeking, please apply on a standard application 

~ • form (available from ail Universities) to Frances Bowden, 

■WWWW Personnel Manager, Meyer International Pic, Akfwych House, 

♦In i k 1 81 AJdwydi, London WC2B 4HQ. Please ensure she receives 

feteHaad your application by Monday 27th January. 


CyfiakQiKpoxvdfaisdicwa&dk . 
kdiaganHteptqrrfcapnsdd - 
e nt eg p dteWlditiafc aterion security 
soluti ons mid tk piouea of industry . 

standard public fcry Maittgniltil r 

tc&Bologf*.Oaxcmumash*dbric : *. ■ 
mahitndt of global leadens across a wide 
spectrum indndhig die financial services 
inid banking sectce. Unpr ec ede nted ., . 
growth m raufccs demand for Cyttnkk - 
data encryption prodacts-eveates 4ae-. 

new oppernrettiesto join the fogUy 
dedicated Bwrincss Team based at onr 
European bcadqnartaxs In Bte p t dh . 


‘ v ' Distribution 

CJ28.000 (£60,000 OTE) + Car 

As a key ^ayer fco oer tz m opea n Bosineg Team you will be 
TCSpcxK&le for developing dhtribcior triartonships from 
sup p o t tiu g initial customer pikn aids through ® faD 
solution sales. With a sound technical appreciation of 
; eorpome ITaaiinetwotk axvinmntenti. yoa wiH possess the 
tenacity and inatazhy rwptirtd io suceesdnUy manage both 
- short and k»g term sales cycles. 

tf yon- axe keen to forge an writfag antex in tive 
ngddty growing data seatrity muket with a wdl 
es i A E a hed i n dn st iy leader^ please send your M CV 
wicb .a covering fotxer to oor tetained xeendonent 
i imwiltaiirr Kevin laaah oejoy Scovefl. 

{AH qgcadcspkau Orise wtfrix&nXaBudamsiikaius) 


AS Box manbar rapff a a 
ahoukl b* adteaaad 

toe 

BOX Mae-_ 

C/oTha Tima 
P,a BOX3653, 
Vkjpnla Street, 
London El iGA 


To aupport oar turtbur axponaton wo are lookfog ton 

SALES 

S«K motivating Profoadonal aatetoxocutivas wfeh prowan high coltbro safes 
• clifo vaoront a w W iln ttw Industry. 

TECHNICAL 

Systems Enghttera/Pr* and Poet Salas Conaultaata Wlndowa KT/Lotua 
Netns/NovalL 

SMBad paraooruri fai al tham araoa of nxpsrtlBa. 


r SARAH LOUISE ^ 

Leading Childrens wear manufacturers 
require 

REPRESENTATIVES 

for 

thefolUanving two territories 

YORKS HIRE & SUROUNDING COUNTIES 
AND 

LONDON, SOUTH EAST & HOME COUNTIES 

Experienced preferred but sot 
essential as full training will be 
>—s. given. 

Apply: Mr L R Given, 10-24 Green 
) Lane, Ormskirk, Lancs 

MEM Tel: 01605 576069 


Manager Rsqointf Posiiiau Vacant No*/ 

£18,000 - £22JXX) 

UK ina afUS puAkc axapxiy mi* cnfeMB AraBBwanaii 
poBMu trod <» ihe Laadoa aca. Maa vaaro soad mmt aTOi 
Enpte linaaifc- bi*b «nl and uraen,» und Uapase paitaUy 
MIA, Good. Sfaoob « Dntth wiH prandr addinnd appawnm 
lo> pronuun. Mu hr «df atiwd «ad ta«r po*ta atinganta 
opakace. Fbn a dense or roalar fora*! qnUliadm. Yon oam 
bnr ■ fall doa downs tatt. «n»S aq^mUmal tkte and a 
daSemat to crooner aovioe. Rrod eqaaaoo alow ■«* 

p mfTM n m r nntl pwwulr 1 -jHy p wa . H k<l « l mmA bonm 
carororoeo qipcftaniae*. Man tc opc» a> ralocxioa m (tame. 
Hero mi your CV nob titoj lewy IK 

ATTENTION MR J BALLARD 
CFS Managauva Service* 

43A Cbmeta Suen 
EufieU 

Middlesex. EN26AJ 
We air an equal opp nt w n hie* employer 


CREME DE LA CREME 


001 c,ief1t ■ a 

international 
computer company, is seeking an 
experienced top-level PA. Working 
lor a Senior Executive, you will have 
had several years' experience at this 
level, with foe confidence and ability 
to handle multiple tasks calmly and 
professionally. A background in an 
International Financial Services or 
Banking environment would be an 
asset. 

We are offering an excellent salary 
and benefits, plus full training and 
on-going support. 

H you are proactive, dynamic and 
looking for a new challenge, please 
contact Joyce Lee on 0171 202 5414. 
Fax: 0171 202 5904'. 

OMANPGWER 

There’s more for you 


IKUN * ANDREWS 


i a n ii-*- 
ir pr iofi ' 


GET THAT JOB IN 


Oht expertise is testf on warty 20 yean experience 
of the exec u tive job ma rket offered ttnwgft 30 office 


Throw WWlAUGHI;lBRBC^^wca^.JaWMB i 
Hereftes over iqQ^.tBndrtTfisotf vaw^fes .eacfr 

year «tte£3tW0ty» bracket . 

Call new far a' fcee ce n g Watkw amaeBf mu (j oh hit 
ofModteBee,""'- •" : - 


0500 05 0^ 0 


baata-VLtei 
Loutoa-Citj 
Krteftew 
. ktafftwe 

--. rtw ri Hr 
-career 
Ctetasfert 
.'Chefteehaa: 
-Criifite 


Manctestar 
E .*Wards 
WoftbmUnw 


W «H. V 




Eatw- 
fedMfort 
: ' Leeds 
, L e ic e st e r 
JUwiiiool 


Reading : 
Sheffield^ 

• StARwas:":' 

Swimkm . 
The Potteries 

■ a* — — J —L " 

WSBlOCT 

Wefaartqt- ■ 
Yfipcbaner 


VXM CTOONiC"itj^^ - 

BUSINESS TO BUSDffiSS SALES 


CDI Cohubodb Di 
couuoexce services 


y.httanet 


canmace. The Emopett. operatKxr ts set. to expend end xepota me 
following Joey people for w eariy-New. Year start, 


UK Stransic Accotmt Devdopmcnt Maunet(s) OTE HOOK 
Enroll TochmcaT Sravicca Maneger £40K cxdtxfo^ hooos 
O^/Psrtper Rdxrions hfan^er £30K c«fBdii« 

Key Account^Develppineid ^ - TFrance amt Gamany COE 

Sueoosfol candtfws. vffl dcnwotite exceptional mtecpetso nal and neg^gg 
vHitv within the coanpiticr iadusay.exh&k bosincss tobusxpcs* aoimea 

mbattves wffl prove useful- JfigWy ^dop ca 
rehdKMshqw tt^ScrfhygoDcvttoFw yDist ^^ 

wSl- ad- Wd> 5to PevetepeoKo «&«*** .5™ * MBA. An 
ratufctafM -wfll he degree educated and posritdy possess an MBA. An 

atkfi t iopiil Bmopcan h^guagc tf tacfcngd. 


NORTH'WEST 

COMPETniVESAlARY + raCAR 
+EXCELLENT BENEFITS 
Mas Copco Corapressais.Ud is a world leader In the 
snmfedm: sates and mariteting of pnsumaSc p&nt Kid 
eqLipmert. Wo are acsnrttisd loibshtgtestetandafdBoi after 
saftoOerriralmughanehiorfcofsenmdepWandatBanid 


Wire airway kioWiig for a detficaled Am Service Manager 
band to-our .Wigan depot to aid our current expansion 
programme whfe nraintairting a b*Qh level of custtroer 


Younfi be of graduate csflxa and lweaserva»l»t*pwndin 
roechanic&l BosineorinQ aid mat be a&fe to demon&aie 
Jeadortb sidSsL.Yfaj *S ftrther need fl» Boenen to run a 
successful opeoHonfllongsldo excatertoxnmuntafionand 
f^MKxtfafdB&n^akffiswxAflieaitacfaBal^ . 
Ploasesend a CV tackK&ig currert salary felafc and quoting 
Ref: 70W fa fao Peracnoel Maager. Allas Copco 
Compressors Ud, P0 Box 73, SwaBcmdale lane, Homel 
HennpEirad,Herts.lff27HA. . 


MdasCopco 


Senior Interior Design Professionals 
• for CTmitgfrfli Office 

ML Moser Assoasietis a regional orgxmswwa wi* 9th- staff 
in 4 does Ofong Koog. Shanghai, tdpd. Smgxport) 
{BorifiM inufair design and faaBlia p j a nmig for 
□xiMoaikHal eatporata elxDtt rod finsodsl ireasitwzs. Tbe 

w u w mnj was foeaded in Hcog Kong in 1981. We haw been 
in Shtogteu sfoee 1993 nd we presettty hwe a staff of 24 
i wk i iBi i g ArenSu, Heng famg and We 

iavtie canttiffatta for tbe pati ti tes at (1) Deputy Bead Of 
Office rad (2) h tekr Dctel/FtaiiMr With t minimum 
of 8 ytm aad. S yew ex pcri eocc regNObdy in caporem 


£16,323 - £22JS37 Essex, Bristol or Cambridgeshire areas 


The Construction Industry Training Board worts closely with companies to 
improve training within tbe industry. 

As a Training Adviser you will be at the from-line in making sure we 
uphold our commitment, ensuring we provide a co m prehensive training and 
advisory service to companies within tbe Essex. Bristol and 
Cambridgeshire areas. 

There arc three roles: one for tbe Sooth West (covering Bristol and tbe 
surrounding districts); one to cover the Essex area and another for North 
Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire. 

It is a diverse, high profile role - one in which you .wiH be actively 
promoting CITB. and its prodnets and services to companies. Together with 
tbe Advisory Service Manager you will develop a training and advisory 
service to companies within your given area in order to assist with the 
identification of present and future training needs and with the 
implementation of training requirements. You will also encourage 
companies to participate in New Entrant Training. 

The ideal applicant will be a self suner with high levels of motivation and 
will have a supervisory background in the construction industry and 
experience of the training function. You will need the communication skills 
to establish oedibtiity at management, supervisory and craft level. Some 
comparer literacy is also desirable. 

In return we offer a competitive salary and benefits package to include an 
index linked Pension Scheme. £194 p-a. luncheon suppfenieat and car or 
cash allowance. 

CITB welcomes applications from suitably qualified people regardless of 
sex, race, marital status, age or disability- Appointments will be made solely 
on merit. 

To apply, write either with your CV stating which location is of interest, 
or to request an application form, to: Tbe Personnel Department, CITB, 
Bircham Newton, Kings Lynn, Norfolk PE31 6RH. 

Ctasing date: 21 January 1997. 
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Company liability for death 


Extra evidence was unnecessary 


Regina v Gateway Food- 
markets Ltd 

Before Lord Justice Evans. Mrs 
Justice Ebswurth and Mr Justice 
Keene 

[Judgment December IQ[ 

A .company was liable under 
section 2(1) of the Health and 
Safety at Work etc Ad 1974 where 
there was a failure to ensure the 
health, safety and welfare at work 
of any employee, unless all reason¬ 
able precautions had been taken 
by the company or on its behalf. 
The breach of duty and liability did 
not depend upon any failure by the 
company Itself, meaning head 
office personnel or senior manage¬ 
ment who embodied the company. 

The Court of Appeal so stated in 
a reserved judgment dismissing 
the appeal of Gateway Food- 
markets Ltd against its conviction 
on a plea of guilrvnn September 19. 
1995 in Sheffield Crown Courr 
(Judge Moore] to failing to ensure, 
so far as was reasonably prac¬ 
ticable. the health, safety and 
welfare of an employee. 

Section 2 of the 1974 Act pro¬ 
vides: ‘(H It shall be the duty- of 
every employer to ensure, so far as 
is reasonably practicable, rite 
health, safety and welfare at work 
of all his employees." 

Mr lan Glen. QC and Mr 
Anthony Reddifard for the com¬ 
pany; Mr Ian Groom fen- the 
Crown. 

LORD JUSTICE EVANS, giv¬ 
ing the judgment of the cuun. said 
that the charge arose out of a fatal 
accident at the company's 


Brnomhill supermarket at Shef¬ 
field on April 2.1993. 

Mark Finn, aged 22. a section 
manager who on that day was 
duty manager in the absence of the 
regular store manager, fell to his 
death through a trap door in the 
floor of the lift control room. 

For about 12 months there had 
been a persistent problem with the 
lift. A faulty electrical contact 
meant that it' jammed frequently. 
An experienced form of lift con¬ 
tractors was employed under con¬ 
tract with the company to provide 
regular maintenance and. also a 
call-oul service. 

Unfortunately, a different sys¬ 
tem had developed at the store in 
response to the recurring defect. 
The contractors had (old the store 
personnel how to cure the defect by 
freeing the contact manually and it 
became the regular practice far the 
store manager or another of the 
section managers to go to the 
control room and free the contact. 

That was unauthorised fry the 
head office. No one there was 
aware of iL 

On the day before the accident 
the contractors carried out routine 
maintenance of the lift. For no 
good reason they left open the trap 
door in the control room floor. 
When the lift jammed on the 
following morning Mr Finn wenr 
to the control room, went from 
sunshine into darkness, did not see 
that the trap door was open and 
fell to the floor of the lift shaft. 

On September IS. 1995 Judge 
Moore was asked to give a 


preliminary ruling as to the scope 
of the duty created by section 2 ( 1 ) of 
the 1974 Act. He ruled that the 
offence under the section was one 
of strict liability, subject to the 
caveat of reasonable practicability, 
and that there would be a liability 
on the company under section 2 if 
there had been a bread) of duty 
created by the servants of the 
company. Thereupon the company 
pleaded guilty. 

The company's object in appeal¬ 
ing was to clarify die law as to the 
scope of section 2 ( 1 ). particularly in 
relation to companies whose busi¬ 
nesses inducted a large number of 
local stores separate from their 
head office. 

One question which arose was 
what effect the authorities cm 
section 3(1) of the 1974 Ad, md tid¬ 
ing R v Associated Octet Co Ltd 
(The Times November IS, I99& 
[19961 l WLR 1543) had on the 
construction of section 2(1). Section 
3(1) provided in different terms for 
the dreams lances in which an 
employer incurred criminal liabil¬ 
ity towards a person who was not 
his employee. 

The general considerations re¬ 
ferred to in the authorities, includ¬ 
ing the purpose and objecr of the 
legislation, made it overwhelm¬ 
ingly dear that section 2 ( 1 ), like 
section 30). should be interpreted 
so as to impose liability on the 
employer whenever the relevant 
event occurred, namely in 2 ( 1 ) a 
failure to ensure the health or 
safety of an employee, but only if 
“so far as is reasonably prac¬ 


ticable" they had not been guarded 
against. 

So the company was in breach of 
duty unless all reasonable precau¬ 
tions had been taken, which their 


Regina v Saadhn 

Before Lord Bingham of CdmhilL 
Lord Chief Justice, Mr Justice 
Sachs and Mr Justice Toalson 


Lordships interpreted as meaning 
"taken by the company or on its 


behalf. In other words, the breach 
of duty and liability under the 
section did not depend upon any 
failure by the company itself, 
meaning those persons who 
embodied the company, to take aJJ 
reasonable precautions. 

The qualification placed upon 
the company the onus of proving 
that all reasonable precautions 
were taken both by it and by its 
servants and agents on its behalf. 
The concept of the ‘directing 
mind" of the company had no 
application here. 

What was said by Lord Hoff¬ 
mann in Associated Octel sug¬ 
gested that the principles of 
vicarious liability did have some 
application, and dial the statutory 
qualification applied wftoi ail 
reasonable precautions had been 
taken by the employer and those 
For whom he was responsible in 
law. 

A failure at store management 
level was certainly attributable to 
the employer. Their Lordships 
upheld the ruling of the judge and 
since, on the undisputed facts, 
there was a failure at store 
management level, the offence was 
made out 

Solicitors: Andrew Gregg & Co. 
Sheffield: Mr Mark H. Webster. 
Sheffield. 


Council should make inquiries first 


Regina v Wolverhampton 
Metropolitan Borough 
Council and Another. Ex 
parte Dunne and Another 

Before Lord Justice Phillips and 
Mr Justice Hooper 
[Judgment December I7j 
A local authority should make 
inquiries into personal circum¬ 
stances before and not after mak¬ 
ing an order directing travellers to 
leave land under section 77(1) or the 
Criminal Justice and Public Order 
Act 1994. 

A magistrate was restricted 
under section 77(3] of the Act to 
considering whether the formal¬ 
ities required under the Ad had 
been carried out and if was no part 
of his function to review the merits 
of the local authority* decision to 
make an order. 

The Queen* Bench Divisional 
Court so held in granting the 
application of John Dunne and 
Peter Rafferty for judicial review 
by way of certiorari to quash the 
decision of Wolverhampton 
Metropolitan Borough Council to 
issue a notice on September 14. 
1995 directing them, under section 


77(1) of the Act. to leave land 
occupied by them and to quash a 
decision of Mr Christopher H. 
Johnston, an acting stipendiary 
magistrate at Wolverhampton, of 
March 19. IQ9o to uphold the local 
authority's complaint made 
against them when they did not 
remove themselves from the land. 

The magistrate had adjourned 
the hearing of the complaint laid 
by the local authority on Septem¬ 
ber 22. December 10 and February 
12. (995 so that inquiries could be 
made into the circumstances of 
those against whom the direction 
had been made in order to act 
humanely and in accordance with 
local government duties as to 
homelessness provision and edu¬ 
cation. as required by government 
polity. 

In making his eventual decision 
of February 19.1995 the magistrate 
considered whether the local au¬ 
thority had conformed to govern¬ 
ment policy by making sufficient 
inquiries into the applicant's 
circumstances and whether it was 
possible that the applicants' pres¬ 
ence might lead to permanent 
settlement by travellers. 


Mr David Seconde for the 
applicants: Mr Patrick Ground. 
QC and Miss Morag Ellis for the 
local authority. 


LORD JUSTICE PHILLIPS, 
giving the judgment of the court, 
said th at once the decision was 
taken to make use of the remedy, 
[here should be no more delay 
between the giving and the enforc¬ 
ing of the direction than was 
reasonably necessary in the 
circumstances to enable those sub¬ 
ject to it to comply with it 
voluntarily. 

First to givea direction and then 
to consider the humanitarian im¬ 
plications before implementing it 
was not satis factory . 

Under section 77. a direction 
only remained fully effective for 
three months [ram the date when it 
was given, so that in the present 
case ir would have been open to the 
applicants, after that period had 
passed, ro have left the land on rare 
day and re-entered it the next That 
simply underlined the need for 
expedition. 

In the present case, the mag¬ 
istrate considered it part of his 


function, in effect, to conduct a 
judicial review of the council's 
derision. 

In that he was mistaken, it was 
not for the magistrates to review 
the merits of the derision to give a 
direction that had been nude by 
the local authority. The mag¬ 
istrates should simply be con¬ 
cerned with whether the 
formalities required by the Act had 
been carried out 

If those to whom a direction had 
been given wished id challenge it, 
their appropriate course was not fo 
mount their challenge in the 
magistrates' court, unless the 
challenge was as to form, but to 
seek a stay and a speedy applica¬ 
tion for leave to seek judicial 
review of the direction. 

The consideration given by the 
magistrate in the present case, 
both to the inquiries made by the 
council before giving the direction 
and thereafter, and to the possibil¬ 
ity of the land becoming a perma¬ 
nent rather than a temporary site 
for travellers was inappropriate. 

Solicitors: Rees Plage. Wolver¬ 
hampton; Mr Richard Roberts. 
Wolverhampton. 


[Judgment December 10| 

To adduce evidence which went 
beyond proof of dements acc¬ 
essary to be established for an 
offence of Aria liability was not an 
optional extra for the prosecution, 
and to adduce inadmissible evi¬ 
dence which was prejudicial to the 
defendant had to be objectionable. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Divsfon. so stated when allowing 
an appeal by Major Sandhu (also 
known as Singh), an estate agent, 
against conviction at Sn&resbrook 
Crown Court (Judge Stephen Wal¬ 
ler and a jury) on six counts of 
causing to be executed works for 
the alteration of Hainault Hall 
Chigweti. Essex, a Grade 11 listed 
building since 1954. contrary to 
section 9(1) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Ar¬ 
eas) Act 1990. 

He was fined 0300. with three 
months imprisonment in default of 
payment and ordered to pay 
prosecution costs totalling E172500 
after a trial fasting from February 
5 to 15. 

Section 9(1) of the 1990 Act 
provided that a person who contra¬ 
vened section 7 was guilty of an 
offence. 

Section 7 provides: 

"... no person shall... cause to 
be executed any works for the 
demolition of a listed building or 
for its alteration or extension in 
any manner which would affect its 
character as a building of special 
architectural or historic interest. 
unless the works are authorised." 

Mr Gregory P. Jones, assigned 
by the Registrar of Criminal 
Appeals, for the appellant; Mr 
Peter Gower for the Crown. 


each of six Counts, executed far its 
alteration? 

3 If so. did the defendant cause tire 
works specified in each count to be 
executed? 

4 If so, were such works 'executed 
in such a manner which affected 
the characteristics of the building 
as a building of special architec¬ 
tural or historic Interest? 

5 If. so, were such woks 
authorised? 

Counsel and the trial judge were 
all; agreed that the. offence in 
section 9 was one ofstrkr liability, 
in accordance with R v Wef is Street 
Metropolitan Magistrate. Ex 
parte -Westminster City Council 
Q1986] l WLR 1046). 

The effect was that the indent, 
state of mind, motive or knowledge 
of a defendant were irrelevant to 
die issue of innocence or guilt since 
it was ah offence of ho mens rea; 
but they might be relevant to the 
appropriate penalty. 

Any evidence produced try die' 
prosecution'WBS relevant if and to 


the extent it went to answer any 
one of die five questions. To 
adduce evidence whidi went be¬ 
yond proof of dements to be 
established for an offence at sake 
liability was not an optional extra. 
Any evidence which did not go to 
answer any of those five questions 
was irrelevant and. therefore, 

inadmissible. •: 

Thai: were, however, cases in 
which evidence, although imtie- 
vani and inadmissible,' Was nor 
prejudicial to a defendant if it was 
neutral and did not threaten the 
safety of a conviction. 

But where the evidence was 
irrelevant and inatimissibte and 
damaging to a defendant if it in 
truth was merely' prejudicial, its 
admission would serve no purpose 
other than to incline the jury' to 
think badly of him. 

There was artbe end of the day 
one outstanding issue for the jury, 
which related to question 4. 

ft was. in their. Lordships'judg¬ 
ment, bound'to sway the jury 


against die defendant and detract 
attention from tfw principal issue if 

the jury were to be told, as they had 
been, that the defendant, before 
ordering the execution of the 
alterations objected to. was 
warned and advised, by the sur¬ 
veyor he employed, of the dangers 
and chose to ignore that advice and 
e ngag ed an incompeterU and cut- 
price builder and was .generally 
happy id ride roughshod over the 
planning regufatiOR5. 

In all the rircumstances their 
Lordships could not be confident 
that the jury might noa have been 
swayed against the defendant by 
the admission of a lot of material 
which should not have been before 
them. 

Their Lordships were bound, 
with oanriderable dismay in view 
ofthe time which the trial took and 
the expense involved to quash the 
' six convictions. 

Solicitors: Miss Aiisan. Mitchell. 
Epping. 
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THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE 
said that Hainault Hall had been 
in poor condition since at latest 
1964 and no exterior decoration 
work was undertaken in 20 years. 

By 1989 it was sennderelict. 
open to the dements and prey to 
attention of vandals. In 1990 it was 
placed on a register of buildings at 
risk and in 1991 the district council 
issued an urgent, works notice to 
prevent further deterioration. 

The appellant bought it in (993 
for his own use. It was uninhab¬ 
itable. infested with wet and dry 
rot and in need or repair and 
restoration. He applied for plan¬ 
ning permission and for listed 
building consent which was 
gran red in September 1993. 

The trial for contravening sec¬ 
tion 9(1) or the 1990 Art by 
unauthorised works on listed 
buildings involved five questions 
for answer by the court, whether 
justices or the crown court 

1 Was the building a listed 

building? ■ 

2 If so. were the works specified in 


Regina v Secretary of Stale 
for Social Security, Ex parte 
Sutherland ■ 

The secretary of state had no 
power under regulation 37 of the 
Sodai Security (Claims and Pay¬ 
ments) Regulations (SI 1987 No 
1968) as substituted by (SI 1992 No 
247) tt> withhold disabiliiy living 
allowance legitimately awarded 
pending an appeal in a separate 
case against the substantive right 
to award such benefit 

Mr Justice Laws so stated in the. 
Queen's Bench Division an 
November 7 when allowing an 
application for judicial review by 
Ptiul Sutherland against the de¬ 
cision of the Secretary of State for 
Soda! Security to withhold benefit 
awarded in January 1995 fay an 
adjudication officer. • • • - •* - . 

The right to the payment was 
established in Secretary of State 
for Sodai Security v Fairey (The 
Times June 22. 1995) which the 
secretary of state was to contest 
before the House of Lords later in 
the year. Benefit was withheld 
pending the outcome of that chall¬ 
enge. 

MR JUSTICE LAWS said that 
the regulation as amended was 
ultra vues. The legislation under 
which the regulation was made did 
nor allow payments to be blocked 
while courts decided whether an 
award ought to be revised now or 
in the future.'Where the executive 
had been allowed by the legisla¬ 
ture to make law. it had to abide 
strictly by the,terms of its delegated 
authority. 


Regina vKherbouebe 
A m-defendant'-ati a pleas - and 
directions hearing three months 
before trial, who intended to plead 
guilty to sax counts charging 
obtaining property by deception 
and was advised to plead not gttifey 
then because the Crown infolded 
to consider adding a count of 
conspiracy, had been badly 
advised. 

The Court of Appeal Criminal 
Dtvisfoo (lord Bingham of 
. Comhfll, Lord Chief Justice: Mr 
Justice Sachs and Mr Justice 
Toalson) so stated on December 3. 
when allowing an . an appeal fay 
ZtfurKherbattehe. aged ^.reduc¬ 
ing from IS W15 months thtr prison 
sentence imposed on him when 
pleading guilty to the six counts at 
Harrow. Crown Court (fudge 
CotvUte). 


occupation cJljCt 1 ^ ^ 

fpo-Mortgage Services Ltd 


THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE 
said that extra credn for an early 
plea of guilty had not been given 
by the judge, who, according to 
counsel an appeal had been 
unaware of the discussions at the 
pleas and directions hearing. - 

His . Lordship- said that' the 
possible prospect of a new count 
should not have prevented the 
appellant from pleading guilty. He 
would much borer have pleaded . 
gufity id the six counts ar the pleas 
and directions hearing, which-was 
the purpose of such a hearing. 

There was an element of unfair¬ 
ness in his loving been induced to ’ 
adopt a coursc wftich.be was told 
would not-prejudice bom. (n foe 
evenui had done so. 


Hypo-Mortgage Sendees Ltd 

v Robinson and Another 
A child could rtdr be a person in 
actual occupation of property so as 
to be deemed under sectionTOftHg) 
of the Land Registration Act )925 to 
haste . an overriding interest 
subsistinginh. 

. The Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Nourse and Sir John May) 
so held on November 7 when 
refusing an application fay the 
defendants, Tracey Robinson and 
Michael Robinson, for leave to 
appeal against a possession order 
entitled to the plaintiff mortgagee. 

Services Ltd. by 
Viljoen in- Milton Keynes 
County Court 

LORD JUSTICE NOUJjSE said 
that it was axiomatic that minor 
children tiving in a. property with 
their mother, the legal owner, were 
not in actual occupation within 
section 70(l)(g). '' 

That seemed to have been as¬ 
sumed in Bird v Syme-Thomson 
Q1979) 1 WLR 440.444). They were 
there because iheir parent was 
there. They- had no right of 
occupation of their own: they were 
only there as'shadows of occupa¬ 
tion of their parent. 

No inquiry could be made of 
minor children or 'consent ob¬ 
tained from them in the manner 
contemplated. fay the- provision, 
especiallywhen they were, as here, 
of under years. If the defendants 
;.were right lenders would never.be 
protected;.their security cook} al¬ 
ways be frustrated fay 
devices. 
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DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOG 


Surrey c£60,000 + bonus + car+financial services 


Our client is a genuine world leader, part of a 
U.S. multinational with an enviable market share 
in its specialist field of the insurance sector, risk 
products. A highly serviceorientated company, 
effective fT Systems are critical to sustaining 
competitive edge. They have embarked on a 
major programme of systems change, Including 
substantia) new development, and a migration 
from multiple platforms to a rationalised Client 
Server approach. 


technocrat, but have a sound n^fackground ! 
a true client server, rath^uian mail 
mentality. Successful experience of me 
client server in a significant organisation 
a distinct advantage. \ 



c. £70,0004-bonos 
+benefits 


Hertfordshire 


8Ban ; • 


Vice President of Purchasing and Supply 


t 


M». 


To deliver this strategy, whilst also protecting 
the existing base, they need an IT Director with 
inspirational leadership and business skills. 
With a reporting team of over 50 staff, you 
must have excellent people management, 
communication and programme management 
skills. The proven ability to deliver systems 
geared to business needs, and to strike the 
right balance between commercial priorities and 
technical issues is essential. You are not a 


Reporting to the UK Managi?^. Director, you* 
be part of the senior managern^ team, and 
such, be expected to contribute Textile overall 
strategy and business direction of th&reompany. 
Leading a sound, well-motivated team, tmsis an 
excellent opportunity to take full awnershipn^ a 
critical IT Implementation and the ongoir 
development of strategy. 


Hilton is amongst the strangest global hotel brands with 400 hotels carrying the name in 49 
countries. The UK has a high concentration of Hilton hotels, aver forty, with plansfor farther 
expansion. There are dear opportunities for purchasing on enational, European or globed scale to 
gain competitive advantage and the UK team is key to unlocking that potential;. 


THE ROLE 

■ Reporting to the UK Senior Vice President, 
responsible for an expert team of purchasing 
specialists and a budgeted spend of over 650m. 


Implement strategies-.to identity priorities, 
firstly in food and beverages, and develop 
plans to reduce the supplier base whilst 
building long term relationships to the benefit 
of all parties. 


THE QUALIFICATIONS . 

■ Graduate calibre, trained professionally &i ; . 
purchasing with recognised'tiadas of consumable 
goods and services, almost certainly, invoivmg 
ranges of food and drink. . 


To apply, please send full details of your career 
and current package, quoting Reft 1592S, to 
Diana Cubbedey, Regent Consulting, Regent 
House, 53 Castle Street, Reading, Berkshire 
RG17SN. Tel: (0118) 956 0522. 


Already proven in theTnanagemerit and direction 
of a team. Ideally m a retailing, distribution or 
service sector such as hospitality or travel. 
TOugh, uncompromising and successful. ; 


introduce modem logistics to improve service 
and reduce cost through sophisticated controls- 
and systems, working towards international 
sourcing and the incorporation of all purchased - 
goods and services. 


Stature • and Intellect to influence a complex, 
multi-national organisation. TtrarnF-orferited- 
whilst retaining the singular objective of using 
purchasing as - a strategic 1 tool to improve * 

profitability..;.';.. ... -: • ; '. ’. 





Regent Consulting ® 


Leeds 0113 230 7774 
London OI 71 298 3333 
Manchester 0161 499 1700 


EXEW1WE SEARCH AND SB2CIKM OMSK* 
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dMectorBnrapvMLsioMotni. 


FINANCIAL DIRECTOR 


(Designate) 

Competitive Salary and Benefits 


Slough, Berkshire 

The Group 

} operates main dealewhinj, MoT service and repair workshops and petrol filling 
Q die Home Commies. Tbe Group has recently experienced exceptional giow i ti 


Molest Group ■ 

stations within I . _ . __ 

and h now sedang to strengthen its com merci ally orientated Board with the appointment of a 
financial director designate). 


The Role 


Reporting directly i o the Group Managing Director. & is envisaged that the soccesrfo! 
ca ndidat e will be ap poi nte d tc the main Board within twelve months. 

Thr rote demands strong strategic and commensal aptitude as wefl as accounting 

skills and will (bens on die following key areas:- 

W Group reporting sad financial control, involving die production of moodily nrnmgrmrm 
accounts, budgets, and forecasts to strict dradtinra. 

• Supervision of tbe development of dm Group's financial ttmcaw and syste m s to ensure 
drat com p reh ensive controls and rep o rt ing procedures exist in ail areas of the 

• Cash m a nag e m en t of the business, inducting 1lasing with external Fimnrh,i insdanSoas. 

• Control and supervision of the aerwunn department and staff. 

• As* key member of the auagenetU Ultra, involvement writ be ex pected in both earnest and 
strategic decisions. In many cases these will be as a result of specific ad hoc alignments 
iod acting profitability reviews asset assessment and general control reviews. 

The role en c ompas s es a wide variety of responsibilities and demands a hands-on a p pro a ch . 

The Candidate 


The successful candidate will be a Chartered or Certified Accountant, with at least five years’ 
post qualification experience. Camfidras should be able to demonstrate die following: - 

• Strong financial reporting skills, with a proven track record of performance agarat 

9 An ability Ms omuribnts to a dynamic leant, being both a strategic analytical t h i nk e r and 
good cammuMcaror. 

• Proficiency In the use of PCs and Mainframe computer sysrans. 

41 Good ™pe» g rinrTit <Mk, inrjwfing operational and motivated manes. 

• A real desire far involvement in the business beyond pure finan ci al mangemenL 

If yon are interested in this challenging and dcinandmc poation. please forward a fbDCV with 
a covering letter stating safety roquiremenu ur- 

loyce Austin. Secretary to the Managing Director. Mole st Group FLC, Brooidands House. 
Pensfield Avenue, Slough SL1 5DY - NO AGENCIES. 


Datasat Communications Limited is a 
privately owned, independent communications 
provider specialising in tbe distribution of 
data, video and audio services via satellite. 


The Company is developing its operations in 
Central and Eastern Europe and is looking to 
recruit an E ngnwg to install and maintain 
Satellite communications systems within this 
Important market growth area. 

You will be educated to degree level or 
equivalent, with at least 2-3 years’ experience 
within die satellite communications industry. 
As regular trips to CeaUal/Eastem Europe, 
particularly Russia and the Ukraine, will be an 
integral part of the job. you will need to be 
fluent in ar least one of the languages of the 
region. 


Apply, in writing, with a copy of your CV to 
Terry Power. Datasai Communications Ltd.. 
Ashbourne. Back Lane. Cbalfonr Sl Giles, 
Buckinghamshire HP 8 4NY. 



MANAGING DIRECTORS - DIRECTORS - MANAGERS 
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you olan If you warn or occd 10 dirage career, we W a 
brer tram yon. Rom trod a fdfl CV 10 AHni 8 oq)ak Dirareir 
ADT1LMM. SlncmKM ft ferewCcnrahreto. 
"Dsfeated 10 Bwiam Oho^*' 

Wire** Corar. AZ Wawfcfc Re*d. KENILWORTH CVS IHE. 




In 2997fa a new jury. 

fitted Ufa tm the other side 
of the world - in MaeruUa. 
An ideal base Jbrdobtg . 
bu xfnrii in the Asia! Pacific rim, 
Australia? a e con omy has grown jar rite 
Jtftfi year in a row offering ehanenging 
career apporbatiderfor talented yourtf 
banking ard corporate finance lawyers. 


Our ciieitta indade AasavUafs teadbg 
taw firm* rewf wtfw ee ti dag to place 
lawyers with I yam experience in 
tbe following, 


BANKING 

• Asset Fin an ce ~ : ' 

• AQ aspoas of general ■ 

a Structured Finance corporate 
hanking 

• Capital Markets 
COKTOXATE FRANCE . v 

• Mergers Jk Acgutiftyua 

• Enquiry latter ' 

• Flotations 


‘history Greedy a ■ 
Michele ty'SaBhmrr fa teademms 
0tT2353 7gOS. 

. H matt mickslnf g rej mff m.ii>, 
JUymaB LcgdMeerirtt m en t, 

SS FetarXemeJ Lm e dem ECdA 1AA 
Telep ho ne : 0I713S3 7007. 


TELECOMS 

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION 
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F raudstere cobhs in all shapesand 
mks and from all races and creeds. 

^^f^g neariy aU seem to 
nav, ?. u * common k an incxbBcaMe 
aversion to raking a holiday 

<rf Barings to fixing 
fee books of fee load dam duCaw 

Jj°222£?*^ *• “Stably fdlowrd 
S,*?® 1 ?, J® piece together, fee 
>Ja"Kwral defect of the culprit 
mer Yoang, -who hid unquoted 
^fjnKHts fttmt MorganCrenfeH. was 
and to retumfromshoppine fiios wife 

30 bottles of pidcW^SS^Nicfc 
l«son, who brougbtdowrj Saringsrlied- 
to coUeagues feat he played In ah^arhi- 
professional football . 

Butin almost every case of frand. one 
grail' has become lYiinmnnpl^fy . ^ 
anyone who is serious about dipping 
fear forgets into , fee corporate.. tiB 


egMMay phobia should sound an alarm bell 


••*• •'• -\ ..-M* 

know s, the »tfet of snooess is never 
letting anyone get too dose to your act 
Missed holidays, the refo re, are a smaS 
price to pay for swfcrity. •■■ 

Tnshthkle TgztcH fee traderwho 
concealed losses of $L 1 biflimt from 
Oanw,. fee Japanese tack, was re- 
oowned fcriaking paly one or two days 1 
boCday before resting back to wbrit. 
His actions were taxovered only when 
US reg ul ators d ema nde d feat fee firm 
impose a mandatorytwwttdk.hnfid&y 
onallstoE • 

Banks aie negtouutg to -use this 
pattern of bofisay 7 , phobia in their 
attempts to: combat. fraud. Midland 
Bank now demands feat its employees 
take off at least iwDoxoseaifiwr weds as 
part of its in-house policing, 

; A spokesman for fee M idland aid: “If 
thereis anything going on, we may not 


Successful fraudsters never let anyone get 
too close to their act, says Fraser Nelson 


delect this in one week. But it would 
definitely be detected in two." Lloyds 
TSB has a simitar system that h enforces 
for everyone from the chief executive to 
the cashiers, and UBS and BZVV, fee 
merchant banks, ask the same of anyone 
who handles money. 

While the enforced leave is accepted 
without a grumble from staff who can 
envisage worse things than taking a 
couple of weeks in the sun. many hanks 
find fee suggestion an insult to fear own 
internal checks and controls. 

NatWest says that it relies on its in- 
house checking measures and not on 


enforced holidays to examine its employ¬ 
ees. A spokesman for Royal Bank of 
Scotland described (he mandatory holi¬ 
day idea as rubbish. 

Merrill Lynch too was equally keen 
to underline that it had complete faith 
in its internal audit policy and had no 
need to impose a policy of manda t ory 
holidays. 

But no matter how strong internal 
compliance units are. there is a 
growing body of opinion arguing fear 
there is no substitute for a solid two 
weeks out of the office. 

Sir Andrew Large, chairman of the 


Securities and Investment. Board, ar¬ 
gues feat disasters happen when, as is 
often fee case, fraudsters are allowed to 
slip away from the rules. He said; “The 
common thread running through many 
of fee problems over fee past few years is 

not feat fee regulatory rules were 
inadequate. It is that organisations' own 
knowledge and control of their business 
was shown to have been seriously 
lacLuie." 

Companies are teaming the hard way. 
Rolf Brener, a member of Deutsche 
Bank's board overseeing asset manage¬ 
ment at Deutsche Morgan GrenfelL 
admitted after the Peter Voung fiasco 
that firms can become mesmerised by 
hard workers. 

He said: “If you have a star performer 
in vour business, you have a temptation 
and a tendency to let him go on, even if 


he is not completely within his business 
limits." This is a trait fully recognised by- 
insurers asked to underwrite firms 
again? fraud. 

Royal & Sun Alliance asks any 
company applying to be insured against 
fraud whether it forces fts employees to 
take two weeks* block leave. It may still 
underwrite companies feat do not but 
will quote a premium reflecting extra 
risk. 

While the insurers are paying atten¬ 
tion to the holiday factor. City regulators 
and watchdogs have yet to accept the 
argument and offer no guidance on fee 
matter at present. 

From fee Bank of England to the 
Investment Management Regulatory 
Organisation, they argue that devo¬ 
tion to work is not necessarily a bad 
thing. 


BOEING, fee worid^ largest 
maker of civilian aircraft. Is 
preparing a two-ond-a-half- 
toid increase in production 
volumes in some divisions 
following the merger.. last 
month - with McDonnell 
Douglas, one* of its 
competitors. 

Boeing is able to step up 
production quickly through 
the integration of McDonnell - 
Douglas engineers into its 
assembly lines. Before die 
merger. Boring had been 
held _ back by a shortage trf ; 
qualified manpower, even 
though it had hired 20.000 
extra workers in' 1996. New 


ICA wants 


board rules 

The roles of company:, 
chairman and chief execu¬ 
tive should 1»e split, .dte*- 
Institute of Chartered 
countants in-England and 
Wales has sad in its 
submission to fee Hampel:.. 
Committee on Corporate. 
Governance.”. “ ' • 

. The accountants aba 
want all directors "to be 
subject to rodection at 
least every three years and 
confirmation offlijf fode- , 
pendcnce ofnon-exeaitivc 
directors. Sir Brian Jm- 
kins, chairman of the inste 
Jute's corporate govern¬ 
ance group, said: ‘The key 
to good governance liesin 
getting fee right hoard in' 
place." 

Lack of help , 

A thud of people in their 
fifties who leave employ- . 
merit early, whether volun¬ 
tarily through retirement 
or by being made redan- _ 
dant, receive ho advice 
before their change of 
circumstances.■' Of those 
who receive advice, only 4 
per cent are told about 
retraining programmes, 
according to the Carnegie - 
Third Age Programme. '. 

Fees resented 

Banks make an estimated _ 
£150 million-plris from fees 
on credit cards every year, 
and three out of four' 
people resent the charges. - 
says a survey out today. 


. B* Oliver August 

maximum staffing levels will 
be reached in the 'fourth 
quarter of 1997. - . 

The ajrcraft maxp^pemrer 
>tomfe*^japdut^Sontf73^ 
jets te a ftur-year high of 2i 
aircraft a'morife'from fee 
current: level of etgfrt^fcircraft. 
Orders for 737$ reached400in 
199k making it fee bestsailing 
jetliner infee world. 

Total ordexs for .1996 stand 
widf'a vaW8%f 
Pff'2 txftfafc 'ttris is £ the' sec¬ 
ond-highest dollar valu e of 
onlers in fee company's hi^, 
oiy, having been exceeded 
mfly by= fee record year of 
1990, when, orders for 543 
aircraft carried - a. value of. 
$47.7 biW .. , •* 

.: Ridtai^ Albrecht, anexccu- 
tjve^ \aqcrptesiderrtC- said: 1996 
had bestyfosmwsdmtmdy for 
Boeing? feof^Se tefeStrfcSs a 




^thHtftie^riinpsareteiwvgry 

xesponsfolein'tnsdetfogpjfoies 
ri^eHsed 

- .. The moger ^ . 

nril pOT^as' -^^p^HriJy 
have an impact; ixn ; avffian 


helps Boeing’s aiphmon to 
becomea player infer defence 
sector:, .-, - : 

McEfonnell Doughy is in¬ 
volved in bwfljfiog ■ feost of 
America^ mflitaiy aircraft. 
The pentagon has for fee past 


three years been encouraging 
American de&ncc companies 
tocansdidate. 

Q Shorts, fee Belfast aircraft 
maker, has ended -a disap¬ 
pointing year with fee lint 
' itew hnrngs jsukc the cGstu»- 
trous collapse of Rkker, its 
Dutch partner.' 

- Some 120 qualified engi¬ 
neers have joined the compos¬ 
ite materials division 
following strong growth in the 
executive jet market Shorts is 
building the horizontal 
stabiliser for : the Bombardier. 
Global Express, the spacious 
new nine-seater which fear 
tores a separate bedroom and 
• conference facilities. 

. Rqy • McNuity, fee chaii^ 
man, said: "The collapse of 
Bokkier was.a.lesson to every¬ 
one in aerospace feat a good 
product and a fall order book, 
is notoipugh. You have to be 
competitive. 

“We haw focused strongly. 

aninqHwingburcompetitive¬ 
ness and reducing our costs. 
In addition, almost £700 mil¬ 
lion has been spent on a new 
■ 2 >Iant and equipment product 
development and training."-. 

Factory space in Belfast lay 
idle for nine months and* 
. ndariy J.000- jobs were -lost 
after Daimler-Benz cut Fok- 
ker'S financial lifeline last 
, Maiidt\ 

’ In 1997, .Sbprts ooiild face 
Intenstfied competition from 
;fee . merged BoeingrMcDon- 
‘tieil Dowlas operatitet But 
Mr McNulty played down the • 
.fereat, st(ying the merger had 
' toqueved fee posihtm of 
Ship’s.? parent -, company. 

■ Bombardier is now the third 
rather than, the fourfe-largest 
riviBah aircraft maker after 
the. demise of McDonnell 
Douglas, he said. 



PowerGen pulls 
out of waste 
burning project 


By Our City Staff 


ANTI-POLLUTION cam¬ 
paigners were celebrating yes¬ 
terday after PowerGen 
announced that it was pulling 
out of a British scheme to 
build Europe’s biggest waste 
incinerator. 

The company has con¬ 
firmed ihat it is no longer 
supporting plans to create a 
12 million tonne incinerator 
beside the Thames. Now Cory' 
Environmental, the other 
company involved, wifi uy to 
find another partner. 

Opponents were jubilant at 
the news. One said: “This is 
the beginning of the end for 
the scheme to build this mas¬ 
sive incinerator here." 

The campaigners claimed 
that PowerGen’s derision was 
prompted by huge public 
opposition. More than 5.000 
people sent protest letters to 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry (1711). 

Cory has been trying for six 
years to get permission to 
build a giant plant at Belve¬ 
dere. near Bexley, to bum 
rubbish and generate electric¬ 
ity and has spent millions 
buying land. 

The company’s first applica¬ 
tion for a DTI licence for the 


scheme failed in 1993. It has 
since made a fresh applica¬ 
tion. which still stands while 
the management talks toother 
possible partners. 

Speculation has been rife for 
weeks that PowerGen’s enthu¬ 
siasm for (he venture was 
lading. A spokesman said: 
"After a strategic review. 
PowerGen has decided not to 
pursue energy from waste 
schemes so that it can concen¬ 
trate on other commercial 
opportunities in the United 
Kingdom and overseas." 

John Mankerty, spokesman 
for Bexley and Districts 
Against Incineration Risks, 
said: “This is the beginning of 
the end for fee scheme to build 
this massive incinerator here. 
Cory now faces an almost 
impossible task to find 
another company to take 
PowerGen ^ place." 

A spokesman for Cory said: 
“Cory Environmental is liais¬ 
ing with PowerGen about how 
the Thameside energy from 
waste power station applica¬ 
tion for consent can be pro¬ 
gressed. PowerGen is 
committed to rendering assis¬ 
tance to our future partners in 
this respect" 


From Reciter in new york 


US MERGERS and acqni- 

sitions hk a record high in 
1996 despite eatifier predie- 
tionsthat the trans- 

* actions wxnitiJ^ijaf "exceed 
•iOftSTs record. 

: . Securities yo&ais^u,' NcW- 
, ax*. .Nw Ja^^XMnpany 
that trades xhcx$er activity, 
•said^■AfiSSJHS&io® worth of 


NEWBURY M 

Building S ociet y fffi- 

Revised Interest Rates . ; . . .y 

The new tales of Wwwt efecfive.lrain 2 Janua/y 1997 on ~fifewrajjy : 

investment accounts are setflutMow ■■ y •. f- : > 


transactions were announced 
to J996. up from fee $519 
billion seen in 1995. itself a 
record-v. 

Another estimate from 
Mej^erstat Review, part of 
Hoofihan Lokey Howard & 
Zakin, the., investment bank, 
suggested a total of $492.9 
billion in 1996, up37 percent 
from 1995 levels. 

The two firms use different 
methodology for compiling 
merger data. Securities Data 
figures include asset sales and 
the purchase of small equity 


Marie Hope, corporate finance manager of Price Waterhouse, left, and Trevor Holden 

lelp to beat 1995 levels Managers buy 

—-——- Dunlop umt 

TTO _ _ DUKLOP TEXTILES, a 

1 I ‘iM man ufoetorer of tyre coni, has 

tovl been bought by its manage- 

O meat from 8TR, the industri¬ 

al conglomerate, in a E7.1 

JEW YORK million deal advised by Price 

Waterhouse Corporate fi- 

ipanics and does not to- for 59 per cent of the overall nance. The buyout team was 
tie .fee^ exchange of bust- merger market in 1996. led by Trevor Holden, the 

s assets or spin-offs. Mergerstat also said that managing director, with equi- 

'decommunicatjons com- US companies announced ty provided by ECI Ventures 
ties rung up the year’s 5J159 transactions to 1996, up and drift finance from the 
gest deals, including 67 per cent from 1995. Bank of Scotland, 

ons between British Trie- la the fourth quarter some The company has two fac- 
ununications and MCI $201.7 billion worth of deals tones, to Rochdale and Dun- 
nmunications. Bell Allan- were announced, including fennline. with a turnover of 
and Nynex. and SBC Boeing’s $13J billion offer for £12 million a year. Mr 
nmunications and Pacific McDonnell Douglas in the Holden said the buyout se¬ 
eds Group. aircraft manufacturing sector, cured the future of all 170 

Itilities were another hot . according to Securities Data, employees. 


Mergerstat Review tracks 
transariions that involve US 


companies and does not in¬ 
clude .fee exchange of busi¬ 
ness assets or spin-offs. 

Telecommunications com¬ 
panies rung up the year’s 
biggest deals, including 
unions between British Trie- 
communications and MCI 
Communications, Bell Atlan¬ 
tic and Nynex. and SBC 
Communications and Pacific 
Tries is Group. 

Utilities were another hot 
sector, but the pace of bank 
transactions slowed sharply 
from 1995. 

-Mergerstat Review found 
94 -transactions valued at $1 
billion or more, accounting 


for 59 per cent of the overall 
merger market in 1996. 

Mergerstat also said that 
US companies announced 
5J159 transactions to 1996, up 
67 per cent from 1995. 

la the fourth quarter some 
$201.7 billion worth of deals 
were announced, including 
Boeing’s $133 billion offer for 
McDonnell Douglas in the 
aircraft manufacturing sector. 
. according to Securities Data. 

In early 1996 many merger 
experts predicted the year’s 
activity would hold below 
1995 levels, but a strong slock 
market kept transactions at a 
strong pace. 


Answers from page 27 
COPINTANK 

(l^ A high-crowned hat of the form of a sugar-loaf. A word of 
obscure origin and history, appearing m diverse forms: 
Apparently the same word occurs ro Shakespeare as c opaiairt. 
Nothing similar is known in Dutch or Romance languages. 
Although Latin capiianeus chief in size and capilium a head- 
covering have been suggested as more or less plausible possible 
explanations of part of fee word. 

REM PUS SAGE 

(c) Padding, ie needless filling in literature. From the French, of 
course. Not possible in such economical writing as jour nalism , 
but rampant in lesser forms, such as fee novel (merely a story 
with rempHssagek fee television weather report (nothing but 
reniptissage and persiflage, which is why h is immediately 
forgotten), and the bill from your solicitor. 

CABALUNE 

(b) Ho red ike. From the Latin cabal I us, perhaps from fee rare 
Greek kaballes a horec. Some propose for the Greek word a 
Balkan (Illyrian?) origin. "Just turn your head to fee right a 
smidgeon. Miss O’Connell, while I set fee focus and shutter 
speed. I want lo have fee light falling on your half-profile, to 
bring out that — how shall I phrase it?—that cahaDinc quality in 
your facial structure." 

MOLIMINOUS 

(4 Momentous; of great bulk or importance; laborious in the 
execution and of great consequence when executed- From the 
Latin moles an object of great size and weight. As an adjective, H 
would be difficult to apply it to Word Watching. It is generally 
used about objects or enterprises. Bat it could be applied 
jocularly to your employer, mother-in-law. or bank manager. 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I Qh5*! Kxh5 (IKB 2 Ng3* and mate follows) 2 NxJb* Kxh6 3 Nxd5 
Bad5 4 Rxe7 and wins easily. _ 

tVices include ddwrry in EUcusmmcn iidofihf unwid arid fl per non) Send SAE iur further 
4t4ub. Surlinp/LiS DoCar dwpjcs /nli <£J-USSli« TIMES CWKSWORDS: - Budcs 
B3J1.I3 MJB end). The Time* Coocfac- &y* 2 (2-W puzriesi IAJS. AhuTbr Tines Qoii Boob 
IWft C4.T5. Crofswnnl Solvcvt Dtiumary EII.45 (UK oaty). NEW: Hie Firsi Omnihis Bini. rf 
The Sunday Time Crosswords. The 2nd Ctarnibus SV»*- d The Tones Crobumnls. Tlv Third 
8o»A ot The Times Jumbo Crosswords lOyplicj tSJS each. Hie Tina Nfclu tty WW D.TS. 
TIMES COM PITER OWSSWORDS h> David AVcnhnd - Cruswords in Computer 15 
ehslotte (ana MJ crrMWurds each. soWlcara Ucffiij' and options] HELP IcveLi. Indudes. 
TtanCmnudilNl ■ OmmHe. I B 212-3. TheTtntnCnociseMJTbrTime,Tan Ift — 
The Tina Jubilee EdiH'M IHM71!>- (Bracken denoce number d disk airs) 

Trias per iiHe/dakeur I 2 Mdiunml disks 

IBM MS-DCIS and Acnrn RiS-Ch IhU? IKW ISeadt nauespraiy 
K'EW U'mtws (prsai tar IBM PC's £15.00 IZ2.'0 £»cadi f?nc VATi 

Said cheques nilhanlar parable loAkfla LuL5) Manor L*ne. boaion, SEU5QW. Tel alKI-HSZ 
5TOC4hrs). No credit cards Ddnary in S days 


t lo have fee light falling on your half-profile, lo 
l —how shall 1 phrase it?—that ca b aD ip e quality in 
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SUPPLEMENT ON 
STAMP COLLECTING 
IN ASSOCIATION 
WITH ROYAL MAH, 
ON TUESDAY 
TtH JANUARY 1997 


AustrafiaS — 
Austria Sett .... 
Belgium Fr _... 
Canada S — 
Cyprus Cyp£ . 
Oenmark Kr „ 

Finland Ukk... 
France Fr. 
Germany Dm. 
Greece Dr—„ 
Hong Kong $ 
Iceland —.— 
Ireland Pt — 
Israel Shk 

Italy Ura- 

Japan Yen 

Malta.. 

NahertdsGId 
New Zealand S 
Norway Kr „... 
Portugal Esc.. 
S Africa Rd 

Spain Pta. 

Sweden Kr „... 
Switzerland Fr 
Turkey Ura .... 
USAS- 


Ram for smafl denommation netes 

only a siipptod by Barclays Band PLC. 
Different rates apply to traveller's 
Cheques. Rates as at dew ed tratfeie on 
TUeray. 


•r- 

your New Year’s resolution 

Daily Scheduled Services 

4 x Glasgow £29 

4 x Edinburgh £29 

3 x Aberdeen £29 

1 x Inverness £29 

3 x Amsterdam £33 

1 x Nice £49 

l x Barcelona £49 

4 3 Jfermj 1 ■■ r*. L t»i ^ f i *1^7.1 r— sirp^jt. 

easyJet 

Call 0990 19 19 19 anytime 
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THE TIMES THURSDAY JANUARY 21997 


N ew year, new ideas, new 
company? Many readers of 
The Times were doubtless 
intrigued by Monday's headline: 
“Boardrooms'toobiased"towards the 
shareholders". To many retired in¬ 
vestors, let alone the City, this sounds 
like blaming governments for ap¬ 
peasing voters or the BBC For 
pandering to licence-payers. 

The headline did. however, encap¬ 
sulate the message from Mark 
Goyder, director of The Royal Society 
of Arts's Centre for Tomorrow's 
Company. It encouraged business to 
prosper by coring for all of its key 
“stakeholders", until Tony Blair hi¬ 
jacked that word. Now the centre 
wants companies to be “inclusive". 

The centre’s submission to the 
Hampel committee, latest to ponder 
the niceties of corporate governance, 
issues a pre-election warning. “If 
companies wish to avoid the imposi¬ 
tion of a more prescriptive format of 
new company law. it is becoming 
increasingly urgent that board prac¬ 
tice is brought closer into line with 
the spirit of the existing law." 

The sptrir of the law? Companies 
must obey laws to protect people they 
affecu customers, employees, compet¬ 
itors. supplier!!, taxpayers and all 
who live in the community. Beyond 
that, company law is pretty dear on a 
board's duties. Shareholders are both 
the owners and the members of 
public companies, and directors are 
responsible to them. 

That reality was recognised by 
another pioneer of the stakeholder 
idea. “Big business is getting steadily 


Shareholders are still the 


best guardians of success 


and inevitably tagger. As it grows, so 
docs its social power. Yet under 
existing company law. its sole duty is 
to die shareholder. Without any 
obligation to seek their assent to its 
policies, it can earn lasting goodwill 
neither from its employees, nor from 
the consumers of the goods and ser¬ 
vices which it provides, nor horn the 
community of which if is a corporate 
citizen. Hence our economic life is 
one of perpetual conflict." 

This was the diesis of The Respon¬ 
sible Company, published 35 years 
ago by Mr Goydens distinguished 
father. George. In l%0. Goyder pere 
vainly lobbied the Jenkins company 
law’committee to creates new class of 
“participating company". It would 
aim to fray “a reasonable return on its 
invested capital" but have state- 
approved articles of association that 
entrenched obligations to consumers, 
employees and the national interest, 
embodied in three representative 
directors on a board of nine, ft would 
be accountable to all these interests at 
annual meetings. And every three 
years it would undergo a “social 
audit" of the kind that Body Shop has 
just pioneered. 

Today's new thinking is not entire¬ 
ly new. George Goyder was a policy 



GRAHAM 
SEABJEANt 


adviser to the liberal Party, which 
had some appealing alternative poli¬ 
cies in the 1960s. In those days, the 
stakeholder company was put for¬ 
ward as an alternative to socialist 
ownership, the active creed of the 
Labour Party. Participating company 
status, its purest legal embodiment, 
was aimed primarily at nationalised 
industries. 

Tony Blair now talks of the 
stakeholder society. But 1960s liberal 
ideas seem far too radical for new 
Labour. Pending its manifesto, the 
party seems to be dunking only of 
penrotting two-tier boards and. pos¬ 
sibly. a general clause imposing 
wider duties on company directors. 


Such formalities will have little effect 
In todays maelstrom of market 
forces, building societies and insur¬ 
ance companies that prospered with 
help from their mutual status are 
queueing to convert. They hope 
slavery to the passing shareholder 
will make them more Doable. 

The consensus participating com¬ 
pany. anathema to 1980s Tories, 
would have been a more poetically 
acceptable vehicle to privatise true 
monopoly utilities. Even so, prices 
charged to consumers would proba¬ 
bly now be higher because the 
discipline of competing in die capital 
market was diluted. 


I f elected. Labour should consider 
something on these lines for 
remaining state monopolies such 
as the Post Office. Capita] might be in 
an eamings-liaked, index-linked 
form of pre fe rence share, as in old 
statutory companies. 

As investors, academics and regu¬ 
lators have all discovered, it is 
impossible to fix a "'reasonable" 
return in a competitive capital mar¬ 
ket for companies that need genuine 
risk capital New structures cannot 
magically create consensus, let alone 
success. The real issue is how best to 


serve shareholders, whether they are 
nameless City apparatchiks or em¬ 
ployee partners. In that sense, the 
stakeholder approach is just a form 
of the nebulous argument about 
short-termisra. 

Lord Weinstock, looking back this 
week after 33 years budding GEC, 
claims that he believed in “managing 
the company fix- die good of the 
business in the expectation that die 
shareholders would benefit in due 
course" Those with long memories 
may recall different images after 
G£C"s big mergers with AEI and 
English Electric Lord 'Weinstock was 
a hero to investors but pilloried by 
others as a butcher who cared for 
nothing bra the bottom Ene. The trust 
he earned from shareholders enabled 
him to take a long view. 

Companies that respect customers, 
care about employees and play fair 
with suppliers usually deliver more 
to shareholders in the long run. Stock 
market ratings reflect this. As com¬ 
panies become more visible, tfieir 
warts harder to hide, market forces 
are also obliging more boards to be 
good citizens, even though huge, top 
rapid job cuts have disguised die 
trend. 

Recent takeovers show that myopic 
shareholders can and sometimes do 
prosper at the expense of the long¬ 
term interest of companies and their 
other stakeholders. But that is no 
reason to protect boards from their 
shareholders. Poryou will search in 
vain for companies whose sharehold¬ 
ers languish, yet whose other stake¬ 
holders prosper. 


Frank le Due on the growing band of executives who risk all for huge rewards 


Managers with the Midas touch 


of 


I t could be you. Each 
month about half a dozen 
more people join one of 
Britain's biggest groups 
millionaires. And unlike 
lottery winners, their fortune 
relies not just on luck. 

The manager is an unlikely 
modem hero — but. breaking 
from the drab-suited ranks, a 
growing band stands a pan. 
These managers swapped sec¬ 
urity for risk, and in many 
cases took out second mort¬ 
gages on their homes as they- 
shed their sheep-like ways for 
thosc of entrepreneurial 
wolves. 

Although lottery winners can 
retire with their winnings, 
managers continue to work 
after a management buyout 
(MBO) — in many cases harder 
than ever. Even when they 
realise their fortunes, old hab¬ 
its can prove hard to break. 
Rather than retire. Gerry Rob¬ 
inson moved to Granada after 
successfully seeing Compass, 
the catering group, from 
buyout to flotation. 

At Midland Independent 
Newspapers, owner of The 
Birmingham Post and Eve¬ 
ning Mail. Chris Oakley has 
stayed at the helm since the 
group's flotation, despite being 
a paper millionaire. However. 
Terry Page, one of his col¬ 
leagues. has announced his 
retirement and can look for¬ 
ward ro spending more time 
with his money. 

Derek Hunt led the buyout 
of MFI at about the same time 



Chris Oakley. left. Trevor Smallwood and Gerry Robinson are among the working millionaires who took a risk 


as similar deals at Lowndes 
Queensway. Magnet and Isos¬ 
celes. Mr Hunt can reflect 
warmly on the wealth that 
followed, while the other three 
floundered in the recession of 
the early Nineties. 

Sir Paul Judge made more 
than E45 million after remort¬ 
gaging his liome for £90.000 
when he led the buyout of 



January Sale 


Call us today for 
a warmer, quieter 
more secure home 



This January is the perfect time to invest in the best. 
Because you will get an amazing 3Q%* off Everest's 
complete range of home improvement products - 
windows, doors, patio doors and Roofline products. 

first Choice Finance 

If you want finance, we can also help. We offer an 
unsecured finance facility subject to status. Written 
details are available on request. 

Ybu only fit double glazing once, 
so fit the best - Everest. 


• OH Hat price. Nor lo bo used m conjunction with any other offer. 
Different dbwinm apply to conservatories. Offer onfy available at 
time of quotation. 


Call Free 0800 010123 


please quote reference JAN755 


YES 


l‘d like to save 30%' off Everest's fat price. 
Please arrange a free, no obligation quotation. 


Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss 
Home Tel No ___ 
Address_ 


Postcode 


m 


Everest 

FIT THE BEST 


Everest House, FREEP0SX Cuffley Herts EN6 4YA 



Premier Brands from Cad¬ 
bury. Sir Paul's wealth, real¬ 
ised when Premier was 
bought by Hillsdown Hold¬ 
ings, enabled him to devote 
some of his energies lo politics. 

For Trevor Smallwood, the 
politics of privatisation helped 
him to tali a bus on the road 
lo riches. He led the buyout of 
Badgerline, part of National 
Bus. and has since overseen its 
merger with FlrstBus. 

Observers are now charting 
the rise of the institutional 
buyout (1BO), where the 
buyout is initialed by investing 
institutions. The trend of insti¬ 
tutions making the first move 
emerged in the US much 
earlier. The predatory role of 
institutions has pushed up 
prices, but perhaps the preva¬ 
lence of junk bonds in 1980s 
Wall Street will prove to be a 
crucial difference between the 
LIS then and the UK now. 

As Forbes magazine report¬ 
ed in 1988: "Today, the money 
is out looking for the deals, 
rather than the other way 
around." The same year was 
something of a watershed for 
buyouts in North America. 
KKR. the leveraged buyout 
specialist dubbed “die mer¬ 
chants of debt", paid $30 
billion for RJR Nabisco in a 
deal that almost wiped out 
both businesses. 


The growth of the LBO is 
among the trends highlighted 
in the annual review that the 
Centre for Management Buy¬ 
out Research (CM BOR) pub¬ 
lished this week. The centre, at 
die University of Nottingham, 
expects this year’s record level 
of buy-ins and buyouts to 
continue until the general 
election. 

Both the number of deals, 
estimated at 619. and their 
combined value of £7.5 billion 
were higher than ever. The 
CM BOR review says: "A po¬ 
tential change of government 
may be preceded by a period of 
excessive vendor activity fol¬ 
lowed by some readjustment 
and temporarily lower levels." 


T! 


| wo trends mentioned 
in the review stand 
ouC the rise of the buy- 
in and the emergence 
of the secondary buyout. The 
£4.18 billion of buy-ins exceed¬ 
ed tile value of MBOs this year 
for the first time. Secondary 
buyouts and buy-ins — in 
which the target company has 
already been the subjecT of an 
MBO or MBl — increased by 
almost 50 per cent 
The secondary buyout or 
buy-in is the fastest-growing 
"exit" route for management 
teams. Most who dream of 
riches exit by another 


means .Trade sales proved the 
most common, with a high- 
profile example in Forterbrook 
Leasing. Sandy Anderson led 
the Pbrterbrook buyout of one 
of the three BR roping stock 
businesses on its privatisation. 
The price was £5Z? million. Six 
months later Stagecoach paid 
£825 million for the business, 
enabling Mr Anderson to real¬ 
ise a profit of more than £30 
million- Other directors and 
staff shared almost £50 million. 
Charterhouse Development 
Capital, which arranged the 
funding, was among the other 
winners. 

Some, like Allied Carpets, 
subject of an MBO in 1991, 
opted for flotation. In Allied’s 
case, the initial market 
capitalisation of £189 million 
was more than 15 times as 
mochas the £12million paid by 
more than 150 managers and 
staff and their backers, led by 
Barclays and Cinven. 

Managers pursuing an 
MBO as their road to riches 
may reflect on the lines from 
Julius Caesar. “There is a tide 
in the affairs of men. which, 
taken at the flood, leads on to 
fortune." 

But those who know their 
onions will be aware that 
Brutus, to whom Shakespeare 
gives the lines, quickly meets 
his end. And so with those who 


seek their fortune through an 
MBO. receivership is the most 
common exit route after the 
trade sale. 

The number of buyouts and 
buy-ins that ended in receiver¬ 
ship stood at 55 this year — the 
- fifth year in a row that the total 
has fallen. But proportionally, 
this shattering end to the 
dreams of putative millionaires 
accounted for more than a fifth 
of all exits. In personal terms, it 
can mean no home as well as 
nojob. 

Institutions looking to take 
the tide at the flood have had a 
busy year raising money. Ac¬ 
cording to CM BOR, some $840 
million washed into CVC Euro¬ 
pean Equity Partners, a fund 
for investing in European 
deals. Morgan GrenfeU Equity 
Partners and 3i Second UK 
LMBO Fund raised £350 mil¬ 
lion each, while Cinven raised 
E300 million. 

The fund managers will like 
the optimistic outlook of 
CMBOR’s review, although ft 
is not without qualifications. It 
notes tite rising purchase prices 
resulting from competition, 
among fund providers, and the 
increase in entry prioe-earn- 
ungs ratios—that is. at the time 
of the deaL The review points 
out too, the growing propor¬ 
tion of debt that MBO and 
MBl businesses are having to 
service and repay. 

It says: “Against this, de¬ 
mand for buyouts from manag¬ 
ers and investors remains high. 
The liquidity of the market 
helped by recent realisations 
and successful equity 
fundraising, should ensure 
continuing high availability of 
funds." 

Lucinda Horier Webber, di¬ 
rector of BZW Private Equity, 
one of CM BOR’S sponsors, 
acknowledged concerns about 
overheating, but said: "It is 
unlikely thar we will see the 
high-profile collapses that occ¬ 
urred after the last peak in 
1989. That peak followed a 
substantial boom, which result¬ 
ed in optimistic forecasts and 
some very highly leveraged 
deal structures. 

“The severity of the subse¬ 
quent recession, combined with 
soaring financing costs, provid¬ 
ed a disastrous set of tircum^ 
stances that do not exist now." 

The dreamers can only hope 
that she is right, while the 
seasoned observers will tite The 
cyclical nature erf markets and 
point out that peaks are invari¬ 
ably followed by .troughs. 


THE TIMES 



CITY DIARY 


Early birds 
at the bank 


SOME bank customers are 
dearly insomniacs arid with a 
live 24-hour banking service 
available cannot resist check¬ 
ing their balance or making 
an early morning transaction. 
First Direct, the Midland 
Bank subsidiary that intro¬ 
duced day and night banking 
in the UK in 1989. had then- 
first new year customer call at 
just after midnight, ft was an 
ex-pat from Oman who warn¬ 
ed lo check his salary had 
been credited and then 
authorised two bills to be 
paid. The second caller, a 
young woman in southwest 
England, wanted to transfer 
funds between her savings 
and cheqae accounts at 


12.05am and check her Visa 
balance, while an elderly 
London-based caller paid a 
utility invoice at 12.20am 
Bank of Scotland expected to 
be busy with lost credit card 
worries, but most calk turned 
out to be well-wishers. 


Starring roles 

excitement at 
Lanes borough bo- 


EMPTY seats at the commer¬ 
cial arm of Edge & Ellison’s 
in Birmingham w here five 
have decamped to its rivaL 
Chris RavcsTTOH, head of the 
corporate team, and Russell 
Orme, his co-partner, have 
turned tail along with three 
assistants to Dibb Lapton 
AJsop, the firm of lawyers. 


toes also tite health schemes 
as another popular perk. A 
wise move, should slothful¬ 
ness take its toll. 


MUCH 

London's 
teL where Tom Cruise and 
Nicole Kidman have been 
shooting scenes for their latest 
film. The husband and wife 
team, with camera crew in 
tow. took over die second 
floor of the hotel, including 
die £3£00-a-night Royal 
Suite, for a week paying lull 
rales. Eyes Wide Shut a story 
of heroin addiction, is being 
directed by Stanley Kubrick. 


Coant the calories 


ACCOUNTANTS ought to 
have made one new yeart 
resolution at feast — to get in 
shape. Six of ten bean¬ 
counters admit to exercising 
no more than once a week, 
according to a survey by- 
Robert Half International 
the recruitment consultant 
The survey reveals that the 
favourite perk is the co mp a n y 
car. Those canny couch pota- 


Question of taste 

MORE eccentric ideas from 
the Asda bakery — the Babe 
and Hunk cakes. ' The 
brainwave of Allan Leighton, 
the supermarket chain's chief 
executive, these fuD-bodied 
novelty cakes area feast for the 
eyes alone; priced at £7.99 
each. The Hunk's son-tanned' 
muscular chest, made from a 
rich toffee kang. is filled with 
jam and cream. The curvy 
Babe cake {think Barbara 
Windsor) is more discretely 
covered in a scarlet basque of 
orangeffavotined idng. 


Morag Preston 


wttot 


A liberal dose 
of morality 


liberal Britain on Trial. Radio 4,8JX)pm. 

Taking my cue from the referee; NidcCl^l v^TcfeudtfwUroe 
by deaarmg my own reaction to theargumemsrai^caxti morairty 
as presented In this programme. There ss much food for thought, 
mostly well cooked ahdierved. The charge brought ammst sexual 
freedom in this appradmaaon of a tnal is that it has broken many of 
the links that bind society together and has alsoeroded morality. 
That case is presorted by Mary Kenny. The rase for the defence; 
argued by Polly Toynbee, is that we are in thegnpof an unreasoning 
national njoralpamc.Two furtherTrials" in tfussenes wfll testator 
liberal assumptions dial have become part of society’s common 
currency since the Swinging Sixties. 


Bora to be Perfect- Radio 4,930am- 

Serious in content, whimsical in structure. Sue Nelson's audiodiary 
of her bid to lose unwanted fat will leave other chocolate addins 
wondering-whether dieting is worth all the fuss. She doesn't get a 
morale boost when she asks a afospedalistwhich ani mal she sho uld 
prrmtafe {6 improve figure and lifestyle. The male ampanoe, he 
says, because he thrives on fruit and veg and barges arazrid his cage 
.arftnp domineeringly- On the specific question of her chocoboUsm. 
the advice of.one psychologist sounds for too vague: "Remove the 
sniff the delicious brown stuff, then put it aside and cry to 
it it". Peter Davalfe 
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630am On Air, with Persy Gore.' 
.Tchaikovsky (Fantasy 
Overture; Romeo and JufieQ: 
Alessandro Scarlatti Cantata 
Fffi, Che Esprime te Sua Fade 
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Polish Dances; Op 20; 
Debussy tCefo Sonata);. 
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830 Morning Collection, VWh 
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Concerto); Debussy (Etudes 
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•’ hto99jnE(M5;Me«tean 
BurfEnfant 
t; Ravel (Trote 


fitbe Anvfl" ' 
Basingstate by Peri 
Meyer, clarinet, and Eric La 
Saga, piano. Indudes 
Mendelssohn (Clarinet Sonata 
in Effat); Schumann (Vbr 
Naehtstucke, Op 23 tor piano; 
and AHegro in A flat. . 


Opto) . 

530 Music Machine, vrith Sub 
. Nelson 

5.15 (nterpretttlans on Record: 
HotsTs Suite; The Planets. 
.Includes performances by 
Karajan, Haffink, Stokowski, 
SoU. Ozawa. Maazri. [Mot 
andSvsdanov . 
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: • John Peel 

730 London Symphony 

Or ches tra, under Mstislav 
Rostropovich. WW? tan 
Bostridge, tenor, Hugh 
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Rodney Bennett (Partte tor 



1230Composer of the Week: 

Leonard Bernstein 
1.00pm Opera Matinee: 

Ganoveva, by Schumann. 
W6h Ruth Ziesak. soprano. 
Marjana Upovsek, mezzo, - 
Deon Van Dor Waft, tenor, 
and Oliver VWdmer, bass. 
Rodney GUfry, baritone, and 
Thomas Quasthoff, base, 
Arnold Schoenberg .Choir, 
Chamber Orchestra of Ecsope 
under Nicolaus' Harnoncourt 
3 £3 C el e b ri t y Ricttrtf. A concert 
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9.15 CecSe oasset. Pieno recfiaL 
Debussy Anages, «c 1; LTste 
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Below the 
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Batevwff. Wtih John Moffat 
and Elaine Pyka (1/5) 
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-travel intfe Bte to :■ 

• tonwraaion with-Annette ' 

' - Kobak 

1230 Mten1230 The late Boole 
• ;■A&aThrou^ilheLookbw 
- Glass, by Lewis CanotT - 
12A6 Shipping Forecast 

U»A»6&S Service • 
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TELEVISION 39 


gives the Floss a timeless truth 


ended brought 


dts 

to 

vij 


jLidxjnsxrf^me-ctassics-aiid'the ■ 
one Just started looks like «mnn- ' 
umg'-'the trend, although the 
■4rama departaaeafs wiHbfr going, 

, scsne-if they can prodiide this year; 
anything to outdo last nights The 
Mm on the Hess (BBO). This was 
' sumptuous stun, two hoursio heal. 
the. wounds of a predictable hoii- -»• 
.day srfwdule. 

.'Geo rge EfioTs . best wbrit has 
recently grax»d the screen in the ' 
serialisation of an - 

butetsmduig eventswhkh made toe 
-fi^Ke fee took cheap everr if yew 
-dndnft watch, anythin g e V *. The 
• decision to confine The Mill on the 
■ Floss. Eliors most famous booh, to 
a one-off was the right one. for this 
is a stor y that'benefits firan ' ; 
ampression rather. than the oppvi 
ositejt is usually billed asataleaf.' 
unrequited lave, hot there is a lot 
more to ft than that ■. 

; - Efiotls alter egp is to be found in. 


Ate central fhaxaaer. of Maggie 
Tbffiver, played with a Mss'' 
. car far Tfeg ptoTfey filii% «aooa. 
Maggie's .dflemnza is ortfr that 

coping with the rtrxrtaywts of umn- 


.50 in a television sequence under- 
''Wat er is quite another. Bui a 
. orcobirartion erf Graham Theak- 
; Sion's directing and Watson’s abili- 
• ty to make her face act for her 
.Achieved that feat and the resub 
■>as"a moment of . real dramatic 
"brifliatnee. • 


REVIEW 


rHugh 
: nffli mes 




-tic love far Philip (James ftvo) 
•rad her pasnon -Afon Stephen 
Thames WebeaHBroWnJ oad to trag¬ 
edy! The last scene.' in wfaicn 
Maggie <howma3tes^itu% to save 


“T^lrom The Mill on the Floss 
die overriding lessen is that 
' :JL. Aw best of costume drama is 
rxwanahmiatfvetorcajlifebutart 
-evocation of It. not an historical 
ctnfo^y bur a glimpse of truths 
!. that are timeless. Eliot dealt in 
■ human relations hips and she was 
a mistress of the an. My Boxing 
Day 1 attack in this space on the 
-bogus ’“reality" of EastEnders is 



her brotfer Tom {f^.-Moediih^-- heregiven fesh impetus, for real 
-ftul live In.the -meriiriry along - Bfc is primarily about die rhythms 
thnn. ■ in rdano-nships run the reaction to 

..It-is one thing foocscribein inadental events. There is more 


.. It is one thing to. describe in 
words Maggie trying to rescue 
Teen but deciding, once his life is 
diQv^thhmTbod 


ying to rescue reality in two hours along the 
, once his life is River Floss than in 100 episodes 
v^hmTbod' .from.AlbertSquare. 

r f it - '. ‘ • ■ 


Peter 

Barnard 


Another reality. this one a 
creation Motlier Mature. had its 
moment on television yesterday 
and ( am disappointed to find 
myself unimpressed. Noi that the 
rising sun is ever a disappoint¬ 
ment, though there are those who 
may wonder how the heck I know. 
But a thing of beauty is not 
necessarily a programme idea 
awaiting cn-pruduction money. 
Global Sunrise: Around the 


World in SU Minutes must 
have sounded like a goad scheme 
at the time, but I was left with vs 
feeling that natural history or. 
television is starting to strain for 
new forms of expression. 

1 expect my reaction was assist¬ 
ed by finding a programme based 
on sunrise in 20 places around the 
world being transmitted at 5.SC in 
the afternoon. Yes J knew: nobody 
is watching at sunrise. But occa¬ 
sionally ratings have to be sacri¬ 
ficed to achieve some ser.se that the 
event has a relevance :o toe 
viewer’s perception of time, and 
this was such an occasion. FVrhups 
the notion was that a hurrgover 
nation would tape the programme 
and watch ii during breakfast 
someday. Dream on. 

The film had same lovely mo¬ 
ments, especially toe turtle Laying 
its eggs on a beach along toe Great 
Barrier Reef, burying them in the 
sand and then making her tortu¬ 
ous journey bock to toe’ocean. Ar.d 


of course the filming was exquisite: 
uv have come to expect that Irom 
natural history cameramen. But 1 
could not help feeling that some¬ 
one somewhere had been asked for 
a film with a theme and someone 
somew here else had a yen to watch 
the sun come up. The result was a 
oproduct]on between the BBC, 
several other national television 
companies and The Disney Chan¬ 
nel in America. We did not quite 
gel Bambi prancing jn the surf as 
the sun rose but it was a dose thing 
a: times. 

I enjoy- most natural history 
programmes but if these are 
toe lengths television will go to 
in search of another one there is 
cause to wonder why the medium 
cannot give animals a rest and 
stan doing more programmes 
about people, anthropology being 
seriously under-explored on 
television 

A completely daft new series 


&0Oftm BBC BUSINESS BREAKFAST ". 

- . £39137314) 7J» BBC News. {4323367$ - 

9-05 tocrecfibte Games {7202260) SUSS 
_ . Sweet Valley High • (2B44734) &5S - 
. - ifiMam's Wish Woffingtons {8068647} 

‘ : 10.00 Ptaydeys (9078024) - : fv 

102 $ FILM: The Apple DumpBna Guo 
■ (1974) Western comedy stoning BW Bixby. 
118099937} i 

12.05pm INCOGNITO (6527734) 
t250 WIPEOUT (68227) _ . . ! 

1.00 NEWS (J). and weather (6880(2) ' 

1 30 REGIONAL NEWS (44348550) - . \ ; j 

1.40NEIGHBOURSrO (31795889) •' 

ZOO HLM: The Strongestlton In tta.WorM 
. - (1975) Comedy, stamng, Kurt Russefl. A : 
-- student and hie cphort&cSscover a magic ] 
formula which wil give thenrsuperhuman i 
strength. Directed by Vincent McBeEOy 
(14869) •; .••-:••• 

330 PLAYDAYS (3286208) 3L5Q Gasp* 

V ■ .': Oaesics (2970227) 3 l 55 Whaml Barr* ■„ 
Strawberry Jaml New series (1241258)" 
■' •' 4-10 Free Wffiy '(1041024? 425 The 
. -Really WBd Shew. New series (7257821).. 

- 5.00 Newsround (1) (1487385) 5.10 The' 
Btz (0(1252802). ; 

_ 535 NEIGHBOURS (l)(T) (356869) . .. ’X 

6.00 NEWS (O'and weather (79) 

6L30REGIONAL NEWS (31 j v 
7JM WATCHDOG. An qpdate on recent; 
'• . stories(T) (5024)--. . v -- 
730 EASTCf® ERSLorrafria decides IfsWfc- 
to spa .the beans and-Grant pai&ftr 1 
.unwelcome visit to. a shocked local Tj};. 
( 43) .X ... • ; r ,. 

8.00ann mci&hble. jouwjos 
F dDqwrtg the first-Dtorj^bn:. 
Journey of a oew- b omre fod e o rc^M^X 
makes the tong and_da«g$rt^ysagfcia ^ 
trek across North America*E tgEaJc^tjndra ' 

S30 NEXT OF KlN.TsimrAreiewtak^ 

. over the running ol the house wherTl 

- M^gid.felts %t Vtfito'Penelope 

. Wffliam Gaunt (T}.{7109) ; 

SLOO NEWS fix regtoriaT twte'and 
(2531) . -• 

&30THE X FILES: TWe* KWhw An v ^aiffl^ 
psychic ackrttslb.14' rfosotvod mtfdera^ 
dascribbig each scene so45edec0y thieJ ' 
-• thetovesBgetingoffiwareconvlpcetfbl 
^ hBguiX>fow^,>li^andS&^ 

“ • hot so sure 073734) ■ -• -u ■ ..^ X. J, 

10.15 THE FRANK . SKWFER SHOW New 7 
' safes driad and ccmedy (n.t09244^>;. 
KLfSHngTHE BIRTH.OF HORROR 
O^isfciphwErayBnBAEtefee • 
darfc a&eys oroW Bftfoungh Jr» searish.pf 
the truto behind Dr Jatryfl and Mr Hyde,' 
(428005) ' ' X 

11.35 FHJM: Haltowe’en (1978) wBh JamteTae 
Ctvtis and Donald. Ptaasence. Michael 



_ j ^m$ia2},Z30 Prngu (6854647) 73S 
Nbdt^ (TOSt82t )7^0 Tha a,sv Worid of 
Rtoted Scatty;E889753) aiSPater Pan 

* th&PIsfas (8628024) &35 The 
■ £: ‘ 

OjOS FAJib - Portrait of Amu* (1948) 
i. . RcynanficdrarnastarringJraephCoHen, 

- Jesnter-Jam. Directed by WBfam 
i... ; Di^le;(8Q24227).; 

1025 FUJI: .Thu Eh c hM WMT Cottage (1945,; 

I • X -tyv4 WKi' Dorothy McGAeiaod Robert 
. -Yoyr^Ap(^yoiiigglri«idacfis^ured 
war .-veteran stombia across a- crxf&y 
. cottagewharetheybothsuddertyagjp^r. 

. " beaL^&j and feg in tava wtt hjMCh o ther. 

' - -, Dbactod by- John CrornMKA$S5878«9 .- 
12L00THE PHfi_ sa.VERS SH0W,(Vw)X(r) 

. - (8526005): V' 

1225pm MAN IN A SUITCASE (7)^8033043) 

' 1.15 POUCE*SQUAP (r) (76751294) ^- . 

CAR'S THE STAR 7?».1Mtsvyg0en 
:. ■.." "GorGri ^ (T) (3178658#* 
r^-OOfetASH OF TrtE UTAHs This contra ' 
-- vendid 1874' Brfltsh Uona Wfiby four Cf 
•' sob&r Moca w en (aapsii^ ^ . - ; . 

: 2.456WEAT RAfl-WAY JOURNEYS Karacri j 
r. .. "folhe KhytjerPass ft-g) (2^K208).' 1. 
3.40’U^ PN- ^BRANGH LftJE Comedy. 

Westenj-.! 

• '. -• ^starttofl'^tfts Pre5feiyv'<*&aad by Don . 

s ,;: X 

*^oq^TAn 


v - ^Bn^aithe Wxeri (S^Spm) V . 

.i ,v1- •! . ib'.’j -,/|* i. . . .. . 

G45 THE CUNNING LITTLE VDOt: -' ' 

•• • Pfoducw Nfchotes HurtiB^a accteHmad •; 
? - L-ariaptation ot Aeos Janac^s poputer 


; and goes wi.a Woody knife-ateck freray 
in his home Wan Dtrecsed by John 
Caipenter(T)(681482) : 

1.05 FILM: Dr Jelcyft and 
b/w) Spencer Tracy, 

Lana Turner and Ian HUriter 

Louis Stevensitm's da&k^.'.Th&ras 

Directed fay View 

3j05 WEATHER (53907681)) , ^‘‘ - 

VMeoPtuc+ and tea Vldw PtoaCwiMir > ->“ 
The numbers next to TV prog 
Bstinfl are Video FtoeC oda*" nUTnbe ta^pai .. 

tte Video Ptu&Code .for 'Sib' programme yo^- ; 
wish to record. VideopfcxH- (" ).Ptw»qe i". 
and Video Programnar am irademwwk-'err 

Oemstar Dmrtopment tuL . - .. . r 


SI 


*• 1- ■ «£thsGhgtefetTTrarfreTAisteala de Pats.. 

. • -. WSh'&iGflsh subUHB3 (7?78W373 -. 

X 825 AFEAJRS TO REMEMBER ^204208) - 

i - 330 ^TOPj GEAR ^Jeremy-Ctariraop woourts 
'fee . l*toty ol car menutadurer Aston 
i- • 6faitfo.'(i) (i82i). ■;'.. 

■ 9J00 SYKES Yinfege comedy (r) (T) {5083) 

I,.- 930 GOGS Animation (i) (T) (908308) 

9.4BMN ARENA: There's No Such 
as « Small Head of 
to- ^ i-St^^ccounp ot a unique event at the 
^^'^tlql^ ljiatfcina ■ buRSng Jn Manhattan, 
WM‘4- WheteghB t^a^ss ot drnost every country 
posed'for a'cefleotive 
1995 01 (584840). - 

series about five 
-..jies sharing a house to 

Homeless in 

r ' ‘ ■ i.W¥ s owfifawital fonfentic tate stars 
I •' ' ->:^^wpad and Jufe Defoy ^51241} 

^ 225 t ^ tet (1223715) 


SixSteprto He awen 
Channel 4.730pm 

Laraie race, of the flaming red hair and 
machine gun delivery, presents a jaunty 
ported history Of Amencan dance crazes 
from the cake^walk to toe breakdance. Along 
toe way she takes in toe Charleston, the 
Lindy bon. named after the aviator 
Zindbergh out benor known in Europe as the 
jitterbug, and the twist Ever willing to be a 
partidpam as well as an observer. Pike 
shakes a leg herself from time u> time, 
without threatening to be another Ginger 
Rogers. Pike makes some attempt to put the 
dancesititoascdalconten, pointing out how- 
many of them originated in blade 
oomnranides before being embraced by 
whites. Site also shows how dance styks 
followed- fashions in music. But the film is 
mostly a fleshing out. of Pike’s dictum that 
“dancing is = the most fundamental 
edebrananof being human''. 

1 Incredible Jo urn ey s: A Cariboo's Trek 
BBCI, SJOOpm 

The journey does stretch belief, a WXJO-mile 
foray across an inhospftaHe parr erf northern 
‘ Canada by the fraiMoaktng caribou. But the 
cam erawork is praty incredible, too. not 
only in ftdlawing the naillicmrstnong herd, 
Ana in particular a female calf, along the 
entire toubs, but gening in so dose dm we 
can.almost experience the trek, though the 
caribou’s eyes. Nigel Mama'S film is-the 
story of survival against the elements and 
fellow creatures. The golden eagle is one 
predator and so, in the winter, is the wolf. 
When the caribou get too dose in human 
habitation they are finely to be shot for meat 
But there are mare surprising hazards. The 
: mosquito can launch an assault so furious 
that n can force the herd to change its route, 
while for the warble fly. the caribou's fur is 
just the place to lay its eggs. 

Ardia: There's No SndiThing 
as a Small Head of State 

BBC2,4.40pm _ 

You might oat think that a satisfying 
documentary could be built around a single 
photograph, even if it did indude Fidel 
Castro, Boris Yeltsin, Yassir Arafat and Bill 
Clinton. But Kate Meynell’s film never fails 
to fascinate: The picture was toe official 
croup photograph taken during celebrations 
tor toe .SCtto anniversary of the United 
Nations in October 1995. Behind toe more or 
Jess smiling faces of ISO world leaders hung 
several tales and Meyrvell does not miss a 
thing. How did Bosnia manage to get two 
people in toe picture when no other nation 
managed rhore than one? And what about 
. toe absentees? The President of Sao Tome 
and Prindpe hada good reason for nor being 
there. He had just been arrested after a coup. 
But where was John Major or Helmut Kohl? 

Nightmare: The Birth of Horror 
BBCI, 10.45pm 

Resuming his watchable series an 19th 
century horror dassks, Christopher 
Fhlyfing turns to Robert Louis Stevenson 
mta Jeml and Hvde. as with Frankenstein 
and uracula, FrayKng* two previous 
subjects, the immediate genesis of toe story 
was an author's nightmare. But Frayling 
locates the Jekyll/Hyoe idea among tensions 
and conflicts which existed in Stevenson's fife 
from an early age. Equally enlightening is 
Frayfing’S account of how the story changed 
when it was adapted far the theatre, turning 
Hyde into the sexual murderer he had never 
been in the book. Only months after toe stage 
verson opened, toe serial killer dubbed Jack 
the Ripper emerged in toe East End of 
London. In toe popular mind, but far from 
Stevenson's intention, Hyde became the 
Ripper's prototype. Peter Waynrark 


GOO«n GMTV (1151753) 

9.25 SANTO BUGTTO (S293666) 

950 STEP BY STEP (4239005! 

10.20 raws /974359S; 

1025 REGIONAL NEWS ,9742369. 

1030 FILM: The People That Time Forgot 
(1977) Sequel to The Land Thsr Tf.-ra 
Forgot with Patrick Wayne and Sarah 
Douglas Dsected by Knv.n Concr 
(32019685) 

12.05pm CARTOON TIME f77QT937> 

1220REGIONAL NEWS (7385734) 

1220 NEWS (T| and weather (42826S5. 

1225 DINOSAURS (r) (4263376) 

125 WISH YOU WERE HERE? In IT- 
196551096) 

1.55 SNOOKER: Lfoetpoot Victoria Charity 
Challenge 1997 (9248685) 

320 NEWS (T) (6793227) 

325 REGIONAL NEWS (6792588) 

320 FILM: Cany on Cowboy (196S| The 
Rumpo Kid (Sid James), ndes into 
Stodge Cay (690314) 

5.10 SNOOKER: Liverpool Victoria Charity 
Challenge 1997 (8428918) 

5/40 NEWS (T) and weather (599647) 

GOO HOME AND AWAY SPECIAL (333444) 
625 HTV NEWS (236956) 

7.00 EMMERDALE The Sugdens bid a final 
tareweS to Emmerdaie Farm (T) (2032i 



FUm-rnaker Jen BarIMt (720pm) 

720 SURVIVAL For ten yeas. Film-makers 
Ok and Jen Bartlett Uved «n the 
inhospitable erwiroriment ot southwest 
Africa's Karrab Desert, recording the 
extractcflnary variety at wikflile to be 
found there 0) (11) 

BJ» THE BILL A raid led by Conway on a pub 
serving drinks after hours goes horribly 
wrong" (T) (9840) 

820 MICHAEL BARRYMORE’S STRIKE IT 
RICH (T) (5647) 

9-00 FUJI: Cfty Heat (1934) ant Eastwood 
and Burt Reynolds star in this comedy set 
in Kansas City in the 1930s, about a 
private eye who teams up with an old 
police coleague to avenge his partner's 
murder. Directed by Richard Benjamin. 
Continues after the News (T) (4869) 
10-00 NEWS and weather (27482) 

1020 REGIONAL NEWS (117799) 

10.40 FILM: Clly Heat Concluded (T) 1152550) 

11.40 SNOOKER: Liverpool Victoria Charity 
Challenge 1997 (492666) 

120am HLM: Boot's HH1 (1969) starting 
Terence Hill, Bud Spencer and Woody 
Strode. A wounded outlaw seek retuge 
with a Curcus (565970) 

3.10THE GOOD SEX GUIDE LATE (r) 
(971B883) 

4.10 FILM: Melody Time (1948) Seven short 
animated stories (9366357) 

520 NEWS (34796) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 

1225pm A COUNTRY PRACTICE 43E^376) 
125-125 CELEBRITY SQUARES 

!9£c51D?6» 

625 CENTRAL NEWS .341462) 

625-7.00 LIFELINE 297462; 

120am F3m: DANCE ACADEMY 

iS237?354/ 

320 INSTANT REPLAY 1996 *6443715) 

425 SOUND BITES I9ES73t£5, 

4.40 CENTRAL JOBF1NDER '97 '4171661} 
520 ASIAN EYE (5315932) 

| WESTCOUHTHY 

As HTV West except: 

1225pm EMMERDALE (4263376] 

125-320 Film: CHANCES ARE (1969;.. A 
•orr&rd:Z comedy siarr/rig CytaB 
Shepherd Robert Downey Jr and Ryan 
6 Neai Directed ty Emile Ardobno 
*17516569) 

5.10-5.40 HOME AND AWAY SPECIAL 

',8426918) 

G0O-7.00 WESTCOUNTRY UVE (61314) 

MERIDIAN 

As HTV West except 
1225 SHORTLAND STREET (4263376) 
125-320 Fflitc CHANCES ARE (1989) A 
romantic comedy stamng Cybttf 
Shepherd. Robert Downey Jr and Ryan 
O'Neal. Directed by Emile Ardolino 
(17516869) 

5.10-5.40 HOME AND AWAY SPECIAL 

(£428918) 

6.00 MERIDIAN TONIGHT (47) 

620-7.00 CELEBRITY SQUARES (27) 

,:v..ahgua: v'7-7 

As HTV West except: 

12.05 WARNER CARTOONS (7701937) 
1225-320 Film: PETE’S DRAGON (1977) A 
Disney musical fantasy starring Helen 
Reddy. Jrm Dale and Mickey Rooney 
Directed by Don Chatfey (55320444) 
5.10-5.40 SHORTLAND STREET (8428918) 
625-720 ANGLIA WEATHER AND NEWS 
(296956) 

1029 ANGLIA AIR WATCH (4917531 


Starts: 

625am SESAME STREET (1293005) 

720 THE BABYSITTERS CLUB (71376) 
a00 THE BIG BREAKFAST (42376) 

10.00 FOm: I’M ALL RIGHT JACK (60685) 
12.00pm ALL STEAMED UP (30444) 

1.00 SLOT MEITHR1N (84840) 

120 Film: TWO WAY STRETCH (1960). A 
comedy starring Peter Sellers (82050463) 
325 Film: A SHOT IN THE DARK (40611647) 
5.00 5 PUMP (85901 
520 COUNTDOWN (76) 

6.00 NEWYDDtON 6 (957173) 

6.05 HENO (344550) 

625 SION A SIAN (259043) 

7,00 POBOL Y CWM (447531) 

725 PENBLWYDD HAPUS (940685) 
aOO EDWARD HA CHYFBLLION (2647) 
9-00 NEWYDOION (755043) 

9.15 Y PALMANT AUR (425192) 

10.15 A WOMAN OF INDEPENDENT 
MEANS 1266918) 

11.55 KUNIKJ (293821) 

12.10am Film: BUNK (131241) 


began Iasi night and I do not so 
much recommend it as recom¬ 
mend you give if a try -n the hope 
that the new few w ill lie better than 
the opener. KJinik! (Channel A) 
lasts ten minutes, so will noJ detain 
you luo long and it has an excellent 
pedigree, coming from the same 
leain that produced Pallas, an 
hilarious series which used footage 
of the royals over-dubbed with 
new dialogue. 

klinik• uses a Dutch soap opera 
about a hospital and over-dubs it 
with English dialogue in a Dutch 
accent. Great potential, not quite 
realised last night. The bif in 
which Diana, Princess of Wales, 
on a charity binge, rejected two 
children on toe grounds that they 
“aren't ethnic enough" was a fired 
old joke but the main theme, of a 
hospital run by a man who used to 
own an abattoir now hoping to 
attract patients from the British 
NHS. ought to be snod for some- 
fun. 


CHANNEL. 


625am SESAME STREET <129300 5) 720 
TV.s Baby Sitters C‘u& >'n (71376) 8.00 The- 
Big 3.-eaWasr 1 42375; 10.00 Terr.io-zns 
(&!Ci9£40i 10.05 Harcir. With Mi Cooper 
in IT/ -«ft)60CC5) 1020 7r,t Cr^-steJ Maje 
(r) iT| -43647i 1120 Bact-'o trie rutuifi ;n 
>9499163) 1125 The pin'- Par.ir.c-f ii) 
i562S050i 1220pm Slut Searching !3/4i 
IT) i652£2£9> 12.50 Steal Linie Trains 
V:e3S Ccunir,- itearo irar.s fit (4262647) 
120 Anon and Sha Dolphin An opera 
based on a Greer; lecenc (Tj '97901537> 
120 Nates 1,40270005) 

2.00 FILM: Can Can il9£Cj stsnma Shu ley 
M 2 sLa<ne sne Fran*. S»natra A P&is-sei 
mus>^il abcuf a cate o-'.ner dele/mmed 
lo l-eep ter Can Can (loorshow going 
despite ihie outrage ol French moralists 
Directed by Walter Lang (7) (9202271 
420 COUNTDOWN fT) i24) 

5.00 RJCKI LAKE (T; ,3744482) 

5.45 THE PINK PANTHER (Tj 'S64463) 

6.00 NEW GAMESMASTER >T) (89i 
620 HOLLYOAKS rT) ;e&j 
7.00 CHANNEL 4 NEWS (T) and weather 
(8734) 



Dancing toe night away (720pm) 

7 -3°fisSw?I SK STEPS TO HEAVEN A 
lighthearted look at the 
development of some ol ihis century's 
most popular dances IT) (998401 
820A WOMAN OF INDEPENDENT MEANS 
Concluding the mini-series set m the 
Deep South It's 1930 and although Sam 
and Bess are surrounded by luxury, Bess 
becomes bored by her marriage and 
lonely withoul hex children. A trip on the 
Queen Mary (o Europe and a shipboard 
dalliance looks likely lo threalen her 
already shakey marriage. With Sally Field 
and Tony Goldwyn (T) (38535289) 

10.15 KLINIKI Surreal comedy set m a Dutch 
clinic (2/5) (T) (950821) 

1020 FILM: Death and the Malden (1994) 
starting Sigourney Weaver and Ben 
Kingsley A drama about a woman who 
decides lo wreak revenge on Lhe man she 
thinks was responsible tar her torture 15 
years earlier. Roman Polanski directs (Tj 
(45661604) 

1225am FILM: Dr Strangelove (1963, b/w) 
Stanley Kubrick s salire starring Peter 
Sellers m three roles. Also starring 
George C Scon (T) (593067) 

2.15 FILM: litUe Caesar 1 1930. b/W) A classic 
gangster movie starring Edward G 
Robinson An ambitious criminal arrives 
m ihe big ctfy and soon rises to 
prominence within the Mob. Directed by 
Mavyn Le Roy (3567593) 

3.40-5.15 FILM: The Mayor of Hell (1933. 
b/wi A metadrama stamng James 
Cagney. A gangster is appointed deputy 
inspector to a toys 1 detention centre and 
is determined to wipe oul the inhuman 
treatment he witnesses Directed by 
Archie Mayo (83886048) 
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" UOM ffeflinCF Tfofet Ln» (7547537) MO 
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tUO Cteslc CoronNW SW« 
rtWB5fi0t WO The Xtypon ftc»r 
SmS &M F*»ae° (178 0173)i M O 
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mason lhe Street (9705444) 1000 - 11.00 
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Run 12JMK3.00pm Health end Bawxy. 
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Oaan Martin (BS47717) 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 
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(138681 130 Tha Ferels IS9192) 130 
Spn»f Caeca. 1222401 230 Ctenssa iB9t£> 
230 Doug (6424) 330 Aaahn 1 Real 
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Computer errors may cost 


By Lekisse Smith 
and Marianne Curphey 


SAVERS with the Halifax face losing 
share bonuses worth £1,000 on average 
when the society converts to a bank 
because of serious errors in its computer 
files. Within hours of the expiry of the new' 
year deadline for members id top up their 
savings to qualify for a bonus, the Halifax 
has admitted that many savers have been 
sent the wrong information. 

Errors indude being told that they are 
ineligible for free shares, when they do 
qualify. The society has admitted that 


there may he discrepancies in informa¬ 
tion sent to its II million customers, and 
urged savers to contact its helpline if they 
had any queries and to explain all 
relevant details about their accounts. 

Extra staff and telephone lines have 
been put in place to cope with the 
anticipated demand from customers. 

The Halifax said customers might 
receive wrong information on whether 
they would be eligible or ineligible for its 
free share offer because all information 
had been keyed in manually, and the 
spelling of similar surnames, such as 
Green and Greene, could also mean 


customers inadvertently got wrong de¬ 
tails about their share status. 

The Halifax is unable to say what prop¬ 
ortion of savers might be affected by comp¬ 
uter errors. Members of the Halifax, Wool¬ 
wich and Northern Rock building societies 
had to top up their account balances by the 
dose of business on Tuesday in order to 
qualify for a shareout on conversion. 

Details sent to one reader of The Times 
in north London, who asked not to be 
named, contained an error regarding ha- 
share status as executor to her late aunt's 
estate. The woman and her aunt liad 
savings accounts with Halifax. They were 


eligible for bath the basic and variable 
distribution of free shares when Halifax 
converted. However, in a letter to the 
woman, Halifax said her late a urn's 
account was an ordinary share one, and 
did not acknowledge that the money had 
been transferred into an executor account. 
The letter said she was only entitled to 
receive one allocation of free shares. 

The woman contacted Halifax several 
times over a number of weeks, but said 
the society was insistent that the informa¬ 
tion was correct However, after contact¬ 
ing The Tunes about her predicament; the 
woman was then told an administrative 


error had been made and she was entitled 
to two lots of free shares. 

The distribution of free shares under 
die Halifax's proposed scheme will com¬ 
prise a basic distribution to all qualifying 
members, employees and pensioners and 
a variable distribution to certain mem¬ 
bers. depending on account balances. 

The' baric distribution will-be made to 
each investing member of the Halifax 
who held not less than £100 in total in 
share accounts and/or permanent interest 
bearing shares (Fibs) of the Halifax and/ 
or the Leeds Permanent at midnight, 
November 2S. 1994, and who remained an 


Tax and rates 


likely to rise 


after election’ 


By Philip Bassett and Janet Bush 


TAXES and interest rates 
will have to rise in die early 
days of the new parliament, 
whichever party wins the 
election, according to the 
latest economic analysts by 
Cambridge Econometrics, 
the independent think-tank. 

But. despite the prospect of 
haring to make some unpopu¬ 
lar and early political choices. 
Cambridge emphasised that 
the incoming Administration 
will take power at a more 
auspicious time than in either 
1974 or 1979. It argues that 
there is little prospect of the 
type of speculative boom seen 
in the recent past and the pain 
of the associated fallout 

On taxes, Cambridge said 
that November’s Budget had 
not fully addressed pressure 
on the Government's finan¬ 


cial position. It said: "In order 
to reduce borrowing or fi¬ 
nance spending or tax-cutting 
commitments, some tax in¬ 
creases are likely. Politically, 
the best time to introduce 
these is as early as possible 
after the election.*' 

Cambridge noted that the 
optimum political timing for¬ 
tunately coincided with the 
needs of the economy, which 
is likely to see growth acceler¬ 
ate this year to 3.3 per cent, 
supported by a resurgence in 
consumer spending and 
strong investment growth. A 
rise in interest rates would be 
needed if consumer spending 
accelerated more rapidly 
than the 4.1 percent growth it 
is expecting and tax rises 
would also help to prevent 
excessive growth. 
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ACROSS 

6 Easily damaged (7) 

7 Vehide immobiliser (5) 

9 Fram—, piafiislV composer (5) 

10 Glass-cased lamp (7) 

11 Suck up (to) (5.6) 

14 Poor reassurance (4.7) 

17 Bear witness (7) 

19 Cavalry sword (5) 

21 Long (for) (5) 

22 Dryness (7) 


DOWN 

1 teeth,...—everything" 
<AYU\W 

2 Of memorable importance 

(SI 

3 Miscellany (6) 


4 Check metre of line medi¬ 
cal image (4) 

5 Shoeless; type of doctor 
(China) (8) 

6 Occupy, pervade (4) 

8 Poverty (6) 

11 Dressed cabbage salad (8) 

12 Of bearing; non-amplified 
(instrument) (81 

13 Absent-minded, 
disorganised (6) 

15 Distress call (6k a holiday 
(3-3) 

16 Sir Peter—, 17C Dutch por¬ 
traitist (4) 

18 Island off MoIL 1XC abbey ft) 

20 Radar image; minor out-of- 
line result (4) 


The Airline for Europe 


While the forecast does not 
predict who will win the 
election, much of the Cam¬ 
bridge analysis draws com¬ 
parisons with occasions when 
Labour has taken over from a 
Conservative government 

ft noted that on the two 
occasions in the past 40 
years when this has been the 
case, the economy was pass¬ 
ing a cyclical peak, whereas 
the next government will be 
taking office at the peak of 
the current cycle. 

It also pointed out that, on 
both occasions in the past, the 
incoming Labour administra¬ 
tion had been forced to deal 
with the aftermath of a pre¬ 
election boom, which then led 
toa slowdown in growth and 
an upturn in employment. 
This time around, there is not 
likely to be an excessive boom 
because of the more cautious 
policy of the current 
Govemment. 

Cambridge pointed out that 
every Labour government 
since the war has faced an 
economic crisis related to ster¬ 
ling and the balance of pay¬ 
ments but that this time'There 
is little prospect that a current 
account crisis will blow the 
next government off course.” 

The forecast said: “In 
many respects, the economic 
environment facing the next 
government is better than 
has commonly been the case 
in the past” It noted that 
there is a reasonably benign 
international economic envi¬ 
ronment featuring low 
worldwide inflation. 

A separate report pub¬ 
lished today by Oxford Eco¬ 
nomic Forecasting, however, 
highlights some potential 
risks to the world economy 
this year, reserving particu¬ 
lar gloom for continental 
European economies. 

Oxford said that the out¬ 
look for Europe remains 
dominated by the massive 
fiscal retrenchment neces¬ 
sary for countries to meet the 
Maastricht treaty conver¬ 
gence criteria, which means 
that growth on the Continent 
will remain below trend in 
1997. Oxford predicts growth 
of 2 per cent compared with 
1.4 per cent in 1996. 

Against this background, 
it argues that most countries 
— including Germany — 
will struggle to get their 
deficits down to the Maas¬ 
tricht limit of 3 per cent of 
gross domestic product with¬ 
out further public financing 
"fiddles". “Worries on this 
score are likely to provoke 
another round of interest 
rate cuts early in 1997 — still 
too little too late,” it said. 

Oxford concludes that the 
planned start of monetary 
union on January I. 1999. is 
by no means a foregone 
conclusion. 



Lord Rix, left atTesco’s Brent Gross store with Ray Jackson, manager, and Paula Peters 


Tesco funds 
for Mencap 
campaign 


Business holds fire 
on single currency 


TESCO, Britain’s largest su¬ 
permarket group, wiD this 
month laundi a campaign in 
support of Mencap, its choice 
for 1997 charity of the year 
(Sarah Cunningham writes). 

Mencap, the charity for 
mentally handicapped child¬ 
ren and adults and whose 
chairman is Lord Rix, has 
high hopes for the campaign. 
In previous years Tesco’s staff 
have raised more than £1 
million for the company's 
chosen charity. 

Staff in more than 550 
Tesco stores will this year 
focus their fund-raising on 
Mencap’s Blue Sky appeaL 
which will help teams to 
work with people with learn¬ 
ing disabilities and their fam¬ 
ilies. Tesco’s charity trust will 
add 20 per cent to the amount 
raised. A joint Mencap-Tesoo 
logo will feature on 1.4 billion 
carrier hags. 


By Phulip Bassett, industrial editor 


BRITAIN’S business leaders 
are to hold back from taking a 
dear derision on the UK’s 
participation in a European 
single currency until after a 
general election. 

While the move puts the 
main business organisations 
in line with the major political 
parties, it is likely to draw 
criticism from some business 
leaders, particularly those in 
largely nan-exporting firms, 
who are opposed to economic 
and monetary union (EMCJ). 

Business leaders are deeply 
divided over the single currency 
issue, with most poll evidence 
showing that, in the main, they 
are unsure whether it win be of 
benefit to Britain. 

While leaders of the Insti¬ 
tute of Directors fed confident 
enough about their members* 
opposition to EMU to have 


PRIZES: THE WINNER will receive a return ticket travelling 
Economy Class to anywhere on British Midland’s domestic or 
international network. 


THE RUNNER-UP wiD receive a return ticket to anywhere on 
British Midland's domestic network. British Midland offers an 
extensive range of destinations tteoughout the UK 8s wefl as 
Europe. With over 1,400 flights a week to 15 European 
destinations British Midland are the Airline tor Europe. 


Report hits at Rowntree inquiry 


By Janet bush, economics editor 


Aff flights 3 tb subject to availability. 


Post your entry to Times Two Crossword, PO Box 6886, London 
E2 8SP to arrive by nod Monday. The winners’ names and sol¬ 
ution will appear on Wednesday. 


Name/ Address 


SOLUTION TO NO 979 

ACROSS: 1 Left-handed 9 Amalgam 10 Rambo 11 Fate 
12 Black Sea 14 Impair 15 Stroll 18 Butter up 20 Kiln 
22 Romeo 23 Science 24 Dilettante 


DOWN; 2 Edge 3 Tumble 4 Atrocity 5 Dumps 0 Drop i 
danger 7 Halwimhered 8 Laptop 13 Wiped out 
16Orient 17 Russia 19Tamif 2! Mist 


THE failure of young men in Britain to 
accept their responsibilities as husbands 
and fathers is a far more obvi«js 
explanation for rising levels of crime than 
unemployment and poverty, according to a 
report published by The Institute of 
Economic Affairs. 

The report by Norman Dennis fires a 
broadside at what he calls Britain's serial 
affairs intelligentsia — and in particular 
the influential Inquiry into Income and 
Wealth published in 1995 by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. 

The inquiry used income statistics from 
1979 to 1992 to make an association 
between poverty and increasing inequality 
on the one hand and “drugs, crime, 
political extremism and soda! unrest” on 


the other. Mr Dennis, guest fallow in the 
De p art ; non of Religious Studies at the 
University of Newcastle, accuses the 
Rowntree inquiry of being selective in its 
use of statistics and of having failed to 
factor in moral and cultural issues. 

Mr Dennis says serious social problems 
wffl not be solved by “the reckless 
repetition, by however so many persons of 
eminence and goodwill, of foe message 
that more money would make up foe 
deficits in children's lives due to families 
without fatherhood, and that more money 
would restore civic safety by removing foe 

frl ntfj riftni! nf Filkm onlhnut 


frustrations of fathers without families”. 

Beyond moral arguments, Mr Dennis 
takes issue with much of empirical basis of 
the Rowntree inquiry^ conclusions. He 
points out that foe inquiry’s own work 
shows that incomes were rising and 


unemployment was low in the period from 
1961 to 1979. If tin: association between 
poverty and crime were valid, crime 
should have been faffing. He contends that 
crime was already rising rapidly. “Hie 
breakdown in soda! order was proceeding 
throughout the whole period 1961 to 1992— 
not just the Thatcher era — so the 
Rowntree' inquity embodies at foe heart of 
its analysis a massive contradiction." 

The author argues that there may not 
even have been on increase in poverty since 
1979. He points out that focsemfoe lowest 
tenth of income distribution reported falls 
m their income of about 15 per cent 
between 1979 and 1992 but that their cash 


The Invention , of Permanent Poverty (The 
Institute of Econo mic Affairs, 2 lord . = 
North Street, London SW1P3LB; €11). 


US ruling 
offers 
hope for 
UK claims 


Mid-sized 

businesses 

regain 

confidence 


ByCarl Mokhshed 


By Our Economics Editor 


A LANDMARK ruling in the- 
US Tax Court in Washington 
could-Open foe door to bQuons 
of dollars-tri claims for over¬ 
paid tax from British banks 
and other companies with 
branch (derations in the Uni¬ 
ted Stales.- 

The case concerned a Cana¬ 
dian fife insurance company 
which sucotssfulfy argued that 
the Internal Revenue Service 
had violated foe US-Canada 
income tax treaty when it used 
a complex formula to assess the 
company's tax instead of the 
business’s actual income. 

According to Sutherland, 
Ash ill & Brennan, the Wash¬ 
ington law firm that acted for 
North West life. Assurance, 
the ruling is likely to affect a 
similar case bring brought by 
National Westminster Bank, 
which is claiming $180 million 
in back taxes. It also has 
implications for any other 
foreign oaropatry that operates 
as a branch, rather than as a 
sepBrate-inrorp 019 ^ subsid¬ 
iary. in the United States. ‘ 

A spokesman for the law 
firm raid the two cases could 
end. up in. the US Supreme 
Court and had political impfi- 
cations: The figures involved 
here .are billions of dollars. 
This is an issue which wiD end 
up in the White House and in 
Downing Street-” 

The North West Life case 
centred around the provisions 
of the Internal Revenue Code, 
which requires that a branch 
report as its investment in¬ 
come the greater of its actual 
investment income or an 
amount determined by refer¬ 
ence to the average investment 
income-of US life insurance 
companies. • 

The average is calculated 
using two-year old data, said . 
the spokesman- 


declared that Britain should 
not take part in a single cur¬ 
rency, at least yet, other main 
business bodies are consulting 
their members on what line, if 
any, to recommend. 

Leaders of key business 
representative bodies in Brit¬ 
ain are now working on.a 
timetable that will not see 
them make a recommendation 
an a single currency until after 
foe general election. 

The Confederation of Brit¬ 
ish Industry is to mount an 
extensive consultation exer¬ 
cise, a process CBI officials 
believe will take three to four 
months. The CBI will then 
draw up a recommendation.. 

The. British Chambers of 
Commerce is to mount a 
similar exercise and wfll join 
with the CBI to stage discus¬ 
sion forums on EMU. 
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BUSINESS EDITOR LINDSAY COOK 



investing member of the Halifax (or 
before the merger, of the Leeds) continu¬ 
ously until conversion. It is also made to 
investing members who are.eEgMe to 
vote on the cun versi on resolution. 

The variable distribution wifi be made 
to those who qualify for the basic distribu¬ 
tion as investing members, and who held 
sha res continuously far the period of two 
years ending - on the qualifying day for 
conversion. It will also be made to those 
whose lower total balance- in a share 
account and/or Ptbs at midnight, Novem¬ 
ber 25. 1994, and at the special general 
meeting in February, tsar least £1,000. 
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BRITAIN'S mecBiiBHfed 
businesses are expressing 
their most confidence since 
the last recession ended, but 
inflationary pressu res, cur¬ 
rently smouldering in the 
economy, are poised to take 
the shine off this optimism, a 
survey by Lloyds Bank Cam- 
menial Service concludes. 

The survey shows that many 
firms plan to. increase invest¬ 
ment and employment on the 

hack of a recovery driven by 
strong domestic orders. But 
much of the confidence for 
strong profit growth is based 
an plans to raise prices. 

Michael Riding, Lloyds 
Bank’s managing director of 
commercial hanking, predict¬ 
ed that inflation and interest 
rates would rise in the first six 
months of tins year and that 
tins could dent confidence in 
the domestic market. 

The; survey, which ana¬ 
lysed responses from 2,000 
middle market businesses 
with turnovers of £1 million 
to £100 million; showed that 
profit growth accele rate d 
strongly over the past rix 
months in response to a 
significant upturn in busi¬ 
ness activity. 

The upturn has been 
centred on service sector busi¬ 
nesses. most notably trans¬ 
port and . cornnnmtcaikms 
and hotels, catering and fet- 
snro Manufacturing has per¬ 
formed much more weakly. 
The strongest growth came in' 
the South of England, with 
foe Midlands, the North and 
Wales fagging behind. 

The survey said smaller 
businesses — those with turn¬ 
over of Jess than £2 million — 
continued to have a harder 
time titan larger companies 
which haver seen the strongest 
growth in sales and orders. 
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